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Different Feelings under Different
Dictatorships?:
On Four German Novels

Chieh Chien”

ABSTRACT

The four novels, which this research will analyze, come
from four different writers who grew up under the communist
dictatorship. All of these writers had long-term bitter experience
with the dictatorship, whether they were staying in their mother
countries or after they had left home to settle in the former West
Germany. The main thread running through the novels is all
held in the hands of the female first person narrators. Because
all of the narrators consider themselves victims of the dictatorial
system, they always emanate their victim mentality from the
victim perspectives when examining the past and the present.

Both novels, the one of Christa Wolf’s Was bleibt, and
that of Herta Miiller’s Heute wér ich mir lieber nicht begegnet,
demonstrate the everyday life of the communist dictatorship.
They do not just describe the repetitious and individual
surveillance of thoughts, but also the psychosomatic disorder as
its result. Furthermore, both novels also expose the daily
observation practice, and the deep-seated fear of the individuals
living under this political system. On the contrary, Monika
Maron’s Stille Zeile sechs and Kerstin Hensel’s Tanz am Kanal
concentrate mainly on the processes as to how the dictatorial
regime attempts to control the individuals by using collective
education, political ideologies, and nationwide surveillance in
order to distort their sense of identity, and how they eventually
manifest their opposition to the regime and try to change their
life.

KEYWORDS: Dictatorship, Remembrances, History, Trauma,
Secret Police

* Chieh Chien, Associate Professor, Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures,
National Taiwan University, Taiwan
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