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Rose Amongst the Throns. Malaysia's
Independent Media Movement and its Resilience

Teck-Peng Chang”
ABSTRACT

This article provides an account of Malaysia's independent media
movement. It begins with a discussion of the legal control and the monop-
oly of media ownership in Malaysia, hence that one may better understand
the harsh environment for press freedom in which the independent media has
budded and evolved. This article then analyzes how the changes of political
atmosphere in the past decade have made independent media popular, and
how the members of public have widely accepted them. As the Mandarin
Chinese language is not the official common language for Malaysians and
there is a very limited number of Chinese independent media, a narrowly-
focused discussion on whether the so-called “Ethnic-Chinese media’ or
“Chinese-language media’ might possibly limit the cases of reference and
inhibit a holistic understanding of the Malaysian media environment. Under
such circumstances, the discussion also includes the experience of non-

Chinese actors.
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