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ABSTRACT

Towards the end of 1980s, along with the out splash of social force, urban social movements and citizen struggles
started to show their strength. Struggling for the supply of collective consumption and its quality, fighting against the
risk from NIMBY facilities, resisting the dismantle of illegitimate housing, striving for heritage preservation, and
claiming for the living and working rights for certain minority groups, all these add up to the Taipei citizen’s rich
struggle experiences and formed quite some groups and organizations devoted in active movements. All these
movements have their cultural dimensions, involving the identification as subjects of civil rights, and the frames of
interpretation for understanding one’s situation and problems. It is also entangled with all kinds of social mobilization
strategies and ceremonies for solidarity in the organizing processes. However, in late 1990s, along with the
transformation of the social basis of urban regime, the soaring international competition between cities, and the
construction of new Taiwaness nationalism consciousness, “culture” became an important urban governance field.
Facing this new stage of urban development, many citizen struggles and social movements also get involved in the
cultural governance and actively utilize culture as strategies, tactics or aims for their movements. In other words,
compare to the citizen struggles in the past, movements under cultural governance have much clearer and prominent
cultural claims in their means and goals. The aim of this study is to ravel out the mechanism of this “manifest cultural
turn” in social movements, and evaluate the limitations and possibilities of these cultural strategies.
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