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Abstract

From the 8" to 10™ centuries, there were constant
diplomatic exchanges and trade between Japan and Bohai. The
diplomatic status between the two states was disputed because
Japan wanted to make Bohai its tributary state, whereas Bohai
tried to maintain the position of parity. During the Five Dynasties
period in the 10™ century, an age of multi-state system, the five
successive states in the north had different relations with the
Khitan Liao, which enjoyed at least equal status with the more
powerful states, while accepted tributes from others, including
some kingdoms in the south. In the 11™ century the Song dynasty
established equal status with the Liao through the conclusion of
two treaties, which patterned after the covenants in ancient China.
The western state of Xia was unsuccessful in its struggle for parity
with Song and Liao. The Southern Song, however, adopted a
realistic policy in its relations with the more powerful Jin in the
12" century. Having been once the tributary state of the Jin, the
Southern Song managed to maintain an equal status to a certain
extent. The struggles for international parity demonstrated the

nature of traditional East Asian politics and diplomacy.
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Abstract

Song and Liao concluded the Treaty of Shan-yuan in 1004-5,
inaugurating a long period of peace. Along the borders between
the two states, there were numerous issues that should be settled
quickly and peacefully. This paper examines Northern Song
diplomatic documents regarding its relations with the Liao.
Emphasis is on the missives between the two states at the local
level. The Song government exchanged state letters with the Liao
in important matters, but entrusted the local governments in the
border regions to handle miscellaneous business with the
counterparts on the other side. The exchange of missives at the
local level was on a footing of equality, and the practice can be
seen in the diplomacy between Bohai and Japan, Liao and Koryo,
and between other East Asian countries. The diplomacy reflected
Song realistic attitude towards the neighboring state in an age of

multi-state system in East Asia.
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