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Abstract

The increasing complexity of cross-strait politics has caused the people on both
sides to develop an identity recognition where household registration has replaced
nationality. At present, frequent cross-strait exchange has highlighted identity
problems. The present study adopted a cross-strait identity recognition system where
the household registrations of Taiwan (R.O.C.) and Mainland China were deemed a
type of migration policy to regulate the identity recognition procedures and
substantive rights of Taiwanese and Chinese people, and to examine the identity
conversion problem of people in both Taiwan and Mainland China. In addition,
studies concerning the systems of Taiwan and Mainland China were reviewed to
elucidate the identity problems that Chinese people encounter when attempting to
establish domicile in Taiwan, as well as those Taiwanese people encounter when
attempting to establish domicile in Mainland China. The observations were then
compared the differences between the identity recognition of Taiwan and Mainland
China towards people on the opposite side.

Findings indicated that both Taiwan and Mainland China employ a single-
household registration system for people from the opposite side to resolve the identity
recognition problem and prevent dual household registrations. Regarding people that
have not registered on the opposite side, Mainland China has placed incentives for the
Taiwanese people, attracting them to Mainland China. By contrast, Taiwan has
restrictive measures towards the Chinese people. Despite both sides employing a
single-household registration system, the complexities of cross-strait politics and
sovereignty issues have caused the checking of identity to be extremely difficulty,

which elevates the possibility of dual household registrations problems.

Keyword: cross-strait, Taiwan, Mainland China, household registration system,
identity recognition
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