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Abstract

This study examines the condition and development of pneumoconiosis in China.
In 2009, the sensational news of pneumoconiosis activist Zhang Haichao’s voluntary
thoracotomy drew the public’s attention to this occupational disease. Later in 2011, a
non-governmental organization, “Love Save Pneumoconiosis” [daaiqingchen],
launched by a well-known reporter Keqgin Wang, turned the public attention into
assistance action. Before the 1990s, pneumoconiosis patients were mostly those who
had worked for state-owned enterprises and had been offered national medical care
and economic support. Nowadays, many peasant workers who had worked in private
enterprises did not get any compensation or medical help after having occupational
diseases. The number of these groups has increased considerably and the worsening

situation in rural areas has been driving the issue to erupt.

This study has found six-different life trajectories of pneumoconiosis workers in
Sichuan Province. It focuses on the ‘three cases out'of the six that initiated rightful
resistance movements to fight forjusticerand-compensation. It explains how patients
employ “the law”, "weak identity as'weaponiand the ‘“ vulnerabilities of the stability
maintenance [weiwen| mechanism”. as-theirtaction strategies, and how differences in
access to resources and political structures led to different rights protection outcomes,
thereby demonstrating the plight of and opportunities for China’s pneumoconiosis

rightful resistance.

Key words : pneumoconiosis ~ peasant worker ~ Love Save Pneumoconiosis ~ rightful

resistance -~ stability maintenance [weiwen] mechanism ~ weak identity
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