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The fervor of the Kuomintang's youth had passed to the Communists leaving Chungking with
history's most melancholy tale: that every successful revolution puts on in time the robes of the
tyrant it has deposed. Madame Chiang Kai-shek in a rare moment left a brief acknowledgment.
When a number of journalists returned from Yenan with enthusiastic reports, she invited them to
tea, though disbelieving, to hear what they had to say in person. After listening to their glowing
tales of the Communists' integrity, idealism and sacrifice for a cause, she said it was impossible for
her to believe them. Walking to the window she stared out across the river in silence for several
minutes and then turned back to the room and spoke the saddest sentence of her life". "If what you
tell me about them is true, then I can only say they have never known real power."

----Stilwell and teh American Experience in China: 1911-1945, by Barbara Wertheim Tuchman
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When I said that the general impression was that the Communists were the least corrupt and best
element in China, she exclaimed: 'Incorrupt, yes; but that's because they haven't got power yet.'
There is certainly much truth in this remark, and Madame Chiang is obviously, unlike her sister
Madame Sun Yat Sen, a political realist. Nevertheless, in conversation with her one felt an
emotional bitterness on her part towards the Communists and an unwillingness to recognize their
merits. Her hatred of those who not only fought against Chiang Kai-shek so long, but who to-day
still challenge her own religious and social concepts, obscures her political judgement, which in
other respects is so penetrating. On the other hand, her Christian beliefs, which are most sincerely
held, blind her to the shortcomings of those who share them, or appear to share them.
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