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The Self-governance of Mediaeval Cities in Western Europe;
A sociological Analysis on the Tradition of Government in

Accordance with a System of Law in Western Society
LE] Yong
(University at Frankfurt am Main, Frankfurt am Main 60325, Germany)

Abstl'act‘; The social order in the civil society in Western Europe betwtaen the 11th century and 15th century
differed strikingly from that established in a feudal society or by churche;, which advanced and emphasized a secular
right to liberty in western society. Mediaeval times witnessed a rational legal system, i.e. city law was gradually ap-
plied in self-governed cities to realize “justice. ” After the activities and administrative acts of the cities were under
the regulation of a set of rational rules, a self-governance legal system came into being which secured a judicial pro-
cedure for the self-governance of the cities.
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