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Commodifying International Taiwanese-Vietnamese
Marriages

Hong-Zen Wang
Department of Marketing, National Chung Hsing University

Shu-Ming Chang

Graduate Institute of Southeast Asia Studies, Tamkang University

The authors explore commodification processes associated with the in-
creasing number of marriages between Vietnamese and Taiwanese by anal-
yzing the activities of intermediaries in the two countries. Marriage has tra-
ditionally been regarded as a decommodified social process, but in this situ-
ation it has become extensively commodified, with all associated activities
performed with profit in mind. This highly commercialized system has been
constructed by intermediary agents in both countries who have successfully
created a cross-border marriage strong market demand for Vietnamese mar-

riage partners in Taiwan.

Keywords: commodification, cross-border marriage, intermediary agency,

Vietnam, Taiwan.
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