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Abstract

The dual issue of whether and how overseas students in Taiwan and Taiwanese residing
overseas can join the National Health Insurance (NHI) has been a hotly debated issue in the
2010s. Although still inconclusive, this debate no doubt reinforces the boundaries between
“the Taiwan Community” and its others. Past research on such boundary-making usually
focus on the “subjectivity” surrounding shifting self-identities. There has rarely been
discussed how a social-welfare issue such as NHI can play a role in the community-making

process.

Therefore, this thesis explores the public controversies about the eligibility of overseas
students in Taiwan and Taiwanese residing overseas for NHI from 2010 to 2019, in an
attempt to clarify how the NHI influences the making of the Taiwan Community in the
2010s. By doing so, this study seeks to deepen our understanding of the content of nationalist

politics in Taiwan and extend dicussions on Taiwan’s nationalist politics.

This study finds the mainstream opinion throughout this dual controversies holds that: NHI is
a prerogative for Taiwanese. Overseas can join NHI only as add-ons. Mainland Chinese
students and “traitors” should be excluded from the Taiwan Community defined by the
membership in NHI. From this perspective, the Taiwan Community still retains a large
portion of Cold-War consciousness even in the post-Cold-War years.The “Chinese Factor”
arouses much ideological anxiety in various sectors. By debating and negotiating issues such
as the eligibility for NHI membership, people who participate in the debate have collectively
strengthens the idea that the 2.3 million people on the island belong to a single community.

This effectively becomes part of the making o the Taiwan Community in the 2010s.

Keywords: Overseas Student, Taiwanese Overseas, National Health Insurance, Making of the

Taiwan Community
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