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Abstract

According to Anthony Giddens, the third way goes beyond both ‘old-style
social democracy’ and ‘neo-liberalism’, and as such it represents the political
renewal of social democracy. So what is the third way? To what extent is the
project true to the ideals of European social democracy and American New
Deal liberalism? This article takes the view that ‘work’ is central to third-way
politics, and that understanding its attitudes towards work is a prerequisite of
understanding much else that it does. The third-way welfare reform aims to
promote work ethic through workfare programs, so as to ‘end welfare as we
knew it’. The article examines these key ideas and their logic, and some of
their practical consequences. It concludes that the Anglo-American third way
is no more than a moderate version of Thatcherism, and represents a return to
the princip!:s of the New Poor Law of 1834. The authoritarianism of third-way
politics is subjected to critical scrutiny.
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