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Abstract

Does the Chinese left have reasons to support liberal democracy?
From mid-1990s onward, serious disagreements over democracy have
taken place in Chinese intellectual circles. While Chinese liberals argue
for the desirability of constitutional democracy, Chinese “new leftists”
tend to reject the latter for reasons that it is too Western and that it
represents just a very limited form of democracy. In contemporary China
virtually all those—including democratic liberals, liberal democrats,
social democrats, and democratic socialists—who propose some version
of liberal constitutional democracy are regarded as “rightists.” Almost
by definition, then, the Chinese “leftists” are against Western-style
liberal democracy. Through a critical examination of the development
of Western leftwing thought, this paper aims to offer some reasons
why the egalitarian left—be it Western or Chinese—would have quite
good and strong cases for supporting liberal democracy as a limited, yet
nevertheless crucial, political advance against Bonapartist or Bismarck-

style bureaucratic despotism.
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