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A Sudden Gleam of Hope Amid Gridlock:
The Malaysian Media Reform Action

Kock-Hoo Wong :
ABSTRACT

After the national election on March 8™ 2008, the Malaysian
authoritarian government recently experienced its stinging debacle since the
decades-long of ruling power, and this incident sparked the media reform
action a sudden gleam of hope and amid gridlock.

This paper primarily reviews and examines the progress of Malaysian
media reform action. It also further more reveals that the media reform
action has emerged in a more organizational way till after 1998 under the
continuously suppression by the government. The related idea of reform,
however; seems hard to be universal and deepen into the grass-root level. It
meets the constraints of languages, race and religion which have caused
difficulties to increase the public participation. In other words, all these
obstacles entangled by the media reform aggravates the hardship to expand.

This paper then suggests that the media reform organization should
grasp the opportunities to identity and to clarify its aspirations and missions
following by the sudden change of domestic political scene. Despite the de-
regulation effort of the state's strict manipulation towards media, it should

urge and monitor the government to further the rational media policy agenda

* Kock-Hoo Wong is Ph D.Student at the Graduate Institute of Communication in Shih
Hsin University, Taipei, Taiwan.
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in order to modify the chronically distorted media establishment, and to avoid
the media conglomerates harm the public interests in the name of

liberalization.

Keywords: Malaysia, authoritarianism, freedom of speech, freedom of the

press, democracy, media reform action
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