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The adjustment of reality to the masses and of the masses to reality
is a process of unlimited scope, as much for thinking as for
perception.

——Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical
Reproduction”
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( There is no way directly to refute a text. After absolutely total and
devastating refutation, it says exactly the same thing as before.
This is one reason why “the book says” is popularly tantamount to
“it is true.” It is also one reason why books have been burnt. A text
stating what the whole world knows is false will state falsehood
forever, so long as the text exists. Texts are inherently
contumacious. )
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