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Technology-mediated/ing Personhood and
Selfhood: Cyberspace, the Constellation of

Subjectivity, and Memory-devices

Chih-hung Wang
Graduate School for Social Transformation Studies
Shih Hsin University

Abstract

The argumentation of this article deals with the
‘technology-mediated/ing personhood and selfhood’ thesis. Firstly, the
author suggests that most discussions about selfhood in cyberspace ignore
the technological dimension and are trapped in the dichotomy between
the real and the virtual. Borrowing Heidegger’s conception of technology
as the fundamental condition of existence of human being, the author
formulates the thesis of ‘technology-mediated/ing personhood and
selfhood’. This paper also illustrates the dynamics and tension of this
human-technology complex through ‘cyborg’ and ‘prosthesis’. The
author employs the concept of ‘constellation of subjectivity’ to make
sense of ‘technology-mediated/ing personhood and selfhood’, and further
extends in the meaning of ‘memory device’. The author argues that we
should discuss selfhood in cyberspace in a more general framework,
transcending the dilemma between true and false by exploring the
historical trajectory, power relation and social consequence of this
network-connecting condition of human existence.

Keywords: personhood, selfhood, technology, cyberspace,
constellation of subjectivity, memory device



