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A society is defined as much by how it comes to terms with its past
as by its attitude toward the future: its memories are no less
revealing than its aims. Although we Mexicans are preoccupied—or,
more accurately, obsessed—with our past, we lack a clear idea of
who we have been. What is more serious, we have no desire to
know. We live between myth and negation; we enshrine certain
periods, we forget others. These exclusions are significant; just as
there is psychic censorship, there is historical censorship. Our
history is a text in which some passages are written in black ink and
others in invisible ink.

Octavio Paz, Sor Juana
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History in a Broken Mirror: Reflections on the Writings of
Fisheries in Taiwan

Pingyi Chu

Institute of History and Philology, Sinica Academia

This paper examines historical documents related to fisheries written
by scholars and bureaucrats involved in the administration of fisheries. The
bureaucrats of fisheries tended to employ statistics, charts, and chronology
to compose their stories. Despite the seemingly objective representation,
their narratives are also ideologicaly charged; they attempt to legitimate the
subjugating relationship between Taiwan and China after 1945. Scholarly
works in this area focus more on the relationship between fishery practices
and the life of fishermen. These different genres of writing emerge from
various social fields, orchestrating various historical senses and facts
arising from the multifarious experience of the writers. While these voices
may echo or cancel each other, this paper does not intend to privilege any
of them, in this way attempting to preserve the diversified historical

experience of the agents. History, after all, is not a commemoration for the
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deceased but a toolkit for the living. The history of fisheries is no

exception.

Keywords: Taiwan, fisheries, historiography



