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Introduction to Malaysia Democratization
Kun-Lu Wu
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On 9, May 2018, citizens in Malaysia completed the unexpected
political transition, ended sixty-year reign of the Barisan Nasional
coalition government. In the past 20 years, they have been striving for
more freedom and political rights through social movements. A connected
network cultivating cross-ethnic links among various civil society forces,
with independent media, has led to the open arena of public opinion,
the formation of a political tsunami, and the final completion of regime
turnover. Facing the challenge of the status quo of internal ethnic groups,
religions, and parties, competed political forces are full of differences in
the interpretation of constitutionalism, that is why the transparency of
the prospects for democratization remains low, and the Pakatan Harapan
government lost power in 22 months.

This issue is a contribution of articles from unique perspectives to
draw attention unto the causes and the scenarios of the democratization in

Malaysia.

Keywords: Malaysia Democratization, Civil Society, Election, Regime

Transformation
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