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Abstract

From 1949 onward, a solid set of antagonistic mechanisms was gradually
established between Taiwan and Mainland China, which can be conceptualized,
in Korean thinker Paik Nak-chung’s terms, as the formation of a “division
system.” Fifty years later, the system is weakening and in crisis, but the long
term effects remain deeply seated in social body and the structure of subjec-
tivity. Since the 1960s, division system (and its overcoming) has been at the

BRIRE R EE =1t 57

center of Chen Yingzhen’s thought and literature to the extent that it has
become a presupposition encompassing all his work. Due to the complexity of
the division system, this essay focuses on only one plane of the problematic
subject: waishengren or mainlander who lost their home. Waishengren refers to
those who moved from their mainland homeland to be “in exile” in Taiwan.
Different from the situation of “diaspora,” they are neither immigrants dwelling
in a foreign territory, nor temporarily residing in other parts of one’s own
country, but are forced to move by the political conflicts within ta nation, and
hence cannot return to their home. In relational term, waishengren co-exists
with benshengren, i.e. people “native” to the Taiwan island. To understand the
difficult mental conditions of both waishengren and benshengren has been Chen
Yingzhen's practice to overcome the division of the nation within Taiwan. This
essay reads closely Chen’s stories written over the time span of forty years,
starting from the earliest “Cats and Their Grandma” (1961), via “The Cloud”
(1980) of the middle period, to the latest “Loyal-Filial Park” (2001). With an
attempt to give an account of the lives and political paths of waishengren, the
essay contributes to a deeper understanding of the mental conditions of life in

the Third World.
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