


MAY 13
BEFORE AND AFTER




© Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra

First Edition, English, September, 1969.

First Edition, Rumi, September, 1969.

‘ First Edition, Jawi, October, 1969.
o, s 1 A A L ]
’ -~ ' 3 » ¥

{ v ds' b Y 1 g1

DEDICATION

With all humility I dedicate this
book to those men and women of all
races, old or young, who rallied
round the Government of Malaysia
in a time of dire distress, to those
who suffered injury or loss, and
above all, to those who died in
innocence through no fault of their
own. I also dedicate this book to
our Security Forces for their deep
devotion to duty during the tragic
disturbances by restoring law and
order in the cause of peace.
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“No man is an Island, entire of itself; Every man is a piece
of the Continent, a part of the main.”

“Any man's death diminishes me, because I am involved
in Mankind; And therefore never send to know for whom
the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.”

John Donne




THOUGHTS FROM A HOSPITAL BED

HEN one is in hospital, recuperating from an operation,

there is plenty of time to think. Awake or asleep in
the long lonely hours of the night, events and circumstances,
causes and reactions form patterns in the mind; problems
and explanations, facts and solutions wrestle with each
other. Solitude, they say, is good for the soul; it is certainly
helpful to meditation.

On June 6th, 1969, at a time of national crisis it was
my ill luck—or perhaps for some good purpose—to be
ordered into hospital while my heart was sad and my mind
full of tragic events that had taken place in Malaysia, only
three weeks before.

I did not go into hospital of my own wish, but due
to circumstances beyond my control. The days and nights
of tension and crisis caused severe strain on my eyes. I
realised that as a result of mounting pressure my right eye
had been seriously affected, and if not attended to quickly
might cause the loss of my sight.

1




So on the advice of my eye specialist, Dr. Keshmahinder
Singh, and of my personal physician, Dato Dr. Pillai, I
agreed to undergo a long-deferred operation. The services
of a famed eye-surgeon were obtained; he was Mr. Redmond
Smith of Moorefield Hospital, England. He arrived in
Kuala Lumpur on June 6th and I found myself promptly
admitted to the University Teaching Hospital in Kuala
Lumpur the same afternoon and operated upon the next
morning.

Throughout my political career I have always done my
most serious thinking in the early hours of the morning
after prayers. In fact this has been my life-long habit.
The harrowing sorrowful events of recent weeks weighed
heavily on me. In a way I welcomed the enforced sojourn
in hospital as a chance to think deeply on what had
occurred in my beloved country.

This small book is the result of those ten days and
nights of contemplation. Before entering hospital I had
already decided, in fact I had announced, that sooner or
later I would write about the recent elections, the riots
and their effects. So in a sense the operation was ‘“heaven-
sent”, and a blessing in disguise, although it was agonising.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my sincere
thanks to the specialists and to Dato Professor Danaraj
and the staff of the University Teaching Hospital for the
patience and consideration they showed in every way in
looking after me.

My effort in publishing this book may seem amateurish,
but while I reclined in bed, with nothing to do, with all
that time on my hands, I thought it best to jot down my
thoughts on paper. I recalled the saying—"“In the country
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of the blind, the one-eyed man is King”. Here was 1 for
the time being a one-eyed man, and not wanting my country
or my people to be blind to the realities we must face,
then here was my opportunity to express my Views.

I have had no experience of journalism, but what value
these thoughts of mine may have do not belong to either
the realms of journalism or literature. This book is on my
part a simple, honest endeavour to open the eyes of the
good citizens of this country to truth; and to falsehood
which gives rise to intrigue, and in doing so to suggest
how best we can all play our parts together for the
future.

This book is not addressed to the world in general but
to my fellow-citizens, to whom all local references to
persons or places will be only too familiar. I want to
present them with the facts according to my knowledge and
enquiries, the facts as I see them, shocking though they may
be. This is my purpose, and it is my hope that they will
ponder, as I have, on the unfortunate events we endured,
determined that such a tragedy will never take place again.

In our twelve years of independence we have faced
up to difficulties before, both internally and externally, and
have survived successfully as a sovereign nation and a free
people, living and working together in true democracy.

We suffered together the unhappiness and misery of
three years of War and Occupation. Next, after three years
of peace we endured the trials and tribulations of an
insurrection from within, inspired and led by the Malayan
Communist Party—the Emergency which lasted twelve long
years. During this time we achieved a double victory—
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emerging not only as a free nation but also with the
distinction of defeating the Communists.

Then after the formation of Malaysia, in 1963 we met
a new threat of aggression, this time from without. This
was our embroilment with Indonesia, which lasted three
years, being known to the world as “Confrontation”. I am
happy to say that following this unfortunate conflict
Malaysia and Indonesia are now close friends and good
neighbours.

Throughout all these years the voice of the people was
always paramount. They expressed their views and cast
their votes four times in General Elections—first in 1955
in British colonial days, and then three time in our free
nation in 1959, 1964, and finally this year, 1969.

Time and again during these years of independence
since 1957 1 have been asked as Prime Minister how I
managed to keep the many races in this country with
their different customs, religions and ways of life so peaceful
and united.

My reply was always that the answer lay in the nature
of the people themselves, as all our component races are
tolerant and friendly. Everyone is free to carry out his own
interests in life, whether in business, in the professions, or
in politics. As individuals or groups we might have
our likes or dislikes and were at liberty to pursue them.
We might agree or disagree, but always we worked together
because we believed the spirit of democracy was the best
medium of expression of our way of life.

A typical instance of our democracy in action was the
evolution of our Constitution. Its form and content were
openly debated up and down the land at all levels of
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society, groups and individuals freely putting forward their
views, with the final result that common understanding was
reached on the Constitution as a whole, including such
controversial matters as citizenship, the National Language
and special consideration for the economic position of the
Malays. Our Constitution was a national compact binding
us all together.

There was, however, one limit to our tolerance as free
people. The Malayan Communist Party was banned, a
proscription that still applies, because we had found out from
bitter experience that Communist ideas and our own chosen
way of life were fundamentally opposed. We could never
[orget the insurrection that had caused untold havoc in
lives and property, draining our country’s finances and
hindering our economic progress.

We had no wish then, and we have no wish now,
to allow this political cancer to grow and fester in our
national body. Unfortunately, as events will show, the
insidious evil of Communism still exists among us, always
on call to damage our peace and prosperity. We likewise
must remain constantly on the alert against such designs.

In all other respects, however, Malaysia has been a
liberal working democracy. Any political party could be
freely formed and openly active, and new parties have
frequently come into existence, and as quickly they vanished.
My party, the Alliance, remains to defend our democracy.

So it was in this spirit of common understanding and
mutual respect among our people that the nation developed
methodically and smoothly since the first popular triumph
at the polls in 1955, especially in the conduct of General
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Elzctions at both Federal and State levels—that is, until
this fateful year of 1969.

In fact, throughout all these years our political evolution
and economic development advanced together hand-in-hand
in a country united, with its people contented and happy,
so much so that I frequently and openly said that 1 was the
happiest Prime Minister in the world. On May 13th,
however, I suddenly found that I was the unhappiest Prime
Minister. I do not doubt that, with the blessing of God,
the time will come again, and soon I hope, when 1 can say
once more that I can count myself a happy Prime Minister.

Looking back, perhaps, it would be fair to comment
that Malaysians in general were too free and easy, taking
things too much for granted. We were living in a state
of euphoria; there seemed no reason why our happy way
of life should not continue forever.

Little did we know that our dreams of continuing
success would explode in our faces on May 13th this year
in racial riots in the peaceful city of Kuala Lumpur, in
violence completely unprecedented in both nature and
character in this country’s history.

Many people were caught in the midst of violence,
terror and fear, especially those in the cinemas, in the clubs,
in the restaurants and other places of amusement. Men,
women and children of all races had to seek shelter and
security where they could and as best as they could.

Many people died, and hundreds suffered injury.
Houses were burnt, properties destroyed, vehicles wrecked.
The whole capital city, normally so peacefully busy,
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trembled with apprehension. Such an unleashing of violence
had never happened before in this country where people of
different races had enjoyed tranquility and peace for as
long as anyone could remember.

The whole nation suffered a profound shock, shaken to
its very core, to such an extent that we can still quiver at
the thought of what happened. Geographically speak-
ing, Malaysia does not lie in the earthquake belt, but May
I3th, 1969, was certainly a social and political eruption
of the first magnitude.




SHADOWS FROM THE PAST

OMING events, they say, cast their shadows before, but
one would have had to be a man of extraordinary
prescience to have been able to forecast that important
factors contributing to the occurrence of these distressful dis-
turbances were events which took place in 1967 and 1968,
long before the announcement in 1969 of the date of the
General Elections.

Before I go into detail on these events, however, I wish
to make several points clear. The first is that the General
Elections of 1969 and the precipitation of violence on May
13th are intricately intertwined.

All previous General Elections in this country had
been carried out and completed in a spirit of harmony and
accord. Oddly enough, even the General Elections in 1969,
which fell on Saturday, May 10th, in West Malaysia, went
off as smoothly as in the past without any single incident
to mar the day. The actual conduct of the election
campaign, however, was marked by unrestrained and almost
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unbelievable actions and irresponsible utterances. It is,
therefore, necessary to realise and appreciate both what
happened before, during and after the elections to under-
stand why and how the riots took place.

I'he second point I wish to emphasise is the influence of
(Communism. No country in the world can stand apart in
isolation, feeling insulated against ideological influences
from without. Malaysia and all countries in Asia live today
under the looming menace of Communist China. In our
world of closely-linked communications it is impossible to
escape the emanations of Communist ideas radiating from
Peking, picked up and passed round here with fanatical
intensity.

Some people seem to think that I see a Communist
behind every bush, but as Prime Minister, with all the
ources of intelligence open and available to me it is my
duty always to consider the security of the nation, both
within and without. At no time have I ever under-
estimated the influences at work which stem from Com-
munist designs. We must always be vigilant to anticipate
at any time the impact and extent that Communist ideas
may exert on the hearts and minds of our people, especially
the younger generation.

An example of what I have in mind occurred in Penang
on November 19th, 1967, which illustrates to what extent
supporters of the Communist cause, open or clandestine,
are prepared to go in working against the interests of
Mulaysia.

Racial trouble broke out there when Chinese members
of the Mao Tse-Tung Youth Movement used as a pretext
the devaluation of the old Malaysian currency as an excuse
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to declare a hartal. Clashes took place, with Malays and
loyal supporters of the Government becoming targets for
attack. Some people, taken by surprise, were killed or
injured. The Security Forces soon restored order with the
imposition of a curfew and the arrest of suspects.

It was the Communists’ intention to make the hartal
nation-wide, but they failed to do so as the people elsewhere
ignored their call and went about their business as usual.

In June 1968 eleven Chinese members of the Malayan
Communist Party who were sentenced to death for helping
Soekarno’s men to invade South Malaysia were about to be
executed in Kuala Lumpur. Similar execution orders had
also been signed against two Malays in Perak.

Dr. Tan Chee Khoon, then Labour Party Member of
Parliament for Batu, made an appeal against the execution.
He, together with members of the Labour Party and Com-
munist sympathisers, conducted an intensive campaign,
on a house-to-house, door-to-door basis, collecting signatures
with the aim of whipping up sympathy and emotions for
eleven of the condemned men. The Press, too, played a
big part in this campaign.

Pro-Communist elements instigated parents and rela-
tives of the condemned youths to hold protest rallies. Their
appeals, however, were rejected by both the Rulers of
Johore and Perak.

In the meantime, the impending date of the execution
drew near. Outside the gates of Pudu Jail in Kuala Lumpur
and all along the roads leading to the prison menacing
crowds, including young Communists, gathered in unruly
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demonstrations, throwing stones at passing cars and blocking
traflic in the busy thoroughfare.

Fearing nation-wide trouble which might lead to racial
unrest and bloodshed, T myself made a personal appeal on
behall of the condemned men to the Sultan of Johore and
(o the Sultan of Perak as a result of which both Their
Royal Highnesses commuted the death sentences to life
imprisonment. Rightly or wrongly, my object was to save
one thousand lives by saving eleven Communists in Johore
nnd two Malay traitors in Perak from death on the scaffold.

The demonstrations ceased and peace was restored.
I'here was still, however, an under-current of uneasiness
und festering unrest, and the Government realised that this
might not be the end of the whole affair. So we did every-
thing possible to prevent any further trouble, increasing our
vigilance as a precautionary measure. Smouldering fires
need careful watch.

As subsequent events were to prove, the lesson was
not lost on the Communists. They had aroused emotion
o behalf of the eleven Chinese, but there had not
been any similar outery for the two Malays. The lesson
was that if people could become so desperate to a point of
creating upheaval from developments arising within the law,
then the possibilities of trouble-making by arousing public
emotions, and especially racial feelings, outside the law could
b even more disturbing and nation-shaking. Sow the wind
and you reap the whirlwind.

In fact elements of the extreme left, ever-watchful for
opportunities to make trouble, lost no time in pointing the
Wiy lo a course for future action, inimical to the interests
of the country. Only six weeks after the commutation on
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October 13th, the Labour Party (i.e. Socialists) declared
that they would boycott the General Elections which were
due to be held in 1969.

It always baffles me why any politician should want to
support the idea of a boycott because efforts have been made
before and have always proved unsuccessful, both in
Malaysia and Singapore. The Labour Party’s idea was not
even original, being a tactic strictly copying the Barisan
Socialis in Singapore who had also refused to take part in
elections and, as a result of obdurately adhering to this
policy, had virtually vanished from the public eye. They
withdrew their members from the Singapore Legislative
Assembly, but beyond that they did not do anything rash.
Perhaps as the Government in Singapore was a mainly
Chinese. Government, it suited the Barisan Socialis’ purpose
to preserve it as an entry point for Communist subversion.

The Labour Party in Malaysia was taking a poor
example unless they intended to remain as quiescent as
the Barisan Socialis. Its leaders could have no way of
knowing how events would turn out, but from their point
of view the new line might cause the disaster they desired.
It is a typical Communist method to keep fire going under as
many kettles as possible in the hope that one of them will
blow up violently.

The year 1968 was up till this time comparatively quiet
on the political scene as far as Opposition parties were
concerned. The only new development had been the
announcement in April of the formation of a new political
group, the Gerakan Party, composed of so-called intellectuals
with dissident elements opposed to the Alliance Government.
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No announcement had been made as yet when the
Clencral Elections would be held. It was within the power
ol the Alliance to call a snap election at any time in this
Wnnl year of their term of office, but instead of doing this I
announced that the Government would serve out its full
live-year term.

I'he Labour Party treated this as “kite-flying” on my
purt, being convinced that I had some joker up my sleeve.
According to the Constitution, if elections were not called
parlier, then they had to be held within ninety days of the
snding of the five-year term. This would mean at the latest
by the end of April in 1969.

I'he Labour Party now took another page from the
Burisun Sosialis book, a step quite unprecedented in our
democratic State since independence. They announced that
they would withdraw forthwith all their members at present
Miting in either Parliament or State Assemblies. In Parlia-
ment they had two members, Dr. Tan Chee Khoon and
Mr. Lim Kean Siew.

I'his decision precipitated confusion and division within
their own ranks. It was obvious to the general public that
this new move was not supported by all the Labour Party
members. It took Mr. Lim some weeks to decide to go
along with the proposal, but Dr. Tan declining to withdraw
from Parliament, left his Labour comrades and promptly
joined the new Gerakan Party.

Perhaps this was a cunning ruse on his or the party’s
purt 1o offset the Socialists’ defeat in the previous general
slections.  As it turned out Dr. Tan’s new party, of which
le became Secretary-General, continued to received solid
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support from members of the now non-contesting Labous
Party and from all those others who were in backdoo
sympathy with the Communist cause.

So the year ended, politically speaking, with the fasting
month beginning in mid-November culminating in a uniqué
conjunction of celebrations of both Hari Raya and Christmag
in three consecutive days of national festivities. The lifel
of Malaysia was going on in its usual friendly, normal wayJ
So we too believed and felt on New Year’s Eve. What the
New Year would bring we could not foresee but no ong
had doubts of continuing future success. .
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GENERAL ELECTIONS

I1H the dawn of 1969 my own immediate pre-occupation
the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ Conference
W linuary, and it was not until my return from London that
the Government announced on March 20th that the next
Lieneral Elections would be held on Saturday, May 10th
andl that Nomination Day had been set for Saturday, April,
Sth

Wik

lmmediately all parties stepped up the momentum of
political campaigning which had been going on quietly
Belind the scenes up to this point. It rapidly became
Svident that this was going to be a hotly-contested election,
us political activity mounted feverishly. As Nomination Day
diew near, with widespread speculation on the choice of
sunidudates, the various Opposition parties tried once
e 1o come together to unite against the Alliance. This
they fuiled to do collectively, but partial agreement was
fuched amongst certain parties not to contest against each
wiher
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It also became clearly evident that the threat of th
Labour Party to boycott the elections would be carried out—
with the Communists, of course, supporting them behing
the scenes. On Nomination Day itself the Police discoveret
fifty-five Communist flags in Perak and on the same day
Labour Party youths in Kuala Lumpur held a lightning
demonstration. On the next day, April 6th, a motor-scoote
belonging to a Police constable was found burnt in Ampang

and nine days later on April 15th, a mobile Police vehicle

was stoned in Cheras. Both these places are suburbs ol
Kuala Lumpur.

On Nomination Day all parties signed on for the battlé
royal and the campaign, already started, could now begi
in full earnest.

The only party contesting all seats was the ruling
Alliance Party composed of the United Malays Nati
Organisation (UMNO), the Malaysian Chinese Association
(MCA) and the Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC).

Five parties were on the slate in opposition to the
Alliance. These, for the Parliament elections, were :—

(1) The Pan Malaysian Islamic Party (PMIP), the
ruling Islamic Party in Kelantan State, with ning
representatives in Parliament;

(2) The Gerakan Party, a new party which had Syed
Hussain Alatas as President, Dr. Lim Chong Eu
and Mr. V. David as Vice-Presidents and Dr. Tan
Chee Khoon as Secretary-General;

(3) The Democratic Action Party (DAP), a branch
of the People’s Action Party (PAP) in Singapore,
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with Mr. Goh Hock Guan as Secretary-General
and Mr. Lim Kit Siang as the Organising Secretary.

{4) The People’s Progressive Party (PPP), with Dato
S. P. Seenivasagam as President;

wied (5) a recently-formed party in Seremban, known as
the United Malaysian Chinese Organisation
(UMCO) with Mr. Chin See Yin as President.

In addition, in the eleven elections for State Assemblies
there were candidates from the Party Raayat, an extreme
lell organisation, with Enche Kassim Ahmad as Chairman
aiil Syed Hussein Ali as Secretary-General. A number of
Independent candidates stood at both Parliamentary and
State levels. In West Malaysia polling day was May
I0th; in East Malaysia polling days were “staggered”
until the latter part of June.

I'he campaign was to last seven weeks before the
hubbub of the hustings gave way to Polling Day on May
{0th. Previous General Elections in Malaysia proved to
lwve been comparatively harmonious in comparison with
the turbulence, acrimony, bitterness and unscrupulousness
thit erupted in these elections of 1969.

From the very beginning of the campaign the PMIP
played up racial and religious sentiments to win the support
ol the Malays in the States, besides Kelantan where they
wore already in power. On the other hand, also in full
swing, the DAP, the Gerakan and the PPP stirred up
{ hinese emotions and sentiments, declaring that they in-
tonded to deprive the Malays of the rights provided for
{hem in the Constitution and asserting that they would

17




introduce multi-lingualism in Malaysia if they were success-
ful in the elections.

With the utmost disregard for restraint these four
parties hit on the raw on all these sensitive points, harping
again and again, upsetting the innermost feelings of both
the major races of Malaysia.

Ever since the previous General Elections in 1964,
subtle propaganda had naturally been put out by all
Opposition parties aimed at winning seats in the next
elections, but the conduct of the campaign in 1969 went
beyond all bounds of propriety. Friction between the two
major races appeared inevitable. The Communists were
quick to take advantage of the situation.

The threat posed by the Communists, using any party
and any means to achieve their aims, was very serious
because they had adopted a new type of propaganda to
win over the Chinese masses, especially those who refused
to look to Malaysia as their home. They worked on
racialism in the hearts and minds of these elements to
induce them to join their cause.

In the past, their ideology and their methods had not
succeeded in making any impression because the people
in the country were happy and contented. They had seen
and experienced during the twelve years of Communist
insurrection enough uneasiness and misery to last a life-
time. So this new tactic would not get very far with these
people who had known the Emergency at its worst.

But life goes on and men grow older, and in Malaysia
the vast majority of the population is in its teens or
twenties. Many of them would not even remember, parti-
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culurly those very small children, the stress and strain of
e, the nearness of danger and death with which people
hid to live when the Emergency was at its height.

I'he new line of the Communist party was to aim at
these young men and women who were not old enough to
know any better, but who had grown up in the meantime
and were now among the voters in the elections. Even

those who were not still eligible to vote were subject to
thelr threats and their influence in the hope that their actions
would cause reactions in return and thus induce feelings

ol doubt and insecurity among their elders.

I'hese young people to whom the Communists directed
their attention were fanatically Chinese in outlook. Many,
il not all, turned to China as the object of their loyalty.
Ihey could be found in the ranks of all the Opposition
purties, in particular the Labour Party, which had no hesita-
Hon whatsoever in using them unscrupulously during their
campagn,

Il 15 not easy to contain these youths or to prevent
them from joining the Communists. They could do so
wentally, even though not physically. Their parents exercise

no control over them, so they grow away from family ties
wid thoughts, deaf and blind to everything around them
sacepl the blandishments of Communism.

Ihen there is another class of young people among
the € hinese, ambitious and articulate, the so-called intellec-
tuuls, fresh from the universities and now able to vote,
young men and women who refuse to acknowledge the
Witherto-uccepted division of interests or balance of power
us between political and economic forces for which the
fonstitution had so studiously and fairly provided. These
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young men are perfect examples of what Robert Louis
Stevenson meant when he wrote “Politics is perhaps the
only profession for which no preparation is thought
necessary”.

They aim to go into politics in a big way hoping
ultimately to win undisputed leadership for the Chinese in
both the economic and political fields of Malaysia. They
do not accept Malay dominance in politics any more SO
they find the concept of Malaysian Malaysia, as advocated
by Mr. Lee Kuan Yew. in line with their ambitions.

They even manage to ignore the fact that it was for
this same reason that Singapore was forced out of Malaysia.
It was because of the type of politics carried out by the
PAP at that time would have led inevitably to racial
conflict that I decided for the sake of peace and happiness
in the rest of Malaysia to give independence to Singapore.

Neither of these two groups, the teenage Chinese youths
and the young Chinese in their mid-twenties, were interested
in the MCA, the principal political party of the Chinese
which had always drawn considerable support from the
financial sections of the community. To them the MCA
had been around too long, had become too compromising,
and the gap between the generations was t0o greal. There-
fore they had no time for the MCA policy of working
together with UMNO for a united Malaysia.

I think 1 can fairly say that only one quarter or even
less than that of the Chinese in Malaysia share their views,
or owe any allegiance, in whole or in part, to Mao Tse-
Tung’s China. Three-quarters of the Chinese population
want to live in peace and in harmony with the other races
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peace-loving

W this country so that they can carry out peacefully their
Ivelihood or occupation in either trade or business, or the

polessions as has been customary for them to do for
Beheriutions past.

three-quarters
L hinese in Malaysia might be, they could never hold back
Wis new force, still less be a match for any organised body
I men subtly bent on making trouble, such as the Com-
Mk, nor would they prove able to cope with yet another
Wisplcable element, the parasites who prey on all Chinese
e secrel societies. :
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Lomimunity and thus advance their cause. So the secret
Wu, no longer regarded as pests and parasites, came
Wil for (hemselves, rather like the MAFIA in the United
4 curious kind of respectability, and as such pose
Wihet serious threat and problem to the happiness of
Iy in Malaysia.

v In this last campaign they found for themselves new
. ws clection agents and workers for the candidates
jesting the election, and in these roles they employed all
Wlcks best known to their crooked and criminal minds.
» were intimidated into voting for candidates for whom
Wormal circumstances they would not have. As a result
I thelr nefarious activities the democratic conduct of elec-
i, which had always been observed here in the past, was
wly interrupted and adversely affected. The campaign
wie anything but democratic where these parasites were
wulved

SECRET SOCIETIES AND THE CHINESE

ECRET SOCIETIES are not new to Malaysia. Members
of such societies are an integral part of Chinese life

As the Chinese community gains in wealth these pest§
grow, too, in numbers. Their influence extends to Chinese
living almost everywhere, even in Chicago, San Francisco
and London.

Ihe Royal Malaysian Police have always been active
| tiwarting members of these secret societies, especially in
Jasl five or six years. Their investigations had produced
Mie very important information concerning their activities
! not anticipated these new tactics during the General
Hons

In Malaysia, where the Chinese are the wealthiest
community, these secret societies quite unscrupulous in their
methods, have grown in strength because of the easy money
they get from businessmen through extortion, kxdnappm 3
and blackmail. They do not confine their attention to big
business. Their happy hunting grounds include call girls,
massage parlours, petty traders, from all of whom the
demand protection money.

I he attitudes of the Communist elements and the three
Wi proups 1 have mentioned earlier had resulted for
¢ time past in the building up of anti-Malaysia feeling,
Wil came out quite strongly in the elections. There are
by reasons for this, but the main one is the National

In the past they had never played any part in politics,
B e

or at least very little, but now in 1969 their self-assumed role
had become more important, being omnipresent. Many
Chinese politicians employ their services, either for personal
protection or to build up their image and influence among

When the National Language was first introduced many
§ Wiese and Indians had not found it to their liking, as a
Wumber of letters I received at various times revealed to
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me. As an offshoot, this difference over Malay being the Wl 1o the call for a united Malaysian nation inevitably
foundation of the official language, other Chinese chauvinists e in anti-Malay feelings. This was in turn not lost
—for that is the only word to describe them—demonstrated Ml Malays, who indignant with non-co-operation on w‘rhal
their own particular feelings by agitating for separate schools been agreed, tended to work up anti-Chinese feclings
and hospitals and a university for the Chinese only. I their turn charged the Government with being soft.

*The reason they put forward was that pork could not
be served in the canteens of national institutions. Perhaps
this question of food has a relative degree of importance,
but it is a matter which can be easily resolved by having
separate canteens, or if separate cooking facilities cannot
be provided, then there are plenty of types of food that can:
be served, which are common to all communities and not
likely to be objectionable or prejudicial to any one: Pur 1wo months I travelled up and down the counlr.y‘
comunity on either religious or other grounds. One has {ig out to the people of all races the dangers of this
only to visit such popular street-stalls as those in Jalan ul politics, that quarrels among the people 00“11.1 only
Campbell in Kuala Lumpur to realise that this is true. I 10 the break-up of the society and the destruction of
witlon we had so earnestly and assidously worked toge-
\ achieve. The North and South Poles can never meet,
wll con mingle together on the Equator.

Patreme feelings ,whether from the right or the lzl:ft.
We community or another. can never hope to bring
Wil 0 united Malaysian nation. Unfortunately during the
Wil Flections full advantage was taken by all who had
e ol responsibility to other communities to give vent

el feclings.

Such minor issues as food are only excuses. The real
grouse of such chauvinists is against the idea of being
Malaysian at all. It is repugnant to them to think of them-
selves as anything but Chinese. Such an attitude of course
is entirely up to them if they choose to have it so, but let
us in this multi-racial society share a common loyalty to
the country, whatever our racial origin may be. When the
nation provides for a national language, in our case Malay,
then I think in all fairness it is the duty of all to contribute
our share towards making it a success as was agreed upon
and written down in the Constitution.

Il was o shock to me that the Chinese who had shown
Wl strong support for UMNO candidates in the past as
st those of the PMIP, had suddenly made a rounc?»
Wit turn. | had the unfortunate experience to see this
| mysell in my own Constitutency when I was accom-
gl by a friend, who was a member of the MCA. 1
Sund € hinese going to the PMIP “hut”. 1 was naturally
speised, and thought that they might have mistaken the
: " fur UMNO. When I stopped my car to enquire the
Sl be voters showed resentment for what they con-
sedl interference with their freedom to vote as they
b o my dismay 1 found it was happening everywhere
North Kedah.

This was an issue on which the MCA lost its popularity.
It must be agreed that the Alliance policy is constitutional,
then the MCA’s backing of such a policy is correct and as
such it should have the support of all right-minded and loyal
Chinese in Malaysia. The failure of such Chinese to res-
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It was very hard to understand why this should be § L1 Opposition parties, the PMIP is the oldest. It will
because during the whole campaign the PMIP candidate fevulled that in the first General Elections during the
had been openly against the Chinese and here they were wh time held in 1955 when fifty-two seats were being
receiving support from the Chinese. Obviously, there wly contested for the first time in Malayan history,
something deeper going on than met the eye. Either somg Allinnce Party won fifty-one and the remaining seat went
directive had been received from certain quarters, or they b8 'MIP member from Krian, Perak.
were being intimidated and voted out of fear for the pa (
in opposition to the Alliance. When one of them was asked
why he went to the PMIP “hut” he remarked the fact thal
since the PMIP held power in Kelantan and the Chinese
there had not suffered as a consequence, then why should
the Chinese fear the PMIP in Kedah or elsewhere despite
the anti-Chinese policy of the Party?

the PMIP was in a sense founded by the late Dato
bin Jo'afar, who was also father of UMNO. His
joe in joining it, then known as Jawatan Kuasa Ugama
I provide religious advice to UMNO.

Soon after Dato Onn left UMNO the members of
teligious  group  turned from religion to  politics
W 1o hight elections in their own right and incidentally
¢ the strength of the Malays. This was the PMIP as
} biow it now. In doing so they went along strictly
ol lines, for the Malays as a whole feel deeply for
M I'e party did not make much progress in the
iiing. but as time went on they began to win more
iis, mainly because of their religious stand in the
wl Kelantan where the Alliance was in power at the
ul independence.

Another reason given was that a few days before the
elections one of the Alliance candidates insulted the Chinese
by saying that even if the Chinese did not support him he
still would have a chance of winning—and this was
Dr. Mahathir. :

1 learnt this from the Chairman of the MCA in Kedah,
Dato Dr. Cheah Toon Lock. I said to him that in spite’
of what Dr. Mahathir might have said the duty of a
Chinese was to stand by the Alliance, unless of course he
happened to be a member of a party normally in opposition
to the Alliance. 1

In fuct they were so successful that they toppled the
e in that State in the General Elections of 1959 and
W lrengganu, in both of which States they were able
fotm povernments.  As it turned out they were ousted
power in Trengganu by the Alliance through party
Hons i 1962, thus leaving the PMIP in Kelantan
wnly Stnte Government outside the ambit of the Alliance.

There was one thing that is quite certain, and that is
that no Chinese is eligible to be a member of the PMIP,
whereas until 1966 he could be an associate member of
UMNO, and of course a full member of the MCA which is in
alliance with UMNO. So for the Chinese to vote for the
PMIP could have had no excuse whatever except as an act
of enmity against the Alliance, or, as was more likely,
through fear.

Ahoughout its history the PMIP has been a party
Bl any aims or plans. Its emphasis has always been
W religion of Islam and this they play up to the full.
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4. Such normal activities of a political party as the evol’ut:
8 of a constructive economic policy were completely be o)
I its ken. In fact, on one occasion a PMIP woman membe
ko Che Khatijah Sidek, who was a Member of Pariiam
" threatened to resign from the PMIP unless lhey‘ produce
r| '. an economic plan of their own within the next six mo‘n
Nothing ever come of it, and she has since left the politics

) scene. The PMIP, however, continued with its own prg
religious ways and has not changed its character or meth._

E ! ever since except to combine it with a narrow communs
) i issue.
f H Tunku, they say, has sold Singapore to the Chines
next he will sell Malaysia, and what is most disturbinj
people believe it.

AMPAIGN INTRIGUES

 Various by-elections the PMIP had made attempts to
watend their influence beyond Kelantan into the States
widuli and Perak, but to no avail. My information was
teligious issues did not help them much in any of
L Bluies on the West Coast, because the people there
more advanced and more tolerant in matters of
W und more progressive in their general views of life
the parochial-thinking people of Kelantan.

——
i

I the 1969 elections., however, the PMIP adopted a
lne, waging a campaign of hatred and vilification
st UUMNO which turned out tc be very successful.
N thirged UMNO with being pro-Chinese and of selling
L the country to the Chinese. The anti-Chinese campaign
built up in the rural areas in the Northern States of
Weat Coast was subtle and severe, putting fear in the
ol the good-hearted religious Malays that the Chinese
poing to take over the whole nation, and that I was
them the opportunity to do so. -
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As proof they circulated thousands of pictures of Enche
Khir Johari, a Cabinet Minister, and his wife attired i’
Mandarin dress, a photograph which he had taken in fun
in Hongkong to send to his friends as a New Year greeting
These costumes are available at a restaurant for tourists 10
wear for pictures as a token of their visit.

In the spirit of jovial goodwill, so characteristic ol
Khir Johari. he and his wife used this photograph to sent
out to their Chinese friends on the occasion of Chinese N W
Year last February. The PMIP quickly saw that thi
photograph could be suitable ammunition and circulated il
widely amongst the Malays, taking the opportunity to malign
Khir and alleging that he had even become a Chinese.
Poor Khir! his friendly joke had misfired and as a resulf
he lost a large number of votes.

This is only one example of the extent of the
deception and malpractices to which the PMIP resorted (0
gain their political ends. In fact, their activities were most
mischievous. Machiavellian opportunism of the worst kind,
previously not heard of in Malaysian political history.

For instance, the PMIP went about saying that 1 was
a Siamese, although they knew full well that my father was
the late Sultan of Kedah. They also alleged that 1 was
practising the Buddhist religion, although they were quite
aware of the good and outstanding work I had done for
Islam since Merdeka. 1 am not a man given to boasting
but 1 can say with all due modesty that my record in
relation to Islam can match that of any leader in any modern

Muslim country.
Biahe Khir Johari, Minister of Commerce and Industry, and his
In the course of their election Campaign the PMIP "o (e Tom, in Mandarin dress, a photograph used in a greeting
$ail 16 Chinese friends in the jovial spirit of Chinese New Year.

made widespread personal attacks on UMNO leaders,
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attacks so vicious in nature that it was impossible to imagil
that anyone could be capable of perpetrating. They
that everything they were saying about the other leadel
and myself was untrue, yet they went about from kampor
to kampong continuing a campaign of lies, quite regardle:
of the consequences or the fact that what they were doing ani
saying might set alight the flames of racial animosity. 1
simply did not care; they were all out for seats at any price.

wel Furopean, or Chinese or Indian cuisine. 1 have
lared open places of worship for people of other creeds,
| have seen to it that funds were provided to build
W+ ol worship for other religions in Malaysia.

After all, why should it not be so, the money
Wi from the people themselves? 1 recall with warmth
iy heart the many thousands of donations, aggregating
Mions of dollars, that came in from people of all religions

LR SILTE S0 SRl S o | launched an appeal to raise funds to build the

PMIP surreptiously showed around to people in my owt
constitutency. It depicted me using a pair of chopstick
at a Chinese dinner. Superimposed on the photograph was
a suckling-pig in the centre of the table. I can swear that
at no time in my life have I attended a Chinese dinner al
which pork was served, or any other food that is con-
sidered “haram™ (that is, forbidden) to Malays. My Chinese
friends had always seen to it that this could never happen,
as being good hosts and familiar with Muslim ways, they
know what Muslims can and cannot eat. )

ol Mosque.

All the people of the country contribute to the nation’s
b und because of this we have been able to do many
s lor lIslam, such as the building of mosques, suraus
peligious schools, as well as holding religious festivities
time (o time. All this has been done in the interests
o religion of Islam, our official religion.

Al no time did the non-Malays ever raise any objection
‘what the Government had done and was doing for the
i ol lIslam, nor were there any queries about what
ol money were spent in propagating Islam. In fact
i be bluntly stated, despite all the pretensions of the
P thit the Alliance Government has done far more for
il than the PMIP has ever attempted or is ever likely to
§ #¥en in their own state.

To say that I was a non-Muslim, although they knew
very well that 1 had been to Mecca and that I am a Haji,
and were aware too that I was the son of a father who had
been known throughout his life for his piety and saintliness,
this charge was, of course, wicked. I am sure it will be a
shocking surprise to those who read this book to realise
to what depths a politica! party such as the PMIP can

TRapu | huve given a number of instances of the despicable

s iour of the PMIP, but there were many other vicious
o personal and too childish to enumerate here; in
i | did no one would believe them.

Although I am a practising Muslim, 1 have of course
during my term of office as Prime Minister accepted many
invitations to functions, social or otherwise, and have
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What the PMIP did during the elections was diffic
for any man of commonsense Lo understand. No one W
has the interest of his country at heart could possibly agl
with their conduct. In this campaign the PMIP prod"'
another paradox. If it was true, as they alleged them selv
that they were anti-Chinese, then why did they gang &
with the DAP, the Gerakan and the PPP?

line, was seen to pay money to a member of the PMIP.
mun belonged to the DAP.  In the Sepang constituency,
b I Selangor, the DAP and PMIP candidates worked in
sumie office, and the Chinese workers for the DAP put
posters for the PMIP. This is proof that the Party is
{1 aetual fact what it claims to be, when it can prostitute
Wi lor its own financial and political ends.

The intention of the PMIP was to divide the Mala According to the PMIP, if they came to power, they
votes so that the Alliance candidates standing in vario wll sot up an Islamic State or Government fashioned
constituencies would not be able to get in, and in th wligion. What this would be like one cannot tell;
conspiracy of foul play they succeeded. Where the numbe Wly the PMIP has never set it out in detail. Whether
of Malay voters in a constituency was not sufficient to retun would take this course or not if they came into power
the PMIP with any chance of success, and in many case wntter of doubt.
even if they had won the Malay votes they might still haw
fost their deposit money, yet they still put up candidate
And by ganging up with Opposition parties known to b
anti-Malay, the PMIP showed the extent to which it woul
be prepared to go for political gain.

HWelore the elections the PMIP knew that it had no
it whatsoever of taking over the country, and, if any
Rt at all existed, then there was certainly none at
W or in the foreseeable future. Knowing this they
allord to be irresponsible and make rash promises
s the cars of those Malays who are ignorant of the
s ol the world. Rightly or wrongly their pledge to
somplete control of the country to the exclusion of all
¢ould sound very attractive to many Malays. This

g the country of their birth, these people naturally would
Mmpmml with such a thought.

They might as well have helped the MCA, which ha
all long been known to be Malaysian-minded and has provel
beyond the shadow of a doubt its loyalty to the country
But instead, wherever the MCA contested a scal again§
any man of an anti-Malay party the PMIP would step if
to prevent the Malays from voting for the MCA candidate
or at least to split the votes to such an extent that the
Alliance nominee would not win in a three-cornered tussle,
just as they did in constituencies where UMNO candidate;
were contesting.

Ior  penerations  extending over several centuries
Wysin hind been subject, having been governed at one
wi another by either the Portuguese, the Dutch, the
bse, the British or the Japanese. The prospect now
iy ruled over by Chinese was naturally unwelcome
W Muliys, especially since it had been agreed that with
uldence Malaysia would be characteristically and
ully Malay-based, certain rights being guaranteed in

Let me quote two instances where they took part i
the elections by helping anti-Malay parties. In the Setapal
constituency in Selangor one man, whose name I will no!
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the Constitution for Malays. According to the PMIP, |
these rights would be completely lost if “the Alliance ¥ I
the Election™.

Meanwhile the other Opposition parties had bel
harping on Malaysian Malaysia, thus affecting suppa
for the MIC and MCA, and this tactic only adds
to Malay fears. It was, therefore, very easy for the Malaj
to listen to the PMIP since their platform was Malays
for the Malays. It was just as natural for Malays to suppo
this idea as it was for the many Chinese to support Malays a
Malaysia as propounded by Mr. Lee Kuan Yew. In thi
way the two extremes of chauvinist thinking helped eacl
other.

There must be some reasons for what the PMIP dif
in helping or using pro-Chinese Opposition parties or 0 her
known to be anti-Malay and in putting forward such extren
views, which like time fuses and land mines could prov
to be extremely dangerous. ,

A Hongkong newspaper “The Star” reported on Jung
17th that the Bank of China in Singapore was not able 1§
balance its liquid assets because of the large sums of mone|
paid out “to finance trouble-making in Singapore
Malaysia”. There was evidence to show that this mone)
was given to big operators in Kelantan to finance the PMIF
campaign. It is certainly clear that the PMIP Malay
supporters could not afford to pay out millions of do
for the election. It certainly came from somewhere, and |
would like to reiterate that it was from a source knows
not only to the PMIP.

If the PMIP received financial backing from the Com
munists then it was surely the cruellest of hoaxes for thei
leaders to play on their own people. In fact many religiou
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tulsedl by the PMIP are not in keeping with modern
thinking and inconsistent with conditions under

b we live in Malaysia. This tactic itself was a decep-

vlised by the PMIP on the ignorance of the poor,

I allow themselves to be used by other forces to break
Wiy unity was a most grievous offence, not only

their own people but against the religion of Islam

b they so professedly state is the core of their politics.

37



e

e

yilon for such a meeting. In fact it was at the
Mg Mosque in London in 1961 that I first mentioned
substance of my dream by referring to what I chose to
Lihe ‘Muslim Commonwealth™.

Wit before 1 go any further on this conference, in view
Whe buscless and fictitious allegations of the PMIP, it is
Wil 1o the elections to emphasise what Malaysia has
for the religion of Islam. In fact it always has been
Mulest personal satisfaction to me to realise that our
vements for the religion of Islam in this day and age
Watoed our wildest dreams.

Vi

HISTORIC CONFERENCE ON ISLAM

In the first place we have replaced all the old mosques
places of worship, such as suraus, with new mosques
Wl huve been built at great cost to the Government and

Lountry, each being designed to suit the particular
widings or likings of the people in each place.

ONE of the ironies of the General Election campaigrk_
1969 was that while the PMIP was carrying out |
undisguised attacks on the Alliance Government, in paf
cular UMNO, in the name of Islam, Malaysia at that
was making modern history in the Islamic world. Althoug Why did we give so much attention to building the

Malaysia is a secular State, it has as its official religion, Islan ws! Firstly, to win the hearts and minds of all the
{ Muslims in the country, and secondly, to give the

i ol Islam the prestige which it occupies as the official
v ol the country under the Constitution.

No less than twenty-three Muslim countries representi
various Muslim nations met in Kuala Lumpur to tak
decisions on various matters in which Muslims in mal
parts of the world have special interest and concer
It was the first time in centuries that Muslim nations ha
come together to discuss the religio.n of Islam and its rela Iundreds of suraus that have been erected people
to the modern worlld, and M{ilayma was the country whit \pether to pray. to talk and mix freely with one
deserved full credit for having brought such an histor Wi on all occasions, whether these be religious or
Mo expense was spared, no details overlooked. For
), upproach roads and water supply were provided
all the new mosques and suraus, whereas in older days
Muslims of this country had to depend on wells dug in

] In the mosques built in new areas you will find in
vuse the site befits the importance of the religion.

conference into being.

It was of course a coincidence that this conferen
should take place during the election campaign, bei
many years of planning and contacts had gone into fl
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unhealthy grounds or on rain-water for their ablutio
And many of the mosques had fallen into a state of
repair owing to the low economic standards of the Mal;
as a community.

th more significant.  Koran competitions are arranged,
prizes being distributed to winners. Everything is
o make the month as bright and as enjoyable as
il 5o that those who fast will feel the importance of
near to Allah, elevated above all those other men who
il resist  the material temptations of the world.
islins everywhere in this country have been helped by the
fitnment to celebrate this important month in a most
manner.

Next there is the question of religious schools. |
great cost the Government built many such schools, pl
ning them according to the people’s needs and tra
teachers to teach in them. All these schools fit well u
the pattern of the education system which the Governme
has approved. Not only are the students taught the nation
language, and naturally Arabic, because this is the languag
of the Koran, but they are also taught English as well. |
fact, anything such religious schools need, such as pla
fields and other amenities is generously provided for them

Muluysia has also led the way in Koran competitions,
were first begun in 1960. 'These are held at State
W1 wnnually, with the various champions being sent to
Wle L umpur to compete at Federal level for national
Wis In addition, countries outside Malaysia are invited
These great advances in construction took place all ove k¢ part at the international level and suitable prizes are
Malaya in the days before Malaysia, and the policy i i I, It can be truly said that ever since these Koran
been continued ever since. Although the Government « ipetitions began in 1960 Malaysia has received great
Kelantan was run by the PMIP themselves it did not dete , being held in an esteem in the world of Islam
the Alliance Government from extending financial assistang I to no other Muslim country except to Saudi
for the erection of new religious buildings even in that bl 1he home of Mecca and Medina.
Could one imagine the PMIP Kelantan Government
contributing one cent to build a mosque or surau excef
in Kelantan? In fact they have not even done this |l
their own State; they have left the whole physical develog
ment of the religion entirely to the Alliance Governmen
and they take the credit.

I this age of the atom, this era of rockets, this time
tavel is faster than sound, Malaysia is famous
hout the Muslim world as a leading country in giving
i 1 impetus it needs to cope with the changing world.
IS wpe, too, where men show signs of weakness, losing
fuith in God and mankind alike, and at the same
weking for new ideas, new ways of life and new
1o conguer we in Islam hold on to our religion to
f Bliielves sane. Malaysia, with the Alliance in power,
Wiven this leadership to the Islamic world.

During the rigours of the fasting month the Centn
Government encourages all the mosques to give free o
to the people, to arrange various festivities so as to mal
the ardours of the Fast not only more bearable and th
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In other Asian countries political leaders have in the hope that this would lead to many other
out at great cost to themselves what severe setbacks advall Wigs in future and to closer ties between all countries
ment and progress can face when religious zealots inter! Il (e common bond of Tslam.
in the political activities of a nation. One Prime =§{
lost his life and his country suffered a severe setback &
result of mixing religion with politics. This was m,_-'
in medieval times, but is unheard of in progressive Europ
countries in the world today. In fact in a number of
countries Islam has been accorded its rightful pla
spiritual food for thought, while politics is concerned
material progress, and, as has been remarked, “Poli
the science of exigencies.”

l ol me repeat that a conference of such importance
historic in every sense of the word, and yet some
ple lo not seem to appreciate how significant this event
o me I felt that this conference of Islamic nations
wlmost ns important as the achievement of independence
| Muluya, Independence gave status to our people who
lved for years in a state of abject subjection. This
jence drew the attention of the world to the common
I of Muslims everywhere and to their wish to meet
Crowning all the achievements of Malaysia in | W il of mutual benefit and forward-looking progress
forward-looking policies in Islam was this April Conferent ie (rue Faith they share.
in 1969, held in Kuala Lumpur. Here distinguished Mu
lims from all over the world gathered together to 4l
decisions on matters of common concern, religious mat
such as what time prayer should commence in co e
outside the tropics, or what attitudes Muslims should ado|
in the exchange of vital parts of the human body betwee
Muslims and non-Muslims in the interests of science &
medicine.

The main fact is that this was the first time that
many Muslim nations, twenty-three in all, had come togeth
in goodwill, friendship and brotherliness to discuss f'"
matters and other issues of common interest to Islani
countries, whether in the political or economic ﬁeld! [
Governmental level. s

In the past most Muslim countries had been ratii
segregated, or not interested in one another. Malaysia Wi
the first Muslim country to hold such a meeting |
minds, a conference of interest to all taking part in Of
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FUNERAL OF RED “MARTYR”

hern half the elections campaign was proceeding in a
Wl lower key throughout, with no ugly incidents taking

I such an atmosphere the Communists, of course, were
Aheir element. Their main objective was rapidly be-
\g plain. By fair means or foul they were determined
twmove the Alliance from power by breaking it up.
It evil influence was exercised on two flanks, with two
lrgets—getting at UMNO  through the PMIP, and
deimining the MCA through the Gerakan and other
liese political parties.

Fiom their point of view the elections provided the
sty with excellent opportunities for provoking in-

VEN while this conference of international importa iis, cither major or minor, wherever they possibly could,

was being carried on in a thoughful and studious Wi
the election campaign was in full swing throughout

Malaysia.

As the campaign proceeded bitterness, acrimony
hostility grew more open. I have already given a num '
of examples of what was going on, showing how libel
slander were openly practised, with malicious gossip of
most personal nature being bandied about freely.

Of course, hot words and foolish statements are [
of elections anywhere in the free world. In Malaysia, tix

I provide strength and encouragement for their key
i, the election boycott. The more they could spread
l s ol cither insecurity, or despair, or fear, the more
slul the boycott was likely to be.

When the campaign was half-way through they started
MW earnest using red paint—red being their colour—to
Wl slogans and signs on roads and walls. These slogans
veryone to boycott the elections or eulogised the
itles ol the leadership and thoughts of Mao Tse-Tung.
faet that this was illegal did not bother them; it is
dillicult to catch anyone painting signs; this was done

such conditions could also be reasonably expected, but il e dend of night, the slogans which in broad daylight

latitude and liberty of open free speech normally voiopdf
elections is no excuse for unreasonable excesses, particular
in a multi-racial country, where people do not like

sensitivities bruised.

The mood of high temper being aroused was especid
evident in the Northern half of West Malaysia:
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Bt plainly for all to see.

they  intensified their campaign by using personal
A, i distributing pamphlets urging boycoit among
Minese. It was obvious that they were looking for
Weident from which they could take off successfully
in 1 FIE venomous excesses.
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Such an incident occurred on April 24th with
more than a fortnight to go before Polling Day. Ini§
Jelutong area of Penang at about 8.30 p.m. that night
UMNO worker, Enche Kassim Omar, returning home &
some men gathered together. Thinking it was an
he stopped the motor-cycle he was riding to look
enquire. Immediately he was set upon by a hostile croN
and killed mercilessly. Then after killing him they smé
red paint all over his body. . It was a deliberate ael |
murder, and anyone could have been the victim,
assailants were Labour Party youths.

Naturally this brutal slaying caused the gravest €0 e;
amongst the Security Forces as it could easily become I
starting point or excuse for a communal riot. For I8l
of such retribution the Government requested the fami
and Malay leaders in Penang to act with restraint, and (1
agreed not to give publicity to the killing so as not W
provide the Communists with any excuse to stop the election
Their restraint was rewarded and the Communists
thwarted for the time being, but they had tasted blood.

Ten days later, on May 4th, only six days before
polling, another incident, this time in Selangor, gave (I

Communists the opportunity they were seeking. In
early hours of that day three Police constables on thel
rounds came across a group of young men in Kepong, W
outer suburb of Kuala Lumpur. The young men Wel
painting signs on the road. When challenged by the Poli
they set upon them, hurling firewood, iron spikes and
balls at the constables and then retreating into an Gl

market area nearby.
Winly of Enche Kassim bin Omar, an UMNO worker, brutally

After identifying themselves, the three policemen g I wold bleod in Penang on April 24th by Labour Party youths

chase. The members of the gang who had obviously com smenred him with the red paint they used to scrawl “Don’t
Vote in the Elections”.
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As events turned out, however, this funeral became one
he lnrgest ever seen in Kuala Lumpur. The Communists
Wile sure of that. It was not a funeral at all in the
piedd sense, but was turned into a Communist political
monsiration of a most hostile nature. Several pictures
ihlish here tell their own stories and are proof that the
Mmunists and other bad elements were responsible for
vonduct of the whole affair. The demonstration lasted
iy, the procession traversing eight miles. with many
Bsands of people either taking an active part in it or
g it from the five-foot ways or roadsides.

out fully prepared and looking for trouble, now
what they sought. They put up such a fight that
constables found it necessary to open fire in self-defel
As a result one of the trouble-makers was injured, |
subsequently died of his wound in the General H
His name was Lim Soon Seng, aged 24. The family |
friends then brought the body to be kept in the Hous
the Dead in Jalan Sultan, one of the busiest street§
Kuala Lumpur’s Chinatown, instead of sending the ‘
back to his home in Kepong village.

This fatality, which would have normally ended it
small-scale funeral, as the dead man was not well-knoy
gave the Communists a chance that was far too good |
miss, and they took full advantage of it. At last th
had someone of their own kind whom they could proclai
as a “martyr” to the cause.

1o establish the facts later on, I made arrangements
Mlive statements recorded by Senior Police Officers who
il oither been connected with the arrangements of the
aul or for the maintenance of peace and order during
b Wt demonstration the funeral evoked.

I publish the statements here so that the Malaysian
W cun know once and for all, apart from what they
wlrendy read in the Press, what was involved and
vontributed to this procession which was a series
liberate provocations on the very eve of the elections.

‘ Poche Abu Bakar bin Abdul Aziz, the Officer-in-Charge
Maly Lumpur Police District, stated :—

Y May 7th 1969, the father of the deceased (Lim)
o see me at my request to finalise arrangements for
Munerul of his son. After he met me he agreed to hold
fneial on Friday, 9th May 1969. He however admitted
that he was not responsible for the funeral arrange-
und that he would later on bring those responsible
Afrungements to see me.

The Police received an application to hold a funer
procession on May 10th, the actual day of the Election
The motive behind this request was plain, the eleme
who had taken charge cbviously intending to create
incident which would disrupt the elections, or even prev
polling taking place at all.

Quite rightly the Police refused permission to hold tk
funeral on that day, but after pleas made by the p ‘
of the deceased and by the Labour Party leaders in Kepo
to give the man an honourable funeral, the Police agree
to allow the funeral to take place on May 9th, on
express condition that the procession would only fol
a certain route, and that those attending the funeral o
following the hearse should be limited to a small numb
of mourners. In other words, the burial ceremony was |
be treated as any other normal funeral.

" wler on the father came again accompanied by
B man, Yap Kau, to work out the route for the

48 49



WMEZATRE R4
LIBRARY NEW ERA CO

pecially the the F.R.U. boys. She said that the presence
uniformed F.R.U. would provoke the people taking part
the procession because the dead man shot by the Police
bus regarded by them as a martyr, and so the sight of the
Police in uniform might easily provoke them. They asked
I the licence be issued in the name of Yap Kau.”

procession with me. We did not finalise the route becal
Yap Kau said he was not in a position to do so.

“The next day, 8th May, 1969, Yap Kau, Miss I
Siew Eng and a Malay came to my office, without 1
father. They said that they had worked out the ro
themselves and showed it to me on a piece of paper.
I contacted Enche Mansor, the Officer-in-Charge of Tré
who came along to my office. We then discussed the
together. That was the route as mentioned by En¢
Mansor in his statement. b

In Enche Abu Bakar’s statement the person he refers
+ us Yap Kau was a Committee member of the Kepong
wnch of the Labour Party. Miss Tan Siew Eng was
Niee-Chairman of the Branch. The Malay introduced as
. yoid Hamid was Sye i i i i
e il alrodnoni.doi e, Msse Pt of f o . y{i Hf‘imld bin Syed Ali, whoﬁ is

5 ¢ P'resident of the University of Malaya Students’ Union.
members in charge of the funeral procession, and (b s “FR.U” » :

3 v ot el 0 R.U.” boys” mentioned are the Federal Reserve
introduced Syed Hamid as a member of the Organisi Wi, o highly-trained section of the Police Force, especially
Committee in charge of the funeral arrangements for 1 the handling of demonstrations and riots.
procession. I then introduced Enche Mansor to the thii

Sos: It is clear from the statement and the presence of these

Wisons that the funeral had literally been taken out of the

s of the family so that political elements with ulterior
Wilives could reap the fullest advantage by turning a
lple funeral into a prolonged excuse for political provo-
Hon

“The two Chinese, that is Yap Kau and Miss °
spoke to us in Malay and they were able to understa
the language. Syed Hamid was present. When 1 aske
Syed Hamid why he was here he said that he was here |
see that there would be no misunderstanding on what w
agreed, and of course he was one of the Committee memb
responsible for organising the funeral procession.

- Lnche Mansor bin Mohamed Noor, the Office-in-Charge
Jullic, Kuala Lumpur Police District also made a state-
"W

“Before Syed Hamid left he said “It is now agree

His intention by saying this was that we must not chiny

the route as had already been agreed between us all.

“Al 9.55 am. on Thursday May 8th, 1969, 1 was in
00 P.D.s office to discuss with him the route for the
il procession of Lim Soon Seng. At 10.05 a.m. three
laons came into the O.C.P.D.s office. They were Yap
. lun Siew Eng (a female Chinese), Vice-Chairman,
, Selangor and a Malay, Syed Hamid bin Syed Ali.

“Miss Tan also said that in order not to provoke tho
who were taking part in the procession the Police had bell
not allow any of their men in uniform to be 4
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“These three persons came into the office and appli
for permission to hold the funeral procession of Lim Sk
Seng. They demanded to hold the procession along cerls
routes, but the O.CP.D. and 1 did not agree with
routes proposed by them.

“I insisted that the routes should be from Jalan Sulll
through Jalan Petaling, Jalan Kuching, Jalan Maxwe
Jalan Ipoh then to Kepong. They however demanded
alternative routes as follows:— Jalan Petaling, Jali
Kinabalu, Jalan Raja, Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman, Jal
Ipoh.

“This would mean that the procession would pil
through the heart of the town. They insisted on the
routes and said that whether the Police agreed with them ¢
not they were going through all the same. 1 therefore
to agree on condition that the number of people followin
the procession should not exceed one thousand.
O.C.P.D. then issued the licence.”

In his statement it is interesting to note that the rol {
proposed by the Police would have taken the processig
for most of its journey along a river road which is a througl
way not in a built-up area, whereas the route proposed b
the “organisers” was the main North-South artery of the city
busy commercial venues packed with shops, in fact a ro
which in normal times would be alive with people all di
and at least half the night.

In a sense the hands of the Police were tied. The

day would be Election Day. Obviously in the nations funeral procession in Kuala Lumpur on May Sth, showing
interest it was essential that nothing should occur to mil all 0! the “martyr”, Lim Soon Seng, preceded by the banner
the elections. While it was the standing duty of the Polig of the Labour Party of Malaysia.

to keep law and order, they obviously had no wish
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provide potential hostile forces with any excuse for cau
trouble.

The family was legally entitled to hold the funel
the normal practice being to obtain permission fOF
procession from the Police. This was part of the Malayy
way of life, and in fact in Kuala Lumpur hardly a d
goes by without a funeral procession of one kind or anoll
in some part of the city. The fact that the arrangems
for the funeral had been “handed over” to the Kepe
branch of the Labour Party and to other elements
outside family connections was not one which the Polll
could object to, although of course the significance of
“take-over” was not lost on them.

Quite obviously, therefore, the Police had to be
to play their normal role and cope with whatever the fu
demonstration might produce, but to do so without
trouble breaking out in a highly emotional atmosphs
stretching right throughout the day. They could only
the terms and conditions of the procession, and this
agreed on both sides, and with the family’s consent.
the agreement would turn out only the morrow would sho

Enche Mansor bin Mohamed Noor, in a reco_
statement, reports as follows :—

“At 8.45 a.m. on 9th May, 1969, I went to the Hou
of the Dead (Chik Sin Tong) in Jalan Sultan to see if th
funeral arrangements were carried out as agreed to by il
Police. A big crowd was assembled there. According 1
the licence the procession was to begin at 9.30 a.m. but®

did not start until 9.55 a.m.
i#l procession. Banners read “Carry Out the Revolution to

“The procession was supposed to turn to the left fré be w0’ and “Down with American and British Imperialists and
Jalan Sultan towards the Merdeka roundabout but inste their Stooges — Rahman-Lee Clique”.
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it turned right and proceeded along Jalan Petaling, jeef
and booing at the Traffic Police on duty with the intenk
of provoking them (the Police). By turning right they |
broken the first condition.

powers of control. The demonstrators quickly sensed
s Palice 1

" the Police would not interfere unless the reasons for
B %0 were very drastic. Provocation was part of the

W, but despite their efforts, haranguing and challenging,

: ' : y ¥ were not abl i
“The procession then stopped at the junction of Ji ‘ Moweic.

Petaling and Jalan Cecil. There they started to haranj
the crowd, singing songs and distributing pamphlets W
Mao’s thoughts, pasting pamphlets on the walls and pilli
of shop-houses. One of the pamphlets read “Regime un;
Abdul Rahman Kejam” (“Tunku Abdul Rahman Regif
Is Cruel”) Or another, “Only Mao’s thoughts can—
practised here”. They carried Mao’s picture on placars
in the procession—1 can’t say how many there were.

- A lurther recorded statement by Enche Mansor bin
smed Noor gives a general picture of the procession
% whole, the nature of its participants, and what took
I various sections of the route. It is as follows ;—

| "Wth the procession came to the end of Jalan Petaling
liont of Malayan Banking they turned right into Jalan
i Al Loy, an unauthorised route to Jalan Klyne and

luned left into Jalan Mountbatten—all these were

“] went ahead of the procession to Foch Avenue i lden routes.
asked the leader in the forefront of the procession (becuul
they had taken the wrong route), “Which route are

. “lhey then proceeded along Jalan Mountbatten until
going to take?” His reply was, “I do not know, I do 1

b tume (o the junction of Jalan Mountbatten and Jalan
i ki Abdul Rahman. At 11.25 am. the procession
| at this junction. They then proceeded slowly

“The procession stopped every five or six yards
harangue the crowd where thousands of people were ini
both sides of the streets. I was then standing in front |
the Malayan Banking Building from where 1 could see 1l
crowd rapidly increasing in number. There must be somi
thousands already, in any case it exceeded many timi
the one thousand which was originally agreed. The
shouted, “Police, running dogs of the Government™,

fils Jalan Ipoh.

"‘ln front of the MARA Building about 500 motor-
s waiting there joined the procession. 1 jotted down
#y ol the numbers of the motor-cycles as I could at

Hine They stopped in front of the MARA Building to
e the crowd again.

- "Al 1235 p.m. they arrived in front of UMNO Head-

T estraint of this report is noteworthy. The proce
he r int of this report is rthy Pproct v and started to harangue the crowd and shout

sion is still in its early stages, having proceeded only &
one mile, yet it is already evident that those in the pro
were not simply mourners, professional or otherwise,
demonstrators trying to provoke trouble, and its leaders hi

1

“Al 225 pm. they came to the junction of Jalan
und Jalan Ipoh. Rain then started to pour down.



“At 3.00 p.m. they arrived at LPM Headquaries
Kepong. At Kepong thousands of people lined the ro
giving them refreshments and drinks. When they arriy
there they stopped for forty-five minutes to re-arrange il
procession.

“At 5.00 p.m. they reached Kepong Police Station
moved yard by yard, at the same time haranguing the cro
extolling the thoughts of Mao and cursing the Police.
tension was extremely high and we expected trouble’
any time.

“At 530 p.m. they came to the junction of the putl
leading to the cemetery and went inside the cemetery.

“I then returned and arrived to report at the Coniig
Centre at 6.00 p.m.

“The behaviour of the funeral crowd was most provogils
tive and if the Police had not exercised tolerance
patience there would certainly have been an outbreak {
violence that day. Their number were no less than 10,000
strong. Thousands would have been killed if we had nl
exercised tolerance and patience. I have no doubt abol
that. They were well organised.

“According to Inspector Satkunathan, he saw weapor
hidden inside the coffin while the body of the deceased
carried outside covered with cloth. This was confirmed b
the Inspector.”

The manner in which the Police handled the whaole
of the highly dangerous situation brought about by
Communists and the extreme left in trying to exploit thil Wil Fiocession. Above, Banner reads “The Enemy's Might

- : 5 P Wil Never Defeat Us” (“Mao Tse Tung’s Thoughts”).
funeral procession was highly praiseworthy. In the light

of subsequent events, and given the nature of the explosive Wanners reas! (1) “Carry Out the Struggle Against

h American Imperialism and the Rahman-Lee Regime to the
58 "l (2) “Topple Modern Revisionism Headed By the Russian
Revisionist Reactionary Clique”.
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emotional feelings the procession aroused, the tension g
ing greater, the nearer the funeral reached the cemeld
Enche Mansor’s statement is remarkable for its modest
Let me repeat it, “Thousands would have been killed if'}
(Police) had not exercised tolerance and patience. 1| I
no doubt about that™. '

As the photographs show and the reports reveal |
whole of this huge demonstration was highly planned
organised. Quite obviously from the very moment il
the Labour Party accidentally acquired a “martyr™, il
evident that the Communists and the extreme left intengl
to exploit this opportunity to the full. 1

They succeeded in getting control of the fung
arrangements. They made open demand for the actual ¢
of the funeral to be the same as the elections. Word ¥
out to all party branches and supporters to get ready |
make the most of the funeral day when it came up. '
busy five days thousands of placards and banners W
prepared. Nothing was left to chance, the details were |
set out,

One does not casually arrange for five hundred mots
cycles to be in a particular place at one time, unless™
happens to be a motor rally, yet they were there ready i
and waiting to join the already-long procession at the hal
way mark. One can just imagine how the roar and whil
of motor-cycle engines in their hundreds could contrib
to raising the temperature of an atmosphere already highl
charged.

Thi.s was no accident, no coincidental get-togetherj wl procession. Above, Slogans read (1) “Down with the
was deliberately arranged as part of the whole proceedin) Inlisis headed by America” and (2) “To Repay Blood Debt
This motor-cycle aspect illustrates, as few other single i Wil Blood, and To Return Violence with Violence™.

. _

Banners read (1) “Hold High the Red Flag of Martyrs
Uity Oul Revolution to the End” and (2) “To Die for the
Puople is as Heavy as the Mountain of Tai".
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can, the trouble and effort the Communists took to use
funeral in an effort to create a tense situation which G
be rapidly got out of control, and thus hurl Kuala Lun
and the nation into chaos.

In this vast effort they were thwarted. The quel
now was whether they would try again. What effecl
events of this long-tense and funereal Friday would hav
the General Elections the following day remained to
seen. One thing was finally plain that night—despite
boycott the elections would take place as scheduled.
Communists were to fail again, for when the morrow

VIII

elections came the turnout of voters was a recore

Malaysian history.
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RS GO TO THE POLLS

' IRDAY, May 10th—General Election Day— dawned

Biight and sunny in the capital city of Kuala Lumpur
the weather was fair. So 1 was told in Alor Star, where
spent the previous day going round my own con-
ey  of Pulau Langkawi. Technically speaking 1
fpose | was not Prime Minister just then, but simply
her candidate putting his prospects before the voters
b thelr democratic approval.

Hhe hectic, hot-tempered campaign, unparalleled in our
iy lor sheer political malice, was over at last. This
the day of decision. The Elections Commission was in
I vontrol, and until they had exercised their mandate,
the relurns were coming in no one could forecast the
s

I might say that despite all the unpleasantness of the
g, the like of which I had never experienced before,
very confident that the Alliance Party would get in
with the same two-thirds majority as in previous

oy
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I think it would be fair to state that this resull Nliry vandidates in the field. Therefore the Opposition
the general expectation throughout the country, excep Il ulford to ignore them as an even partner.
course by Opposition party members who were staking |
all to turn the tables on the Alliance. They had |
fingers crossed, hopeful but not confident.

Iliey treated the MIC as a minor factor, but to
cortain they split up their campaign against MIC
didates amongst two parties, the DAP leading the attack
) Iwo constituencies and the PPP concentrating on the

Election day in Malaysia is more complicated tha : : _
der, Tun Sambanthan, in a straight fight.

most countries for polling takes place not only to dé
the composition of Parliament at the Federal level b L Ihe MIC is the only exclusively Indian party in
the future of the Legislative Assemblies in the various Si liysin, although people of Indian origin number more
With eleven separate States in West Malaysia, W i one million. Three Opposition parties had Indian
clections were taking place on the same day. ilites, these being the Gerakan, DAP and PPP, the Ge-
kun nominees having formerly been members of the Labour
y. DAP had previously been represented in Parliament
wnly one member, Enche C. Devan Nair, but he chose
I contest, even though he was one of the most widely-
n of all Opposition MPs. Why he was not in the fight
Wl 18w mystery.  Perhaps the DAP knows! Apart from
¢ lndian candidates for Parliament the DAP ficlded one
ity Malay, who was defeated. So much for Malaysian
liysin!

In all these twelve elections, naturally the volers
all communities were vitally interested, and it was 1
reactions which would determine the results. 1 have 4
shown that the main targets of Opposition attack in il
campaign against the Alliance Government were the UN |
and the MCA. What attitudes did the Opposition
towards the Malaysian Indian Congress (MIC), the tl
pillar of the Alliance?

The PMIP directed its onslaught in the most ou d
manner against the UMNO; the other Opposition parl
whether by calculation or merely mutual convenience, al
at the MCA candidates. The Communist party throl
their supporters were egging on all opposition elem
either openly or behind the scenes.

i these elections the Alliance, as in the past, was the
purty truly representing all communities. Ever since
pendence each party in the Alliance trinity has always
I members in the Cabinet, the MIC never less than two
I isters

As to the MIC, the Opposition generally showed
cohesive plan. They felt that results could be more
ductive if they shook the two main pillars of the Allias
the UMNO and the MCA, hoping that in doing so fl
would bring down the MIC as well. As compared %
the UMNO and the MCA, the MIC had only three Parl

As 0 whole the Indian community in Malaysia has
ienl characteristics to the Malay and Chinese commu-
' I'he Malays are mainly agricultural, while the
w ure broadly spread throughout commerce, mining
apticulture. The Indians are represented throughout
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o example, in 1965 the actual Personal Emoluments
Pensions etc. amounted to $540.7 million or 33.2%
Ll Tolal Ordinary Budget, while in 1969 it is estimated
the Ngure will rise to $650.6 million or 33.89 of the
lget  These figures do not take into account the Unified
Biling Service or the daily-rated workers. If these
Miis or wages were included the Federal Government’s
Wl wage bill would exceed 50% of the Total Ordinary
Wlgel.  This is on Federal level alone, not including the
il Emoluments paid out in all the thirteen States.

all sections of Malaysian society, being approximately |
rural and half-urban.

Where the Indians stand out distinctively
dominance in the trade unions, in which they have ¥
a major influence from the beginnings of the movemes
Malaysia, and still do. In fact, it can be broadly ss
Malaysian Indians are far more involved in unions il {
political parties, and those who are interested in pa
make certain to keep in close contact with the unions,

For example, the Indians are omnipresent as indu!
and manual workers, especially in the Malaysian Ra
the Public Works Department, the Port Authomiet .'
the rubber industry. The National Union of Planta
Workers (NUPW), which is predominantly Indian, &
far the largest union in the country and one of the --
in Asia. It is aligned to no political party, and its lea
ship is very influential in the Malaysian Trades Ul
Congress, which also stands apart from parties, lea
political activities to individual members’ own inclinatis
The Indians are also very strong in the Congress of Uni Iy their Ministerial capacities both Tun Sambanthan
of Employees in the Public and Civil Services (CUEPAC! # Luche Manickavasagam are directly involved with

kot on a large scale. They also appreciate, however,

. fitical. but basicallus the Government can ill-afford to meet demands for
whole are comparatively apolitical, but basically inte Wn, so they cannot make promises such as union

in the question of wage increases. From time to time & Wliis can, or politicians who woo the workers for their
Union leaders have made representations to Governt M omls. Rash promises are easily made; realities must
for wage increases for Government workers. Being . fuced

biggest employer in the country it must be realised it s ; _ _
I the clection time union and political leaders alleged

possible for Government to give in to such demands o
time increases are asked for, because the wages bill woi I these Ministers had not helped to get more pay, although
yone knows how much Tun Sambanthan has done to

be enormous; the Government would not be able to al _
t I property-owned co-operatives among Indian workers

Linion leaders who fight the case for workers for in-
| wupges do not realise Government’s predicament; if
demnnds are always met every time they are brought
Wil then the Government would face economic ruin.

Nevertheless Union leaders keep on promising their
win that they will fight their case for wage increases
y ure returned, and naturally the workers fall for this
Ihey also say that the MIC has not done much for
Workers

It is not surprising, therefore, that the Indians
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to answer the problem of the disintegration of
Union leaders, however, were rash enough to promise |
they could get more increases to get the support of
workers.

One incident in a previous election illustrates
extent to which this campaign of anti-Government feg
was being aroused among Indian workers. Tun Sambanl
told me that when he went to a temple in Bungsar
ceremony, he came out to find that the Federation f
on his car had been torn to shreds. This area is a nest
Indian workers, so who could have done it except th
living there?

HOCKS AND SURPRISES

Such feelings against the Government are very #i
especially when one realises how much the Governm
has done for the workers with so little appreciation on th
part. Compare Malaysia with some of the countries aroul
around us, and you will realise “How good it is to I
here”.

BIIIE was a major unknown quantity at work in this
‘ your's clection—the many new voters on the register.
i they went into the polling booths to mark their
s+ on their ballot papers how would they vote?

While it could be possible to predict results on the past
fmances of the various parties, and here the Alliance
stund solidly on its record with every reason to feel
it would be amply rewarded, the Opposition had to
hle on the possibilities of a “swing” and up to date in
Mot clections no “swing” had ever occurred. In other
%, they had to depend on whether or not their question-
¢ Widerhand tactics in the campaign would pay off.

The Indian workers had thus had their basic grous
worked on for a long time, and their possible reaction
voters in the 1969 elections was a factor that could n
possibly be calculated. Would they support the
or would they go another way?

A here was another variable quantity at work. Whereas
W 1964 elections, when voting was held at Federal and
levels for the first time, the result had been a confirma-
i ol the Alliance as a party to be entrusted with the
mment. Five years had now passed, new parties
I the arena, younger voters were having a say for
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the first time, and in some States local issues had bes
inflamed, such as in Penang where the question of
port status had been raised again. In short, would
feelings decide the national vote, or would it turn out

Iy wlier midnight it became evident that things were
Wping up too well for the Alliance in Penang.

Ponnng, that stronghold of extremists in the past, no

other way round? Would they remember what the Alli bl o Labour Party to vote for, but the success of a
had done for the people and the country? gioup, the Gerakan Party, one candidate after another
i ut State level, showed that there was a definite

As in previous elections, polling day proceeded smo
throughout West Malaysia, the twelve hours of voting |
an interlude of calm before the excitement of coul
could begin and the announcement of the returns. o L

"

operating there. It soon became clear that the
Wore lengthening against the Alliance retaining power

The ballot boxes meanwhile kept their own secrets;
it turned out the polling was to spring surprises in
direction in all political quarters. Such is the

Al the airwaves came more shocks and surprises,
the Gerakan and the DAP scored sweeping successes
lunpor electorates, and then to my dismay it was also
democracy. Mg cvident that erosion of UMNO was taking place
Election sign-boards had been erected throughout luli  The spiteful campaign of the PMIP was turning
country to record the progress of the polls. After vol M their favour.
closed down at 8.00 p.m. people gathered at such pl
or went home to await the outcome with either
television sets or radios, not to mention portable transisie

Ay

Yhe defeat of UMNO in several constituencies in
Wl wlways an Alliance stronghold to date, was due to
ol support from the Chinese, who had in the past
Interest was undoubtedly nation-wide and over in I d 1o tip the balance in favour of UMNO candidates.
Malaysia the listeners were just as keen, perhaps more !
as their own polling at both Federal and State levels we
not only be taking place later on but on “staggered” dil
and their votes would be placed together in the same b

for the first time.

MNO was suffering setbacks in my own State, in
B Lises il is true by a very small majority. The Minister
Wotmation and Broadcasting, Enche Abdul Rahman,
Wstunee, only lost by eighty-five votes. Had a few
puils Chinese voted for him he would certainly have
plurned. The same was true of Dr. Mahathir and
' Mohammed Zahir.

I was in my house in Alor Star, as was my usual cusl
on election night, and all the other Ministers of the Cabil

were home in their own constituencies, too. y -
S0 pronounced was the swing that I myself just scraped

Ii by about three thousand votes, whereas in the past
uo less than an overall majority of eleven thousand
0 more.

As happens in elections, the counting in urban
comes out more quickly than in the more scattered ru
electorates. As the early returns were announced beginn
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Al explains the loss of the Alliance in Penang island
pe well as in Province Wellesley, where the Chinese
Yuoled in reverse. This about-face of the Chinese spread
Ml 1o Kedah, particularly in the North of the State,
L Wi the Southern part the loyalty of the people to the
Minoe was still strong.

By early morning on Sunday, May 11th, with an
member of the Cabinet, the Minister of Commerg
Industry, Dr. Lim Swee Aun, failing to get in, in T4
and well-known Alliance Members of Parliament |
out in Selangor, the prospects were looking pretty |
But then returns started coming in from the rural elecle
and the Alliance score-board of successes began to &

By midday on Sunday, May llth, the overall results
M vlections were quite clear. The Alliance Government
gl 1otnined power in all the States, except in Penang, where
to show that these States, with of course the excepti Lietakun had won, and of course Kelantan, where our
of Kelantan, were still standing behind the Alliance, Wil 10 capture that State, though gallant, were unsuccess-

influence which had overawed or frightened the Ching L Wl the PMIP remained in power. Their vicious
Kedah appeared to be absent in Johore and Pahang, t puign had produced an increase of their strength at
whatever the influence was that had forced the Chines il level, their number of Members in Parliament
vote against the Alliance had come from Penang, Hig by three.

stronghold of the Communists, secret societies and o
extreme chauvinists.

Results from the South and from the East Coast_'

I Irengganu, Pahang, Johore, Malacca, Negri Sem-
M, Kedah and Perlis the Alliance Government had
mujorities. The Alliance, however, suffered very
W cscapes in Perak and Selangor. In Perak the
Miice won 19 seats, the largest for any single party, and
I the attitude of the Gerakan, the Alliance managed
form o Government. In Selangor, the number of
e victories vis-a-vis the combined Opposition parties
vut equal, but there is one Independent member in
tlon, who holds the balance of power.

On the other hand, there are also in Penang the B
and the Nonyas, the Straits-born Chinese, who are 4§ |
to the country as the native Malays themselves, I
ways, character and even their food follow closely f
of the Malays; even their language is a mixture of
and Malay. These are, however, no match again it
strong united force, such as the Communists, so insten
fighting it out they choose to remain quiet.
I the clections for the Federal Parliament the Alliance

I have already shown how trouble started in fped with a resounding majority, more than double the
over devaluation of the old currency, the killing of ple 0l the combined Opposition, winning seventy-six
UMNO worker, and other activities connected or assogl Ws against thirty-seven captured by four of the seven
with the Communists and other disloyal elements, al psition parties. The break-down of the other party
which had been spearheaded from Penang. Mlis on that Sunday, May 11th, was as follows :— DAP
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13, PMIP 12, Gerakan 8 and PPP 4. The other
contestants, the UMCO and the Independents fa le
gain any seats. '

In the previous Parliament the Alliance had won i
nine sets in West Malaysia, giving the Party a clear |
thirds majority in the Dewan Raayat (House of Repre
tives). In these elections the Alliance majority, had
reduced by thirteen. The DAP, the Gerakan, the B
and the PPP all increased their membership in the Hot

This must prove what I had been telling the
during the campaign—that only the Malays could b
undoing of their own people.

The unholy alliance of DAP, PPP, Gerakan and P
had brought in the non-Malay parties with a strength
had not previously enjoyed. The loss of UMNO seils
Perak and Selangor did not benefit the Malays of the PN
It may have brought joy to them, but to the Malays
the country in general, it was a severe set-back. If
should continue, what does the future hold?

IORY” ON THE RAMPAGE

OMMIENTED earlier that as it turned out “the polling
A lo spring surprises in every direction in all political
4. No one was more surprised, I am sure, than the

aiid the newly-formed Gerakan with their unexpected
. They felt not enly cocky, but downright arrogant.

A fuct they were so elated that any foreign visitor could
ubly have believed that these parties had won the
s outright. They lost no time in arranging to
e their “victories”,

Al the morning of Monday, May 12th, Dr. Tan Chee
Wi, who had won his seat in Batu, Selangor, with a
Mnjority, asked for Police permission to hold a victory
wlon by members of his Gerakan Party. A permit
pianted on condition that the procession followed a
nuthorised by the Police.

1he DAP decided to hold a procession the day after,
Wesday May 13th, but without the permissicn of the
I'his proposal was not followed up. The DAP
i with the Gerakan parade.
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Enche Abu Bakar bin Abdul Aziz, Officer-in-Charg
Kuala Lumpur Police District, in a statement reeg
reports on Dr. Tan’s application as follows ;—

“On 12th May, 1969, Dr. Tan Chee Khoon rang
up and asked for permission to hold a victory proe
to thank his supporters only within his constituency,
is Batu, Sentul and Ipoh Road. He wanted the prog
to start from his Headquarters in Jalan Broderick, *
wanted to start at 4.30 p.m. and end at 7.00 p.m. |
number of people taking part would be about 500, |
there would be a motorcade as well.

“I then discussed the route with Enche Mansor a8
as the timing, and decided that as 4.30 p.m. was a |
period (for traffic) we thought that the procession s'
start at 5.30 p.m. as otherwise the public would be §
inconvenienced.

“I spoke about this new arrangement with Dr. Tan €}
Khoon and explained to him the position. He
and requested that as the timing had now been made |
by one hour the procession should end an hour late J
which we agreed and a licence was issued in his name ™

Dr. Tan's victory procession was held on am |
precedented scale, politically speaking, and was acgy
panied by acts of rowdyism and hooliganism and in Wl
defiance of the Police after the main procession had engl
The procession went through unauthorised routes, jamm
traffic everywhere as a consequence. With victory emolid
on the loose and—there can be no other explanatio
Communists urging them on, the victors made a '

blunder, and blunder it was. s Gernkan-DAP “victory” parade in Kuala Lumpur on May 12th
- X 1 Ahove Gerakan Secretary-General Dr. Tan Chee Khoon with

The procession shouting its way along turned M the Party banner.
Jalan Campbell and Jalan Hale—roads on the edge of Wi
lw.  DAP Secretary-General Goh Hock Guan marching in
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leading into Kampong Bharu, where thirty thousand Mul
have lived in peace for years beneath the palms in th
own settlement in the centre of Kuala Lumpur. Jalan
is the main street of Kampong Bahru. There they
ceeded to provoke the Malays, gibing at them and the
their victory in their faces in the midst of what is virl
an UMNO stronghold.

Enche Mansor bin Mohamed Noor in a recorded sl
ment reports as follows :—

“A group of them about twenty strong, stopped
front of Travers Road Police Station. One of them shoull
in front of the Police Station Quarters, “Melayu mulf
(“Malays dead”), and also showed his private parts ta
Police, making this indecent gesture in front of the Pall
men’s wives who were in the compound of the quartes
One of the Policemen made a report of this indeg
behaviour, and a report was immediately entered.

.8

R R T
e

“After that they broke into small groups and one
down Jalan Mountbatten stopping vechicles with Malays
them and insulting the occupants with the intention @
humiliating them. In fact one of them threatened 1o
the eyes of the O.C.P.D’s daughter, aged about 17. At il
same time they shouted “You Malays bodoh™ (“stupid®
“Tidak Kuasa” (“No power”). One Malay youth repori@
to Police Headquarters that he was beaten up by i
Chinese in Foch Avenue.”

The disturbance caused to the public by the behavig
of the procession was admitted by the Gerakan Party’s Yol
Teck Chye, the President of the Malaysian Trades Unig B pwade.  Above; “Broom to wesp. our: the Weleys”.
Congress, who had succeeded in winning a resoundi
victory in Bukit Bintang constituency in Kuala Lumpur.

Helow. Gerakan supporters in “victory” mood.
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On Tuesday, May 13th he made an open apology I
Press for his party supporters having caused such
venience to the public, but the emotional damage had alp
been done. He certainly had some reason to apologise
apart from Dr. Tan’s main procession, which had dispe
at the agreed time of 8.00 p.m. he had later taken part I
illegal procession himself, as Police reports record.

From the course of subsequent events that night |
clear that the Gerakan leaders had now lost contral
the elements and emotions they had unleashed, or &
it in another way they were now themselves being
turn by the mob. After dispersal their supporters split’
into various groups, going to different areas to carry
with their victory cries and continuing to celebrate I
triumph, and two more processions started out, both illeg

Enche Abu Bakar bin Abdul Aziz, the Officer-in-Chas
of Kuala Lumpur Police District, reported in a statems
recorded as follows :—

“I was in the Control Room at 10.10 p.m. and |
information that Yeoh Teck Chye was leading a processl
along Bukit Bintang Road without permission. Anoil
one was coming from Petaling Jaya led by David, Ml
without permission. (Note:— Enche V. David of
Gerakan Party, had won a Federal seat in Penang,
also won a State seat in his home State of Selangor).

“I gave orders that these two processions must |
stopped as they were not authorised by the Police. I
Federal Reserve Unit troops were sent to stop them.

“In the meantime the one at Bukit Bintang disperss
but the one headed by David went to the Peking Hotel
Jalan Brickfields) where 200 Indian youths were waiting It
them. F.R.U. troops were sent to disperse them.

“Victory” parade. The jeers of jubilation.
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“David then tried to contact the Chief Police Officer
could not get him; he then contacted me. He told me. |
to send F.R.U. men to provoke his people. The time i
was 12.05 a.m. on May 13th.

“I told him that his supporters (obviously drunk Wi
success and toddy) were causing a nuisance by making noil
and I had received many telephone calls complaining alig
this. I told him that his crowd must disperse or else il
would be made to do so.

“He asked me if I knew who he was. I said that
knew him as Mr. David. He said that he was a new
elected Member of Parliament. I told him that
immaterial, but as far as I was concerned he should I8
his supporters to disperse or else the F.R.U. troops woll
do that. To this he said, “To hell with F.R.U,
bastard!”, and jammed the telephone.

“Part of the procession also went round Pudu M
insulted the Malays and the Police there.

“One lorry full of Gerakan supporters shouting Wi
screaming went round Sentul but was stopped by the Poli
because it had no haulage permit.

“It would appear that the DAP also joined in
procession but it was difficult to distinguish them exce
by their party symbol. Who was to be blamed was difliey
to say, but in my mind both Gerakan and DAP were equall
to be blamed for creating a nuisance which was likely |
cause a breach of peace. This would have happened if I
Police had not taken prompt action”.

It is SIgniﬁ(':ant here to pomt. out that both the 'i" ‘ Yy parade. Above. Gerakan supporter throwing a smoke-
sequent processions referred to in Enche Abu B: “bomb"”.

statement were started without permission. If the Ge
Below. DAP supporters in the demonstration.
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Party had held its victory procession, then why on
was there any necessity for further demonstrations on
same night?

As Enche Abu Bakar reports the two processions
disperse, but the wildness and excitement and persol
injury that they generated continued thereafter, the prog
sions breaking up into groups to make separate demonsly
tions in three different sections of Kuala Lumpur-
Brickfields, in Pudu and in Sentul—these areas being
the South, the Centre and the North of the city, the dista
between the first and the third areas being nearly
miles and the demonstrations continuing until well afl
midnight.

XI

'S IN THE NIGHT

There is no doubt at all in my mind that these scatter
and separate demonstrations only served to exacerbate {l
atmosphere in Kuala Lumpur, which was beginning to she
signs of becoming taut with rapidly-mounting tension.

MU TURNED to Kuala Lumpur from Alor Star about

lunch-time on what was to turn out to be not only a
Bl but also a fatal day—Tuesday May 13th.

My Principal Private Secretary informed me that he
peccived news that a counter-demonstration was to be
ws the Malays in Kuala Lumpur were very annoyed
h the anti-Malay demonstration, accompanied by insults
Milecent gestures, perpetrated by the Opposition on
previous day, May 12th.

He told me that UMNO was going to stage a procession
lobrute the Party’s victory, and that a crowd would
i in the compound of the house of the Menteri Besar
lungor, Dato Harun bin Idris, in Jalan Raja Muda, and
the procession would start from there. It was intended
Wive the Menteri Besar address the gathering before the
PRRION hcgan.

I hat same afternoon Tun Tan Siew Sin, Enche Khaw
4 Boh, Dr. Lim Swee Aun and Tan Sri T. H. Tan called

85



on me at the Residency to tell me how concerned lhe‘
was about the results of the election, saying it was ob¥
that the Chinese had lost confidence in MCA leader
In the circumstances, they considered it would probabl
unwise for them to take part in the Cabinet as they &
no longer represent the Chinese.

At the MIC too had lost their Indian support in the
s in certain areas. He wondered in view of the
Mile being taken at that time by the MCA whether the
whould continue to represent the Indians in the Cabinet
i | advised him that in the interests of the Alliance
e nation it would be best if he and Inche Manickava-
suyed on. 1 was very pleased when Tun Sambanthan

My reply to them was to the effect that it would ) 1 1o do so
(A LY L.

great loss to the Cabinet if they did not participate as

services to the country and to the Alliance Party had b
most invaluable in the past. I said that perhaps altes
lapse of time they might be able to return to the fold, f_
advised them to take a little time out to think over th
decision.

AL we were talking about the election results a phone
Sbime through at 6,45 p.m. to the effect that an ugly
il had taken place along Jalan Raja Muda in which
£ hinese were assaulted.

bnmmediately afterwards Enche Mansor, the Kuala
pur Police Traffic Chief, and one or two others came
me and said that there had been some killing. The
Wil been placed under immediate curfew as at 7.00
Ihe Security Forces were out, the Army called in.

We then discussed the events of the previous few dl
such as the funeral of the Labour Party youth, the vigl
procession of the Gerakan and unauthorised demonstratig
The MCA delegation then left me, but I was left with'|
thought that if the Chinese community could let down |
leaders who had served them and their country so well, Wl
would follow next?

| tald them that I would go and see what could be done,
Il wus suggested that the best thing for me to do was to
ol 1o Police Headquarters and to listen to reports

There is no doubt that the demonstration by iy in

Gerakan on May 12th had not only annoyed the Mali i
but incensed them. I was personally worried that the p " lmmediately after my prayers 1 went strait to Selangor
cession which UMNO was about to hold might lead Headguarters in Jalan Bandar. After being briefed
trouble. It was not easy to stop it at this stage as | e Police 1 returned to the Residency to have my dinner
Opposition had already held processions, and permissi | wrranged for Radio Malaysia to send an officer so
had already been obtained for UMNO to have theirs. i | could make a recording. When he came—it was

could only pray to God that nothing serious would happel | 930 pm.—1 was so depressed in mind and sad in

that 1 found it difficult to ‘collect my thoughts.
g the urgency of immediate action 1 spoke directly
the mircrophone without giving myself any time to

Tun Sambanthan than came to me and we discusy
the election results. Although he had tried his best to sop
the interests of the Indian community, Tun Sambanthi
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May 13th in Kuala Lumpur. Shop-houses going up in lire 10ih In Kuala Lumpur. Above, Overturned motor-cars on fire
Kampong Pandan. In Jalan Raja Muda, where the riots began.

Below. Gutted shop-houses in Jalan Campbell.




prepare what 1 wanted to say. This is what I said
that fateful night :—

houl fear to maintain peace in this country. God bless
nit

“Trouble has broken out in Kuala Lumpur and Secu ~ Lyom the Residency 1 then drove directly to Television
Forces have taken control of the situation and many plig luyain. A current popular programme came to mid-halt,
considered a security risk. 1 have no choice now but the announcer broadecast that I would be speaking over
declared a State of Emergency in Kuala Lumpur and, ¥ uwlmost immediately. Facing the “live” cameras I was
necessary, to declare a State of Emergency through Whoked with emotion that at times I could hardly get my
Malaysia. It is my duty to safeguard life and propés Iy out, but I managed by sheer will finally to repeat in
and to maintain peace at any cost in this country. 1 apps i Mulaoy and English what I had just recorded at the
to all responsible citizens to support and give their full Bllency. The time was 10.32 p.m.
co-operation to the Security Forces for the maintenance”

peace and security in this country. Al about 11.00 pm. as 1 was on my way back to the

lency 1 decided to re-visit Police Headquarters in Jalan
Biilar instead of returning home. This I did, and asked
driver to change course. When the car turned on a

“There should never have been. in the first place, i
trouble. It should never have occurred. I know what li
occurred during the procession held by Opposition Partig toud into Jalan Bandar I came across some thugs but
and I hold them responsible for what is happening now b | Wweing my car they fled. 1 then arrived at Selangor
retaliation does not help matters. 1 am aggrieved at wh e Contingent Headquarters and stayed there until after
has taken place. For two months, 1 toured without ¢g Milght. It was an event and an evening that could not
sideration for my convenience, my safety or for my own Bunily lorgotten, certainly never in my life by me.
in order to give my warnings to the people. Because |
the composition of the people here. we must not risk ol
munal trouble.

Muturally I did not sleep that night, my mind upset
the tragedy that had overtaken our peaceful capital
uation. I was restless, walked about, and spent a
“Now this is what has happened. We must preve 0 Lime in my prayers to God. I went out on to the
it from spreading and, if necessary, to form a Goodw Wy outside my room looking down on the city in the
Committee throughout the country in order to mainid 0y by night. Flames were burning high in several areas,
goodwill among all races in this country. This couni Kumpong Bharu and to the North.
depends on you, good citizens, to do your duty and stan
by me in order to help this country, which we love so mug
in this hour of her need.

Kunla Lumpur was a city on fire: 1 could clearly see
vonllagrations from my residence at the top of the hill
Wl i wus a sight that I never thought I would see in my
iie.  In fact all my work to make Malaysia a happy
pencelul country throught these years, and also my

“I pray to Allah to secure you against all dangers.
the same time, look after yourselves. I will do all 1 @
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May 13th in Kuala Lumpur. Above, Wrecked vehicles in Jalah May 100k In Kuala Lumpur. Above, Wrecked cars burning in Jalan
Bungsar. Raja Muda.

Below, Fire-brigade pouring water on blazing shops in Kampong #sluw  The morning after. Overturned and wrecked cars in
Pandan. Jalan Hale, Kampong Bharu.
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dream of being the happiest Prime Minister in the 0l
were also going up in flames.

I recount now with special interest other facts that
med earlier that afternoon of May 13th along Jalan

), the main road leading to the North. Many days
¢ un eye-witness reported to me that buses coming from
Morth, from places such as Selayang, about twenty
8% uway, were stopped and searched by a group of
e yvouths looking for Malays while at the same time
Wling “Darah bayar Darah!”, in English, “Blood will

twpnid with blood!™, the same slogan as was heard at
B funcral procession.

So many dire things had happened down below (he
on that dreadful night, and so many previous incidents Iy
contributed to what had taken place, that I realised it ol
be some time before all the series of events fell into
sequence that could be understood.

I had received that day reports of the Gera 4
procession on the previous evening, throwing insults at th
Malays by telling them that the sailing boat—the § L W o
of lhg All{ance—iad been sunk, and thft the Malaysyr:‘ 1 herefore it is true to say that the mCl_dents -01 May 13th
as well return to their kampongs and villages. All thes e 1enlly sparked off by these Communist Chinese youths,

* kind of people, if not the actual ones, who took
came to my mind as some of the contributory causes. e . i " s
/ 3 in the funeral procession. “Darah bayar Darah!™ was

Mg the many such slogans painted on the placards
Wil in the funeral procession by Labour Party youths
Muy Yth, slogans chanted aloud by them all through the
RN L.

Such despicable and uncalled-for provocation, goin,
beyond all bounds of human decency caused intense emotio
and anger among the Malays. That is why UMNO member
had gathered at the Menteri Besar’s house in Jalan Raji
Muda on the evening of May 13th. As Chairman of UMM (
in Selangor State he had acceded to the request of the par
members that they. too, should hold a similar procession 1
celebrate the victory of the Alliance; and as permission i
do so had already been obtained the procession shouli
have begun as scheduled.

In [uct, it can now be said that these slogans of “Darah
it Darah!” and the irresponsible actions of members of
Cierakan Party and DAP when holding their victory
Wession, and also other demonstrations by equally irres-
sible ruffians all combined to culminate in the violence of
y 13th.

!

While they were gathered in the compound of Dals
Harun’s residence news came through suddenly that Chij
had attacked Malays in Setapak, a mile or two to
North, as they were on their way to join the proces _' _
starting from Jalan Raja Muda. The news created a storn L that time did not take prompt and firm action against
of indignation; hell broke loose. Two Chinese passing b Bible-makers, as a result of which the Emergency took
on motor cycles were attacked and killed. And so the H_'_ much toll in life and property. The violence of the
of May I3th began, triggering off violence unprecedent Wipgency which we experienced for ten years under tl_le
in the history of Malaysia. ninl administration and for a further two years in

A | brooded on the balcony. the occurrence of such
Mence brought back to my mind the situation which this
Wiy had faced in 1948 because the British authorities
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independent Malaya, and the ravages and havoc that flow
therefrom, were entirely due originally to lack of initiativ

It was now clear to me that all the signs of what
happened during the election campaign and the riot|
and arson now taking place in Kuala Lumpur indicated (l
there might well be a repetition of deep trouble as ¢
perienced in 1948, if no immediate action was taken.

X1

I determined at once that this would be done, th
the Government had to act and to take every precaution |
prevent the disturbances in Kuala Lumpur from spreadit
or developing into something of a more serious n
and nation-wide. This was essential if the trouble was to b
ended as quickly as it had blown up.

10N AND PARADOX

MIY, Wednesday, May 14th was a day of constant
Witlon and also a day of paradox.

I normal circumstances, this being the first Wednesday
I'lection Day, 1T would have received from the Istana
i n summons from His Majesty the Yang di-Pertuan
g to wait upon him as the leader of the victorious party
elections, the Alliance., and to have received a
Wl Command to form a new Government.

Then | would have returned to the Residency to decide
my Cabinet and to make arrangements for the de-
lnl. holders of portfolios to go to the Palace to be
in by His Majesty and to take the Oath of Office
y presence.  In Malaysia such a day would kave been
ol much formal ceremony and conviviality.

Istend, and herein is the paradox, 1 had a national
on my hands, so I asked for His Majesty to be
wil that T would like to have an immediate audience to
on the complete reversal of the situation due to the
thut had come about overnight.

I determined, too, that the plans we would put inl
action would have to be of an enduring nature so as |
prevent any recurrence in future of what was taking pla
now. Nobody, whatever his racial origin, be it ines
Indian or Malay, would want to see such things happenin
again. Except for the Communists and their sympathiser
and all those politicians who used or allowed themsely
to be used by these elements for their own political end
there was no one in Malaysia who wanted to see
peaceful country in deep trouble. After all our succe
years of peace and prosperity such a calamity was a te
tragedy.
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| ulo arranged with Tun Abdul Razak to try and
I out o plan for immediate distribution of food to
Ble i those areas where a twenty-four hour curfew was
imposed, and consequently they could not get out to
W (heir purchases of foodstuffs. We decided to turn lhle
Iy Hishamuddin into a Food Distribution Centre, 1h1§
being most conveniently situated in the centre of
ﬂll\ He took immediate action with the result that the
iie wis in operation the next morning.

O o visit to the Centre the following day [ was
wased with the vast amount of work being carried out
hundreds of volunteers, some of whom were memb-crs
Wiplomatic missions and their wives, and all renderiflg
g1 service in packing food into parcels and cartons for

I also arranged for a special meeting of the sen
Ministers of the old Cabinet to be called that mo
the Residency, and issued an invitation as well to
(Dr.) Ismail bin Dato Abdul Rahman, a retired Cabi
colleague, to attend.

He had telephoned Tun Abdul Razak the previ
night offering his services to the nation in any capacily
I required him. Tun Razak had thanked him m
especially because he knew Tun Ismail had not been in
best of health and had intended shortly to leave for (
United Kingdom to consult his specialist.

In Malaysia Wednesday is usually Cabinet day, b
on this occasion, instead of holding a first formal me
of a new Cabinet, I was presiding over an ad-hoc C. .
of “emergency”. I informed my colleagues of my intes
tions, the decisions I had arrived at overnight.

ihiition

Muny of them were covered with flour on their clothes
luees. They never lost their composure or wit in
ol the unusual and heavy type of work they were doing.
young member of the diplomatic service said as 1
d him. “We are now flower people”.

Al the beginning the task was tremendous, as
Wteers had no previous experience of such a contingency,
i within a couple of days the Centre was working very
pthly indeed.

It afternoon I summoned the Solicitor-General (o
% house and drafted with him the various legal notifications
“ieclure a State of Emergency in the country and to
laim ull areas in the Federation as Security Areas, and
| wvening I called on His Majesty at the Istana to obtain
Moyval signature on ali the Proclamations.

{) this second night, too, 1 appeared on television
i unnouncing the postponement of elections in East

First of all, I said it was necessary for me to advi
His Majesty to proclaim a State of Emergency throughe
the country, as there was no other way of dealing effective
with the current situation. Also polling in East Mala 'S
would have to be postponed indefinitely.

I had also decided to set up a National Operatio
Council to deal with all matters pertaining to the emer:
Concurrently, I would also form an Emergency Cab
from both old and new members to deal with administ
matters, 1

The idea of an Emergency Cabinet was not to stop al
discussion on its possible composition on a permanent bas
but to proceed urgently with the day-to-day affairs essent
to smooth administration. I would be proceeding to
Istana that evening to obtain from His Majesty the necessal
authority to carry out these decisions.
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Malaysia, as well as speaking over Radio Malaysia, and §
these broadcasts I went to Selangor Police Headqua
where I remained till past midnight. 1 might say here |
now, I repeated this routine the next day, May 15th. S
three days and nights—13th, 14th and 15th—I was 8
about doing my duty, conscientiously and with a heavy hy
and at the same time the pressure on my right eye was gel
unbearably oppressive.

In arriving at all these decisions and taking all th
actions I was impelled by the primary duty of the Gove
ment to save lives and property. 1 realised as for myself
owing to my eye trouble and the work involved I would i
be able, or expected, to tackle the task efficiently

administering the country and overseering the Emeri
at the same time.

hut

. in

So I obtained the approval of His Majesty to appo
Tun Abdul Razak, who was both Deputy Prime Minig
and Minister of Defence, to be the Director of the propos
National Operations Council. He was the right mi
younger and more active, full of vim and vigour, and bet
suited to the arduous task of restoring the country to f
malcy in view of his vast experience in handling the p
folios of both Defence and National Development.

The question of life or death for many was involve
Our duty therefore was to ensure that no one need live
a state of fear and apprehension from the doings of e
tremists and arsonists of any race.

We all had to realise that this national crisis arose |
the result of racial trouble, far more serious than
Communist insurrection, as the whole structure of
country could be in danger of complete collapse, if:“_

OIS e T e )
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Wion was not dealt with speedily and efficiently. There
B Lime to waste.

L)ur duties and responsibilities were clear. The best
silted to carry out the major work was Tun Razak.
ws my belief that with the assistance of members .of
('nthi. of the Security Forces, of Gover[}ment'Sew1ce
ol ull good citizens, our job could be achieved in good

| wus therefore prepared to step down a rung or two to
Jun Razak full authority to carry on with this important

| still remained Prime Minister, and thus respon-
the prosecution of the Emergency, Tun Razak
continuous consultation with me.

Atlempts at character assassination against .Tun Razak
been made by a certain section of the Chinese in the
aying that he disliked the Chinese, in other words
he was T.mti-(‘ hinese. I have known Tun Razak .for
y years, both as a colleague and a friend. and during
Wy cxperience as Prime Minister I have always foun_d
o be o nationalist and a patriot, and a person who is
Wl dedicated and fair-minded.

I will go much further than this by say%ng 1tfat th_e
wintion of Tun Razak and myself is unique in this
“l\“l independence has been inseparable, bound by
uul ties of understanding and respect. We are such
' [1iends, both in and out of office, that we are mutually
Wident on each other, he being able to seek my qounsel
Bny hour of the day or night, or I to turn to him for
We whenever and wherever it is needed. If I am called
pa Malaysia”, the “Father”™ of my country, then Tun

history. Our partnership throughout all these

one of the engineers of our independence.
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member was shortly afterwards arr.csted _in anoth;:{
Action was immediately taken against him, and he
i the safe custody of the Police.

| then went to UMNO Headquarters in Malacca to
hundreds of members from as far away as Ir(edah and
Sembilan, who were stranded there. They had
\ Malacca to celebrate Mandi Sa’afar, the ar?nual
wl ol purification by water, :—mtil as a Xzfstzlrl n(::lk:l[:;
both his country and his colleagues, a spirit which I w had not bc?‘j ra::)hleotze;etﬁz th(:;lewoum e
happy to say has, with a few minor exceptions, alw goments llor.tes:nc;d o b
permeated the members of the Alliance Cabinet, whose i Agiin, 1 retu ‘ ‘ PR
work and co-operation is a remarkable achievement What with meetings daily wnl.x_my senior uut ;
i ' il outbreak of violence and visits to various Centres,
o mention attending nightly at Selangor Police Head-
#lors, | was constantly on the move.
On the afternoon of May 16th, after my return from
ween. | called a meeting of Ministers at the ReS}dency
| hich Tun Razak was formally appointed as Dl[‘ﬁCPOl‘
Lperntions, his appointment being gazetted the following
May 17th.
Al this meeting, too, I detailed other Ministers to
' b nlier specific jobs relating to the new Em'er_gcncy,c such
wpmmi(m of food supplies, formatlon.of Vlgxlgntc orﬁs
(iusemination of correct and true information to the
il i
| uter that day 1 visited the Red Cross Headquarters to
hundreds of volunteers, men and women, _old and young,
ik g away cheerfully to despatch supplies of clothmg
¢ these were most needed. Then I went to Stadiums
iidekn and Negara where more than three thousand
yees were being looked after, to speak to them and see
{ could be done to find new homes for the homeless

Tun Razak’s work during the Emergency alone pi
his capacity and dedication beyond all doubt. He, &
with the other members of the Cabinet, will give our &
see that everyone will live in peace and harmony with
another and free from fear.

Tun (Dr.) Ismail’s gesture in returning to the Cal
at this time of national crisis was a true and noble
typical of the character of a man who is deeply loya

On the evening of May 15th a report came through wl_f
an incident had broken out in Malacca, in which one m
was killed and another injured. I immediately arranged |

a helicopter to take me to Malacca on the morning of N
16th.

On arrival at Malacca airport I was rushed s 1)
to Police Headquarters, receiving a briefing there, and
visiting the scene of the incident.

According to the Malacca Police, Chinese thugs
upon two Malay trishaw peddlers in Jalan Bandar Kut
beating them up so severely that one died later, but |
other managed to escape. Luckily the Police were on th
rounds at the time, so they immediately gave chase,
thugs fled into a block of flats pursued by the Police, and
no time a capture was made.

The investigation that followed disclosed that a mem|
of an Opposition political party had paid them mo:
create an incident. To cut the story short, this pa
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and to facilitate their return to their normal ways ol
and livelihood. 1 also visited the Kampong Bharu mo
where many people were accommodated. Some came
the procession and could not return to their homes
others came to seek shelter. .

But that day was not yet over for me. My 0
important task had vet to come. That night 1 drow
Television Malaysia, a script in my pocket which
historic, probably the most significant manuscript I |
ever written since I was involved in the composition of
Declaration of Independence twelve years ago. I was ab
to tell the people of Malaysia and the world that, &
three days and nights of killing and arson, there must
an end, once and for all, to the growing toll of lives |
damage to property.

X1

8IATE OF EMERGENCY

{hut Television and Radio broadcast on the night of

' Muy, 16th, I said :—
I had a profound feeling of despondency in my he

but at the same time I was very conscious that what T 3
about to announce was the only right and proper ael
to take in the dire circumstances overwhelming us all wh
the entire country had to confront and overcome. In

studio I was going to declare a State of Emergency th ou
out the nation.

YA State of Emergency has now been declared bcf:alzllse
pstances demand that we must act, and act l.})l:C n:(e
Wlierwise the situation might well de?cnoralc andf Ec;er-
trollable, and we will be faccfi with a State o

us was faced by the British in 1948.

"Il threat which we face now is vc?ry sev.crcland
p wrious. We have no choice but to act immediately.
“I'he only course open to us is to declare a Statc.bclJ;f
qpency and to take all such measures as are possi

| prevent the situation from worsening.

“I'he terrorist Communists have worked out their ptlar:
ke over power. They have managed tc_: persuade r::r;:r
threat, by intimidation and by persuasion 1o m;)e .
Alliance through the process oi dem(?cracy, .uFt 0[0
wilely for us, we were returned in sufficient majority
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“Ii v obvious that the intention behind it all was to
4 serious breach of the peace and create lawlessness
Wisorder.

| huve therefore no choice but to show these ;?cople
W Ciovernment exists and will continue to function.

form a Government, as otherwise I dread to thi
would have happened to this country,

“They branded the MCA as pro-Malay and ol
Chinese of Malaysia. They got the Chinese to vote ¥
the MCA, and what is more astounding was to see
response they got from the combination of intimidatio
threat.

"W have enjoyed peace for a long time, ever since
Wit of Emergency ended with all its attendant regula-

“Earlier, they tried every means possible to prevem h . |
elections from taliing place, gut withoEt SuCCess. us-,,; SNow they have started it again and so we ;’[‘I:I.SI act,
resorted to other methods to sabotage the elections. LWl quickly by invoking the Emergency Regu a 101.15..
“UIpless this is done, there is no way of maintaining
und harmony in this country.

“Mow that these Emergency Regulations are revived,
Whody is expected to obey. Otherwise innocent people

“Opportunity presented itself when one of their
was killed by the police in self-defence.

“They made a martyr of this man, and paraded

dead body through the streets in defiance of the author

by following routes not authorised by the police. wuller

"1 prevent this from happening, the Government must
with these bad elements, and I have asked all go_od
4 of this country to keep out of the way and give
overnment a free hand to deal effectively with them.

“And the quicker we can bring this state of Emergency
ond, the better it will be for all of us.

“The Police exercised the highest degree of -::
and allowed the procession to proceed. Had they lost I
heads, chaos would have followed, for these people ca
out fully prepared with all kinds of weapons to do
with the Police.

“In the procession they displayed anti-Governm
slogans, carrying red flags openly, arrogantly show
pictures of Mao Tse-Tung, singing praises of Mao Tse- l'u
This is truly Communist terrorist tactics.

¥l wm now setting up a strong defence force in this
Wiy, Recruits will be called for enrolmf:nt to th-e Loca}l
fie Lorce which will be fully mobilised during this
il of Emergency.

"lecruiting centres will be set up as soon as possible

“But we did not take action until after the electie :
| ety town, and Army officers will be called to help with

they chose to hold a procession in Kuala Lumpur agai

the conditions imposed by the Police. i trment.
“Out duty is to tackle the task before us, and that is

denling with the Emergency.

“Furthermore they provoked the people by abusi
and insulting them.
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; ; e
Ihe object of the National Opcra.nc.ms C_foum;i.l{star
lnte the work of the Civil Administration, Military
liee in an all-out effort to restore peace.

I huve got to restore confidence in thl‘S cmgltrry t;:
Iy s possible. Otherwise the people will ;uvz ,becn
lan.mun will break down and all that we a_“ s
b I the interest of peace and the economy wi

“The task is great but not insurmountable anc
the support of the people, I am sure we can succeed,

“Immediately centres will be set up in Selangor,

and Penang. Other States will follow suit as soon
are able to do so.

“The people must not take the law into their own
because the innocent will suffer on both sides,

“We know that in this country the loyal €
elements are in fact stronger and more numerous thi
other disloyal elements, but these people are well org
while the peaceful and law-abiding citizens are not..

“Therefore, it will be Decessary for those who wa
serve the country in time of stress and strain to come for
and offer their services by joining the Forces,

“Young men must answer the call for national
of this country. I say that Malaysia expects every
who owes allegiance to her to do his duty by her.

“I have now set up a National Operations Cou
with Tun Abdul Razak as the Director of Operat
charged with full responsibility of administration ler
proclamation of Emergency. Included in this Opera
Council will be members of the Security Forces.

“Tun Razak will be immediately responsible ta
which means that much of his work will be given |
priority,

“State Operations Councils will be set up and diregs
will be given by the National Operations Council undep ]
Razak.

“Those persons who will form these Councils vill
chosen from men who have absolute honesty, integrity
loyalty to this country.

high
M| wm afraid people might criticise and say lhathl?:ca}zic
it ninnll majority, we are forced to embark on this plan.

iy is not so. 5
"W have a working majority to carry out adn'.umszl;ii
bl circumstances demand that we take eﬁcguve
mensures to deal with the terrorist elements. :
“Muny millions of dollars have been lost alre::yl()::
and in business in the last few days, so mu s
i life and limb.

“How sad it is that all this had to happen trc‘;stc(;l:;
und amiable country. May .God help El!s to

ugnin peace to the country which we love”.
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Yountry, and as the days went by and the situation
Iy tmproved the non-curfew hours grew progressively

W i the most sensitive areas, Kampong Bharu and
4 Chow Kit sections of Kuala Lumpur, where the
o i originated, it was possible after one week from
Whrenk to announce curfew relaxations there.

XIv

b conditions grew better and with untoward incidents
Mg less frequently, one could now bring the whole
Wi ol the disturbances into more reasonable perspec-
I wis clear that, hair-raising stories in the foreign
o (he contrary, the disturbances were not national in
Wler. but virtually confined to Kuala Lumpur.

Ylere was no feeling of insecurity in the East Coast
|y Johore and Negri Sembilan no incidents had
% ut any time. In fact neither the East Coast States
Whore ever incurred a curfew. In Malacca there had
4 lew minor troubles, but these had now ceased as
Jy us they had started. The same could be said to
bue of most of Selangor. There were no incidents
place in Perak and Penang, Kedah and Perlis.

Iy fuct, the calmness of Penang, which in the past had
i lrequent source of trouble, was quite outstanding.
il Siale was the first on the West Coast to earn dawn-to-
Wl relaxation of curfew.

Apart from Kuala Lumpur, the only sections in the
Wiy needing the strictest vigilance were in the Betong
Wi, the rural areas along the Kedah and Perak borders
{huiland., Over the border the Communist terrorists
grupling occasionally as in the days of the former
ggency, but the situation was well under control at this
{ulthough it was to become more serious later).

RETURNING TO NORMAL

THR.EE Df_\YS had passed by since the outbres
: violence in Kuala Lumpur. Now that the de la
o llTe State .Of Emergency was in effect, the National O
tions Council was in active charge.

| .l was confident that with the Council at work in
sessions, fully authorised to initiate and execute do
considered essential for national security and th:n ~h
of normal life, a good foundation existed for copi
any unforeseen circumstances that might arise .'gtl:d

: a d

-3

i :N:th the Sef:urity Forces deployed throughout

; untry, the public becoming accustomed and at

: ha(;ly aélnouncements relating to the curfew, and |
usands of volunteers willin ivi i

gly giving unstinting se

the people could respond to the call for law andgo dor,

5 In.lfact within forty-eight hours it was possible fo ‘|
-ouncil to approve relaxations in the curfew in many a

110 111




il task of all, the restoration of publiq conﬁdel'lca
: i Wl home and abroad, and to working out in my mind
-mémly u e ey maso"—fumo'urs. ;. b, l { wiys and means of ensuring that the goodwﬂl'and
"e_'ght ey e, rumour-monger%ng o’ yution so characteristic of Malaysia in happier times
iy i R I 5 fuke their place once again as the keynotes of our
Hlives ke
lml | was thinking about was the' posmbﬂl_ty of
b Goodwill Committees, both on a national basis and
| the States throughout Malaysia. However, aflex'r June
when 1 left hospital to return home to the Residency
uin event occurred (to which I propose to re:fer to
Do (e thete ik feeling that the Governmen ) which upset me very deeply at the time, thus distract-
| in firm control, the only weapon the bad elements hil e (rom my main purpose.
I <R e e S G they wers Sul Yhe peneral situation throughout the country had
S gl remour, ovenl I Wil to such an extent that the curfew hours h:?d now
i eninn B e e peduced everywhere, except in the Betong salient, to

The general situation, however, was far from 1

After such disturbances as Kuala Lumpur had es
| it naturally takes time to restore public confidence:
?, pletely, but although as the curfew hours were lift
business resumed activities almost normally by day,
! dark the streets were comparatively empty. People p
! red to stay at home in the evening. b

Members of the secret societies hawked their nefa etiods from 1.00 a.m.\ to 4.00] a.m.ina ;:36 when most
trade by offering protection in return for money. W wltizens are usually sound asleep i A
their offers were not accepted trouble in the locality w W'wo weeks later on June 28th, a Saturday, the inci i
follow; a curfew would be imposed and the residents flays and nights to which Kuala Lumpur was now dis-
be seriously inconvenienced. This was particularly ng iy nccustomed, were S“dd,e“‘?’ sh'akcn by ahnew Sa
| able in the week-ends when Kuala Lumpur citizens us i of a major calibre, this time in the Northern ar
| g0 out to enjoy themselves to the full, but this ninl §
occurring now. Preah disturbances started in the aftt?rnf[)}(l)n (;I]ioaenlt(l}:
| Despite this aberration in the capital’s usual way of I A drunken brawl by t;‘fonp;?pfl:a:nandepanic, with
the situation was gradually improving, so much so thal | irea set off a Cha].n P In separate incidents
June 6th I finally went into hospital to undergo the open s closing gnd pedestrians ru“fn'gg' lling houses was set
which T had long before been advised to have, and h Qpple died A0dad TOWLGEMIREIEES - urllder curfew,
remained until June 15th. L R By 6.00 pm.ithe alicted preg catl

: e . | Police reporting “All Quiet”. _
\ 'Whlle there, as 1 have said in the t?e.gmnmg, I b [hiere was some considerable provocation for _lhls
jotting down the notes that led to the writing of this b f Indian vouths had thrown stones into
At the same time I was able to consider quietly the A groupo b .
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ly the city came back to normal; there were signs
ly-growing confidence with the rcsul_t that _1he whﬁle
Wl July passed without any further incidents internally.

the Malay mosque in the area. This was irresm
enough, but they went further, adding insult to inju
hurling human excrement into the compound of the
Naturally this incensed Malays who were thereabou

¢ the Northern border, however, there was a most
sulting in a minor riot ,causing the death of five persd

wecurrence on July 27th, in which s_ix Malaysm:
were killed and eight others woundefl in an ambus

b jungle by thirty terrorists from Thailand about two

b Sintok, a Malaysian village near the border.

Rumours of the new development spread
throughout the city with the result that irresponsible elg
began to exploit the situation. In one area, six miles |
at Cheras, bands of youths threw stones at passing vel
while in another, a mile from Sentul Pasar, hoo
injured one passer-by. The new area of disturbane
brought under intensive patrol, the curfew not being
for three days. although the rest of Kuala Lumpug
carrying on as normally as it could.

Wl Kuala Lumpur fast becoming its old self agan;,
: general situation throughout the country grea;i
I, 'lllu‘ {ear and insecurity generated by the May 13t
slowly began to recede and prospects for the future
Wweoming much brighter.

wis regrettable, however, that some Chmg;eth;n
| wmpur had been influenced by rumours that i E Y
W buy durians from the Malays or sell them on t cb[:
hen harm might come to them. There could 4
futh in the rumours, but to allow themsel\ies to
fated by a group of irresponsiblt? youugstefs is not an
u'\]n't.:wd of good and loyal citizens of this country.
s Iriend of mine informed me thz?.t he_l.)ad bee.n
woime durians. After partaking of this dellcmus. fru'lt
privicy of his home he had to g0 out steallhdtlyh.;t
il i dig a hole to bury the skins. He was afraid -
Jins were thrown into the dustbin news m%gh
(hal he was breaking the boycott, and he might
vl with serious consequences as a result. :
Mow il good citizens can take the attitude of ‘allowmtgt
Jves to be placed in fear over such a threat as boyco
sl fruits, available for sale for no longer than two
Whe. then 1 am afraid that it will take a much longer
I||| jeslore real peace in this country.

The city, having experienced a reasonably calm #
to routine life over the past six weeks, slowly build
self-confidence, was jolted by the new outbreak of vit
all the more so because it was sudden, unexpected, ¢
the blue. Was it likely to happen again? Surely May
had been lesson enough?

Within a few days, however, the people of |
Lumpur were changing their minds. The Governmes
exercising firm control. No further incidents bro
Instead unofficial Goodwill Committees came into beiy
their own initiative.

The capital’s citizens began to realise that the sul
of the people had to be active, if their economic life
not 1o be affected. Those who had been hardest ,
date by disturbances and curfews were mainly the |

especially hawkers and stall-holders who had always thi
by night.
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I want to indicate here my hope that Jay
Chinese who owe allegiance to Malaysia should g
selves organised somehow so as to help the Go
to fight these anti-social elements. Hence the
Goodwill Committees. '

So on 2lst July I announced my plans for
Goodwill Council, with similar bodies at State | ;
meeting of Mentri Besar and Chief Ministers held
Lumpur, and by the end of the month I had already
to begin a nation-wide tour to restore goodwill evel

and in doing so meeting with widespread sup,
approval.

XV

LI TER IN THE MAIL

Here were the true feelings of the nation, &
desire in all quarters among all races at all levels i
and ensure the happiness and harmony that eve one
deep in their hearts to be the real expression of

! e
i is necessary for me to go back a little 1:. (;.115:1] :

\ ' i 2 Ee
Bends of thought in certan quarters tl}at ac i
shape for some time but had meanwhile com

4s un aftermath of the riots of May 13th.

| huve related earlier that after I left hospital oge:::;e
W certain event occurred” which upset me .very. : 1—.
later—what tactless and thoughtless tlm‘mgi."

a scurrilous letter from Dr‘. Mabhathir ¢ :1;
med, an UMNO Parliamentary can(-lldate dfffea;ézdah
llw tion in the Kota Star Selatan co.nstllrhltenr\dcl{I (|)n -
B4 member of the Executive Council of U ;

R

Ronived

It wus a letter the like of which I had never sicr;rtlyﬁll{z;
Il my political career, and the last and mfosm i
Wunication T would have expected to get r:) iy
b hus always put himself forward, at least o: w;-qa yr,eed
I wnch supporter of the Party even though he disag

ih some of its policies.
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“Seri Taman”. A tight security ring had been (h

. three hours. At 4.05 p.m. the Minister of Informati,_

e —

It was a four-page letter typed in Bahasa Malay
dated June 17th from his own house in Alor Star wh
is a private medical practitioner. For any party suj
especially one who had been a Member of Parliany
five years and a Member of the UMNO Executive €
for twelve months, to have written such a letter to I
Prime Minister, the leader of his own Party, wa
enough, but he did not stop there. \

He published copies of this letter to his friends,

were later cyclostyled and widely circulated in thoy

AL : . . . : matters

amongst members of the Civil Service, Malay stugl W he letters contained vitally 1mp0rtant‘ Patr_ty a3

institutions of higher education, and even to peol Blelulls which in view of 1hc? present Sltuﬁ 'Oél cCatibe
Malay kampongs. Ity should have been first discussed by the Ex

i1l I' ol “MI\O

Ile meeting decided that the acti_on. ojf Dr. Mahatllnr
luled a serious breach of party disCJpImF anq rf:guﬂ':\-
which unchecked would destroy the unity within the
b und the Government which is supported by the Party.

witing, Enche Hamzah bin Dato Abu Sama‘h, gave
Wy o seventeen-line statement over the .51gnalurf;
LIMNO Secretary-General, Enche Senu bin Abdu
B T'he statement said :

BA upecial meeting of the UMNO Ex. Co. \gasth;eli
Morning to consider the actiqn that sho'uld e ta o
Wing the widespread distribution of copies of cor:\re
hee between Dr. Mahathir, a membel" of the E]xec]: (1)

il und Tunku Abdul Rahman, President of UMNO.

If Dr. Mahathir himself was not directly and pe
responsible for the distribution of his letter in all
quarters, then he certainly did nothing to prevent sug
action taking place.

Tun Dr. Ismail also received a copy of the letter
Dr. Mahathir. I arranged for a copy to be sent o
Abdul Razak who as Deputy Chairman of UMNQO |
upon called a meeting of the party’s Executive Co i
discuss it. The meeting was held in his house “Seri

i ini nd
"'l Council, attended by all Cabinet M@stc:irs ;ed
¢ Besar who are members of the Council, deci ;
1. Mahathir has ceased to be a member of the Counci

i ot e ent at the meeting.”
in Kuvala Lumpur on July 12th. I did not attend, Y T TGRS : rull
Dr. Mahathir was present. ! at liberty af all 3 presces oo dicerc S8 U8

y § im not at liberty ise it is necessary for me

It was a closed-door conference confined only to n QR the lefiar, (B A ‘

bers of the Executive Council, but the Press, sensing s

for 10 it here. otherwise it would be considered remiss
thing was in the wind, were waiting outside the gafe

¥ nol to do so.

Iie graveness of the letter, however, was o_f .such e;
Wi (hat it drew official action from the Mmlstcrjcly
e Allairs, Tun Dr. Ismail, who two days l‘atcr on ;16%
. mude an order under the lntcrrfal Security ~Ac‘t 1 {
ihiting the publication, distribution or possession o

around the house, all entrances and exits being sealed off
armed Policemen.

The meeting of the UMNO Executive Council last

118 119




ping his regime his trusted oﬂicers, whether m
sul or in business were in direct COl.ltat::t.Wllh
o, leaders of Left-wing parties and individuals
yaln and plans were formulated as to how best to
ihe Government.

uny of the so-called Malay leaders ha.ve been brain-
und have become ardent and useful instruments ;or
lsmentation of these plans, among Some of which
wutublishment of Tentera Gerakan Bumiputra along
Wl 1nd West Coasts of Malaysia and alo_ng the Thfn
['heir leaders are in close contact with those in

copies of this letter, together with a ban of a simi "
on several other publications in Bahasa Malaysia, this
being taken in the interests of national security.

Who is Dr. Mahathir and where does he st
UMNO? The answer is that there is a group Of
usually referred to as the “Ultras™, or as they prefer
known the “Intellectuals” who have manouevred hem
into positions in UMNO. Some of them live in
Lumpur and none of them has much contact with
on the ground, especially in the rural areas. 1

They can never hope to win mass support off
own, but they can make a lot of trouble, and this ¥
they are out to do. Behind all this inside opposith
UMNO there must be a man who knows how to p
how to get others to operate. Is this Dr. Mahuth
someone else?

wl the pi;ll’l.

' ind ammunition are to be supplied by sea. An
¢ cumpaign of hatred and vilification must‘pr.eparc
y lor action and so the means en?ployc.o. is by
iiny poison-letters in the hope of d1§crcd1tlng the
Wown leaders of UMNO and in particular, Tunku

One might well ask what is it they are after. Ing I Rahman, who must be gt 2 cotc.l. T
through other people 1 have tried to find out from sonally, 1 think the trend of Afro-As_xan thmkm.g
these *“Ultras” what the answer is, and as far as | [1-\||\‘LI..l”}" since the fall of Soekarno in [-ndones.la
they want to establish a new order of things insil Nkrumah in Ghana, is very m‘{Ch in line with
UMNO and the country. For instance, they conside "t whether this group of persons in UMNO really
political thinking is out-dated and out of line with ¢ s (his or not is not precisely known.

Asian policies. Among the ideas they have in mind are
bably to remove the constitutional monarchy and to 48
Malaysia as a Republic. I suppose that, having proclil
a Republic, they will probably change our foreign polis
bring us closer to the Afro-Asian group.

il these “Ultras” want, of course, is for UMNO to
wvei Lhe whole administration of the Governmen't 0_11
uwi as one Party. This I have repeatedly s?ald is
{ my policy. In fact I once stated that even if _only
Mi A members were returned in elections, the Alll.ance
il o111l continue as such, with the three partner-parties—
N0} MCA and MIC—working together as rep'resenta-
b of the Malays, the Chinese and the Indians of

Yy ni

According to a report received, “Now Soekurti
dismissed, but his ideas, his money, his immediate follg
and converts are still spread throughout Asia and his ™
is still being pursued fervently by these people.
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If these “Uliras™ could only know how often
Kuan Yew tried to persuade me to take the PAP
coalition, but tried without success!

Those in opposition to my leadership have
adopted a tactic of making personal attacks on me
weaken UMNO, as I am considered to be the image
Party. They go along this line because from \,
they have always failed to disintegrate UMNO uf
other means, so they resort to a smear campaign 1o |
me as much as possible in the eyes of the people, bul
recently to no avail. However, Dr. Mahathir’s letter
was widely circulated and these hostile opponents Wil
time in aggravating the situation.

It is now clear that these people have been
students of institutions of higher learning to do thels
work for them. What they could not achieve in apen
they now hope to gain with some success by causing i
within the ranks of the Party. Dr. Mahathir’s actio
definitely a help to these elements, hostile to me, ay
soon proved.

On July 17th at 7.00 a.m. a banner was found
the fence in front of the University of Malaya Mosg
mosque which 1 built for the students of the Uniw
This banner carried the following slogans :— “R@
Tunku Imperialist and Feudalist” and “Tunku, Give &

These same slogans were used, and are still bein Il
by the Party Ra’ayat which is bitterly opposed I¢
Government. This was the Party that supported Soek

: i 5 bas : i dent
policy, “Crush Malaysia®. Wwe Demonstration at the University of Malaya. Stu

- i rt of Gerakan Party jubiiant.
Students carried placards that day on which the wg supporters

words clearly depicted their political views. One was, Sludent demonstration at the University of Malaya, June

17th General View.

W
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Want A Dynamic Leader”. What they want is a lea
who can set a fuse, touch it off, and blast our country W
society to smithereens.

“Singkirkan Kaki Poker Dan Kaki Kuda”, anol
placard declared. 'That is, “Keep Away From Poker Pl v
and Race-Goers”. Another placard read, “Tunku,
Down™.

These placards and many others of such nature conve
their intention; such or similar expressions are commao
made use of by the Afro-Asian Solidarity Group and
Government organisations.

These demonstrating Malay students in the Universh
of Malaya then met with students from the MARA Institu
of Technology and objected to the expulsion of Dr. Mal
thir from the UMNO Executive Council. The result
that on the same day many MARA students held
demonstration within their College compound to prol
against the action taken by UMNO against Dr. Mahatli
They denounced me as a “Pengkhianat”, a traitor (o
people. They made fiery speeches demanding my expulsi
from the Prime Ministership.

The Minister of National and Rural Development, Enel
Ghafar bin Baba, under whose portfolio the MARA Instity
falls, had a talk with the leaders. He asked what the
pulsion of Dr. Mahathir from UMNO Executive Couig
had to do with them, and were they members of UMNCY
They replied in the negative, but insisted that they had
say in this matter as they were Malays. He then ask
them whether they supported UMNO as their political party
and their answer was “No”,

.

wo Student demonstration at the MARA Institu‘l‘:;dJIm: I;1“7::“
: .‘ i , "“Abdu! Ra
Next, to Enche Ghafar’s utter surprise, he heard wal B ot the main gate. Placard on right reads

\ . : 3 er Crazed".
for word from them what went on behind closed doors W Fading —-Fowar

Welow: Student with loud-hailer haranguing crowd.
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1his book, however, deals with the timg when t}}e
w Communists and the Russian Communists w.erc in
lly ngreement. It was a tactic of all Com_munlsts tto
mlm!rnix to further their ends, and one of the instruments
ool was the Afro-Asian Solidarity Group.

the UMNO Executive Council Meeting. When he
who hagd told them they did not know what to do or §

All Executive Council members are under oath i
disclose any matters discussed within the Council and
(t)ll?'efore a source of wonder how such information | B, an cxpert Russian Lnlegjgincc :ggg:; rsnp:sii

How easy it is to influence young minds! e Mm_f.\m.n SO ]1darnyd(].l:0.1llj[;sdsana iriifvicw he had
believe anything when told often enough. It is oby ; "‘ QR AISAHOR: e _(e;mwhom he called “a popular
that some members of the staff have much to ans : soon Wl-lh e ']ed er'thin Burmese governmental
Some of them even took to political platforms to' Amy i with w_ldc COII'HIICCKIO‘DSt_WI He also had an important
against the Alliance in the recent elections. They s und mu']()r pol|t.|cal par ]e,si United Front and was one
not succeed in toppling the Alliance by constii in the ('Om.mums_t N‘}n(gd munist youth organisation
methods, so they are mow busy working to subverf [ ieaders of the tough l‘grm‘t Group.”

Alliance by other means, i as the Afro-Asian Solidarity -

According to Kaznacheev, this Burmese leader of the

The same applies to some of the students of t it : T
" 2 o ip had this to say about the recruitment of youths :

sity of Malaya. The Vice-Chancellor of the Univen
Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz, talked to student leaders

that campus and received almost the same answers [
them.

A

"I hese youngsters are fine material f(.)r us. }-\llhoug_g
Mifeully immature, they are burning w't.h ldeallsz.'n anh
lisinsm; the forbidden fruit of Commumsn.l‘se&lema Tnnunce-
How dangerous the trend of politics has bege plor to them than lh(.iil' own Bur:pese p(:}ltl(,‘ii’r a;::le;ts
Recruitment of students follows closely the pattern 1 Instead of working or studying hard, o

g = : - = ing demon-
the Communist Party in Indonesia (PKI) and the Afro-A IO attend noisy meelings and ?,a[flgir t‘:’l:vcﬁmmunisl
Solidarity Group in Burma as reported by Aleksi fitions —the better oo (m?fmmbh'evements and see
Kaznacheev in his book, “Inside a Soviet Q) They praise Communist achi

published in 1962. Kaznacheev defected from the Em-'_

in Rangoon, seeking and obtaining sanctuary in
American Embassy.

Wine clse; these kids love catchy slogans, conspxra(':y, :n;ll
iph leadership, so it’s our task to supply them! D
Lnow, these educated youngsters are e‘xtremen]y im-
Wiant in Burma’s future: tomorrow theyll leave their
ilies ind enter key jobs in the gov.emment apparatus,
Justry and the armed forces. Some will natural_ly becon'.le
Wsioned with our movement, but others will remain

ih s

In quoting from this book 1 would like to state
[ am not making any charges or insinuations agail
Russians, as I am convinced that they have had nothil

whatever to do with the elections, the events of May 13
or thereafter.
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“They listen to whoever speaks longest and I
so we do and there is nobody here io contradict us!
is no point in showing difficulties and shortcomings,
ever you still have in your country; crude realism i§

"

“Our plan of struggle is a simple one, a time-p
strategy of Lenin’s; we demand from the national boug
government full, unlimited freedom and democracy
will win people to our side and give us a free hu
organise our own forces and to weaken and demoralig
enemics, We infiltrate other political parties en ]
especially the ruling one, plant our people in key posil

in the government apparatus and the Army. Grady
without much noise, actually unseen, we shall take

whole country over. Only then, with one quick and |
punch we shall overthrow the bourgeois government

seize power completely. Of course, we know pers

well that we'll never be able to carry out our plan
the help of your government and the Chinese.

“We must remember that all means are justifies

attaining power here, and once we do, we'll put Burmi

the right track! There will be no more need for these i

bourgeois freedoms and democracies. In their place
establish our own Communist order. We’ll show what
democracy is, you'll see—nobody would dare to raise
voire against us. Burma needs a strong hand to rule f

This is the lesson we have learnt of what went of
our neighbouring countries, and experience shows how m
these countries have suffered as the result of Chif
Communist subversion. It is beginning to show signs |
—th2 pattern is the same and the result, if the pli

allowed to succeed, could be the same.
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What happened in Burma is not peculiar to Burma: it
huppened elsewhere. The “Ultras™ realisc-thatl !)y
jfing on young students, especially the nationalistic-
Wded Malays among them, they are playing with fire.
ik 1« obviously their intention, seeing that in the past
yeurs there is hardly a country, except our own, where
ﬁ*m (roubles have not occurred for one reason or another.

How does it come about that Malay youngsters are

W making charges against the Government for letting
i the Malays, for not providing them with business
swiunities?  According to them all the Malays have
i victimised by the capitalists who make money, leaving
Mulays poorer. They disregard completely all Govern-
bl cfforts to help Malays in trade and commerce. The
y cxistence of MARA College is in itself a clear proof
e Government’s intention to provide them with the
it cducation and training for business.

Pluces in the University are reserved for Malays, much

{he chagrin and frustration of others. Even this privilege

yescrvation does not seem to be enough. Some of the

lliro-infected” young students cannot wait but insist on

jng over foreign business, such as Soekarno did on the
Wtence of extremists.

And what happened to Indonesia under Soekarno by
umbing to the pressure of these extremists? Due to
Wk of skill and experience and business acumen -the
wmomy of Indonesia plunged immediately headlong into
ubyss of disaster. Capital left the country, industries
Wowedd down, investors shied off, the national debt grew
Wimingly, and the rupiah fell rapidly in value. Only now,
Wiler (he new and enlightened regime of President Suharto
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lve even by ingenuity or influence mana_ged to
(1ol of large slices of Malay land reserves to this end.

wl so some Malay students, hot-headed and ready to
Ml unything, are gullible enough to lis!‘.en.to such peogle,
leve what they say, to do their blddmg‘by creating
Walrations, and all the time apparently being unaware
ey are simply allowing themselves to be used by
“liras”. Who will benefit? Not the students, you

bo sure

Thete is no need to prove—it is self-evident—that .Lhc
wment is giving much of its time, eﬁort, attention
woney to help the Malays, and in t‘r_us respect the
Winied Chambers of Commerce, the businessmen of all
. live indicated their willingness to (fo-operate. The
sument is very much aware and the private sector fully
tnnds that much is expected to be done for the Malays
p short time. .
8o 0!l these murmurings of discontent and disap;mmt-
are in actual fact the work of those who aim to
It the administration, elements who hope to muster
lrves available to help overthrow tch Government,
bigh they have made their own careers in the very type
mocracy they now attack.

Ihe cxtent to which this insidious behind-the-scenes
Wy among students, especially Malays, has gone rpust
Lo taken lightly or regarded as being unduly alarmx-st.
0 August 24th, during my goodwill tour of the nation,
Wlosed in Alor Star that under the pretext of teac.:hilng
4 secret campaign had already begun to start enlisting
it for their movement.

" |his was brought to my notice by the Menteri Be§ar :
Perlis. Tan Sri Sheikh Ahmad bin Mohamed Hashim,

is the country beginning to show signs of recovery

the tremendous damage done by the extremism of Soeki

Having seen all this happening elsewhere mul
follow suit by “robbing Peter to pay Paul?” Eyel
knows there is no short-cut to success. What is needs
hard work, honesty, determination and careful plannin|
Soekarno could not see this should we be equally blind |
the progress and prosperity Malaysia has won since indl
dence by planned leadership working through free en

If the Malays take advantage of the Federal I
Development Schemes and own a piece of land each,
total acreage owned by Malay smallholders will be the
gest rubber or oil palm collective holdings in the co
Some Malays will not wait for this but want to
immediately into big money-earning projects without |
obtaining the means and experience to own and opel
such big business.

There has never been, and there never is, an easy W
to the top. Those people who have started with very |
and have made money in their lifetimes have done &0
hard work, dedication and enterprise, or if they happen
inherit wealth, they have been properly trained to carty
with the family business, whether it is manufacture, &
merce or estates and mines.

Some of these “Ultras” egg on Malay students
demonstrate against the Government, and against me
particular, for aims of their own. There are no bo Il
to their ambition. They want to get into big business
no cost or expense to themselves. They talk grandly aly
nationalisation of industries. What they mean by this
to transfer ownership in one way or another not for
benefit of the nation but for their own p
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stions of
i include the question
Ao ct to the

| aditions, :
who came all, the way from Kangar to tell me h““.::-lm:;i to the Rulers and paying respe
happened at a conference on the previous day. ' b '::lc'}:q;,;ay ways of life. . gl

Tan Sri Sheikh Ahmad informed the Press | | o which this deliberate erosion of thed::;:on-
came to know about the campaign when he opene »f young Malay students has gone, was
addressed the annual meeting of the Perlis branch | etts of y

4 ust 28th.
: b | further in the University of Malaya olfl ::lfmporlant
National Association of Malaysian Muslim Studes as at that time the venue O )
August 22nd. rts, musicians, danc

i d
{rom various countries of South Ijla_lst zil\szla;‘ ,-ﬁ;t:e;zd
" {0 discuss and display tbe tre.ldltlo'x}a e
! :: 'u! the region, an event unique 1o this ar:ie;;:rs %
2 Wy o very great compliment that thf,inorgl;'aiace AN
laysin and its University as the meeting
lu-.un cultural conference.

About two hundred Malay
ggainst me, deliberately
nee of their foreign guest§ f
whead defiantly with lhfatr
heen warned by their che
il Aziz, that if they'dld S0 they
sutonomy of the University.

I hey ignored his plea and

Mo cxtent t

P lniversity w

' Witional gathering of expe
“There were about one hundred people at the g

and most of them appeared to be innocent kampong
he said. “After I had taken my seat and before addmn
the meeting three youths came in and sat right
of me. They behaved in an ill-mannered way
off their over-coats. I was surprised to see on
of their shirts the word “Revolusi” (Revolution),

“After I had spoken the Vice-President of the Ass
tion, a Malay from Kuala Lumpur named Mz
Abdul Rahman, took over the microphone. 1 was
surprised that this speaker attacked the Prime Ministe
taking an active part in the National Operations Cl
and urged his listeners not to have confidence in the Cg
The speaker also criticised the Government’s move o
Goodwill Committees, which he described as usele

and

students decided to d_cmon-
choosing to do so in the
rom South East Asia. They
demonstration although they
-Chancellor, Professor Ul?g.ku
would be jeopardising

went ahead, not caring two

3 ood name
re damaging the g
they were formed after the disturbanc fi for the fact that thfay i d‘t‘o%ls of their race for
y were form r the disturbances. Iniversity, betraying all traditi X
‘ ; Bihe University, the Dewan Tunku
‘There were other matters which no loyal

' 3 demonstrated at n: Tumku
i i [ Wl manners. They onst at sl o
would utter at this time. He even called on his lis et

. IR j naclor against m 5 i
to ignore the Government if it tried to prevent the A QB o et of the n | o
e {hese misguided students thought .th!ey had.ma euest);
3 lllL; impression on the University s fOICIgI-] %was
. .re very much mistaken. Their be_havmu -
' "|I||“-I‘:\;;geful a shame to their nation, their race, t

‘ Yy Ul >

ht that
wiilics and their University. Never had I thoug

I might comment here that these people came oy
ostensibly under the pretext of discussing religion, but
they went completely off their agenda and discussed p
of a revolutionary brand. What is more these students.
suggest that they are not obliged to abide by the g
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such things could ha en in my life-time in the . 7 ‘ i

which 1 ]fad helped 5}? build. Y have also bought a piece 9f land with !izz:n(t:hz;l e Sp

I friends so that I can build a Hc_n:ne : e

" on that land, and run it myself in renren;lexll . o

Lo some good for people who really ne?,dt :n ;c). T
Il of a sudden this change of heart agains e

e fuss about my leadership?

1 wm the target of constant a.lttack by the elemet;]lt: \222
Ul (o get me. By besmirching me they hop;h Oy -
it und topple the A]Jiance‘ Government. h ?‘U] ggg‘
fuiled to do so in the elections, _and now the Bogooi
1 ue with this line of attack, using .students 11:n [; =
us agents. They are in full cry with the ca t,;,) gn,
gedit the Tunku and Overthrow the Government”.

If the complaints of students, such as those [ /
mentioned, were on matters of Government policy in
as it affects education or the University, one could |
stand their reasons for grumbling but not on purely p
grounds. Their objection is to my leadership of M

For seventeen years I have been ga leader, resp
and honoured for what T have done for my peopl
my country. Now with dissemination of malicioug
hoods against me I am branded as a traitor and an ¢
of my people, and so 1 must be removed,

Do they appreciate that what in fact they are ¢
IS not against me, but against the lawfully esta {l
Government of the country, of which I am the Exe yl
Head? 1 was returned to office by the free choice o
people through the process of democratic elections,

J wm now determined to carry on to ensure tha(;erl‘léz
i ol our nation and people for whose indepen £3
in no small measure responsible and of ourI pecon:
#as und prosperity to which I hav.c S0 larie:y e
i, are not jeopardised by the actions of this s

; e i i y -makers.
To attempt to topple me as Prime Minister as demu e e

ot s wig. . s 1 hive dedicated my whole life to this nation and I am

Joing to be deterred from continuing to do s[o byh(t)fgz
irresponsible demand made by these pef)P? v;r ;
i 1o wreck the peace, harmony and stability of ou

iy
When 1 am convinced that the country has no more
il vl my services will 1 then step down.

This is the most treacherous action yet tried by any
in this country of Malaysia. Most people know
have planned to retire. This T have said often enough g
before the elections. What T have done in the pg
prepare for my ultimate retirement shows my in
I have grounded and groomed Tun Razak for the tag]

this is no secret as I have proclaimed this fact to the nat
often enough.
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{rying out experiments which they think would be
ulter their own hearts, but for us in Malaysia the
Mun is entirely different.

he country is new, the university is new, and it is
i completely supported by the Government, having
luped from small beginnings to a University of standing
more than six thousand students. There is still much
{0 be done to improve the University, as we gain more
joice and as funds become available. The Govern-
s intention is to build this University, and other
Winltics we have planned, to standards of no less im-
ve and prestige than the best in the Commonwealth.
nstance, the University of Penang has already
with a modest beginning, but with an eye on the
. us with everything we have done.

XVI

INSIDE UMNO — STRUGGLE FOR POV

THERE is no denying the fact that there is a strug

power going on inside UMNO as between those
built the Party and helped in our independence and th
elements, the “Ultras”. ‘

Soon o University Kebangsaan will be set up, intended
Whose who have no opportunity to go up into higher
Mg in other languages than Malay, so that they too can
{he same openings and opportunities as others with
mily qualifications already have. A beginning has
Wily been made with the Department of Malay Studies
he University of Malaya.

Il intention is the same for MARA Institute where
Wiy are given courses to provide them with the necsssary
ledee to go into business, and above all to help them
Jmiprove the lot of our people who are scattered in the
ds and the rural areas right up to the fringes of the jungle.

In fact this struggle started two years agd, even |
back than that. The truly loyal supporters of the
were able to keep the “Ultras” in check because U
was strong, and had the full suppoit of all who b i
to it, from the top level right down to the lowest

As a result of this, the so-called “Ultras” have gem
kept quiet although they have never ceased to be'.
carrying out an intense underground campaign am"
younger generation, the so-called “Intellectuals”.
I Dewan Bahasa dan Pustaka was established to
lue and improve the Malay language, setting higher
I« i1 doing so with the result that the Malay language
Culiendy accepted as the National Language — Bahasa
laysin

My adyice to the young students has always been
we must be on guard against these politicians. The ¥
of Western students are different because universities
other place of higher learning in the West have
established for hundreds of years. They can well ak
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lves and benefit to their families are turf‘ling out to
wource of concern. Tun Razak said, “Everything
0 o wrong, but how can they have the heart to do
, vou after what you have done for the people and
Wountry, this beats me”.

In all these various plans for higher learning
intended that the students should be the ones ho
future would be able to help spread knowledge and |
wipe out ignorance and poverty among our people.
hoped that they would help the Malays who in
have shown a lack of interest in the betterment
livelihood, being a people who have been carrying on
the same as they have been doing in the past withay
idea of how to obtain material goals in life. {

Whit clse can one think, except that they have l?een
Wi ul o time when they are young enough to beheVE;
Iy’ Just when this country is on the threshold o
3 Lilevelopments, new prosperity, perhaps unparallel?'d.ln
It was hoped that through this generation of Wstory of South East Asia, all these switches are taking
students, graduating annually and flowing out i ‘
spheres of our society, that they would be able to intn
a new urge and a new spirit into the Malay pattern of
They should work hard while they are in these Univef
colleges and other training establishments, so that
they leave they can show their usefulness for the
of their own people. '

With the General Elections over and ti?e crisis pre-
Wiedl by the riots under control, and with t-he State
Pierpency going along successfully, if anything were
ppen to this country now, then chaos, lawlessness aqd
lor would break loose. If this occurred, then Malaysia
| slide back many, many years, and all that has been
leved in twelve years of our independence, all the pros-
By und success we have had at home, and all .the good-
Wil status we have gained abroad would be ru‘med. We
Wl be firm so that this will never happen again.

It is sad to know that the so-called “Ultras” and
lectuals” make use of these institutions and establishiy
to interrupt the studies of students by /injecting into |
their own type of politics. Tt is indeed a great pily
realise that what the Government has done for their |
good has had an opposite effect, and has now posed
us a genuine problem. 1

1 he Opposition and the enemies of thf:' Party in. power
Il naturally cash in on such a situation, and in f:_s.cl
. s the opportunity they have been waiting and work.ing
Iheir plan is to wreck the Alliance ,and b.y wrecking
Alliunce, to wreck the nation which the Alliance Party

In a quiet talk with Tun Razak we went over loge
everything that has been done by this Government for

people since the attainment of independence. Mo ! i to build.

e been built through We must realise, if this country has enemies within
S et counLy ‘ \wllmul. that it is a difficult task for any Government
the people who benefitted turned against the Alliance Py Reep it ’loucther and at the same time maintain the

In the same way the establishments of higher learn

lurds of peace and security we have enjoyed since
intended for education and knowledge to ‘bring good

pendence.  All these recent happenings are strange,

138 139




producing contradictions to the policies we have suce

CaATITIC( [ (8] .
€ ut m the paS[. 2 P\ { P i (%) 4 < Lo ]9“4

s Nevertheless the Chinese supportf;d tit(}::s th\:
Jutes in those elections. In the recent ectt':mir S,u L
e Chinese took an about-face and gavcp SRR
Bt condidates and Dr. Lim as le'ac‘ier of ;:‘:m

(i of events is now Chief Minister of Penang.

i i 0

‘We cannot predict what the Chinese voterflt r:::]g;uv:[e
next clections. Perhaps they may turn;) bt
hr MCA. Because of the defeat suﬁefc?d y T
hut they regard as a defeat, lth'en? is no g
b ‘duly disturbed or pessimistic about the uf ;
4 |m:;u: )I:/ICA. still less to cast overboard a fncr:
”alnnd by us all these years and helped us to gain

So I pray God that sanity—I repeat sanity—will
to the people, and it can return if the people will onl
themselves a little time to think, for the sake of

children, their families and for the future well-
Malaysia.

The struggle for power within the ranks of UM
not helping matters. Many of the honest member
taken in by the “Ultras” and so coveted the prospe
going it alone without the MCA in the Cabinet.
Tan Siew Sin made his statement that the MCA gl
keep in the background and. take no share at all in ruy
the Government, the “Ultras” openly supported him,
of them breathed a sigh of relief, for what they
was in fact happening.

| LSS
il
Inule pendence. | !
| iere are some from among our loyal met:lllcbecr;u\r;‘vlr:y
i the UMNO, or the Malalys, ‘_0 govern M
W I'his is simply not possible in ‘a_natuzlus et
bined population of the other races jus B
il of (he number of Malay p‘opula.tfon, ye otk
M in this way of thinking in ordsr to Wi

Their plan is to get me to step down first and
takes place the rest will follow—whatever their ide
“the rest” may be. Hence Dr. Mabhathir’s charges ug
me received wide publicity.

These “Ultras” have been at work behind the '
trying to sell this idea to the members of UMNO in p
cular and the Malay masses in general. In some ¢
they have managed to achieve a measure of support, sug ‘ d even ir

L i x ma 0 owin,
among the thoughtless young people, but on the whole | Bt, us otherwise the ccon?mg;_vcdy if the past has been
ideas are rejected as inconceivable and unworkable | Bl The success we.hav» i‘dcr[r races, in particular the
country like Malaysia. B lo the co-operation Of @i TSRS, -Malay.

ry y : ““'_Lh community, which in the main is non Malay

? oods
I'he proposal of the “Ultras’ .and'the yc:)t:;iglblt;l- 5
- , il alone in long term planning 15 unw iy
‘!. "'l'l yrds, to get the better of the PMIP by n’:.,o i
' t“: n\lttrl‘«; g!amc does not solve the problem we face.

Miheir side. di L
Ihis is not the attitude of tar-mg_ht;,d pe(;pldconom.c
MM who consider that having business and ¢

in the Goveri-
(he non-Malays must be represented in t

sty 5

It has been shown in the past that the Chinese gen '
have no very strong political convictions about how |
vole : sometimes they vote for one party, at other |
for another. Take the case of Dr. Lim Chong Eu,
present Chief Minister of Penang. He was once a I
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upon as a defeat, so thc3{ get thoroughly ‘:;ttt;c:
furn round and find fault with cverybody,. :1 =
, gven though it has won. The Ieade{s. wit! n;e:the
Wiin target of attack, are to be got rld-of, a:,le o
. even though it has served us so well, is to c

Mhiird %
Noung people perhaps do not !mow abgul ;IL tt]}fc’
Wi to accept the present situation as pamnted Dy

likely that they would make an uneasy alliance wil
PMIP? 1t is certain that such an alliance would b
‘ uncasy indeed. Therefore, to try and change the
¥ concept of UMNO, proven successful to date, is on
; court disaster. ,

For many years now UMNO has aligned itself

a MCA and MIC to form the Alliance Party. While ] ; : iy iz
r looks after politics as its main platform, lh{: MCA cont} i One thing, hewever, 18 certagl _eﬂr]:rtn;:t dcolfmil]:is
to help build up business confidence in the country, ang | society in which we live the o ?V in this way can
MIC’s influence among the industrial and manual filiy must represent all the e -n);] and‘only with
‘ . of workers has helped to bring about industrial pe ] Bonfidence of the people be maintained, oodwill, peace
| ] the country. All three working hand in hand ha ¢ vonlidence can we expect harmony. g ,
| ({ only brought peace and prosperity to the country buf | frosperity.

helped to provide vast funds for rural development.

In the circumstances, is it wise to change the

just because we have suffered a few reverses here |
‘ there? Reverses! If you take the election as a whole (i
is the undoubted fact that the Alliance has won more
twice the number of seats in Parliament than all the Opg

s
tion parties put together, and thus has been ret ned
power for another five years.

Il (he attitude of these “Ullras’.’. _now ]ozled tht;y
Winists, is against this policy, .then |.t is clear lMa]stqo a):
Epluying a dangerous game which will place U s
o1 standard of politics than what we have bef;n gll f
@il (or—in short, put us on the same low level o
foul thinking as that of the PMIP.

T

J

|

: It is a very unusual achievement in any demogry

' country for any one party to hold sway for so I
Unfortunately many of our people can only ‘enjoy w[‘
they do not know how to take defeat. A verse from |
Koran says :—

rlj-, L E ¥.
S e wsP rm e e o g y .

I A AR R AR G L 73 o

lw 'Q"U'H J“"”"""U'} _,..;JI/‘I.-JU.,_,I._.JYIM §

| ke 5 3 1

It means “Man does not tire of praying for good, But
evil touches him he despairs and gives up all hope”.

Such an attitude shows lack of moral strength un

courage. With such people victory with a little setback 143
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m shall be the official religion of the country and
(he official language. In short, the Constitution
v and enshrines the rights of the Malays for all

Yl Constitution goes even further than providing for
Wlonal rights for the Malays. It acknowledges the fact,
b nobody can deny, that at the time the Constitution
furmed by mutual agreement everyone believed and
Wied (he fact that the economic position of the Malays
| {ar behind the other races living in this country.
More special provision was made to overcome the
o ic difficulties of the Malays.

XV

CONSTITUTION AND MALAY RIGH

CCORDING to these “Ultras”, who have won 0 —f~

of the youth, this country bclongs only to tl'le“
an_d to the Malays only. Nobody can deny that o P
this was the country of the Malays, who are unquesth
the indigenous people. Therefore any Constitution

make provision specificall iti ]
' : y for the traditions,
rights of the Malays. g

I fact, the Report of the Federation of Malaya Con-
lonil Commission states that they found “that as a
I\ of the original treaties with the Malay States,
Wimed from time to time, the special position of the
yu has always been recognised, and that this recogni-
wis re-stated in the Federation of Malaya Agreement
' (Note particularly the words “always been recog-

Our Constitution does this. It must be re I -
that our Constitution was achieved with the agreen
all .I:EICE!S, who understood and appreciated the
posmon.of the Malays. Because the Malays have §
had an innate feeling for Royal leadership, the Cons
pr.owdes for a monarchy in this country, with one @
reigning Sultans elected to be King. 1

I'he Commission went on to say that they found at that
iere were four matters in which the special position
Wlie Malays was recognised and safeguarded. These were
Wisive Malay reservations of land in the various States:
fution quotas for admission into the, Public Services;
Wotas in respect of issuing permits and licences for the
ution of certain business, e.g. road haulage and
Wasenper vehicles; and finally many classes of scholarships,
Wirsnrics and other forms of aid for educational purposes,
Wing preference to Malays who would be at a serious and
wiair disadvantage, compared with other communities if
lere preferences were suddenly withdrawn”, and the Com-

i In the same way the Constitution safeguards the
tion of the Malay Rulers and maintains their prerog 'l
for example in relation to religion and to adat #
custom). The Constitution also provides that the .-'\u'
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Al the same time we must not fqrget the lcg.:gn}alc
uts of other races as provided for in the Constllutllo‘r;
4ll it must be remembered that all l!'ncsc other l:dC [
| with the Malays in fighting for the independence o
gountry.
| #i us not overlook the fact lhat- before we hbecz::
Miion we were simply separate colomes.. If all {; BN wé
wol joined together in the cause qf indepen f::rlce;t ¢
ikl still be today a colony of Britain. As '71 ;CSLL e
drive for independence, led b)‘f the Malays d‘n st .5
il supported by other races, a .wmd of chal“tg‘c .swe‘;ind o
lund to drive out the colonial era and sysier‘n, lcd mké
g s0 helped to emancipate us so that ‘we LOU'” e
pightful place as a sovereign country among ;:h i
¢ nntions of the world. We shoulc_l take note athm
ihe same kind of wind of change in our countr}( .
Might emancipation and sovercignty to the countries
on s well.

| ot me repeat that this nation ha.d been acceplcﬁ b:/l
the other races living here as being fun(.iar;lens[afa ;
luy country, and this will remain so .unless the £ thi;
Wiselves decide to turn everything upside down an :
{¢ u veritable hell among us all.

Nobody grudges the efforts of the G*;)w:rnr.ne‘mt }tlolh(;:);;
Malays, as all right-minded people reah:u. : ¢.1r Jr
grations past the Malays had b.een neglected in t I;l?l o
il The Government’s policy is to encourage the ‘
s und ‘the sons and daughters of hz‘n{c-nots 1;) clo::
ward, and to provide them with amenities and facilitic:
better their prospects in life.

mission went on to recommend that the position ol
at that time should continue for a substantial perk

In other words, the Commissioners were statil
economic preferences for Malays were essential,
recommended that the whole matter should be 5
after fifteen years have passed. All these
embodied in the Constitution.

Acting under this Constitution the policy of the €
ment, that is of the Alliance Party which has held
since independence, has been to see that emphagsis
be given to the overall economic progress of | the M
To this end the Government has carried out and pi
effect extensive rural development projects, so much |
it is correct to say that everything is being done to
benefits to the Malays from the womb to the tomb.

As part of these development plans we have sstab
MARA so as to train Malays in many types of |
which they previously had no opportunity so that
could take their rightful place throughout the whole ¢
of our nation. Places are reserved for Malays in
University of Malaya and in the technical colleges. I
education is given in the national language in all sely
irrespective of race. Very shortly another university
be established to open up new avenues for opportur u-f.
employment for Malays, and as long as the Alli
Government is in power many more constructive ideay
be put into effect for the benefit of the Malays.

Every effort is being directed to the achievemer
economic well-being of the Malays, while others help !
selves. In spite of this so much more has to be done,
review of the situation now would obviously have no &
on Malay rights under the Constitution.

It is as clear as daylight for all to see 'that from rl,l:i
fy moment we achieved independence until today gree
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: L e
Y helieve in giving others time to 'ildopl 1tt litsll 3,:, gt
ol forcing everything down ot-hers th;oa; : i
gountry with a mixed population suc

changes have taken place in this countr

Y especially
position of the Malays, in our national society.

One old expatriate remarked to me that the ad
ment made by the Malays in the first ten years ol
independence was phenomenal, 1 replied that, give
chance, and with continued peace in this country wil
attendant prosperity that goes with peace and develop
we could do much more, and were determined to dor |

When the National Language Act was passe
“Ultras” faction in UMNO did not agree because of ¢
clauses which empowered the Yang di-Pertuan Agom
permit the continued use of the English language fo
official purposes as might be deemed fit.

Nor did they agree that the Federal Governm
any State Government had the right to use any transl
of official documents or communications in the lang
of any other community for such purposes as might
deemed necessary in the public interest.

The “Ultras” maintained that we were encoury,
others to use their own languages. They wanted the
tional Language to be implemented fully and at of
without giving a chance to others to take to it gradually

Little did they realise that for many years past of
newly-independent countries had been trying to introd
a national language without success, and a number of |
are still having difficulty with this problem. Nor did
seem to realise that even India, with one people but
many ethnic groups, has not been able to implement
national language yet, so the impatience the “Ultras® i
shown is quite unreasonable.

1 - tional

Yusses are held in schools and courses in thcuf::;ed 5

| ‘n « show such popularity that one ?she?clo S
1 l:'.n it will soon be given 1is Tig tful p

mdent Malaysia. : n %
ﬂm- has only to consider the attitude o(f: l:?.it[:::ien ;le
{hinese schools whose loyalty turns t(;' ,-inc'q;]e, i
s (he national language as a matter o tﬁe g 18
Wse of this they condemn our partner, TR G
1 wreed to it. This is one reason Way s
:» ;I:‘[llch support from Chinese in .the clfecttkll: r;aﬁona[
b, therefore, that the full adoption ©
age needs time. ‘ .
My prayer is that internal pcac; will bz ézs:;re‘(illac: e
: : ith its i am CcO

and with its restoration Ay
N:”“. ,-"ucr progress and better standards olf] _llvu(lfm"y
K, Rrce ‘
panm}l and enjoyed by all the people of this ¢
I particular by the Malays. - e
| repeat once again that this is a Malay coact_we, g
I up to the Malays themselves to Play antake e
|l‘l.u'1ivu part in every aspect ofﬁsocm‘;)yéa:?ng e

‘i ; offers, ;

Wllenge that a brighter fulunj, TS - S
'u‘lt Il‘l‘rtn it is the Constitution, its spirit and 1ts‘ a})]:it i
:‘! |‘ and wili be the safeguard of the securily
e IS«
Baress of us all. 5
"H (he ‘Ultra”™ Malays want to overturn the Ct:)ﬂslllll.;tigll:.

1‘. - - 3
s they will be blindly stumbling downhill into

i i i ' Wridness and chaos.
I consider it as an achievement that we have had

National Language Act accepted at all in this ......'

——
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‘;’ ) D
¥ it
y ! | i uny case if you do not have a King and your nation
B o ¢ ,‘ Wepublic you must have a President, and his dignity
WRW wos Ao\ LE2A itestige have to be upheld in exactly the same manner.

\ past days, the colonial era, such countries could
e surplus revenues, and pay for the maintenance of
wlers. and at the same time make annual contributions
collers of their colonial masters. Now they are poor
Wwithout rulers and colonial masters, but where have all

%lehes vanished to?

MONARCHY OR REPUBLIC? lust look around the world, and ask yourself why
\tles with constitutional monarchies generally seem to
Mol and prosperous. We can find an analogy in the
lury lives of men. A country to its inhabitants is like
Wie to an individual. If he takes pride in his home,
i no saying to what expense he will go in decorating
Hurnishing so that he can enjoy the comfort and beauty

[
s created.

AKE no mistake about the intentions of these “LUl
thgy are extremists. They are not satisfied
Malaysia as we know it, with the Malaysia we have
They want to tear down the whole edifice and recon
it all over again. They aim to do away with the Mot
and to set up a Republic, so I heard it said. j

‘ Ac.:cording to the “Ultras™ it is a waste of mom
maintain the offices of the Yang di-Pertuan Agon an
the Rulers, and it follows therefore that they want tg
the Sultanates in all States. These extremists argue
most countries have discarded monarchy, and main "-'
th_e money expended to uphold the dignity and pres u
Kings and Rulers is a waste. 5

In the same way, the citizens of a couniry can take
| pride, not only in the way their nation is administered,
also in maintaining traditions and customs, culture and
niry. They are proud of their heritage of Kingship
their Monarchy is the symbol of their pride.

In Furope, the United Kingdom, the three countries of
Wilinavia, the Netherlands, Belgium and Greece are all
irehics. In the Middle East and Africa, Saudi Arabia,
_ Jordan, Morocco and Ethiopia are monarchies.
e I'ar East, Japan, Thailand, Laos and Malaysia are
wichies, and Cambodia in its own special way.

I would like to point out that in countries which |
set up Republics in place of monarchies, whatever was &
has or}ly been squandered in other ways. In fact m
countries which made the change have found it di l.
make ends meet, in spite of the fact that the
have to provide for Civil Lists. ‘3

& In most of these countries their origins and traditions
e back for a thousand years or more. Royalty and the
L Wone remain, but there is an important change behind
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y are proud of being Malays, or part-Maiay, should

all the pageantry. The Emperors or Kings are n¢
| 1 throw away a heritage which runs in Malay blood.

absolut&? in their powers, they have become syml
the nation’s tradition and dignity. Quite a number of these “Ultras”, too, in fact most
e, have studied in the United Kingdom, and have
y uequired European wives. 1 for one cannot com-
e why such persons who have learned their careers in
United Kingdom, have not kept their eyes open whilst
dying there, to what was going on around them.

I In Malaysia, the Malays have always followed |
dition of royal regime, because we believe in S
Heads of States as we have done throughout our histor
Malu)_;s. never having had a chance to become one ¢
lived in a peninsula divided into a number of separa
but these States had one thing in common, they y
monarchies, i N

lor twelve long years when I was in England 1 was
ly impressed with the way the British people gave their
wully to the Throne and to their Kings and Queens. In
{, the British people always have fashioned their lives
swiling to the reigns of their monarchs. For instance,
By refer certain customs, tradition or practice to the reigns
ihe Sovereigns, speaking of the Regency. the Victorian or
J'dwardian periods. So deep in their hearts is their
il und loyalty to the Throne, that the British throughout
fory and today have willingly given their lives in the
mes of their Kings or Queens.

I'he British. as all the world knows and history records,
not an ignorant people, but very practical. Yet kingship
{nseparable from their history and way of life. In these
ays, as distinet from older times, they do not accept the
sanurch as their Protector, or as one under whom they seek
Wlier for their security. They accept the monarch only as
symbol of the glories of their past, of their pride in their
onarchial heritage, and for the constitutional need to have
Mead of State, who for the British must be Royal.

Did not these “Ultras”, these young bloods, these so-
alled “Intellectuals” take note of the significance of these
Whings? When I asked them what they proposed to sub-
Witute for the Rulers, so that the Malays could always

Things have changed in modern times. Maluy
now one nation, a formal Federation of States,
Fed(_:ratlon. as one can see in the United States or €}
for instance, each State has a Governor, because
has a Constitution, quite apart from the Federal Constl
and any Constitution requires someone at its hea
name and signature are the final seal of authorits
responsibility for the laws and Government

Wh.al we have done in Malaysia is to combine |
Federation both the past and the present. Of the
States in the Federation, nine have Rulers and fouf
Governors, although their titles vary slightly in -‘-.
Stateﬁ. At the very top there is the Yang di-Pertuan'
who is an elected King, in effect the Constitutional |
of th_e Federation as a whole who thus symbolises the §
and its unity. In fact, in having an elected King, 1
15 unique in a world rich in ideas. 4

The “Ultras” are all Mal '

ra ays, who as \

had the tradition of Rulers. The resp:;:tr af: h;V.O‘. i
E}.‘:d their .Rt}]ers is integral to their whole wa of
erefore, it is difficult to understand why thwey‘ Il
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possess a sense of belonging to the country and &
measure of security and protection, a certain pride o
and place, the reply I received was that they would

~ comes. ! at th

Mling future policy. He is the fountain of honour,
the final arbiter of justice. He acts on the advice of
e Minister, which he cannot constitutionally ignore,
b consent and approval are required before a Prime
¢t can be named, a Cabinet formed or a Minister
up office. In short, the Yang di-Pertuan Agong is the

Ihere is one thing that is fundamentally true
Mg factor in the multi-racial society in which we

politics in a democracy. There is no guarantee wh
that_a politician will get in the next time he st
election, or that the same party will be returned t.-
aftetj a new popular ballot. Politicians come
parties rise and fall, but Rulers remain. .

Ihe people of Malaysia have subscribed to a Constitu-
ol which Article 71 states, “The Federation shall
Wniee the right of a Ruler of a State to succeed and to
enjoy and exercise the constitutional rights and
‘vm-« of a Ruler of that State in accordance with the
titution of that State”.

Ihe Constitution is supreme, it must be observed by
from the Yang di-Pertuan Agong down. If any amend-
his to be made to the Constitution, this can only be
in respect of provisions pertaining to day-to-day
Iistration. If any attempt is made to throw the
tltution overboard by a major amendment then calamity
befall the country.

I'he Constitution, of which the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
it be called the guardian, is therefore a permanent
antee of stability and continuity in administration.

These young “Ultras” take no account of the stability
luysia has enjoyed since independence. They seem to
We no understanding of what stability means and how
portant it is to progress and development, which benefit
Malays. They demand change, apparently change
finy cost.

I'here is nothing wrong whatever in making changes,
gyided they are constructive and changes for the better,

of continuity in the nation’s history, and in particul
.thc Malays a sense of belonging. In fact, this feelit
identity the Malays have with their Ruler;, is onc- of
reasons why non-Malay Opposition parties harped |
election campaign against Malay rights. Do the “U
want to play the same game as the non-Malay Oppo: m

Their presence gives a sense of security to all, a [¢
L] !

As to the money expended in maintaining the instif
Qf Sultanates, I personally think it is money well spe
it has shown good results, for today we are one .,
Most prosperous countries in Asia, and the Rulcrl‘
play&?d. a very active role, always in a constitutionu]E A
?)y giving spirit and support to the Government's pla I'
fdcas. The many projects we have carried out &
independence uphold my contention that no money

been wasted. There
' are some aspects of nationhood
no money can buy.

As the Head of the State His Majesty the Yany
Pertuan Agong is the personification of the nation,
summons, prorogues and dissolves Parliament, and gen !
he opens a new Session with a speech from the
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but if changes are to be made for no more
gi :hma}tter of expediency they are simply not worth
L c:iafng;ﬁs areUbound to upset the pattern of
Oy. ] ese “Ultras™ insist on
r;:d:cal in -l'h"%t}ll-'e, then they must (l;gar;ﬁ':s’ar ."
the responsibilities of the worst that may blzfafl. |
4] };I‘:If; l-:nam afm_ of these “Ultras” is to do aw
i I,t aqd it Is a very dangerous game that-'_
playing will serve no useful purpose, in fact the |
.r'own people, will be the losers. I d
position of the Rulers for any perso'nal ro:zc:zs;lrlqt My
:mic;s.defer.ld the .Constitution. and all the -art i":
lons 1t contains, for I feel that the Cong "
] ihddependent.

?f:i‘;i :](;t?())/ all has served the country well, has don
all our peop’;é’m::,jh;gij_m:;i?:ee peace and harmony | would like here to quote His Majesty’s re.mindcr of
His Majesty and Their Rongm Or race My dutics as citizens. He said, “In a multi-racial society
have felt very concerned wi hOYal H_lghnes&m the i ours we must all learn to live with one anf)lhe‘r, to
unhappy events of Ma ]3]tth o s arising {1y glerstund one another, to respect one ano'ther's rights,
His Majesty was when l-)[e 3 - You will recall ) glons and customs. This multi-racial society that. we
Message to the nation on theppe&refl on Te.levision found is not something that we ‘ha.vc created; 1l 1S
on June 4th, which becauseocca-lsmn of his official b jothing that we came into, and thus it is for us to rflake
being celebrated with all th = the_EHIergency v best of it. This we all had pledged when we claimed
the day. e ceremonies that usually Twelve long years have shown
His Majesty mentioned ! of gur life in this multi-racial
out to seek independence it weSPecmlly that when ¥ ity and how much prosperity we“have brought to the
and all the races that we mus?s “:)gli:ed between the | wintry. Every man has been served™.
new nation a home for all of us forr atl(;ge.ther to mak My advice to the “Ultras” is not to go haring off on a
to say that this was the home i rall tme. Let us be content with what we already
TRBRY. hundreds of years. ;hlig 1111::11 we had all li tands very high in
mdePeudence had become a source aosf ;f:_?d:m:e ' 1d. Let us be
pective of race. This must be the home i v
to live for all time. e in which we

Nhe disturbances, His Majesty said, werc the mosl
§ ovents he had ever had the misfortune to experience.
il stress on the fact that every effort had been made
il racial unity in our diversity, when all of a sudden
‘lire episode occurred to mar our unity and our good

He said that for him this was a very sad thing
|, und that there was no reason whatsoever for it to
aecurred. no reason that one could see.

Nelore we made our demands for independence this
jiry had a mixed population, His Majesty pointed out,
hecuuse independence meant SO much to us we were

sared to accept all the terms and conditions in order to

pight to rule ourselves.
well we have made

Il poose chase.
hwaess, and what we do possess now s
wiige and reputation throughout the wor

Wankful for small mercies!
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hat otherwise were his motives? With hate in his
e penned that letter attributing to me the responsibility
What happened on May 13th. Making copies of the
| wvailable to others he hoped with the stroke of a pen
bvert my lifetime of work for my people and my

| “
b XIX

Whautever sacrifices I have made for the Party, whatever
s | have given to the nation, are known to all. To
| @ mischiel is easy, but to correct it is difficult. It is
| . wiling fire to a timber house, an easy thing to do,

SERVICE AND SACRIFICE o (ry and put out the fire can be exceedingly hard.

Ihere 1s no point now in my going over the whole of
fegrettable affair, except to remind him that 1 am not
Uf‘"th:? [l::n;l:trs :nowi as all UMNO members Mig away like a dog with his tail between his legs. |
range of freedom )c') . :: ?:ewz_!ys been run wit!:: wide an ¢lear my good name in public so that those whom he
This has always been Sg é‘::’ﬂ and Opmion inside the ipled to mislead will know the truth.
| if it i CR » Criticism being welcome, egp
| is consu:ucnvc. The only restrictions on mem
lhe. m.)rmal limits, that they stand by the decisi
Mmajority and hold themselves bound by Party dr.:;c

But this is not Dr. Mahathir’s way. Havi
letter to me which s as foul as it can ‘be coI:!clI3 iy
for the atrocities I am supposed to have’beeu ol
for, copies were distribute,
would members of the
tunity provided to turn

Il it were found that 1 had enriched myself while holding

us Prime Minister, or that I had been dishonest, or
L | had committed criminal acts, or that 1 was guilty
fiminal negligence in respect of my duties, then 1 can
understand a reason for anger against me. On the
ol fury | am fully conscious of my duties and respon-
d in thousands so “‘:’,f Wlitics.  The country enjoys good government, economic

Party be pitted against me but ’ “ lily and pr:)sperily unsurpassed by any other country
' Wi part of the world.

others against me as well.

In writing so was he acting in the best interes

UMNO? Surely this letter K lo take as an excuse an event which happened a year

person only, but aimed to split Ihrém ;ntlendec‘ agains s Lhe cause of the outbreak of violence on May 13th
: w g N
indeed the Alliance by attacking its lea do ¢ of U '.'-: scless and malicious and what was even worse was (o
§ ers. A :
rs. He has sl that the loss of lives as a result of that violence,

that he is opposed to the i )
eadership o .
and not my leadership only. P of UMNO S Been due to me.
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Dr. Mahathir knows that all my life I have b
dicated to peace, because I saw enough of al
committed during the Second World War, and 1
enough misery since then as a result of them.

He knows, being a man from Kedah, that belg
British evacuation and before the take-over by the J
Military Regime, I was the one who came out to
lives of the people under my charge in South Kedall,
and night I worked, facing all kinds of danger
trigger-charged times in order to save lives.

Wh all this knowledge in his mind, how co‘uld he
tml \he heart to charge me with the loss of lives on
Ml Only God knows how 1 have suffered after
happened on that dreadful day. If my people chqose
Jleve him and what he has wrlttel? down on that piece
ot against my lifetime of devotion to duty, then le;
find another leader, but do not treat that leader as

heen treated.

o il the seriousness of these charges was nqt enough,
: phathir in his letter to me declared.t‘hdt instead of
fng out my duties at the time of crisis 1 was blmy
g poker in the curfew hours. This is nothing cgs
wn allempt to assassinate my character a'mong the
. To charge me in such a vicious Ietter‘ wnth.neglcct
lily during the period of violence is an outright lie.

He knows, too, that before the Japanese surrendes
Star was threatened by Communist forces, and thal |
I who mobilised the Malays to defend the town, his
town and mine. Dato Aziz bin Mohd. Zain,
bin Syed Hassan Barakhbah, both Judges now, and
Senu bin Abdul Rahman were sent by me to the
Alor Jangos to release the Police constables held pris
together with the Ketua Kampong, Haji Yusof, in t
lock-up by the “Three-Star” Communist forces.

While Enche Khir Johari and others helped 10
the Alor Star Central Police Station, I myself went hi
the Communist lines to make contact with Force 136,
of my nephews, Tunku Osman, now General, and
Yusof, were members of the Force which was then |
jungle of Padang Trap.

All those who saw me on Television for the three worst
M4 of the crisis from the 13th to the 15th May, and
I. an the 16th, must know that the charges are untrue.
y he must have known this himself? Then why make

b outrageous allegation?

I (he same slanderous letter Dr. Mahathir mentioned
e Malay members of the Security Forces and the
e lForce and Malay Government servants hated me.
Whows to what extent he is prepared to carry out a

pulgn of malice and recrimination against me.
He knows, too, what efforts I made to recruit

two hundred men to join this Force 136, and how
finally made a triumphal entry into Alor Star undef
command of Colonel Hasler, when the Japanese surrend
Perhaps he does not know that I have not been reimbi This is a difficult question to answer because 1 k:;‘o\;
for the money I provided for transport and other exi i he belongs to the other group m UMN_O’ the sp-¢a1e

incurred for Force 136. Mius” or “Intellectuals”, but 1T am certain that had Dr.

| was asked would Dr. Mahathir have done this t(.) Fne.
I I criticised me the way he did in his much publicised
ot, had he won the election?
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Mahathir devoted more time to Party work
carrying on business in housing development
with the Federal Construction Company—a Chine
firm—and other business concerns he might  hay
better in the elections.

He was instrumental, according to information [}
in helping to exclude at least 238 lots of land ina
reserve for this project.

As a result of his letter 1 lodged a report
Dr. Mahathir to the Police for investigation and
because 1 felt strongly that 1 should take some il
give the lie to the malicious charges he made agal
I was thinking in terms of prosecuting him for o
libel under the Penal Code, rather than proceeding
the Emergency Laws or the Internal Security Aet
could have been done as I had in fact been so advi
I preferred to proceed instead under the ordinary |
the land so as not to be accused of resorting o
action, b

1LOSOPHY OF LIFE

NIt MAHATHIR’S reference to poker-playing is typical

® .l the “Ultras”, who are continuously going gbout talk-

and whispering and criticising the way I live. T.hey

wlemn me for poker-playing, for attending horse-racing,
for taking a very great interest in sports.

A man’s private life is his own concern, provided he

[ had originally decided on this course of action, | \ 1ot trespass on the rights of others. 1 admit that
further consideration and reflection I felt that he ¢ m very fond of life and the joys it can give, but at no
deserve so much public attention. In making my cof o have 1 ever neglected my duty just for the sake .Of
here, my purpose is better served. Woyment. 1 do not believe any sane person wou;d w;sl?

I have enjoyed so much prestige at home and # deny any man the little relaxation he nee;lls.lhA :(r)nztlh;
a gift which this nation has bestowed upon me, and ving worked all dayfs of the week and a : et.o
grateful for this honour. In the circumstances T am Wi the year, one is entitled to some rest or relaxati n..
to end my service with this slur on my character, Indulging in racing in a big way is dangerous,_ but taking
uphold my good name and with it my peace of m it Ws 4 sport, which in fact T do, is fun. There is no harm

§ putting a small stake on a horse to get the thl:il] of seeing

win. No one can get rich through gambling; on the

i e et hand no one should be poor, and if he can have a
lo fun and a little luck then so much the better for him.
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That is my philosophy of life. Once in a whil
having a game of poker with my friends. These ur
friends and companions, and never has any one¢ ¢
abused their friendship with me. In so far as ¢
concerned, for me friendship transcends colour or 1
value the loyalty and devotion of my friends, and |
been proved in this time of stress and strain they a
comfort and help to me.

I regard poker as fun and a happy way of passing
and as with racing my bets are modest. The horses
are in name only, except for two which were preser
me for my birthday, one of which has since been
My interest in horse-racing, apart from the sheer pli
of watching horses run, is purely for revenue-raising pu
for racing is an industry which makes a very subsi;
contribution to the income of the country, thus helg
finance many of our development projects.

I am also fond of other sports. I have been P .
of the Football Association of Malaysia for twenty
ever since I was a Deputy Public Prosecutor in 19
have promoted the annual Merdeka Football To
and have organised the playing of soccer throughout
resulting in the formation of the Asian Football onfe
tion in 1957, when I was elected President, a post I
held ever since. I have also initiated and promaole
very popular annual Asian Youth Soccer Tournament

Then there is my interest in golf, at which &
third-rate player myself, but which provides me witl
daily physical recreation I must have to keep me i
think it is not too much to say that my activities
world of golf, especially with the foundation of the I
Cup for annual competition in Kuala Lumpur, have I
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B old to help promote sports among

s at i known
Wevelopment throughout Asia of what is now
Ihe Golf Circuit™. | ‘
i hich
Y here is hardly a sport pla)fed in A:sm todiil.y 1nﬁ\5’«hing
\ not interested actively. 1 like walking, sailing, .

Wlug cors, and when T am in London going “to the dogs™.

: 0
{0 watch tennis, cricket, badminton, hockey. athletic

ot ull kinds of sports. The only frustration 1 have ever

: was
i the sporting world was for one year when tIun"y
dent of the Selangor Flying Club, and betmti s](;enaau :my
- taki ssons. But this was no —
jeht of taking lessons. . : i1
tlll\ and friends ganged up against me, SO I have ne
| (he thrill of being a pilot. )
Above all, although T am a true 10\'fer of sp(I)rls;;1 ;:]r; :
Wueh T am too old now to take part in them, 1 a
old young men and

wen.  Young people taking part in games enjoy good

! i feelings of friendship
develop character and cultivate
' |||I'|I‘:n Ll‘cLllo\lj:r-zmm and all these help to make them good

o women, the good citizens we need. So as lfmg :;
Juve any breath in my body 1 shall go on ta]fmlli%e
srest in sports and lead my own happy way O 3

' t heart. T like the
Admittedly T am a care-free man a
| :l:;' of living and I want to see my .country peacie;'u}
(he people happy. After all, what is there 12 tle.
i lar much too short for peopk? eitl}er to want to es; ;:)a){
(v harm it, or to endanger it with bodily or m

iMiction.

i tic, because 1
S0 1 refuse to lead the life of an ascetic, :
" n:'nl born that way. On the other ha_nc'l I am a de-vout
uslim and very conscious of my 1'c:llsg1001.ls_IL ;bhsalt)l;ri:est,
i with m
s missing any of my daily prayers. belie
' V:‘ :nd la:nclgmy love of people, as long as I have life in
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my frame I will continue to enjoy living, and if oth
the same, then the world will be a happier place 1o

People seem to think that the life of a Prime M
is an easy one, and in this regard T think it is apl to
a part of the speech I made at the Guildhall at the Hi
given by the Lord Mayor of London to Commony

Prime Ministers on January 13th, 1969.

k
I quote :—

“Unlike Gog and Magog (the Guildhall mascots)"
Ministers come and Prime Ministers £o: some go the |
way, some the hard way, some the normal way. ' $1I: PRESS AND THE RIOTS

“Unquestionably, it is the highest of tributes for

m;.m. or woman to be chosen by lhe.ir. people to be | [AT happened in Malaysia from May 13th onwards
Minister. Whatever honours and privileges may acgl

: $ : t.
a Prime Minister, these are far-outweighed by the o haturally drew foreign correspo ndCT'ltS lxicet anr:Lail:;-
cares of office. His term, in fact his whole career, ey e e e 11 tales
always on the wishes of the people, and sometimes on e For them no event is news unless tl.lcy c-an tell ta .
whims and fansies. b Jorror or terror or bloodshed. Strife in pcac:f‘ti

“Being a Prime Minister, therefore, is by no § et What aibeesel At e e D

. . SE= ‘ o . our misfortunes.
an easy life, but one of unending res onsibility deman e sceming to gloat over our
£ p ¥ ]

constant care and unrelenting attention. In fact he Seldom has any country had to endure misrepresenta-
be something of an acrobat—with his ear to the gre

i ; ssed off
. i g [ [ tion of facts, or gossip and rumours pa .
his fingers on the pulse, his eye to the future, and i, dmo‘r 11(1) T e
in political crisis to walk and balance on the tight. truth Jh.t e 0 g e
between victory and defeat”, srting of this tragic episode.

1

When I spoke those words I could still claim | ver since I became Prime Minister 1 have always been
the happiest Prime Minister in the world. Little i . und accessible to the foreign Press, whether they are

dream then that four months later, exactly to the day,. resentatives of newspapers, radio, television or films. By
I was saying at that time in London would be happenis Wl large. 1 must fairly say that in the past they have

me in Kuala Lumpur. Sintained high standards, and reasons for genuine com-

nint have been rare.
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o ——— . So—

)y had already got all they wanted from biased sources
without even attempting to verify the truth of the sthy
Wy were told. The damage had been done, and nothnng
Wight say could then put the matter righ_t. When one of
Wi asked me what assurance I could give to dCf)mn':;:];
careless reporting is irreparable. Some of them were alth cnuntn.es tha‘t‘ democ;;ltzlylr"would be restored in q
as bad as our enemies inside the country. I never I e, | told him to “Go to Hell". ' : i
I would live to see the day when the Fourth Estate Of course not all reports were irresponsible. . de:c
o f¢ some journalists among the foreign Pres§ wl?o tried to
s u fair and conscientious job. My complaint is that the
ral run of coverage by many foreign corresl:'!ondents w'fls
ware-making as to be out of all proportion to what

I used to think that Prince Sihanouk of Cambo
being unduly hard on the foreign Press when on
-occasions he refused to allow any representatives |
his country. Now, of course, I understand. The |
they have done to our good name by irresponsibl

Naturally, foreign correspondents look at evenis
an outside angle, because they do not live here all the
They are not citizens of either Malaysia or Sing

They drop in when they like and leave when they A dctually taking place. I . diatel
so they cannot be expected to see events as we do, No effort at all was made to link up events m":e ; fhﬁ
interests lie solely in providing news or writing W geeding the riots with the. actu:‘i’l outbreak, suc ;S v
that are as sensational as they can make them. - nweral procession or the “victory” demonstration. e

<t i ffect and
Throughout the world today violence breaks § not f‘.uddenly ucS:ch(;t: (:i,gm:::;f g;te IS[$[Zd, Most
some form or another almost anywhere, whether it iy il r:;orte.rs were extremely partial, their bias
streets of a city or on the campus of a university. JEvign press - owin
not in MalaysiZ? They worse [i)t looks, the morcyin . . ‘"‘l“' the Government. oF in favonc of jooe, race, ShOWRE
the reading! inty.
L : balance
They were given every facility, as they have _ ”W!r !mme newspapersthOW;Clt:;I;eal :;E}t:k (I:/ielbourne
had here, and with our excellent telecomunications . "ffhlmhmg sy ora art o the morning after
comments ran rapidly round the world. There wi ge ", a very reputab.lfi new]sv[;ap 1'4th published a story
censorship on what they wrote or telephoned, or i 8 riots began, 1ha:fN]ht. 0: Hea)((led for Disaster” .
photographs they transmitted by radio. In all good Wnder the heading atio

they received curfew passes to enable them to move | Now I ask in all honesty whether anyone Cal.l say that
freely, but after a few days when it became clear tha such a headline is fair. 1f the riots had pecn going on for
privilege was being most callously abused, then the some weeks and were out of control and if the GOfornmc}l:t
were withdrawn. N hud proved incompetent and unable to deal with the

Jiuation, then such a headline might have been justified.

After 1 came to know of their disgusting displs Wt not on the very morning after the tragedy began! It

irresponsible reporting I refused to give them an inte
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' ' ¢ iers were also accommodated
was this kind of distortion and lack of balance that 1 { Wiee of Malay soldiers “fho e e 3 e
ke ' , und that these refugees had as

' foty clsewhere.
To make things worse, the correspondent who had :

Stadium, next door to
this phrase wrote in the same news story, “There | promptly went to the Merdeka

e B g : i t the truth for
reports from the area stretching North from the capil 'Viun:lm Il‘lStltU'tlf)n' lgltfl::t c::'e?::l;:gw(:; happy and so
Penang, which seems to suggest that the situation 5 Qif.  There I was to her it was true that those accom-
as bad in the rest of the country”. How on earth ¢ R these people e el‘.llt.on wanted to go elsewhere.
any correspondent make such a statement? How dare ted in 1hc Victoria .Ins‘t‘l\; . feel safer with the presence
make such an assumption? He did not inform his re I, my informants Sal‘%’ = we are getting free rations
overseas that the distance from Kuala Lumpur to P ¢ soldiers, and what is more

is 250 miles. He made no mention at all of the 250 n i them as well”.
South from Kuala Lumpur to Johore Bharu, but thal,
course, would not have interested him. Nor did he ¢
I to the East Coast States. There was no trouble at all
] the South or the East Coast. and there never was.,

We had enemies to atiend to and unless ?ve coilll]dnta‘.liz
seps necessary to deal with them eﬁectw;l‘z thzt i
{ be prepared to give in to them: Gf)d for 11.l i 1
Wil be so! In such a serious situation as the

= i w-breakers without
" This kind of unjustifiable comment, this wild states R e ﬁliey were Malays or
‘L of assumption, was unfortunately typical of much of Mimination, irr Peh ise we could not have been able
1 reporting overseas of the riots in Kuala Lumpur. § e or Indians, 0;(:;‘;: Lumpur in so short a space
il reports coming to Malaysia only served to cause ur tore order in
| &

tension and ill-feeling. Hime

Insofar as the foreign Press is concerned I ar‘r:BTor::d
4 inclined to agree with Thoreau who said, ; ltl?.ssee
ihev who never read a newspaper, for they s ancws-
Wie, and through her, God”. In these c%ays S(:me ka5
wis are blatantly and outrightly bad, carmg no ;l: 44
truth of the subject-matter they pul_)hsh. i\ uegf
i« headline news, and the more sensational lh::he :; m;
consequences of their reports seem to cause

Not so long ago I remarked, feeling irritated
annoyed by the foreign Press, “They can boo or they |
clap, but we have to perform”. By this I meant, of coy
that it is our responsibility to get on with the adminis il
of Government, to deal with the immediacies of crisis,
is no business of a foreign correspondent to presume (o
us what to do, or to preach by comparisons with Wi
happens elsewhere. Misfortune can happen anywhere §

wrn. They pretend to be the conscience of the publlc;'.
Wan G s : the sins they commit themselves apparently are e:lter;[:) ,
" Il thi i s in the name an -

One Press man told me that it was cruel to infliet: I ull this self-importance occurs

' f ing the voices of public opinion.
3 those Chinese taking shelter in the Victoria Institution # Wlon. self-assumed, of being
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Surely they must have kno i : "
3 wn that in the first pl . 2
Mdlays must have had reason to lose their tempers. femper of lhe? reports of the riots that appeared in
d;fd-ml))t even bother to examine this aspect of th y iR
affair but instead placed the blame s

u %
of the Malays. quarely on (el

One night speaking over television 1 drew attention to
| particular failing these correspondents seemed to share.
\oy are unable to differentiate between Communists, thugs

To add i inj ; o
of killing ?,,,Toscﬁ‘wcigg;’; t:g c'l’g‘s‘f"d ‘\*;: Security | | law-abiding Chinese; they lump them all together. This
proud of the reputation of our AB;: b cFare “ALE 4 very common mistake made by fore:gners about Chinese.
foreign correspondents seem to have f:)n R or‘_’ﬂ-:‘ ore might be an excuse for the ;r-xan-m-t.he-slreet abrqad.
battalions have served at one time or a r:g:);ten. that al Ul there is none whatsoever for a journalist who has risen
for the United Nations, where they w = hﬁ':r s '; s far in his profession as to be classed a foreign corres-
their exemplary handling of the y b on di;?ih P ~ pident. They are expccted‘ lto know., or at least to hfld
existing there over a prolonged periodry . _‘f“h 188 i, the elements of race, trac.htton or custom of the .oountm:s
so that the Secretary-General of OL Crists ey happen to be reporting on, not to mention their
Thant, s s of the United Naiig wnstitutions and laws.

» sent a special envoy to see me and to thank Ml
for the conduct of our men and the support our I'hey know, or should have known, how quiet and
had so readily given in trying to reach a peaceful settl weeful the Malays were in spite of the provocations

i tected against them by others, especially the Malaysian

in the Congo.
Pommunist Party and their sympathisers or by fanatical

Winese or Indian chauvinists. They know how (riendly

:1?0?:5:::5522“Iiguat“"ns ranging from armed g Muluysia has been as a member of the Commonwealth‘ and
' , onesian confrontation to some \o consistent contributions we have made to the whole ideal
d‘emonslratlons, and our Security Forces have shown & ul (he Commonwealth. In spite of these facts, which should
tion to duty in the best traditions of armed servi‘l e At their finger-tips they tended to ignore the bad elements
where. ' ho (hreaten us and to skip our steady record of peace

All these years after independence we have had i

W progress.

Do foreign correspon : ‘
won‘ such a good namep:a: ‘i:(::silt)l;;rm;et::la:;zn fw‘ In sharp contrast to the foreign Press the local press
slaying innocent citizens? Instead of Sympath- i 8 sponded remarkably well to reporting the general situation.
difficult problems the Security Forces hag 4 ]Sl:n 8 Ihis is only natural as they are citizens of this country,
preferred to attack them in the Press Thc') ah 1 b ot if they are not then they are deeply familiar with its
biased they could be. Can you blaxm;, o s sructure and its ways of life, and as a result they can
Malaysian therefore for being indignant :b::r any istinguish between rumours, gossip and facts. They had

ut difliculties their foreign counterparts did not have to en-

172 i



S 14 o ¢ widespread upset
counter or even care about, because they are resp  distribute their journals owing to the P

in law, as all citizens are. and most of them hay s all over B capt -ThSdéliif;u:;dh?l::::v?;;dta:
previous experience of how to write and report in jen-scnt for the foreign corrcsl:lm ities offered them with
of Emergency. Wolay of the unexpected opportuniti

s 3 L festraints.

They are always conscious that national in _ s paitin g w s SIS
at stake, and yet within these bounds they can be very I'he reports of the riots circulating in 1.ng Pl: Sadie
and constructive in their opinions of what is going o ¢r different. particularly those pat ot O‘f;fhl ;Airror"
what the Government is doing. It is unfortunate tl Wl Television and in the PAP p‘ubhcatlon. e g the.
one period in the early stage of riots it was necessa way these reports were written suggested t at tha};
public interest to ban the publication of local newsy Wnied others to believe all the a@versc comments ¥
for two days. Our Press was very quick to point oul f¢ being hurled at us in Malays_la. This '“}flaiha ‘amz
this was a grave mistake and the Government reverst W pity indeed because Singapore is faced wit (A

{es : ame menaces as
decision and raised the ban. wblems as we are, confronted by the s

It is unfortunate that the riots erupted at a (i pic

hiatus in administration, the elections just having
} concluded, and a new Government not yet formed,
‘ coincidence had its effects on Government, the local
| and the foreign correspondents,

In the circumstances, 1 would have expec.:ted tpat they
suld have shown more sympathy for the dire l_ms.fortu.l:;al
fuced. On the contrary they seemed to play it u;? wx.

' result that certain incidents occurred there resultmrgrhlp
I S e i G IR almost & W deaths of some unsuspecting and innocent Malays;i‘d k (lj

Fel we knew it, so was the sudden imposition of curfew, oild never have happened at all. We on our part di

the life of Kuala Lumpur being turned upside doy
Department of Information Services was virtually pe
especially as a new Minister had not yet been nay

y up the incidents in Singapore for fear of retahatlo.n
¢ Let us hope that in our mutual interests there will
yer be a repetition at any time of such unfortunate

omaain, the National News Agency, howevel Ei. Mphasis being given in Singapore to any ill-luck that we
throughout, although its main office was right on the e '

edge of the original disturbances. Radio and TV st i Aot
were working without breaks on 24-hour stretch during Il is a heart-burning exper.icnce to read the oze;:s of
whole period of the Emergency giving all the news Jlructs from newspapers and journals from otherhpa oy
messages available to them for information of the gl world and to realise the extent of tch damage they i1dl
public. B yed to our good mame as a namné grsih:yem":;ria);

The local newspapers, efficient as usual. managed gacrated and partial reports, and second by

' R ir critics writing thousands of miles
publish for the first two days but they were totally upi finments of armchair crit &
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away, based i i i ith 1
y on inadequate knowledge or sheer igno Mpital, where in each case they were dealt with in the

of M i i i
alaysian life and affairs. ] wl way.

As for “Government officials attempting to play down
extent of the disaster”, what purpose would this serve?
r¢ else can correct figures be obtained if not from official
sees? With all due respect to “Western diplomatic
rees” which set the toll closer to 600, this is and can
y be a guess, and as I will show, a highly-exaggerated

I do not intend to quote extensively what was W
and said abroad: it would be a pointless exercise to
as the harm has already been committed. I do
intend to give a few examples from well-known pub "
to show to what extent reputable journals can go i
tortion and disbelief.

First let me quote from “Time” Magazine of
23rd :— “One man trying to escape from his burnin
was thrown back into it by a howling mob, and
By the time the four days of race war and civil st fe
run their course the General Hospital’s morgue
crowded that bodies were put into plastic bags and
on ceiling hooks. Government officials, attempting 10
down the extent of the disaster, insisted that the deat
was only 104. Western diplomatic sources put the toll
to 600, with most of the victims Chinese”. )

| obtained the official figures of the casualties from
Jice Headquarters as of August 15th, three months and
g0 days after the riots began. The official figures on that
were : Killed, 184: wounded, 356; cases of arson to
Wldings. 753; and vehicles destroyed or damaged, 211. '

I'he misrepresentations in the foreign Press during the
i week of the riots were bad enough, but what is totally
ycusable are comments and articles written several weeks
ot when Kuala Lumpur had returned almost to its normal
y of life, with only four hours of curfew from 1 a.m.
A a.m.

In this context I wish to refer to an article published
{he international edition of “Life” magazine on July 21st,
r¢ than nine weeks after May 13th. It was entitled “A
Wilet Coup in K.L.”, taking up two fully-printed pages.
There is hardly a paragraph of this particular article
il does not contain misstatements of facts, distortions
truth, uninformed comments, deliberate omissions, fan-
\lc conclusions or pontifical prophesies. It deserves a
winl kind of prize for having reached the rock-bottom
it of modern journalism! The whole article reads as if
misguided editor, in a fit of absence of mind, assigned
gossip-columnist to go off and report a war!

Now what are the facts? The morgue at the G
Hospital has a normal capacity of six. There
ceiling hooks and no plastic bags. It is a mort
on modern lines, not the refrigerating chamber of a bulg
shop! As in any civilised country our medical authe
handle the dead with respect. They are wrapped in
shrouds by professionally-trained morticians.

Because of the sudden influx of dead. all being
the first place to the General Hospital, the authorities
made special arrangements. Those bodies which could
be accommodated in their own mortuary were p ce
ambulances and distributed to other mortuaries in |
Lumpur, at the Lady Templer Hospital, the Assunta Hos
the Tuberculosis Hospital and the University Te
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I quote an extract from this fantastic article me so that in those cases where identification was still
illustrates to what depth a reporter can descent wsible, families would be able to claim the bodies.

search for the sensational. It reads :— Apart from the dead buried at Sungei Buloh, eleven

* “One story confirmed by a number of sources ¢r bodies, identifiable as being Muslim, were taken to
five army trucks arriving at the leprosarium at Su : , Muslim cemetery at Gombak, outside Kuala Lumpur,
outside Kuala Lumpur, with soldiers drunk on brai W burial there. Finally, let me state that there is no mass

cargoes of bodies painted black to make racial iden ye anywhere in Kuala Lumpur as a result of the riots.

more difficult. The troops called out the lepers, 8‘ Need I say more. Yes, there is something else I wish
T:r:zs:f‘ 1}1}1: br.mdg then made them dig a huge hole, s uild, especially for the benefit of British or Commonwealth
wp ) ll was chosen, the story goes, because the prrespondents. Now that British troops will be leaving

ere too lazy to bury the bodies themselves and thou s shores it would be a great help to us if the newspapers

g?;erw;l;i(: ggfavzlkl;zfidtez :}]]Je lepeff- Ev:dence poil layed down such incidents, knowing that anything they

is one. gile which can favour the enemy will add further diffi-
ulties to our efforts to maintain peace in this country,
ich is already harrassed by the Malaysian Communist
iy, the secret societies and the chauvinists.

Now what are the facts? A total of 102 bodies
buried in the cemetery of the Sungei Buloh Lepre
the bodies being transported in Police vehicles, the. \

operation taking five days to complete, commenein It is not we in Malaysia who wanted the British and
May 18th. Wmmonwealth troops to go. The fact is that we cannot
gp them, as they themselves wish to leave. The British
Icperit "]]5 l:l?rr;i?; :;cszf) di?:twt;:;c o‘l;(:zlil:::ir{v E;l!:h:! sl, however, b? aware of Pcking‘§ interest in our count.ry
consent of the Leprosarium authorities. There Wi jch has a fairly large pro-.Pekmg element among its
brandy, as liquor is forbidden to inmates {f pulation. We are faced with the. constant threat of
Leprosacium. Tt wis. niot the Arny but HetH ' wurgency encouraged by‘Min’S regime, and un_less we
Siiated tnlihe. operatinn Witk wg i L \ I cope with such a possibility successfully then it could
N il it § carriod CUEE. { out of hand. If this happens, the future will be very
: tpn a at;t orities. None of the bodies were pamted lonk indeed for this region of Asia.
u 1
theyl?veie z\fv c(is;i ::;;; gchb::rt dburnt beyond '"‘ & The internal threat we face is very real and very
fangerous, assisted from outside not only from China, but
Each body was wrapped in a white shroud, and : now appears, from our own friends through their Press

>

buried in an individual grave. The Police photogra e pn-—what irony!
::e bodies, giving each one a serial number, and assig - One of the reasons I have written this book is to put
e same serial numbers to the individual graves. i i Whe record straight, to show that in any serious situation
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there are always causes and effects, a series, invill
logical, of one event or circumstance leading to
This is where so many foreign correspondents fall :
badly. They are so taken up with what is happenin
the instant that they do not make objective and M
inquiries as to the origins or reasons for the sudden ery
of a crisis. They have dead-lines to meet, competil
beat, and to them these are all that matter.

If foreign correspondents as a whole were men wh:
wide experience or knowledge of Malaysia, then I am
there would be no reasons at all for me to indulge i
recrimination. Unfortunately there are too many
among the foreign Press today. men who have never
the country before. Naturally they make the
appalling mistakes and errors of judgement, simply by
being landed in a hot spot, they have to act at once,
they will not earn their keep or win that coveted by
The result is their reports are shallow and superficial;
have neither the time, the wish or the knowledge to ¥
and report objectively in depth.

1ESSON OF BALING, THEN AND NOW

HE conduct of the elections, the riots on May 13th, and

what 1 have narrated as the aftermath are all connected.
Weprehensible speeches, provocative incidents, irresponsible
ﬁmlucl all fall into logical sequence. What is the hidden
hand behind all these circumstances? Who is really res-
ponsible?  Who must bear the main blame?

i
When I consider this lamentable chapter in term looking at the overall picture of what has taken pis?ce
journalism today, the incredible stories we have hat w0 (ragically, and the influences still at work to underm:'ne
read, then I have a good mind to follow in the p the security of Malaysia (even at this time of writing) point
Prince Sihanouk and other Asian leaders who have fg 10 only one answer—the Chinese Communists.

the image of their countries also suffering badly from i
ponsible reporting in newspapers in the West. '

course, I will not, although the cross is hard to bear.

As 1 have said before, some people seem to think that
| um haunted by a Communist bogey, that I have some kind
ol psychological complex about the Communists. Foreign
vorrespondents are particularly prone to this idea. Pro-
fessionally they are requited to report and comment on
duy-to-day events, but they show a singular inability to
fuce up to the continuity of facts over periods of time.




(MCP) have often declared their

A learned Englishman said a century ago, “Histo The Communists :
past politics, and politics present history”. Foreign phjection to democratic elections. T{) them.Parh_aEeAntf.ﬂ'g
respondents do not bother about the past; they are intere democracy is an imperialist idea, not in keeping }VIF 1513
only in the present, in fact the actual day. They ig wationalism, not in agreement with Mao Tse Tung'’s 1dcohogy.
the vital connection of the past with the present. %o when elections are coming round th§Y must wreck { En,]’

Anyone who has lived through all the years since i they cannot prevent them. They .Wlll bt tﬂ::r
Second World War, whether in Malaysia or Singap hest to embarrass the Government. in whatever v_vay y
following closely and being personally involved in & I eun, even if they fail in their design.

events that have taken place in the history of these
countries in the past twenty-four years, knows full well
not a single year passed by without the Chinese Commu|
the supporters they control, the misguided elements, whel
parties, persons or youths whom they use as their I
having been a cause of constant and incessant source
trouble.

My first contact with the Communists (MCP) was whc'er:
| met Chin Peng, the leader of 1he-Ma.1ayan Commux;:st
Purty, in the Kedah township of Bahng in 1955. Atct a‘
meeting 1 received unintentionally a big lesson on (om
munism from Chin Peng.

In a few simple words that he said to me he made

e what I must expect from the Chinese Communists.

They never let up, they are constantly on the aleft me realis
: ! : v . . . as between
cause disturbance or chaos, major or minor, at any ti {1 said “T am a Communist and you arl:e nOt-ni?:eting ok
in any place, and under any circumstances. How any my Party and yours there can never a g s e
can be deaf, dumb and blind to these facts is beyond # It is not possible for the Communists to co

comprehension! In fact there is not a single count non-Communists.”

South East Asia, even today, which is not affected in | bt sl ds have remained in my mind ever
way or another by the activities of Communism of These SERI = da put out by the British about
Chinese brand. So how can Malaysia escape such 1 gince. All the propag?m e : d for, did not
tions? . -7 (‘ommunism at that time, and all it stoo L

jmpress me. It was Chin Peng who warned 'mc lI‘l‘dll'CCt]{
about the dangers of Communism. So there is no “bogey
in my mind; I know from the horse’s -mouth what 1 must
gxpect from the Communists of the Chinese brand.

The fact is we never have been completely free [i¢
some kind of Communist intrigue, but having to live W
it we have been constantly alert. The difference in Malay
is that our country was one of the first to have to [

up to Chinese Communist subversion, and because we h It is no use pretending that we have conqllefed the
the distinction of having defeated the Malayan Communi (ommunists (MCP). When the Emergency ended in 1?60
Party in their objectives in the twelve-year long Emergent | never deceived myself into believing that we were seeing
the Communists have never forgiven us, and I doubt them for the last time. I often said that even though the

Ly Ol (ommunists were defeated in this country at that time they
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i i letter to me,
could never be conquered completely, as they would aitend such a meeting, was to address a private

i i d date where the conducting

il o ' yaming the rendezvous, time and dal :
e e g | ollicer should meet him and bring him to the meeting place.
I received the reply on October l14th. It is of interest
o note that this reply was dated two days after my

It is fourteen years since I met Chin Peng in |
historic talks at Baling, and they have been ever if
mind for whenever I consider what Communis or : i
I always recall Baling. Today in Malaysia onl;s ufeo Matement. On  October 17th re:e,nt::?\?;;nif t‘ﬁ:“(}gﬁfﬁ
aged remember Baling, but to the younger generdl i Klian Intan betweet) tWO, Xop; ts as arranged in the letter
Baling is merely the name of a town. Therefore, 1 ient and one from the Comfn.um;sa was not present but
it will serve a very good purpose now if 1 refer o - Chitx Fofgi 0 B0 Chlp Lngh however, had no
unforgetable rendezvous with the man who was th | A s epresented. by sl :

o i i angements, but he accepted
still is, the leader of the Mala i - authority to make any firm arrang |
e {he Government’s plans for a meeting to pass to Chin Peng.

On September 9th, 1955, 1, as Chief Minister, relu’ |t was necessary to have a further meeting with Chen Tian
approved the British Government’s declaration of a gef and details of this had to be notified to me by private letter

amnesty for the Communists. In response to this offer from Chin Peng as before.

amnesty letters were received by me as Chief Minister § The second meeting was held in Klian Intan on
other members of the public purporting to come from e Sl9th Chen Tian, however, arrived without warn-
Central Committee of the Communist Party. These lel reber Kk lh. ' ortunit‘y of issuing a prepared statement
criticised the amnesty terms as “not reasonable and practie pe undrt,oo :dopl;anting interviews for propaganda pur-
but ended by proposing to send representatives to A lr '::Nlcl:c Ar:ssa aresmgt of this impertinent conduct 1 warned
Headquarters in Kuala Lumpur to discuss constructive : i‘hi :{Peng that if this behaviour was repeated 1 would

tails for a meeting between myself and Chin Peng. In ; :
: ' onsi the proposed meeting.
the letter was an indirect offer to the Government consider cancelling propo

i ; ith Mr. (now
negotiate an end to the Emergency. . Later I made a statement that 1, together wi (

Dato) David Marshall, then Chief Minister of Singapore,

PR M | byt ould be available for a meeting with Chin Peng at the
September 29th, I repeated my willingness to meet Chin Pe ‘_m: ¢ Decoember. The Communists accepte 3, this. caad
Gy i o ST annesiie ”?t- - nts were. made to hold the meeting at Baling on
Wt ot s i Nt iy s et i B e 28th. At a final preliminary meeting at Kroh
2l Faowi't (et Py ot . im e b -1 3th, the Communists were told that the
well known to Chin Peng would be nominated as a o on I?ecem elrd havé i n g
et Chll o i¥% ressnin b snret '::’lt‘hllﬂfr \Tl(:: at all. All details were settled subject to a

meet Chin Peng at a rendezvous in an area in which a . . nfirming his acce ce
- n acceptance.
cease-fire would be arranged. Chin Peng, if he wished fiatier, e TramChin SEneo o i
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This arrived on December 23rd, but asked for am
meeting with Government representatives on December |
and also requested me to broadcast a guarantee of safety
the Communist delegation. This last meeting was
on the date named, and on the same day 1 broadea
guarantee of safety.

The Baling talks then proceeded according to P
being held on the 28th and 29th of December. There: Vi
three sessions held during the two days. 1 led the Gow
ment side ,the other representatives being Mr. Marshall §
the late Tun Tan Cheng Lock. Chin Peng led the Con

munist side, the other representatives being Chen Tian
Rashid Madin.

As a result of these talks Chin Peng agreed as follows
“As soon as the elected Government of the Federath
obtains complete control of internal security and I
armed forces we will end hostilities, lay down our
and disband our forces. This does not amount to acceptin
the present amnesty terms”.

So ended the Baling talks. Although Chin Peng hy
made this agreement, I left Baling under no illusions wha
ever, because of what he had said during the talks, th
was mot possible for Communists to co-exist with no
Communists. 1 did not really believe that he would kee
his word, and so it turned out. Twenty months later,
August 3lst, 1957, Malaya became a free independef
nation with a democratically elected Government wj
complete control of internal security and our own ary
forces, but the Communists despite their promise at Balin
continued with their armed struggle.

It was not until July 31st, 1960, that Malaya was .-.,.‘-_:,
able to declare the Emergency ended. Chin Peng and th

: The Government
December 28-29th 1955. Above:
:l:‘;ng—ll;::'l‘st,o right — Mr. David Marshall, Tunku Abdul Rahman,
Tun Tan Cheng Lock.

Below: The Communist side — left to right — Rashid Madin,
Chin Peng, Chen Tian.

186




e

rd

= e
BTt :

remainder of the defeated Communists were in hiding
the border in Thailand, where they are now after fous
years, and where -they are still an active threat o
national security, as the ambush so recently as Juljf
this year factually shows.

Taking no chances, we have stepped up our secu
precautions along the border area in close cooperatimﬂ
the Thai Government, because we realise that the
disturbances and the unresolved atmosphere in Mala
offer to Chin Peng and his followers opportunities that |
will take if they possibly can. '

In Malaysia there are thousands of Communists eV
now. This is borne out by the fact that during Conf !
tion from Indonesia about two thousand Communists left
country to join Soekarno’s forces to help him w
Malaysia. '.

The Communists did not love Soekarno nor his
because they had reports of atrocities committed agai
the Chinese in Indonesia on Soekarno’s orders. They "
over to Indonesia because they thought this would gi
them an excellent opportunity to make the -:'~ 
Malaysia they had been praying for so long and 'T |
doing so in joint action with Soekarno’s forces. |

Also as a result of Sockarno’s friendship with €
munist China, they could come to be recognised ags ;
force in Malaysia if Soekarno succeeded in his desi
least until such time as they could find a chance to take o
the country themselves, they would help Sockarno to do ]

~ In the funeral procession of May 9th placards displayl
plCtl:ll'eS of Mao and eulogising his works and thoughts
carried openly by those taking part, ostensibly as mourn
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The Labour Party in Malaysia was under the control
ol the Communists, and the Party Ra‘ayat has always been
influenced by them. In one demonstration by Socialist
Front members in 1967, Dr. Tan Chee Khoon was heard
o say, “These are not my men”. Who were they then,
when their address was shown to be the Socialist Front
Headquarters in Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman in Kuala
|.umpur, and it was in front of these Headquarters that they

¢ame out and congregated?

Dr. Tan Chee Khoon is not himself a Communist,
but can he honestly say that his party is free from their
influence, just as with Mr. Lee Kuan Yew when he sought
(heir aid to gain power in Singapore? He should remember,
“If you sup with the devil you must use a long spoon.”
China’s constant interference with Malaysian affairs is well-
known to him and to all, Peking Radio being full of it.

it would not be out of place to mention here extracts
{rom an article which appeared in the Soviet weekly maga-
sine. “New Times”, on June 13th. It charged Peking with
slirring up hatred among nationalities in South-East Asia,
and cited the Malaysian riots on May 13th as an example.

In fact the Maoists, the article said, had more than once
provocatively used for their own selfish purposes the
(hinese minorities in the countries of South-East Asia, for
example in Burma and Cambodia. Maoist elements were
sowing disorganisation in the ranks of the genuinely demo-
cratic movement in Malaysia, and by their Red Guard
methods were jeopardising it. This was the lesson that
Malaysian patriots and democrats could draw from the
stormy and tragic events of mid-May in Kuala Lumpur,
the article concluded.
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What is more unfortunate is that they have been able

make inroads into the society in which we live, and T {0 get recruits from the Chinese schools among youths whose
' whooling is not yet even half-way through. These are the

more convinced than ever that their ideology i§

carried out with some degree of success among the ped young people whom the Communists use as their agents to do

especially among misguided youths. ' {heir bidding and to carry out extortion and intimidation of
businessmen, shop-keepers and the like. All those who

refuse to toe the Party line are put in fear of their safety.

This is the group with strong adherents from Chinese

For many years now the Communists have

There is still a lot of hostile activity astride the Tl

g/la]aysian border as the ambush of our Security Forces
intok B 3
on July 27th proved. Trained Communists fig chauvinists as well as the thugs who disrupt peace in this

Thai
ailand had crossed the border and made contact country. They are agitating for the establishment of a

.I\
o Chinese university and for Chinese to be made one of the

their local counterparts in Malaysia.

Our intellicen 2 ’ official languages in the country and resolutely refuse to
Communist acti%itigz illlla(:h;o ﬁzgtr;;idbég:gs att:ntgm ¢ sccept anything but Chinese. With this sentiment inborn
and extensive jungle that borders the tw g m : in them it is not an easy task to win them over to our side
possible 1 Eec 4 0 countries it i§ N and it is very difficult to separate them from the Communist

p track of all their movements. On Ju
17th 1968, sixteen of our police were killed and seventee Y
wounded in an ambush on the Kroh/Betong border The recent elections showed the activities of the Com-
was the incentive their followers had been waitin 'fm.' munists in full play. T have every good reason to believe

T R e / . o | that 1hey. provided the ﬁnan.ces for the PMIP in this. last
aclivities - & ports received dealt .wnh Commun clection in order to get their help to topple the Alliance

ingapore, or the Indonesia/East Malays Government.

It is the Chinese Communists who are financing the

ay

léc;rder. It is obvious, that movements of the
mmunist Pa are bei . Ui

Corihiriies S::th acm:;ngthiedcimm three_ s1d¢? ror Malay trouble-makers through parties which have close
from Hongkong, from Communist ﬁlseway bis: - Smsa_ OF sssociation with these people; to mention one such party,
in Thailand, and along the fri : grﬂ’ across the borde the Communist Party of Indonesia (PKI), which receives
S idinatia ringes between Sarawak ang inancial backing from the Communist Party of China.

3 It was the Communists whose influence was at work
behind the scenes urging on various other Opposition parties’
speakers to harp on people’s frustrations and place the blame
on the Alliance Government.

It was the Communists who made full use of the proces-
sion of May 9th, the day before the Election. It is the Com-

Her.e_in Malaysia the Communists are more active an
more  vicious than in Singapore today. Their tactiﬁ o
playing on racial sentiment has proved successful, causing
a lot of tension in our multi-racial society. Their a - ties
have grown to alarming proportions. 1
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munists who felt very satisfied with the joint Gerakan-DAI
demonstration of May 12th which played right into
hands.

It is the Communist Party who are indirectly tryil
now to urge on the “Ultras” to divide the rank and fi
of UMNO. We have information to show that some knowi
Communists are in contact with some of those “Ultras
in UMNO.

Propaganda emanating from the Communist
Front is designed to portray the Alliance Government i
the real culprit responsible for the communal conflict, .

Their present plan is to exploit fully the situation
the advantage of the Communists by giving the public the
impression that they are not responsible for what happenet
on May 13th; that their intention is to create racial ha ;
mony. They are active not only in the border area o
Thailand and over in Sarawak but also within the country,

By way of showing their strength it was their intentl:
to commemorate the twenty-first anniversary of their armet
struggle, which fell on June 20th, but the right opportunity
did not present itself until a month later on July 27th:
Then they celebrated the occasion with an ambush of @
Security Forces in the border area which resulted in six
being killed and seven wounded. This was a morale booster
for their cause; no doubt it will add a fillip to the Com-

munist Party of Malaysia’s plan to revive their armed
struggle. '

A new tactic developed in Malaysia, following the
circulation of Dr. Mahathir's letter, but an old trick
as far as Communists are concerned, because they have
tried it in Burma, is to write poison-pen letters. These purport

to come from one person to another, such as the one I saw
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in Trengganu on August 8th, which was suPposed tc:) hz:;t;
been written to me according to the typed sngrllature %
Secretary-General of the Alliance Party, Tan Sri T. H. Tan.

[ have never seen a letter of this kind before. In tgg
first place if the ‘Party’s Secrct_ary-Gcneral felt n:;once_rilt -
over something serious, he certainly would not ha\_re wri nlsf
{o me, but he would have come to se¢ mec. Th.ls is self-
evident to any intelligent person, but ne\:'ertheless it appea;s
that such poison-letters can carry weight among simple
people. i

This letter made charges against the Mll:tary, charges
<o heinous and disgusting as to shock ordinary men. 'I:he
letter accused our soldiers of breaking into homes,_rapmg
Chinese women, splitting their stomachs and cutting off
their breasts. Such a letter could only come from a ﬁer.ifl
or a maniac, but it has all the ear-marks of a Communist
propaganda ruse. .

Probably many such letters will find their way Into
the homes of Chinese. In this case, there were t_wo letters
circulated both in the same envelope. The first is thf: one
[ have just mentioned; the second in Bahasa Malaysia in-
cited the people to take over this country for the Malays.

It had a title, “In the Name of God™.

Whoever was responsible for orginating theselletters
made the foolish mistake of putting them _both.m one
envelope. The two letters showed that the.mtentlon was
to cause dissension and chaos by speaking with two voices,
but the mistake revealed that both voices came from the
same mouth.

On August 21st, when I was in Alor Sta}', 1 showed
the Press a copy of Communist circulars on pink foolscap
paper. Written in both Rumi and Jawi these had the
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heading “Kenangan untok Askar Melayu” (“Souvenir fi

Malay Soldiers™). Th
as a dictator. esc letters had cartoons depicting m

x HI::ltt\;ee;atheS cartoons were the names of the nisly
e ilmhn K;'lll Sardon', the Minister of Commerce an
T el it e Gt
J or of t Bahast

%Eal:u:t:é(a, fSYCd Nasir, an MP from Joh‘:::nrle).e ;V;f:i ‘
s é ks a former .Speaker of the Penang State Assembly,
Ji Sulaiman Palestine. The letters were posted in Ki r.}{

Lumpur to a recipient in Kedah

moveI c(.)c:;nar:if;niledbat the time that the letters were the lates
;e ed by the Communists, their associates K
o I;;or ners to topple the Government by inciting
ol i:es to take up arms against the Governm

people know that it is difficult for them to to

the Government, so
s % they must get the help of others to

o n(ﬁslilst:eetlt myself, 1f the loyal Chinese of this country
g w;;l (;J Communist propaganda or fear their thre -‘J'-
i be well. As between the Chinese and he
e 1s no real cause for quarrel, as they ha e
hap 3; ived together in the past. It is the Com "
ents who are trying to break up this happy assocl;:lu' ] ’

on,

backed up b 3
y the chauvini i
g nist extremist elements of both

So the problem in this i
country is not res ines
:;'oblem, as others are wont to say, becall;es:u{h: gh] ook
anda t::ole care _mair}]y only for their success in bu'
ir well-being in an atmosphere of law and Ordel-"“

But it is the other el
ements among the Chin ‘
support Mao Tse Tung who are opposed to Malayi; m
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These are the people and the ex-
ove who daily plan and work to
They are waiting for the day
il give them direct support.
ome remains to be seen—or
for the PKI to take over

all that she stands for.
tremists 1 mentioned ab
seize control of this country.
when Communist China wi
Whether that support will ever ¢
in the case of the extremist Malays
in Indonesia.

I once mentioned that if China were to invade Malaysia

[ would surrender. What I meant to convey was that since

this country is in no position to fight superior forces there

is no point in sacrificing the lives of innocent citizens in
Malaysia by turning the country into a battlefield. The
Malays as enemies oOf the Communists would be the first to

suffer, and what their fate would be is best left to the
if such a one-sided war should ever take place.

imagination,
ter of splitting stomachs, cutting

What was described in the let
busts and raping would happen.

While Communist China is the force behind the dis-
loyal Chinese elements in Malaysia I know that they are
helping too the Malay parties opposed to UMNO, though
the rank and file of these parties are not aware of it. There-
fore the loyal citizens of Malaysia are being hemmed in
on both sides by the Communists—on one side the mis-
guided Malays and the other the misled Chinese.

out, therefore, is to support the Govern-
o help strengthen all

t to meet the threat

The only way
ment in every possible manner, and t

the forces that can back the Governmen
of our constant enemies—the Communists. :
They nearly succeeded in the riots of May 13th, but

ness of the Government,

thanks be to God, and to the firm
to its confidence in itself, and to the support of the loyal
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citizens of Malaysia and to the good work of the Armed and
Security Forces, they failed. i

If we work together, and if we never cease to e
that we must be constantly on the alert, both as a nation
and individually, against any machinations, open or
clandestine, of the Communists in our midst, directed from
without, then we can defeat any internal threat to our pea "---!..l
security and happiness.

il

In our knowledge of these facts and resolute in our
faith in ourselves, if we are determined to overcome he
efforts of the Communists to subvert the people of this
country and their ways of life, then I have no doubt what-
ever that the loyalty of all the people will find its just
reward in creating once again for all time the happy
Malaysia we know and love, the kind of nation, the kind
of life, we all deep in our hearts desire.
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A DREAM AND AN OMEN

EIGHT days before the Elections and eleven days before
the Riots, on Friday May 2nd, the night of the full
moon, I had a most unusual dream.

In the dream I found myself in a back lane between
two rows of houses. The lane was narrow, slimy, sloshy,
dirty—the filth was such as I had never seen before. As
I stood there not knowing what to do, sewer rats as large
as medium-size cats, swarmed out from the drain on the
left side, coming up the middle of the lane, and started

to eat the dirt.

They appeared quite ferocious, gnawing away at the
filth. T tried to make my way out to the other s1d.e of the
lane not infested by them, when all of a sudden du:ty blue
flies buzzed out from a drain on the right, covering the
free area. It appeared to me that my way was blocked
altogether.

More rats and flies came out from both sides, so I
decided that the only thing to do was to go through them.
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Thinking that the rats would attack me, and with my arms
before my eyes and face, I tried to push my way throu
the swarm of blue flies, rather than go among the ra
The blue flies winged and buzzed all round me and p ed
me for a little distance, but finally T managed to steer clear
of them and walked out on to a clean road and into clear
fresh air, and sighed with relief. ]

When 1 woke up from my dream I was at a loss to
understand its meaning. I mentioned it to my wife, asking
her if she could find an answer to this strange awful dream

3

of mine. She said she could not give me an answer but

obviously the dream portended some evil that would cause
me deep trouble, '

To my mind rats and blue flies are the two dirtiest
animals or pests in the world, so my dream must have
signified something serious to happen. 1 told my wife 1
felt T had enemies who were out to harm me, or at least
to block my way to peace and happiness. I immediately
jotted down notes in my pocket diary, so that later on I

could know from any future events what this dream could
mean. :

| During the next few days I kept on wondering what
in fact the sewer rats and the blue flies might represent.
The whole dream was too vivid, too symbolic of some bad
and dire unknown beings at work for me to ignore it.

Then, on the morning of Election Day, after my first
prayer something else happened which worried me, too.
As I rose from my knees after prayer, my tasbeh (prayer
beads) caught on the corner of the table, broke, strewing
the beads all over the floor.

This again must mean some unhappy event to follow,
I had used those beads for many years as part of my after-
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prayer ritual and nothing like this had ever happened before.
Why should they break now, and on this particular morning,
the day of the Election? 1 began to feel worried with
these strange happenings; perhaps they carried some omen
that was neither favourable nor good.

Now I know what my dream was intended to convey.
The rats must represent the Malaysian Communists or their
followers and supporters and all the bad elements.

These people started the funeral procession on May
9th, and as I have related earlier, they tried to provoke
incidents in that procession so as to prevent the elections
taking place. They did not succeed in doing so, but they
managed to create animosity which left the taste and
smell of blood in the air. They injected the idea of racial
conflict, and it was their actions which eventually sparked
off the conflagration of May 13th. In other words by
sowing the wind they were now to reap the whirlwind.

Perhaps I might explain that it is never the intention
of the Chinese Communists to create racial disturbances
or conflict as such, but the results of their actions always
end this way. Why? Because the Malays refuse to take
orders from them, so a clash with Malays opposed to them
leads to racial strife and violence.

This was shown in Penang when the Communists gave
orders for a hartal; the Malays ignored it, and when they
attacked the Malays, other Malays came to their help, and
the whole fracas turned into a racial conflict. Instead
of harming the Government, which was their aim, the boy-
cott brought about a clash between the Malays and Chinese,
and this was not their intention. In these ways the
Communists persistently meet with obstruction to their plans
so far as the Malays are concerned.
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Much the same thing happened again on the day o
the funeral. The intention was to demonstrate against th
Government, but in doing so they hurt the feelings of the
Malays whose reactions were if they considered this was
their Government then by condemning the Government
also condemned themselves. The Malays are naturally antis
Communist, and it never seems to dawn on the Chinese
Communists that this is always so. The number who believe
in their ideology among the Malays is negligible.

On May 12th Dr. Tan Chee Khoon and his party
members held their parade to celebrate their Party's
“victory”, in which the DAP joined with them. The pro-
cession as planned went alright but it was after it had
ended that the rank and file became unruly and mis-
behaved themselves. Their jubilation was accompanied by
indecent gestures, insults and tirades which played right inta
the hands of the sewer rats.

The combination of the Communist funeral procession
on Friday and the “victory” celebration of the Gerakan
and the DAP on Monday jointly provoked the most violent
demonstration that had ever been seen in the peaceful
city of Kuala Lumpur. This sequence of demonstrations,
both provocative and mischievous, by the Chinese Com-
munists and these other parties gave clear meaning to the
enigma of my dream.

Now how about the blue bottle flies? On the night
of May 25th one of the Residency servants brought me
a message that Dato Syed Esa Almanoer, an old friend,
wanted to speak to me on the telephone. When I picked up
the phone it was not his voice, but that of another person
speaking in a disguised tene and in English. He told me
that twenty members of UMNO were holding a meeting
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at that time at a certain place and they had already reached
a decision. This decision was to ask me to step down.

I tried to make out whose voice it was, but I could not.
When I asked him who he was he refused to divulge his
name, so I told him, “Go to Hell”. Phone calls of this
nature were repeated for three or four nights. When the
unknown caller was informed that 1 was not available he
told the servant answering the telephone to tell me to step
down as I was not wanted any more in UMNO and in the

Government.

Then on June 6th, the day I was due to go into
hospital, “Utusan Melayu” published a report which carried
the comments of certain members of UMNO to the effect
that it was wise for the MCA to keep out of the Cabinet.
I persuaded those concerned not to say anything more
for fear that it might cause further dissension and would in
consequence interfere with the administration. Any more
communal issues raised at this juncture might jeopardise

peace.

After some time, actually on June 18th, I received
the letter from Dr. Mahathir, to which I have already
referred. This letter was later found circulated in thou-
sands. Its tone and content could have no other meaning than
to condemn me in public and arouse feelings of hatred

for me.

This hate campaign going on against me shocked the
loyal Malays in general, and members of UMNO in particular.
I myself came under severe testing. There was tension in
the party which could easily have led to the break-up of
UMNO. Good sense, however, prevailed, and the UMNO
Ex. Co. expelled Dr. Mahathir.
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The matter did not rest there. The persecution against
me continued. More scurrilous letters were posted and
circulated. The blue-bottle flies were following me, and
they are still buzzing around.

The broken beads, I now understand, symbolise the
broken peace, the shattering of harmony between the various
races. Rats can be killed, flies can be ignored, and beads
can be restrung. Let us pray that after all these trials
and tribulations, this disaster which we have encountered

and its aftermath, will be lessons to all of us.

In the first place the administration had in fact been
too tolerant in its attitude to law and order. We should
never have allowed the dead body of the Labour Party
youth to be kept in the House of the Dead in Jalan Sultan
in the centre of Kuala Lumpur but should have had it
taken back to his own village of Kepong for burial.

The intentions of the Labour Party were obvious:
they wanted to flout the law and commit a breach of the
peace. The manner in which they conducted the funeral
procession clearly showed their motives and intentions.
They had even asked for their procession to be held on
Election Day. If that had been allowed there might not
have been any election in Kuala Lumpur at all. No matter
on what day the funeral was held its effect would be bad
on the country as a whole as it would stir up anti-Govern-
ment feeling.

This being so, and the funeral having taken place, w
the Gerakan and the DAP should never have followed up
by holding their “victory” parade. The manner in which
they celebrated their victory could have had only one result.
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Simply stated that was exactly what happened, and 1 hold
these parties equally responsible for the trouble that erupted.

That this victory procession should be followed up by
another by UMNO on May 13th was inevitable, as other-
wise the party members would be demoralised after the
show of strength by the Opposition and the insults that had
been thrown at them. So what followed subsequently, the
riots of May 13th, was deplorable, regrettable and in-
excusable.

In the second place, during the election campuign
democracy had been mocked and the Constitution derided,
scorned and violated by all parties in the Opposition. Their
leaders conducted the campaign without any regard for
and showed complete disrespect for the Constitution, the
nation’s charter of democracy.

In fact all of them spoke as if there was no Consti-
tution at all in the country. Speakers on the DAP plat-
form were heard to say that if they got into power they
would deprive the Malays of their rights. There were
many other utterances in regard to multi-lingualism and
other racial issues which were equally thoroughly and ab-
solutely objectionable. Many things said by Gerakan and
DAP members were most provocative, conveying only one
possible impression to the Malays and that was if the
Opposition won the Malays would be put in their “proper
place” in this country.

As against this Opposition campaign there was the
behaviour of the PMIP who wanted to take over the whole
country for the Malays. According to the PMIP, while
they would tolerate the presence of others, they would not
allow them to be given any share in the administration
or any rights in the country.
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On the other hand the Alliance Party stood firmly.
and religiously by the Constitution as the result of which
we became the target for attack from all sides. The
election results, however, proved one thing. In spite of the
tirades and attacks made against the Alliance and the
Constitution of this country in the course of the campaign,
the people nevertheless returned the Alliance into power.
This is a strong and definite indication that the people of
Malaysia support the Alliance because they look upon the
party as the custodian of our Constitution—defender of the
charter of liberty, individual rights and security.

What then should we do to ensure that our Consti-
tution will be honoured? The Constitution, which is the
very basis of our independence, the foundation on which
we built our nation, should always be upheld and we must
defend and protect it with all the strength at our command.

I understand that in the United States of America
all parties taking part in the election agree not to discuss
their Constitution. It is treated as a sacred document,
and never allowed to become a bone of contention during
an election campaign or at any other time. There is
a proper time and place for any discussion of this all-
important charter of American liberty, and the deep respect
all Americans show for their Constitution is the way we
should honour our Constitution, too.

There are clauses in our Constitution which provide
for certain procedures to make amendments, but amendments
have only been made in respect of administration and
national security where and when the needs demanded.

If we are to prevent a recurrence of May 13th—and is
there a true Malaysian anywhere who is not resolved on
this?—the Election Law must be amended to provide that
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no terms of the Constitution should be raised in elections.arfd
if any party or individual should commit an offence in
respect of this then they should be made to pay the. penalty
Only in this way can we ensure that democracy w:l} wor?(.

It is not right for those taking part in elections in
this country to make a mockery of democracy or to abuse
it. If they show no respect or no regard whatsoever for
the spirit and letter of the Constitution then they should
have no right to contest elections in the name of democracy.
Candidates who do contest must be made to take an o_ath
that they will honour and obey and uphold the Constitgtgon,
and if they will not do so, then they should be prohibited
from taking part in the elections.

May 13th is a lasting reminder to us all how dangerous
it can be to disregard the Constitution and to play about
with the sensitivities, traditions and customs of the various
races, especially in our highly mixed society of so many
races and creeds.

After all, is not our own past as a nation, though only
a brief twelve years, a lasting proof that in our very diversity
lies our fundamental strength? When we founded our
nation we realised this truth for we adopted as the official
motto of our country “Bersatu Bertambah Mutu” (“Unity
is Strength”). The success we have won, the prestige we
have earned throughout the world, are not due to the
efforts of only one race, but of all the races in Malaysia,
of all the people who are proud to call themselves
Malaysians.

History and geography have made this lar.ld of ours
unique in many ways, as here three of the main races of
Asia mingle and merge in one home. Working together,
living together as of one mind and together we have 1?1ade
this country our homeland and our nation. Our National
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Anthem, “Negara Ku”, is a proof of our firm determination
to live and work together for the glory of our land.

We have every reason to be proud of what we have
already achieved. Overcoming all difficulties we have
through unity and harmony, through co-operation and good-
will, achieved progress and prosperity unparralleled among
the new nations of the world, so much so that Malaysia
is the envy of less happier lands.

Surely our past experience shared in common is the
soundest guide of all to our future as one nation and
people. Let us, therefore, reach out to even brighter
horizons by building on the lessons of our past.

I cannot emphasise enough that we must continue to
learn to live together, and to learn from one another in a
spirit of tolerance, understanding and mutual respect, how
best we can maintain harmony and peace. We must depend
on ourselves, be self-reliant not only as a nation but as
individuals. We must have unshakeable faith in that what
we have done so far we can still do better. As long as we
realise that unity in diversity is the secret of our success,
we have nothing to fear.

Our friends and allies—the British, the Australians and
the New Zealanders—who had helped us in the difficult
periods of the Malayan Communist Party uprising and
Soekarno’s confrontation will soon leave our shores on an
undertaking that they will come to our aid when such aid
is needed. Conditions preceding such aid are necessarily
required and these are to be agreed to between all parties.

In the meantime we must first strengthen our own
defences, in other words, besides providing ourselves with
arms, planes and ships, we must be united, determined and
ready to face any enemy from whatever source it may
come.
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We are also seeking friendship with our neighbours in
our search for security and peace. What hope is there for
us to win friends if within our own shores we are unable
to make and maintain friendship among ourselves?

We must stick to friends who are tried and true, for
in this way only can we know friends from foes. This
we can achieve by being constantly alert to the dangers
in our midst from those who do not wish us well, from
those who seck to undermine our unity and happiness, our
prosperity and peace.

We cannot afford to think in terms of power and might,
but there are no limits to moral strength, to unity of mind
and purpose, and these are the weapons (o use, the only
ones we have, against perils from either within or without.

If we fail to realise this as we unfortunately did in the
tragic month of May, then we are inviting disaster on our
own heads. There is no reason at all why this should
ever be so. May 13th is a lesson we can never forget, for
it has revealed the dangers of complacency and exposed
weaknesses to be overcome.

On that day we stood on the brink of despair, because
we had not been true to ourselves. With determination
and will, confidence and trust, let us therefore resolve that
we shall never have to face again such a moment of truth.
Let us resolve to defend our democracy and the way of life
we know and we love.

So I pray to God in His infinite mercy that He will
help us to bring back to this country for all time the
goodwill, the harmony, the peace and the friendliness which
everyone in Malaysia enjoyed before the fatal day of May
13th. :






