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common. A Sumatra ruler would try to annex the west of Java and a Ja-
vanese ruler would try to annex the south of Sumatra, so as to dominate
the Sunda passage. The struggle for the Sunda Strait became a majot
theme in the history of the archipelago.
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gol peril; and that he persuaded them to join a confederacy based on magic
power. He had heard that Kublai Khan had been dedicated as a Jina Buddha

with the special task of conquering many countries, mcluding South East
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Asia. He himself then was dedicated as a Bhairava Buddha with the special
task of saving South East Asia from her fate. As he saw it, the struggle
was between supernatural powers ; magic rorce could be mobilised on his
side ; and he believed thal the outcome of the struggle would be decided on
this supernatural plane. Once the spiritual powers supporting Kublai had been
defeated, then it would be easy to defeat his treops by land and sea. Thus,
in effect, says this theory,K Kertanzgara, by means of these arguments, Ied
the verious states to join a “ Grand Alliance” under his leadership and of
this alliance Sri Vijaya was a member. This alliance, however, fell to

piece on the death of Kertanagara,
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