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7n • '11/\PTER TEN 

ow11 rn11kN, 1111d wu 11<.:VCI' Lhought of them as Communists at all, but 
�i111ply (1H 1illi<;N or Uritain and America in the fight against the Axis. 

'1'11(· M,l',/\,J,J\. was organised into a number of "regiments" 
('()11·<:flpt111(llng roughly to the States in which they had been formed. 
'l'l1r 11il'!h l{(;girnent was the Perak regiment; its headquarters was 
fi(11111·wl1(;r<.; deep in the hills behind Chemor. This small mining 
(Ov\111, IW!11C Lwelve miles north of Ipoh, is close to the foothills of 
11,e Mt1i11 Range-the mountainous tract of jungle-covered country 

hi<.:h is Lhe backbone of the peninsula. Jungle tracks gave access, 
!111'ough Lhese hills, to the Siamese border in the north, Kelantan and
Prd1ang in the east, and Johore in the south. Papan was separated
rrom regimental H.Q. by the broad, densely populated stretch of the
Kin ta Valley. I used to correspond with and send medicines and
money to H.Q. by means of a special courier, but I never knew the
route he took.

There was little contact between the rank and file of different 
units. Couriers kept the commanders in touch with one another, and 
in addition the senior officers of regimental H.Q. would occasionally 
make a tour of the subordinate formations. Such tours of inspection 
always involved lengthy and laborious journeys, and often consider 
able danger. It was on such a tour, when visiting a unit in thl' 
extreme south of the Kinta area, that Lai Fook ( Jliffl*1li'i) was captured 
Lai Fook was the military commander of the Fifth Regiment, and 
in charge of all anti-Japanese activities in Perak, though his auth111 
ity was ultimately subordinate to that of the political commandl'I 
His loss was a great blow to the guerilla organisation. He wa� 
known to be a man of great courage and determination, but tl11• 
Japanese methods of questioning had often enough succeeded 111 
breaking the strongest wills, and no one could be sure that Lai h 111k 
would be able to hold out against them. Soon after his capture I w11� 
asked by the local guerilla unit to find out where "the Captain", 1.­
he was called for security reasons, was imprisoned, I made Sl'Vl'litl 
inquiries but had learnt nothing before I shared his fate myscll II I 
had been able to provide the necessary information I belicVl' 1111 
;11cri llas would have staged an attack on the largest possi bll' •,, 1111, 
with the object of rescuing him. 

The guerillas in the immediate vicinity of Papan were or,•,a111 1,1•1I 
1 11 11 1111i1 which was a component of the Fifth Regiment and 1,1111111 

NO DRAM OF MERCY 

dinate to regimental H.Q. It may most conveniently be refc rrc:cl (<1 11 
,1 company. The strength of the Papan company was perhnpl-l 11 
lwndred, but this number varied a good deal from time to time./\ 
llllmber of agents maintained contact between the population of 
I 'opan and the surrounding area and the company in the hills; they 
1•ollected information and contributions in the shape of money, food 
liJtl other supplies. Stripes and Blackie, who visited No. 74, were 

11nly two of this number; some of the others we knew by sight or 
wpmation, though we had no dealings with them. 

'·.>mpany H.Q. was some miles deep in the hills behind Papan. A 
11ding track led up to it from the town itself, and along the track, 

ii Intervals of perhaps three miles, were two or three huts, at each of 
· lllt•ll a courier or perhaps a smaJl detachment was stationed. These
01 Vl:d as stages on the route between the company and the town.
!lir: /'lrst hut was only a couple of miles from the town; it was to this
dwl I l1ad directed Don Juan and Romeo. In fact there were two or
dH'c1 l1uLs at this point, and it was actuaJly a small camp. It was used
".DI 111,iy by the agents who maintained liaison with the town but
dt1, I ,y llic sick guerilJas who had to come in to me for treatment. So

!111(1[1 ,nes accommodated quite a number.
\ i 111111 ber of letters passed

1:.-i\\'i 1_11 111c and the commander 
l'npnn company, but I 

, , 111< 11 him until June 1943, 
1; 11 Ju \V(;nt down with a se-

1111H k of malaria and came 
,ulr11 ly for treatment. Al­

! C\ 1 1 i pittient who came 
liiT11 1111• l1iUs used to get a 

I l;i,1 l!'n nnd a few bis­
' \ I II I, 111 I 1<· returned. Chen 

1 1111 ) IYP1ilu always insist 
11,i• il1111 U,c others were 

!!', I 111 l1n1• 1,imself, so I 
i ; !ill 110 1,i,n to stay on 

1k 1,1/w,1-1 l1L1d left and 
, 1111 d w1il1 uis. This gave 
1 ,�u,1/iild/ 111 1:ilk over 
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