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“Having heard that the astronomical instruments are being re-
moved from the observatory, an officer of my staff went there yesterday
and on his return confimms the report. | have the honour to inform your
Excellency that my government would vehemently denaunce any officer
of its service who might enter upon spoliation of this sort, and it will

sincerly regret to learn that any nation with which it cooperated to re-
lieve the besieged leg tions in Peking authorizes or permits its troops to
injure or remove any instruments or other part of the observatory. As
comemander of one of the four cooperating columns whieh relieved the
legations on August 14th, I make to you respectful protest in this mat-
ter and shall inform my govemnment of the fact.”
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