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What Is Locality?
From the Perspective of Local Knowledge and
Indigenous Category

Hung-Jen Yang
Assistant Professor, Institute of Science, Technology, and Society,
National Yang-Ming University

In the wake of community making in Taiwan’s society in the 1990s,
the issue of locality has become urgent. What characterizes “locality”?
From outside the community, those actors engaged in the movement
of community making hold a set of knowledge and practice, as well as
conceptual categories, about long-term social reform; how would these ideas
about knowledge and categories from outside influence, or be influenced by,
those rooted in the locality?

This paper intervenes in the discussion of locality from the concept
of “boundary,” with a view to defining and complicating the meaning of
“locality.” The actors engaged in community making are required to commit
themselves to the double actions, “boundary maintenence” and “social
reform,” within the boundaries of the locality, established by kinship, local
connections, and worships. In the movement of community making, the
most significant aspect of indigenous category is “public engagement.”
Under the influence of those extrinsic categories, such as civil society and
citizenship, locality has to be reconsidered in practice and a new way of
translating the extrinsic categories into indigenous categories has to be
discovered.

Keywords: boundary, civil society, cultural translation, indigenous category,
local knowledge, public engagement
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