in the million people protest, my daughter asked me..
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Darkness cannot drive out darkness; 4 BEAE
only light can do that. #EEE

Hate cannot drive out hate; # FreedomHK

only love can do that.

Martin Luther King, Jr.
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“I make my own propaganda.” So many young people have already given so much, so
I hope to contribute what I can and take some action from a dad’s perspective. Using
words and imagery, hoping to connect with other parents who are also fighting for their
children’s future, reaching out to care, to embrace, to encourage others and add strength
to Hong Kong. Today as parents we may not be on the frontline, but sometimes I would
imagine my own children putting on a yellow helmet in 10 years’ time. I have no power
to direct the protests, but I can choose to sow seeds of love and hope and to sing on the
streets, “You may say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the only one.”

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate cannot drive hate; only
love can do that.” The true cornerstone of freedom and democracy is love. No matter how
far we go in the protests, may our hearts always be rooted in love for the people and for
this land.







Daddy's roar
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Say No to a fallen Hong Kong.

During the umbrella movement (2014) and the current anti-extradition movement (2019), I
asked myself the same questions: What's the point of resisting when the PRC government
will inevitably have full control over Hong Kong from July 1, 2047 onwards?

Since having my own children, my perspective on 2047 changed completely. By 2047,

my daughter and son will be almost 30 years old, perhaps with their own families. Will
this city still be one which celebrates freedom, human rights and rule of law? We have

no control over how the the crushing authoritarian government will suppress our next
generation after 2047, but before 2047 arrives, we as parents have every choice to fight for
time and space to teach our children to embrace justice, love and humanity. Not only do
we refuse for this city to be a fallen one, we refuse to be fallen people.

Daddy’
RRFEITENT ?

Daddy, when will we finish walking?
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Participating in demonstrations is not fun, and worse still when it involves a million
people. It was an extremely hot day, the air was filled with the stench of sweat and the
echoes of shouting and the crowds stretched further than the eye could see. When my
daughter asked me more than a few times when we would finish walking, I could only
ask her to be patient as we marched on. Quietly my children followed the crowd for six
hours and made history with Hong Kong people.

Daddy must apologise to you that your Sunday wasn’t more fun or comfortable. My
daughter, your tantrum in the MTR on the way home cried out to your mummy and I that
you had reached breaking point. You and your brother were tired beyond exhaustion and
emotions flared, but I couldn’t even soothe and settle you. I was so mad at myself, yet in

a time like this, what can I do to protect my family and stand for our precious rights and
freedoms?
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Why are we putting all the flowers here by the road?
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“There was a man who really loved Hong Kong. He decided to end his life in hope of
telling the government what the people stood for. That’s why so many people have come
here to honour him.” We didn’t bring flowers with us that day, but as my daughter said
that she too would like to honour the man, a lady nearby heard and with a smile, gave my
daughter a bunch of flowers. (Thank you so much.)

(Several other people chose to commit suicide in protest as the movement continued.

All of a sudden, people began to search for “the one” on social media and on the streets,
because we couldn’t bear to see another innocent citizen give up his/her precious life for
this brutal authority. We must stand together.)
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Them and us
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Perhaps you and I don’t understand the “violent” clashes and occupation by the young
people. But are they rioters? From their roadblocks and occupation, I saw the true rioters:
the Hong Kong government and the police and their violence. The young people lifted
the same banners as we did in the rallies and when our voices fell on deaf ears, they were
willing to take further action at the cost of their future and safety.

As for me? When the government did nothing to respond, I didn't do much more to fight
for myself or family other than sit back to watch the news and occasionally contribute a
memo of encouragement on a Lennon Wall. If these young people are willing to protest
through action and I don’t have a better plan, I decided I should not point fingers at or
ruin their discussion and action. In fact, I ought to come out to protect at critical moments!
After all, a free and democratic Hong Kong is not just for the young people, but for the
good of our own children.
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When I get overwhelmed
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As parents, many times we wished we could support the students on the frontline, but

we couldn’t because of our young children so we ended up looping and looping different

news livestreams within four walls. Our children tried their best to engage us in their

games but at my best I could only give them a half-hearted response. On June 12, before

my daughter went to bed, I decided to put my phone away. Holding her in my embrace,

we looked into each other’s eyes and I asked her if she felt mummy and daddy acted

strange that day. Without a word, she nodded gently. She may not be able to understand b o]
it, but she definitely felt it. ’

Almost everyday, conflict and clashes have provoked our emotions: anger, tears,
despair, desperation. As important as it is to follow what’s happening, itis
equally important for us as parents to pay attention to our mental health as

it has a direct impact on the family and the children. Indeed there is time for
protests and time for rest, time to be overwhelmed and time to keep calm.

We have a long way to go and we must first take good care of ourselves.
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Is the government still not listening to us?

BERRRZEAANEIFRAHEN  BEBH  XER  FNDEFEEFT
BT ZmMZRKE—EANSRERMERTNES  BEREFERNTE
Eff ABC MEFHABENEZFERRR T BTMRSE -

HH—EEFEA  SEGUENOEE  PRNEREETE-THER BEM
B raem T —ABENMRNE  BERBENMRNE  UNEESRETF —BBANRE
HRNERBEARMEVENRER  AWAT ZEERREL - BFFEENE
Bl ? ROABBUEREHEN—E& -

I was quite surprised to see this from my daughter and felt a mixture of pride and sorrow.
I felt proud that my daughter has learnt the meaning of demonstration over the month
and a seed of resistance has been planted in good soil. Yet sorrow lingered because what
kind of society would force its children to know protest and demonstration before they’ve
even learnt their numbers and letters?

In face of an authoritarian government with complete disdain for its citizen and life

in general, anger and frustration seized every inch of my heart. Yet as parents, we
cannot sow seeds of hatred in our children because hatred will only reap war. To this
government, the voice of two million people was nothing more than the sound of leaves
rustling as the wind blew, and falling back to the ground as the wind passed. But is this
really the end of the story? I choose to stand on the side of hope.
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To my children
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My dear little ones, daddy was so proud to see you holding the signs I made for you two.
Thank you for participating. Daddy will always remember how sweaty your faces were
as you marched, the moments where you yelled for juice and snacks, the moments when
you sat and lied down in the stroller. Know that Hong Kong people will always stand
together at critical moments.

I don’t know whether such a huge movement has left seeds of enlightenment or heavy
memories in your heart - do tell me when you're older. One day when you realise that
your mummy and daddy, and many other mums and dads, took to the streets in June
2019 for the sake of freedom, against the brutality of this government, I hope you will feel

not fear but pride.
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the issue gradually disappeared into silence
t else can daddy do for you, my childre
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Structural violence is killing our future
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Destruction to Hong Kong has not ceased.
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Since Hong Kong's handover in 1997, the PRC government has relentlessly infringed on
Hong Kong'’s autonomy as a Special Administrative Region (SAR) as affirmed in the Sino-
British Joint Declaration (1984). Taking advantage of a broken democratic system and a
Legislative Council (Legco) filled with pro-PRC members, the PRC government continues
to draft bills to consolidate its control at the cost of the freedom of Hong Kong people.
Loosely approving budgets in the hundreds of millions for various infrastructure projects
with no direct benefit to the majority of the society, exercising unreasonable censorship
over an increasing number of non-traditional political candidates in the Legco, exploiting
basic civil rights - countless issues leave a bloodied and bruised Hong Kong.
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