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I 1865, that Dodd uncovered petroleum deposits. Prior to Dodd's 'discovery’,

the crew onboard the numerous ships that sailed the coastline often observed
mysterious lights flickering from the mountainside under the night sky. The
mystery of the 'flickering lights' was finally solved when Dodd noticed that
umall fires, often without provocation, burst out into flames all over the region.

v (fwg) --- Realizing what the cause of this legendary oracle was, the
following year, he leased land twenty miles south-east from Aulang (1% #E).
Here, Dodd, with the employment of local Hakka community purposely built

wells for extracting petroleum. First, it was collected in large wooden
¢ontainers, which were roughly six feet in diameter. Primarily, the oil was only

iy g —EREEE N NE B heing used in a rudimentary way and its crude state was solely used for
i BB KRAKE - XM y y

i : AR : illuminating purpose and for medicinal use, being a highly effective remedy
wll WAE N o b M B i)
o RS e FORIAOR : 21118 » (MG
i BE B ATE - AR ‘ p
' WG AEBEEN  HAE RIS E G RE R - B SET T BEMH
AR SR B A G5 PO HHAE R B KR o AT Ao st T 0 RLE — A
HER SRR o E ik EFEAE (1871) B F T B B KA &
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WAL HEAZ ) OAMER S BHELE B rIEHC R
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{or minor wounds. Dodd managed to get some of the oil of the mountain
{hrough a Cantonese shroff, or money exchanger, in the employment of a local
foreign resident. -+- ( $ & ) --- However, unknown to Dodd, the Chinese man
who_leased the land** was subsequently arrested and beheaded in 1870 for
leasing the land to a foreign subject. No further more action towards extracting

petroleum occurred in Formosa for another ten years.
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W, | Niki J. P. Alsford, The Witnessed Account of British Resident John Dodd at Tamsui, pp.26-19.
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22 144 ¢ John Dodd, “A Few Ideas of the Probable Origin of the Hill Tribes of Formosa,” Joutt
the Straights Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society 9 (June 1882), pp.69-86; 10 (December 1882),
pp.95-212; and Steere 1871),32. fu k> “A Glimpse at the Manners and Customs of the Hill
North Formosa,” Journal of the Straights Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society 15 (1885), p.70.
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