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The Formation of the Research Method of

the Principles of Chinese Economy ( Zhongguo Jingji Yuanlun)
Qiu Shijie

Abstract ; Marx’s Das Kapital studies capitalist economy, but the mainstream consensus formed by Chinese
Marxists before 1949 believes that Chinese society is still pre-capitalist. Such theoretical contradiction
constitutes a problem that Chinese Marxists need to answer. Wang Yanan, a Marxist economist, wrote the
Principles of Chinese Economy ( Zhongguo Jingji Yuanlun) in the 1940s as a representative work to resolve
the aforementioned contradiction. However, because Wang Yanan has encountered various challenges at
home and abroad, from right to left, he spent a long time refining and reflexing the research method of the
Principles. This process is not only a microcosm of the Sinicization of Marxist political economy before 1949 ,
but also a continuous clue to the intellectual history of Wang Yanan.

Key Words; Wang Yanan, National Forms, Das Kapital
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