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THE JEWS OF SHANGHA
LHEMNHRKA

The legacy of the Hongkou ghetto is just one part of the multi-faceted history of the Jews
in Shanghai, The Sephardic Jews came first to the city, arriving as early as the second
half of the 19th century from British ruled areas like Baghdad, Bombay and Hong Kong

— notably, the Sassoons, Hardoons and Kadoories. Then came the Russian Jews fleeing
pogroms of the 1880°s and early 1900's, and finally, European Jews, especially Central
European Jews, escaping the Nazis in the 1930°s. During World War I1, Shanghai was
home to around 31,000 Jews, making it the largest Jewish community in the Far East, It
had its own associations, synagogues, schools, hospitals, clubs, cemeteries, chamber of
commerce, publications and active political groups such as the Zionist party, Between
1903 and 1949 Shanghai boasted more than 50 Jewish newspapers and magazines
published in English, Russian, German, French, Chinese, Japanese, Polish, Hebrew and
Yiddish.

Following World War 11, the Jewish community dispersed around the world - to Israel, the
United States, Canada and Australia, until by 1948, the Jewish population had dwindled
to around 10,000, In 1948, Israel evacuated several ships of Jews from Shanghai as Mao
Zedong's Red Army crept closer. After October 1949, the Chinese government began
repatriating Jews, so that by 1957, only about 100 Jews remained in Shanghai. The last
member of the Jewish community died in Shanghai in 1982, Presently, around 500 Jews
from different countries reside in Shanghai, most of them businessmen, journalists or
diplomats.
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19574 RAHL00AHE L, A AT LE, M4 LEEAEEHRELAY The Explore Shanghai Heritage Group was established in 2003 in the

0L, FAMEAL, HAIART, context of the rapidly changing Shanghai urban landscape, and ad-

dresses the conservation of architectural heritage. It aims to promote the
I understanding, protection and care of Shanghai’s heritage to all its resi-
dents and visitors. Tours, lectures, and brochures for self exploration of
heritage marked buildings are provided by ESH. The group committee
meets on a monthly basis, to hear updates on the environment of heri-
tage sites in Shanghai, to listen to former residents who have returned to
explore their family heritage in architecture, and to exchange viewpoints
on promoting cultural tourism, including house museums and historical
homes of significance to Shanghai’s history.
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SHANGHAI'S FTORMER JEWISH CHETTO
REG BRAWMBELS R

In the decade prior to World War II, Shanghai was one of the few cities in the world
generously accepting immigrants without passports, Between 1933 and 1941, more than
30,000 Jewish refugees, primarily from Germany, Austria, Poland, Czechoslovakia and
Hungary arrived in Shanghai. Although visas were not required for entry into Shanghai,
Jews needed visas for the transit countries or final destinations, in order to leave Europe.
Among the many diplomats who saved countless lives were Jan Zwartendijk 1940 Dutch
Honorary Consul and the Japanese Consul Chiune Sugihara, (1939-1940) both in Kaunas/
Lithuania; He Fengshan (Ho Feng-Shan), (1938-1940) Chinese Consul General in Vienna
and the Swedish Diplomats, Per Anger and Raoul Wallenberg (1944) in Budapest.

When the Japanese took over the International Settlement on December 8, 1941 Americans,
British and other ‘enemy nationals’ were placed in hastily constructed camps around the
city. However, former residents of Nazi occupied Europe and stateless people, such as
White Russians and Jewish refugees, were not placed in camps. When Nazi Colonel Josef
Meisinger applied pressure on the Japanese to evoke the "final solution™ to the Jewish
refugees of Shanghai, the Japanese responded with the milder action of ghettoizing them

in a restricted area of north Shanghai. On February 18, 1943, the Japanese authorities
proclaimed the ‘Designated area for Stateless Persons™ ordering all refugees who had
arrived in Shanghai after 1937 to move into the ghetto area within a month. In May 1943,
about 8,000 people were moved into a small area of Hongkou (Hongkew) already occupied
by 10,000 refugees and 100,000 Chinese.

It is likely that the Japanese chose this area of Hongkou as the restricted area due to its
proximity to the Ward Road Prison which accommodated numerous prisoners of war and
due to its proximity to the dockyards, oil tanks and a radio station, as the Japanese assumed
that the allies would not target the ghetto or prison for bombing, thus protecting the military
facilities. The only incidence occurred when American fighter pilots accidentally bombed
the area on July 17, 1945, resulting in several hundred civilians being wounded as well as
casualties.

Although the area is referred to as The Jewish Ghetto, it was technically a “Designated
Area for Stateless Persons,” Refugees were required to reside there, but could move about
to other parts of the city with an authorized official pass. Because many of the exiles were
highly talented professionals - teachers, editors, reporters, writers, painters, musicians
and sportsmen - they opened the Shanghai Jewish Youth Association School (Kadoorie
School) on East Yuhang Road, organized soccer teams, built up a mobile library, created
drama groups, hosted a radio show, started bands and even a table tennis club, Dozens

of magazines and newspapers were published including Yiddish books and calendars, the
German-language Jewish magazine, “Gelbe Post”, and the “Shanghai Jewish Chronicle”
(1939-1949), the longest running German language Jewish newspaper. Refugees in the
Hongkou ghetto generally fared better than ‘enemy nationals’, or the British and Americans,
in the internment camps.

Today, the area known as Tilangiao retains many of the buildings and places that played
akey role in the lives of the refugees in this safe haven during the War years. In 2003,

in recognition of its national and international significance, the Shanghai government
proclaimed Tilangiao one of Shanghai’s 12 historic conservation zones. In 2005, a
Conservation Plan and Master Plan prepared by the National Research Centre of Historic
Cities under Professor Ruan Yisan, received official endorsement. The Conservation Plan
identifies historic features of the area, provides policies to protect them and guidelines for

future development.
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ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

BEtas A BEXRERER

Most of the area’s building stock dates from the period of the former Shanghai is a city with many layers of history and many stories that can be told
International Settlement in the early 20th century. The architecture is from multiple perspectives. One of the aims of “Explore Shanghai Heritage” is
predominantly ‘Queen Anne’ style: - featuring face brickwork in contrasting to help unlock some of these diverse personal narratives through the Oral History
red and black colours; Dutch gables; along with Dutch gables, dormers, Program.

and towers, with elaborate timber

detailing. Some of the Chinese residents of Tilangiao who accommodated the influx of
Jewish people during WWII, and helped them, are still living in the area. In
LB A A B T 208 A, 2008, “Explore Shanghai Heritage” commenced the Oral History project to
4t b R s A A record the everyday stories of these Chinese people. If you know of anyone
LERETRERLIRGE, HHE who would be willing to tell their story of the Jewish Ghetto years and have
HrreiB A e S 2 E dmek, WL it recorded on tape, to be carefully archived for future generations, please
BAZ X, EE, S8 contact ESH at exploreshanghai @ gmail.com. Any contact will be gratefully
Hrfm A AR A B acknowledged as a valuable contribution towards understanding the stories of all

those who lived through the years of Shanghai’s Jewish ghetto. The stories can
be recorded in any language, and kept confidential if requested.
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JEWIsH MEMORIAL PROJECT
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Prior to the 1960s, there were four Jewish cemeteries in Shanghai with some
3,700 Jewish graves. In 1958, the western cemeteries in Shanghai, including
the Jewish sites, were moved out of town to the Qingpu district where an
International Cemetery was created. This International Cemetery was destroyed
in the 1960s, with the gravestones becoming scattered around the city.

Since 2001, Israeli Journalist and Shanghai resident, Dvir Bar-Gal, has been
on a mission to locate the lost tombstones. To date, he has recovered 80
headstones, all of which have been documented, safely stored, and the details
placed on his website, www.shanghaijewishmemorial.com . Bar-Gal is now
seeking to create a Jewish Memorial site in Shanghai that will provide a

permanent resting place for the recovered tombstones.
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Ohel Moishe

Synagogue
BHLE

62 Changyang Rd
K ak625

Founded in 1907, Ohel Moishe
was the original Ashkenazi
synagogue for Orthodox
Russian and German Jews in
Shanghai. It moved to the cur-
rent site on Changyang Road
in 1927 and ceased operating
as a synagogue after 1949.
The building was reconstruct-
ed by the Hongkou district government and re-opened as a Museum in 2008 with
a separate wing interpreting Jewish history in Shanghai.
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Ward Road Heim
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138 Changyang Rd
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Housing over 1000 refugees, the camp,
created in 1939, was the largest in
Shanghai later becoming a hospital.
The “Heim" kept a vegetable garden
and operated a kitchen for refugees,
under the management of Austrian
Jewish refugee, Julius Weinberger. A
portion of the “Heim” was demolished
in 2009 for road widening,
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Shanghai Municipal Gaol (Ward Road Gaol)
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147 Changyang Rd
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The Shanghai Municipal Gaol was built by the Shanghai Municipal Council in
four stages between 1901 and 1928, It was one of the largest prisons in Asia,
with 11 cell blocks containing 920 cells, plus workshops, hospital, cafeteria and
administration. Occupied by the Japanese army in 1942, and then the Republican
Government in 1945, it became a “Justice Institute to imprison and re-educate
criminals” after Liberation. Note the art-deco entrance gateway with its multi-
stepped panels of contrasting render and face brickwork focusing the eye inwards
to the central prison doors.
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Little Vienna
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Zhoushan Rd
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Known as “Little Vienna” for its shops selling European goods, Chusan Road
was the most prosperous commercial street in Tilangiao, and served as the major
neighbourhood for Jewish refugees.
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Shanghai Jewish
Refugees Memorial
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Huoshan Park (Wayside Park)
118 Huoshan Road
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Established in 1917, Wayside Park
functioned as a major gathering
place for the Jewish community.
Located within Wayside Park, the
Memorial Stone commemorates
(in Chinese, Hebrew and English)
the area’s role as “haven for state-
less refugees”. The monument
was erected for the visit of Israeli
PM Yitzhak Rabin in 1993,
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The Joint Distribution
Committee (JDC) premises
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119 & 121 Huoshan Road
ELeE1195 /01215

The American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee (JDC), the largest internation-
al organization assisting Jewish people in
the 1940’s, organized relief programs for
Shanghai’s refugees from this building.

E R A HUF £ 4R 208 405 A0R KA Eh I AR ROAD B FRALE, 3
R &




Broadway Theatre and
Mascot Roof Garden
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57 Huoshan Road
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Broadway Theater was a venue for the Jewish community’s religious services
between 1939 and 1945,

Above the theatre was the “Mascot Roof Garden™, a popular meeting place in the
1930°s and 40’s.
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Wiener Cafe Restaurant Delikat
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Once a popular meeting place of this area, the site of the “Little Vienna Caté” is
now an office space.
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Atlantic Café and Horn’s Imbiss-Stube
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127 Haimen Road
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In 2009, the building which once housed the Atlantic café and “Horn's Imbiss-
Stube™ was demolished for road widening. The painted signs, miraculously
undisturbed for 60 years, were removed by the Shanghai government and stored
for safe-keeping.
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Eastern Theater
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144 Haimen Road
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The “Shanghai Musicians Association”,
a Jewish chamber orchestra and choir
performed here from 1940 to 1945.
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Jewish Community of
Central European Jews
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No. 22, Lane 416 Tangshan Road
ALk 4167225

Established in 1939, the Jewish Com-
munity of Central European Jews
was the largest society dealing with
Jewish refugee affairs in Shanghai.
During Japanese occupation, it was
the only refugee organization dealing
directly with the Japanese authori-
ties. After WWII the society helped
organize the repatriation of Jewish
refugees.
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Kadoorie School

Shanghai Jewish Youth Association School
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627 East Yuhang Road
o

Established with funding from Horace Kadoorie in 1937, the Kadoorie School
moved to this premises in 1942. It had two kindergartens and 4 classrooms
accommodating around 600 students. When Kadoorie was interned as a POW
(prisoner of war) by the Japanese, the school was run by the Jewish Community
of Central European Jews. Only the original school gates remain.
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