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Abstract

This thesis is a study of “Working Committee of Taiwan Province”(abbreviated
to WCTP below) secretly developed by Communist Party of China in early post-war
Taiwan. | investigate this contentious collective action form the “meaning mediation”
perspectives.

Following the time sequence a participant involved in the action, | start the
discussion from the origins of the indignation of the potential participants in early
post-war Taiwan; then turn to the recruiters’ mobilization strategies and the images
participants received. Through the investigation of the meaning construction process,
| would point out that Taiwanese people who witnessed the new government’s
behavior and held great expectations toward the motherland at the beginning quickly
turned to utter despair; such transformation has its double cultural origins. The
political socialization in the period of Japan rule and the transformation of the horizon
of expectation triggered by the “retrocession” played the necessary role of cultural
origin of this rebound. WCTP didn’t focus on the ideological propaganda of
Marxist-Leninist dogma, nor did they insist on the enemy identification along the
social class axis. On the contrary, they use highly elastic strategies of mobilization to
recruit allies according to the fury and context of Taiwanese society. For the WCTP,
anything helpful for the boundary work between CPC and KMT is a useful tool to
expand their organization.

Then, in order to explore the action of participants in WCTP, | turn to the
activities and goals after their involvement with the organization. To sustain the
member’s loyalty toward WCTP and organization’s safety, WCTP adapts specific
organizational techniques to transform the participants’ existential situation into
relative closure one so as to efficiently control the information inside the organization.
Through the rituals and repeated operations of daily activities in the organization,
participants gradually possess the quality an underground revolutionary needs. Based
on this foundation, WCTP could reliably execute CPC’s commands.

In path with the development of Chinese civil war, after the Hong Kong
conference in 1948, WCTP initiated a series of so-called social movements to pick out



activists among movements and to raise the prestige in the communities. At the late
autumn of 1949, when CPC started to envisage the war against KMT retreated to
Taiwan, WCTP immediately proceeded with the corresponding work in preparation.
Once CPC had attacked KMT, WCTP would assist the Chinese People's Liberation
Army, take over production facilities, and maintain order of localities. In short, the
acts of WCTP could be called a series of revolutionary action in preparation.

In summary, this thesis suggests that only from the study of the experience in
Japan rule period and the changes after WWII could we grasp the special historical
and cultural context the participants of WCTP embedded. Second, it is the
investigation into the organizational life and revolutionary activities facilitates the
adequately qualification of WCTP as a revolutionary organization.

Keywords: Working Committee of Taiwan Province (WCTP), white terror,
revolution, contentious politics, meaning mediation
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