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The Political Career of Artist Mei-Shu Lee

Jung Jung Yu"

Abstract

Professor Lee Mei-shu was an unique and controvertial artist in Taiwan - He not
only devoted himself to the creation of his art work, he also took advocating
aesthetics among the general public his lifetime mission - He joined public service
actingasan  alderman for the Taipei Country in Taiwan between 1950-1958 -

Many art critics consider the quality of Lee’s art lessened during his mid-age
period - They further attribute this change to his involvement in the politics and his
effect in reconstructing the Three Gorger Temple(= ™) - They think he shoud have
devoted himself completely,he could have been more successful as an artist -

However, as a line in traditional Chinese poetry goes : “Fallen petals, not without
feelingTransforming into spring mud, nurturing flower still”

I think Lee is just as accomplished judging from his remarkable input in
promoting general concerns for the art - *...unless a grain of wheat falls into the
ground and dies - it remains along ; but if it dies - it produces much grain-” The Gospel
According to JOHN 12 : 24 of New Testament said -

Keyword : Lee Mei-Shu,Unique and controvertial artist inTaiwan,

Alderman for the Taipei Country in Taiwan,Reconstructing

the Three Gorger Temple

*Jung Jung Yu,Associate Professor of Center of General Education in Shih Hsin University.
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