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Chiang Kai-Shek's Perspective on Civil War
in Indonesia and "South China Sea Plan"

Lian, Cheng-Si

Abstract
“South China Sea Plan” was drew by Ministry of National Defense of ROC

in the beginning of June of 1958 under Chiang’s instruction. The plan was
designed for assisting the “revolutionaries” in Indonesia, who called themselves
“Revolutionary Government of the Republic of Indonesia (PRRI)”, in order to
keep fighting against Sukarno administration till building a new anti-communist
government in Indonesia. To achieve the goal, arms assistance, blocking
operation against Communist China in South China Sea and sending forces to
Indonesia were all included in this plan. Even though the ideas of this
adventurous plan of Taipei had been dissuaded by Washington since the end of
May, Chiang was still decidedly to carry on it. While it proved that
implementation of the plan was beyond the capacity of ROC without assistance
from US, Chiang’s unusual enthusiasm for helping PRRI rasied some questions
for us. Why did Chiang pay attention to Indonesia before he struck back to
Mainland China, and insisted on intervention whatever discouraged by US? This
thesis will try to analyze Chiang’s perceptions on civil war in Indonesia and the
political situations of Far East which arose the plan, to explain the connections
between Chiang’s support democratic revolution in Indonesia and his “Strike
Back” Policy, and what made his perspective different from US policy towards

Indonesia during the Cold War.

Keywords: Chiang Kai-shek, South China Sea Plan, PRRI, Strike Back
Policy, Cold War
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April 30, 1958," United States Department of State, FRUS, 1958-1960, Indonesia, Vol. XVII, Document 74.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus 1958-60v17/d74 (2020 4 4 A 30 B#|'&)
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8 Office of the Historian, "Memorandum of Conversation, Washington, May 23, 1958," United States
Department of State, FRUS, 1958-1960, Indonesia, Vol. XVII, Document 109.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1958-60v17/d109 (2020 &6 A 3 8)
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10 Gardner, Paul F., Shared Hopes, Separate Fears : Fifty Years of U.S.-Indonesian Relations , Paul F. Gardner.
Boulder, Colo: Westview Press, 1997, p.133.

1 Office of the Historian, "Memorandum From the Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs
(Robertson) to Secretary of State Dulles, Washington, January 2, 1958," United States Department of State,
FRUS, 1958-1960, Indonesia, Vol. XVII, Document 1.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus 1958-60v17/dl (2020 &6 A 3 8)

12" Conboy, Kenneth and James Morrison. Feet to the Fire: CIA Covert Operations in Indonesia, 1957-1958.
Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 1999. p. 37.
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B =% BRA DHBHBR RS AT FRHRITEMEA L T EGHE | —Fh Rl £E
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Conboy, Kenneth and James Morrison. Feet to the Fire: CIA Covert Operations in Indonesia, 1957-1958.
Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 1999. pp. 38-40.
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B A AR EF %K MR & -A o Office of the Historian, " Telegram From the Embassy in Indonesia to
the Department of State, Djakarta, March 15, 1958," United States Department of State, FRUS, 1958-1960,
Indonesia, Vol. XVII, Document 40.

https://history .state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus 1958-60v17/d40 (2020 &6 A 3 8)
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Office of the Historian, " Telegram From the Embassy in Indonesia to the Department of State, Djakarta, March
8, 1958," United States Department of State, FRUS, 1958-1960, Indonesia, Vol. XVII, Document 86.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus 1958-60v17/d86 (2020 &6 A 5 8)
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17" Conboy, Kenneth and James Morrison. Feet to the Fire: CIA Covert Operations in Indonesia, 1957-1958.
Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 1999. p.42.
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Conboy, Kenneth and James Morrison. Feet to the Fire: CIA Covert Operations in Indonesia, 1957-1958.
Annapolis, Maryland: Naval Institute Press, 1999. pp. 42-44.
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29 “On contrary such action only exacerbates situation and ties down GOI army preventing its return to Java
where it has and we believe will continue exert pressures against Communists.”

Office of the Historian, " Telegram From the Embassy in Indonesia to the Department of State, Djakarta, July
7, 1958," United States Department of State, FRUS, 1958-1960, Indonesia, Vol. XVII, Document 132.
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus 1958-60v17/d132 (2020 =9 A 19 B#|&)
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30 Office of the Historian, " Telegram From the Embassy in Indonesia to the Department of State, Djakarta,
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