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Abstract

In late 2002 a revised draft of The Ordinance of Cross-Strait
Relations was sent to Taiwan’s Legislature Yuan to be read, which
proposed to extend the minimum period of time a Mainland Spouse must
wait to acquire full citizenship from eight to eleven years. During the
following year and a half thousands of members of cross-strait marriage
organized and participated actively in three consecutive sessions of
demonstration against the regulation, hence initiating heated debates in
mass media and among legislators of all major political parties about the
nature of citizen belongingness a Mainland Spouse should assume and
might demonstrate. Based on analysis of the very regulation as well as
materials of both participatory observation of the three demonstrations and
in-depth interviews with more than fifty Mainland Spouses having
engaged with them, this paper aims to highlight in what means the legal
system has affected the immigrant’s everyday-life practices, why and in
which styles s/he has participated in the social movement, and how a
participant’s understanding of social justice has been influenced by such a
form of social practice. It concludes with the argument that, in order to put
multiculturalist social justice into practice, each receiving country shall
take grave consideration of how politics of sentiments excise their power

on the immigrant into account.

Key Words: Mainland Spouse, Cross-Strait Marriage, The Ordinance of
Cross-Strait Relations, Social Justice, Social Movement, Legal

Practice, Politics of Sentiments
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