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This paper aims to explore the practical implications of
deliberative democracy for technological decision-making, which
has long been located in the domains of technocracy. From
epistemic viewpoints, the practice of deliberative democracy
creates forums of "social learning" in which different rationalities,
assumptions and knowledge about technological risks can
communicate and negotiate in search for truth. From normative
viewpoints, proponents of deliberative democracy argue that the lay
public shall be offered adequate opportunities and sufficient
information to participate in discussions about technological policy.
The process of participation will foster civic competence and
virtues. With empirical data from Citizen Conference and
Deliberative Polls held in Taiwan, we show that the deliberative
modes of citizen participation have effects on enhancing policy

knowledge, subjectively political efficacy, public spirit and
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willingness to participate further. Civic competence and civic
virtues cultivated from public deliberation are important not only
for deepening democracy in general but also for democratizing
technological decision-making in particular. In conclusion, we
argue that, to democratize technological decision-making, we need

to offer more opportunities of public discussions.

Key words: deliberative democracy, citizen participation,
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deliberative polls.
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