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Notes on Homeless People in Taipei

Po-fen TAI
Department of Sociology

Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract
Marx described the proletariat as surplus labor in a capitalist society,
I and Benjamin defined the underclass as Flaneur. In this paper I draw on
ethnographic information on homeless people in the W district of Taipei to
address these ideas. Homeless people (which Bauman refers to as the “new
poor”) not only represent a population of individuals who are excluded from
the labor market, but also consumers who cannot satisfy their individual
needs and desires. In reference to the underclass, homeless people include
marginalized citizens, the working poor, and people who engage in deviant
behaviors—roles needed for boundary maintenance. As deficient consumers,
some of the homeless people may be given work in place of relief subsidies,
and thus experience degradation in collective consumption. Some become
fldneurs who escape from their families and travel within their home cities.
This study is an atfempt to clarify how homeless people develop specific

survival strategies.

Keywords: Homelessness, Work, Consumption, Poverty, New Ethnography
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Spatial Movement in Taipei City for

People with Visual Impairments

Abstract

The moving experiences of people
with visual impairments in cities are
affected by the interaction between body,
technological objects, social relations,
spatial planning and design, ete. From
perspectives of environmental psychology,
existing disability literature has been

focused on the environmental barrier and

regards people with visual impairments as

victims of social and spatial structure.

Based on

in-depth interviews and

B

observation, this research tries to identify
and analyze the various characteristics of
the body, strategies and agency of
mobiiity, as well as body identity and

resistance for people with visual
disability.
Keywords: people with visual

impairments, spatial movement, spatial

cognition, Orientation and Mobility
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17 /MEBIRERAE ?  AEEEETH0OT URBRA
ZH - SAEFTEA  WIUEBRE - ETFEYHZERM - &
£#Cooper Marcus (2000) 1y (KB » BRAN—EHT) -
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EREVEE) o B0 TERLMREVERRE 0 (RER-AE1?7 . o X
W2 sHA R A NFRES B R IRE ARG S  /RETDER ¢
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WEHINERFROORY » HRE 2
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BRI R S0 HO B REERES » FEALEIE ? AR L -
FRIRAX Burawoy(1991b)ATH HAYZE {#{E R i (extended case method) * X
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