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Bruce Henstell was born, raised and educated in
the city of Los Angeles, California. He graduated
cum laude in history from the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley received a masters degree in Far
Eastern Studies from the University of Michigan
where he was also entered in the Ph D. program in
American Studies. An interest in the history of
motion pictures led to a staff position at the Ameri-
can Film - Center for Advanced Film
Studies and a book, American Film Criticism edited
with New Republic film critic Stanley Kauffmann. As
a freelance writer he has written for both motion

pictures and television. For the past several years,
he has been writing for publications as diverse as
the New York Times and Los Angeles Magazine, of which
he is a contributing editor. His specialty and chief
interest is the history of his native city, a preoccu-
pation disturbed only by his fascination with the

intricacies of Chinese cooking. He lives with a cat
in Venice, California which, he points out, while
once an independent city is now part of Los

Angeles.
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