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The Role and Impact of Local Autonomic

Development in Central-Local Election Repeal

— The Case of Linnei Township Chief, Yunlin County

Kuo-Yu Han'

Peking University

Abstract

The government system of Taiwan has been centralized for a long time. The
resource distribution has always been focused on the center, and locality doesn’t have
relative autonomic power. Following the political freedom and liberated democracy, the
government system gradually developed toward regionalism. In time, local government
gained the power to make policies, and through the implementation of election,
autonomy could be carried out step by step.

Through long-term observation and contact with politics, basic local election is
extensively drawn in to the development of autonomy. This research is mainly to study:
1. How would the system side and non-system side of election affect the functioning of
autonomic development? 2. What is the role and impact of autonomic development in
central election? 3. With reference to the case of the repeal of the Chief of Linnei
Township, Yunlin County, to discuss and explain if the local government’s limits of
autonomous authority will be interfered with, if the government executes autonomy
issues. Is the direction of local public opinion and local government’s policies different?
How can public opinion affect the government’s policies through political means like
election repeal? I will try to explain the development and role of autonomy in central
election’s political phenomenon.

In order to deal with the problem of carrying out autonomy, I personally think:

First of all, fulfilling autonomy takes concrete and practical analysis along with

" Kuo-Yu Han is Ph.D. candidate in the School of Government, Peking University, China.
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modification of laws by legislative institutions to build a complete system and
legislation. Second, in order to change the vicious circle of central election culture, the
crucial process should start with citizen education, building good citizenship and citizen

roll models, thus the practical application of autonomy can be fulfilled.

Keywords: local autonomy, limits of autonomic authority, citizen sense



