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Summary cobhhenthefi s

Cultural policy has as much relevance to a country’s overal social, political, and
economical development as culture is part and parcel of its fabrics of society, politics and
economy. Therefore, in implementing community empowerments as an important part of
the official cultural policy, one should not overlook the relationships of conflict and
coordination that may exist between such diverse factors as the operation of government
power, transformation of economic structure, and spontaneous developments of a civil society.
The present thesis proposes to examine these relationships against the background of
interactions between the government and the civil society in Taiwan at three various stages of
its recent history. My approach will focus on the formation of social power, seeing it as
arising from changes in the relationships described above. Asaresult of this study, it will be
possible to give afair review of Taiwanese policies in building community empowerments, to
the effect of determining how its motivations of social change and renewal have helped to
create the consensus and power base for a civil society.

Key words community empowerment, community development, cultural industries,

community cultural museums
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