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Abstract

Toward the end of the Ching Dynasty, China became weak as a
naticn and its people were poor. Confucian ethics was then blamed
for its feudalism and conservatism and thus for getting in the way of
economic development. On the other hand, some of the countries in
East Asia thét have been influenced by Confucian culture have
recently attracted much attention to their economic accomplishments. -
Confucian culture is then credited with the stability and harmony it
offers. s

At first gléncé, these two points of view appear to contradict
each other. At a> deeper level, however, some elements of Confucian
ethics indeed undermine eéonomic development where as others
encourage and foster it. Even more importantly, the function of -
those elements and conditions varies from one period of time to
another. For instance, in the previous age of "industrialism”, the .

confucian emphasis on "following nature” and "harmonious whole" was

regarded as an impediment to progress because it 'implied a disap-
proval of "mastering nature’ and "expansionism’. In contrast, this
emphasis is viewed today as a paradigm both of .env1ronmentahsm
and of the idea that "environmental protection ensures the ever-last-
ing operation of business." o

Key words: Confucian ethics, economic development, family enter-
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Min-Chin-1, National Univ., Lecturer, Yuan-Ze Univ.
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Abstract

"';kdopting the macro perspective of politicalb economy, this article
deals with the change of state policy for alien workers of Taiwan on
the one hand, and the politico-economic factors and impacts of the
entry of alien workers on the other.

Fist of all, it is argue that the state’s opening policy for alien
workers is structurally related to the authoritarian transformation of
the state and the power and pressure of business groups in Taiwan. ,
Hence, L when examing the factors contributing to the opening policy: |
for alien workersw we need to -analyze the changing relationships
among the state economy, and c1v11 society, except for the economlc _
factor of labor - shortage 'Lastly, there | are ' two poht1co economlc i

lmpacts of the entry of alien workers in Talwan One . 1s that the

Southeastern Asian states has competed for quota of alien workers in
Taiwan. The other is that the entry of alien workers conceals up the
gender (females) and ethnic (abongmals) preJudlce 1n the labor

process.

relationships among the state economy and cml soclety,

if ﬁ‘ (",: {: l'




