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Struggling with State Authoritarianism and
Ethnic Politics in Malaysia: A Case Study of the
WAMI Media Reform Organization

Kock-Hoo WONG
Abstract

Malaysian media operate in an environment constrained and limited by
state authoritarianism and ethnic politics. Recent grassroots media reform
organizations must contend with the existing regime while simultaneously deal
with the country’s complex ethnic-relations. The latter involves both
inter-ethnic and intra-ethnic group factors that then put the media reform
project in an awkward and complicated position. This study on the emergence
and practice of the Writer Alliance For Media Independence (WAMI), a media
reform organization constituted exclusively of Malaysian Chinese, provides
important insights on these issues. Specifically, this article argues that media
reform organizations should link horizontally with other civil organizations to
expand and broaden the power base of reform and also to deepen the
ideological work concerning concepts of the freedom of speech and of the press.
Additionally, it is necessary to mobilize more citizens to join the media reform
project to improve the media environment thereby contribute to the continuing

democratization of Malaysia.

Keywords: Authoritarianism, ethnic politics, democratization, media reform,
monopoly
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