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Pref‘ace‘r
The World Opens its Umbrella

China's economic rise has been spectacular and good for the whole world. But its
political structures do not reflect this economic self-confidence and vitality.

Could you, for example, have guessed how worrying an umbrella could be?

Open one these days in Beijing and security officials are likely to go weak at the knees.
| sympathise with all those Chinese apparatchiks who get soaked when it rains, rather
than risk giving political offence.

Of course what these umbrellas represent is an idea — an idea which will command the
future. Men and women should be able to decide for themselves how they will live under
the rule of law, and how they should be governed.

It's interesting how everyday articles can come to represent fundamental values.

Following the atrocities in Paris, the pen has come to symbolise freedom of speech. Is
the pen mightier than the sword? If it was not, no one would have written any history.
So writing the contemporary history of Hong Kong in these essays is a contribution to a
brighter future shaped by the most enduring of values.

The umbrellas remind us that whatever the ethnicity, religion or nationality of men and
women, young and old, they want to run their own lives. It is insulting to suggest that the
democracy demonstrators in Hong Kong were simply naive or ill-intentioned puppets
of outside forces. Communist propagandists get no smarter or more sophisticated. It is
enough to make one weep for their fearful ignorance and prejudice.

What the rest of the world watched in Hong Kong last year was a dignified, principled,
home-grown yearning for pluralism, freedom and accountability, for the right to be
treated as responsible citizens.

“Citizen” — there's another dangerous word to set alongside “umbrella”.

It was sad that Hong Kong's own government showed such a paucity of leadership,
making no effort to seek out a statesmanlike compromise. The statesmen carried
the umbrellas, while a shadowy group of Communist officials in Shenzhen made the
decisions and called all the shots, only supported by other authoritarian governments
like Mr Putin's.

The events in Hong Kong in the last months of 2014 won't be swept under the carpet
and forgotten. The ash-can of history is full of-arguments made against freedom. Hong
Kong has written the first paragraphs in the next chapter on human dignity and the
invincible cause of freedom under just laws.

Chris Patten
The Last Governor of Hong Kong
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