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This book highlights an episode in
Dr. Sun Yat Sen's career as leader of the
Chinese Republican Revolution, before

he became the first President of

the provisional government of China.

From Penang, Sun Yat Sen planned the
famous Second Guangzhou Uprising which
took place in southern China in

the spring of 1911.

Through the dedication of his Penang
supporters, the Nanyang Headquarters also
played an important role in shoring up the

Xinhai Revolution after the Wuchang

Uprising on 10th October, 1911.

The Nanyang Headquarters operated from
120 Armenian Street. From here, the Kwong
Wah Yit Poh was first published as a

revolutionary newspaper.

This house has been preserved to remember
the role that a group of people in Penang
played in the 1911 Chinese Revolution,

amajor event in world history.
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To my mother Linda Ch'ng Cheng Ee and

my sister Su Yin Mustier,
who have been ever so supportive of

my efforts to conserve the historic house

at 120 Armenian Street, and to the memor)
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Foreword
by Lynn Pan
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A portrait one might call ‘The Revolutionary’ should,
but does not, belong in the imaginary museum of
every Chinese. The cnteria would be too difficult to
set. This becomes apparent the moment you place
Mao Zedong next to Sun Yat Sen, two very different
revolutionanes. For one thing, the Father of the
Republic was extremely well-travelled while the
Father of the People’s Republic was a stay-at-home.
Mao did not make any excursions beyond China’s
borders until he was 56, and this was only to the
Soviet Union. Sun, on the other hand, crossed the
ocean from his native Guangdong to Hawai't when he
was still in hus teens.
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Thereafter you could trace his footsteps all over the
world, and he is remembered by museums, memonal
halls and exhibitions in a large number of places,
from Penang to Kobe. He went to these places to
further his revolutionary cause. Indeed, you might say
that he was China's first successful international
fund-raises, tapping the wealth and patnotic support
of Chinese living overseas.

Far from being greeted with a slammed door, he and
his associates found many supporters in Singapore
and Malaya. One of these associates, Wang Jingwei,
inspired so much admiration that a girl who heard
him speak in Penang, Chen Bijun, decided to follow
him to Beijing, becoming his accomplice in an
attempt on the life of the Manchu Prince Regent
there. The two married shortly after the dynasty feti
and the Republic of China was inaugurated. Their, ,
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union is but one of countless examples of the close
connections forged between the Chinese in China
and the Chinese overseas.

These and many other protagonists in the story of
Penang’s part in the Chinese revolution are featured
in Khoo Salma Nasution’s book. The book is doubly
interesting for the fact that it is as much about
Penang as it is about Sun’s revolution. What makes a
given dot on the map come alive is the people you
find there and why. Fascinatingly and usefully, the
book includes a 1920s map of George Town showing
the sites associated with Dr Sun and his supporters in
Penang. From one of these sites, 120 Armenian
Street, Salma has scraped the dust of decades, not
only restoring the historic building that stands on it
but researching its past to reveal its links to Sun’s
revolution as well as to her own family.

In this and other ways the book helps the people of
Penang to rediscover their own history. I commend it
to all those who believe, as I do, that heritage is what
provides the places where they live with so much of
their character and meaning.

Lynn Pan * Shanghai, August 2007
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Author’s Preface

It was a fortuitous coincidence that 120 Armenian
Street, the premises of the Tongmenghui Nanyang
Headquarters in 1910, was acquired by my materal
grandfather in the 1920s.

~ i ‘,‘u;‘.n,'ﬁ;kh

In 1991, the GTZ-MPPP tecam specarhcading
conscnation planning in George Town approached
me, as cditor of Pulau Pinang magasine, to rescarch
the local histoy of the Armeman Strect-Acheen
Street arca. Dunng our imvestigations, my co-
rescarcher Ong Seng Huat alerted me to the histonc
significance of the house.
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The following year, my late grandfather’s cstate went
on sale. Though I never grew up in 120 Armenan
Street, the house was of great sentunental value to
my mother who had Ined there dunng the Japanese
Occupation. In 1993, my famly bought the histonc
property to save it from an unknown fate I became
the custodian.

The house needed urgent repairs. My carpenter and |
asscmbled a motley crew of clderly  carpenters,
plasterers and panters, and we did our best to restore
the house with a small budget and plents of advice
from Malaysian and foreign consenation experts
The work was completed in January 1994.

In 2001, a pictorial exhibition was put up by mysclf,
Lim Caik Siang and Goh Mai Loon, based on
research by Ong Seng Huat. This exhibition was the
starting point for the present book.

SUN YAT SEN I1xn PENANG

I am aware that a great number of books and articles
have been written on Dr. Sun Yat Sen, covering, ..
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virtually every aspect of his life. Indeed, I do not
claim to present anything mew — a great many
scholars are far more knowledgeable than I on this
subject — but hope that this book will succeed in
introducing many locals and visitors to the story of
Dr. Sun Yat Sen in Penang.

The text is written in English, and translated into
Chinese by Tan Yau Chong. Lim Gaik Siang and Tan
Kim Hong have kindly checked both versions for
historical accuracy.

Mecant for a general audience, this narrative has been
somewhat simplificd, focusing on only a few central
characters. The local context is emphasized, using
period photographs and descriptions of Penang. \We
regret the fact that there are currently no known
photographs placing Dr. Sun Yat Sen in Penang;
perhaps they will emerge one day.

For the present account, [ have relied heavily on Prof.
Yen Ching-hwang’s seminal work, The Overseas
Chinese and the 1911 Revolution (1976) as well as his
later wntings.

I wish to thank friends and fellow rescarchers Chang
Eng Bee, Goh Mai Loon, Kim Phaik Lah, Lim Gaik
Siang, Ong Seng Huat, Tan Kim Hong and Teoh
Shiaw Kuan, for sharing their knowledge and
materials with me. I am grateful to Prof. Yen Ching-
hwang, Kwong Wah Yit Poh Berhad, Lynn Pan,
Geoffrey Wade, Malcolm Wade, Dr. Cheah Jin Seng
and Teresa Kam for the use of illustrations, and to
Victor Sun, Percival Sheperdson and Heimun Miksic
for their kind assistance.
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INTRODUCTIOIN

DR. SUN YAT SEN
AND THE 1911
CHINESE REVOLUTION

Sun Wen, known as Dr. Sun Yat Sen to the
West and Sun Zhongshan to the Chinese.

His Japanese alias was Nakayama.




The Young Revolutionary

Sun Yat Sen alias Sun
Zhongshan alias Sun
Wen was born in 1866 in
Chuiheng Village,
Xiangshan District,

Guangdong Province, a
short distance north of
Macao.

As a youth, he went to
live with his brother Sun

Mei: in Hawai’i and

Sun Yat Sen, aged 17, with a attended school there
skull cap concealing his He then studied
Manchu hairstyle. : !
medicine in the Hong
Kong College of Medicine for Chinese (the
forerunner of The University of Hong Kong) and
worked as a medical doctor in Guangzhou (Canton)

and Macao.

Early in his revolutionary career — in 1894 — Dr. Sun
formed the Xing Zhong Hui (Revive China Society)
in Honolulu. The following year, he staged his first

o ota : v
z uprising in China, and when that failed, the Qing
z government put a price on his head.
- | A :
> Dr. Sun then took the first boat out of Hong Kong
a and found himself in Kobe, Japan. There, he made a
< break with the past by cutting off his queue, growinjg,
z a moustache and putting on modemn clothes. His ne
Z appearance was the first step to becoming
international revolutionary. R
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English-speaking world.

From 1895 until 1912,

In 1896, while Dr. Sun was
in London, he was abducted
by the Chinese Legation
there, but was rescued with
the help of his mentor Dr.
Cantlie. Dr. Sun
book
experience,

Kidnapped in London, which

James
wrote a about his

entitled

launched his reputation as a

revolutionary hero to the

Dr. Sun spent his years in

exile. He became a ‘globetrotter with a cause’, sailing

several times around the world to campaign for the

Chinese Revolution.
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Globe-Trotting Revolutionary
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The second phase of the revolution began when Dr
Sun co-founded the Zhongguo Tongmenghui or
Chinese Revolutionary Alliance in Tokyo, Japan, n
1905. It was a loose alliance of several revolutionary
groups. Dr. Sun’s “Three People’s Principles’ (San
Min Zhuvi) — Nationalism, People’s Power and

Pcnplc\ Livelihood — was .lduplcd by the lLllt\

Dr. Sun established a Tongmenghui branch in
Singapore in April 1906, and this was elevated to the
Southeast Asian bureau or ‘Nanyang Headquarters’,
m 1908

After Dr. Sun was banned from Japan, he focused

more of his efforts on the Overseas Chinese in the

z

pa

z

Z

@~

_f_ ‘Wan Qing Yuan', the Tongmenghui headquarters in -

Z Singapore (1906-1909). Today it is the Sun Yat Sen

Nanyang Memorial Hall, Singapore. |
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Dr. Sun photographed by
Hawai'ian immigration in
March 1910, four months
before he came to Penang.
He entered the United
States with false
citizenship documents

to evade the Chinese
Exclusion Laws.

U.S. National Archives and Records

Nanyang, or Southeast Asia. He visited Singapore no
less than eight times. From Singapore, the
Tongmenghui ventured into British Malaya and the
Dutch East Indies, expanding the movement until
there were 20 branches and an estimated 3,000
members throughout the region.

Under Dr. Sun's leadership, the Tongmenghui
became known as the mainstream of the Chinese
Revolution. Altogether ten uprisings in China (and
on the Indo-Chinese border), which took place
between 1895 and 1911, are associated with him.

After the Xinhai Revolution of 1911, China was
declared a republic, and Sun Yat Sen was elected the
first Provisional President of the Republic of China.

Although the movement for a Republican China had
been successful, China’s troubles were far from over.
Dr. Sun passed away in Beijing in 1925, amidst power
struggles in a divided nation.
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Sun Yat Sen and Chinese revolutionaries who fled L

to the Nanyang after a failed revolt. Photograph

taken in Wan Qing Yuan, Singapore.




MOBILIZING THE
NANYANG CHINESE




d The Nanyang Chinese
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As a consequence of its defeat in the Opium Wars,
China was forced to open its doors to forcign trade.
The opium trade which was so profitable to Western
merchants had tuned the Chinese into ‘a nation of
addicts’.
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By the turn of the 20th century, Qing dynasty China
was in severe decline, suffering from frequent
famines, internal rebellions, and incursions by foreign
powers.

Decades before that, bad times in China had
provoked mass emigration from China to the lands in
the Nanyang — lterally, ‘Southern Seas’ — such as
the Dutch East Indies, Thailand, French Indo-China,
Spanish Philippines and Bntish Malaya. The
Overseas Chinese communitics made their money
from the boom in mining and plantations. They also
enjoyed a fair share of the expanding maritime trade
between China and the Nanyang as well as across
Southeast Asia.

The majority of migrants to Malaya, including

2 Penang, belonged to one of the five speech groups —
g Fujian (Hokkien), Guangdong (Cantonesc),
& Chaozhou (Teochew), Kejia (llakka) or Hainan
Z (Hylam) — originating from two provinces in
@ Southern China, namely the Fujian and Guangdong
E provinces.

z

2

Although the Overseas Chinese adapted to their new
homes, they maintained strong emotional ties to
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Chinese junks, the main sailing
vessels used by the Chinese in

the Asian trade.
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their homeland in China. With a sizeable Chinese
population, Singapore and Malaya became a fertile
ground for raising support for causes related to

China.




d Chinese Society in Penang

"R YR
PN

LR AVRAT

i
H
14

PRV

Established as a British trading post in
1786, Penang was an important seaport
and urban centre in Southeast Asia. It
nurtured a cosmopolitan society
comprising Malays, Chinese, Indians,
Europeans, and other nationalities.
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The Chinese in Malaya tended to
congregate along dialect lines, but also
formed associations according to their
district of origin, sumame, or clan
groupings. Due to the predominance of Fujian people
among the early settlers, Minnanhua or ‘Hokkien’
became the basis of a common dialect among the
Penang Chinese.

The most established group of Chinese in Penang was
the Straits Chinese, who were recognized as Bntish
subjects. Long scttled or bom in the Straits
Scttlements before the 20th century, the Straits
Chinese had adopted local customs and dress. As
merchants, they had the advantage of knowing how
to work with the British government as well as
European firms. They sent their children to English-
medium schools and embraced modemity.

In contrast, the majority of Chinese in Penang anc
Malaya were Manchu subjects and recent sojourness.
Each year, hundreds of young Chinese men came
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c temple in

Hock Keongq), or joint temg

Fujian groups. It is dedicat

through the port of Penang. Some found jobs with
their relatives in George Town, where the Chinese
worked as shopkeepers, skilled artisans, mechanics or
in a variety of other trades. But most were sent out as
labourers or ‘coolies’ to the tin mines of Perak and
southern Thailand, or the dreaded tobacco
plantations of Deli in Sumatra, to toil under harsh
frontier conditions. Penang theretore served as a
gateway to these Chinese populations in the

hinterland

A fortunate handful rose from rags to riches to

become wealthy merchants
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The Conservative Elite
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q Ge (Cheng Hong Kok) in 1897, an elite merchants

s who have bought Qing honours are showing

lowards the end of the 19th century, the Qing
government wooed the wealthy Overseas Chinese by
offering official titles and honours in exchange tor
‘donations’ to relief funds. A Consul-General was
posted to Singapore from 1877, and a Vice-Consul to

Penang from 1893. Through the consuls, the

O Overseas Chinese could obtain visas to visit their

% homeland in China

Z

v From 1893 to 1911, the position of Vice-Consul 1n

zZ Penang rotated among hive prominent Chinese who

% were closely allied to each other through marnage or

-~ business partnerships. They were not Straits Chinesg

E or British subjects, but Hakkas with ties to the DutclE -
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East Indies. They supported the Qing go ernment's
cfforts to modemize China by investing n banking,

railwavs and other industnal projects.

Siat alias Ch

the firs

P

and eventually economic
advisor to the Empress

Dowager Cixi

Photographs on this page reproduced from (2
Twe Century Impressions of British
esy of Cc i
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-d Championing China
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In Singapore and Malaya, a ferce
debate raged among three groups
who claimed to champion the
political and economic salvation of

China — the conservative pro-Qing
elite, the reformists and the xugb Lo
revolutionaries.

The Qing government coopted the wealthiest
Chinese and wooed them for funds and expertise to
modemize China.

The reformusts advocated constitutional reforms and
the introduction of a parhamentary system.

The revolutionaries called for the complcte
overthrow of the Qing dynasty and Manchu regime,
in order to pave the way for a modern Chinese nation.

All three groups targeted the overseas Chinese as a
source of support and funds. Through their
competing activities, the overseas Chinese started to
become politicized and imbued with the spirit of
Chinese nationalism.

SUN YAT SEN 1n PENANG
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When Sun Yat Sen shifted his focus to Singapore and
Malava. he found that the reformists had already
established their influence here. Sun'’s strategy was to
cng

e

ige in a polemical war against the reformists

through public speeches and newspapers.

In China, foreign penetration advanced while the
Qing government’s attempt to implement
constitutional reforms was slow and unconvincing.
Finally, the death of Emperior Guangxu n 1908,
followed closely by the death of the Empress
Dowager Cixi, turned the tide of popular opinion n

favour of the republican revolutionaries.
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> Revolutionaries Amongst Us

Among the Tongmenghui
leaders who worked closely
with Sun Yat Sen 1n
Singapore and Malaya werc
Hu Hanmin, Huang Xing and
Wang Jingwei. All three had

been students in Japan and

were to become 1111',mit.m!
" Hu Hanmin
plavers in Chinese nationalist il

:
politics eading intellectua
"V
Ihe reputations of Dr. Sun,
' S reLa
Hu Hanmin and Wang He be
Jingw were augmented by

their writings in The Minpao
Magazine, a revolutionary

paper which was also read in

the Nanvang

From 1907 onward, many
Chinese in Singapore ind
Malaya had the opportunity
to meet and listen to Dr. Sun
and his clos associates; quite

a few could even claim to be

o ?h:npa.[mnllrmml\
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The Minpao Magazine, or Min Bao
(literally ‘People’s Journal), the
Tongmenghui mouthpiece, founded
in Tokyo in 1905. Revolutionary
newspapers were run by the party's
eading intellectuals to fight a
polemical war against the Qing
government and the reformists

A graduate in constitutional law and
political science and a brilliant
polemicist for Min Bao. He spent much
time campaigning in towns from
Singapore to Rangoon. He married
Chen Bijun from Penang. In 1910, he
tried to assassinate the Manchu Prince
Regent and was imprisoned until the
Wuchang Uprising. In 1924, Wang was
made a member of the Guomindang
Central Executive Committee. After the
Second World War, Wang and his wife
were vilified as traitors to China for
collaborating with the Japanese to set
up the war administration in Nanjing

bankrolled Wang's

prison sentence,

Chen Bijun (1891—1959)
A Penang-born woman
pioneer, the daughter of a
conservative Cantonese gold
merchant father and a pro-
revolutionary mother. The
romance between Wang and
Chen was the talk of
revolutionary circles. Chen
and her two mothers

assassination attempt and the
subsequent campaign to
rescue him from a harsh
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Political cartoon showing
the Manchu government
trying to stop China
being carved up by
Britain, Germany, Russia,
France and Japan

Sun Yat Sen spent decades cultivating his wide
contacts and intelligence network among the
maritime Chinese around the world. He knew how to
address each group and play on their sympathies.
Speaking to the Overseas Chinese at the Ping Zhang
Gong Guan (latterly called the Penang Chinese Town
Hall) in 1907, Dr. Sun appealed:

Ladies and gentleman, China is now in a very
dangerous position. It can be partitioned by the foreign
powers at any time. But the Manchus are fearful and
nervous, and are under the foreigners’ control. They are
willing to be the servants of the big powers, such as
Britain, France, the United States, Russia and Japan.
But the Manchus oppress us ruthlessly and enslave us.
Would we, the Han Chinese, not become the slaves of
the slaves? ... Our Principle of Nationalism, one of the
Three People’s Principles, is to seek equality with the L
foreigners, and not to be their slaves.

SUN YAT SEN I1n PENANG
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Resist the Qing, Restore the Ming

The Overseas Chinese were urged to be patriotic to
China, but at the same time, to revolt against the
Chinese government. The revolutionaries reasoned
that the Qing dynasty represented foreign Manchu
domination over the Han Chinese and so should be
overthrown.

The Overseas Chinese could identify with this call,
for in many cases their ancestors belonged to secret
brotherhoods which had sworn to ‘Resist the Qing
and restore the Ming'.

Speaking at the San Shan Club in Penang, Wang
Jingwei played up the anti-Manchu sentiment among
the Fujian audience:

i, The main reason your arwestors m:grated here was to
escape persecution and enslavement by the Manchus
after Zheng Chenggong's regime in Taiwan was
.conquered. They continued to fight to maintain their
identity as the subjects of the great Ming Dynasty. ]

e Lih ol
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'As your ancestors were $0 patnohc, how could you 7
forget therr enmity towards the Manchus? The aim of
our revolutionary movement is to avenge the ;
E persecution of our ancestors and to recover our lost 3
U nation. 3

Our Fujian compatriots must respond fervently to the
revolutionary appeal, and help the revolution to g
¥ succeed. By so doing, you will console the spirit of your 51
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THE TONGMENGHUI
IN PENANG

Wu Shirong (Goh Say Eng), Dr. Sun's
loyal supporter and Penang's
leading revolutionary. From 1910,

he was the mainstay of the Chinese

revolutionary movement in Malaya.

Reproduced from The Overseas Chinese
and the 1911 Revolution.
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The First Public Talks in Penang

When Dr. Sun Yat Sen first came to Penang in 1906,
he stayed at the Xiao Lan Ting club. Dr. Sun was
supposed to meet a Penang tycoon, through an
introduction from a Mr. Khoo of Kuala Lumpur, but
this tycoon refused to meet him. Fortunately, Dr. Sun
met Wu Shirong, Huang Jinging, and a few others
who were enthusiastic to hear about affairs in China.
As members of the club, Wu Shirong and Huang
Jinging arranged a farewell dinner for Dr. Sun and
invited many of their friends. Dr. Sun’s talk stunned
the conservative audience, who simply walked off.

In 1907, Dr. Sun, Huang Xing, Hu Hanmin and Wang
Jingwei visited Penang. While speaking at the Penang
Chinese Town Hall, they were heckled and
denounced by the reformists. Some reformists pulled
out of the Town Hall, pressuring the committee to
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tighten their rules to prevent the Town Hall from
being used for anti-Manchu propaganda. The new
rules would require speeches to be vetted by a
committee.

Initially the revolutionaries met with a cold reception
among the conservative business community.
‘Everyone looked at the revolutionaries as though
they were snakes and scorpions.” They likened the
revolutionaries to those who had ‘no father, no
emperor’. After a talk by Wang Jingwei, a
businessman even challenged sarcastically, ‘If the
revolution succeeds, I will jump into the sea and die!”

But the revolutionaries persevered in their mission.
In Dr. Sun’s view, the main role of the Overseas
Chinese in the revolution was to bankroll it. With
regard to a certain merchant in Kuala Lumpur, Dr.
Sun advised his supporter :

First move him by the importance of our cause. If that is
not successful, then move him with the rewards that will
come out of this investment. I suppose that you have
used both these arguments without effect. But there is
one more argument, the argument of friendship and
sentiment. You all know him very well and are very close
friends. Then you must use your friendship to persuade
him. .... If he does give us this 100,000 dollars, then we
promise him the monopoly rights to all the mineral
resources of the province of Yunnan for ten years.

Wang Gungwy, Community and Nation, . 196,

An early 1880s view of the Ping Zhang Gong Guan, the precursor
of the Penang Chinese Town Hall, at Pitt Street. It was controlied
by pro-Qing conservatives and reformists. Sun Yat Sen gave a
speech here in 1907.
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The Penang Philomatic Union
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The revolutionaries initially tried to win over the
wealthy tycoons, merchants, tin-miners and
plantation owners, but had limited success. Later,
they broadened their appeal to smaller shopkeepers,
petty traders, teachers, clerks, shop assistants, tin-
mine and plantation workers, gardcners, hawkers and
even rickshaw pullers.
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In 1908, Wu Shirong called a meeting of the
Tongmenghui at his villa, Rui Fu Yuan (Swee Hock
Hui) on Ayer Itam Road. He said that Dr. Sun had
instructed them to set up a newspaper and also a
reading club. While they did not have the funds for a
printing press, they decided to go ahead and form the
reading club, naming it Bincheng Yueshu Baoshe.

The English name — Penang Philomatic Union — was
suggested by Lin Zisheng and ratified by Dr. Sun.
Wang Jingwei, who was on his way from Singapore to
Burma, was persuaded to stay for a few days to draft
the constitution. Before the year was out, a notice was
sent out to announce a public mecting.

On the 13th of this 11th lunar month (6 December
1908), on Sunday noon at the Chinese Town Hall, we
plan to start up the Penang Philomatic Union and have
sought approval from the British Protector of Chinese.
We hope those who are interested in common objectives
will come and give your opinion and support.

SUN YAT SEN 1N PENANG
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Wu Shirong was elected founding president, and
many of the Philomatic Union members were also
Tongmenghui members. The society was duly
registered with the Chinese Protectorate.
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More Than A Reading Club

The Penang Philomatic Union was inaugurated at the
end of January, 1909. Its initial address was 94 Dato’
Kramat Road — premises either belonging to or
leased by Huang Jinqing. The Penang Philomatic
Union grew from strength to strength and became
the most successful reading club in Malaya and
Singapore. Its public talks and cultural activities

attracted large audiences

‘Blue Sky, White Sun'.
The Tongmenghui flag
was flown at the Penang
Philomatic Union

premises.

The first premises of the Penang Philomatic Union, a bungalow
at 94 Dato’ Kramat Road

Apart from the Penang Philomatic Union, two other
reading clubs were started in Penang — Gong Yi in
Balik Pulau headed by Xu Ruilin and Hua Qiao n‘
Bukit Mertajam headed by Lin Shi'an. Huang
Jinging’s Wei Xin reading club was another front =

the revolutionaries /
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Autographed portrait of Dr. Sun Yat
Sen presented to Xu Ruilin (Chee
Swee Ling), founder of the Balik
Pulau reading club in Penang

The Tongmenghui, an underground organization in
British Malaya, conducted its activities under the
cover of reading clubs. Over 50 reading clubs were
established in Malaya and Singapore. Besides offering
a wide range of books, magazines and newspapers,
these propaganda centres also circulated
revolutionary literature and organized talks by local

and visiting revolutionaries.

The reading clubs served as recruiting ground for new
Tongmenghui members. Anyone wishing to join had
to take an oath before one of the central party
members. He or she also had to sign a form which
would be sent to the Tongmenghui headquarters in
Tokyo, which would issue the new membership
number.

<,

%

‘Revolutionaries recognize each other
by using a password. One of them will ask
“What matter? What things? What people?”

The correct reply is “Zhong Hua [China].”
Then they shake hands, using
four fingers, instead of five.’
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In May 1909, the Penang

Philomatic Union moved to

120 Armenian Street, which

was more conveniently

T - .’ e

located. These premiscs

witnessed the most The second premises of the
Penang Philomatic Union

significant chapter of the pby e v

Philomatic Union’s history

In April 1910, Wang Jingwei was arrested for
attempting to assassinate the Manchu Prince Regent
I'he news so deeply affected his Penang comrades
that they desperately tried to raise funds towards
securing a mitigation of his prison sentence 1n

Beijing

Nme and again, members of the Penang
Tongmenghui demonstrated great commitment and
self-sacrifice. Even when Sun Yat Sen’s leadership was
challenged elsewhere, the Penang Tongmenghui
members stood by him. Wealthy leaders like Wu
Shirong and Huang Jinging devoted all their
resources and personal fortunes to the revolutionary

causc
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Wu Shirong alias Goh Say Eng

was born in Penang in 1875. A wealthy
merchant, he was the founding chairman of
the Penang Tongmenghui and the Penang
Philomatic Union. He was a pillar of the
revolutionary movement in Malaya. In 1912, he
anted the Nanyang Chinese at the
Tongmenghui national convention in Shanghai

repres

As a young man, Wu Shirong inherited a large
fortune and the family business Chop Swee
Hock, a Chinese factory making flour, rice

noodles and safety matches. He spent his own

alth and his wife's inheritance on the Chinese

e Japanese OC[LADA'\.H”'”. he was dis

his son by a Japanese mistre

covered by a Japanese
who had him spared from

onths of his life. He die

entin

pauper in 1941,

Huang Jinging alias Chen Xinzheng alias
Ng Kim Kheng was a miner from Tan Sin Cheng was a founding
Siam who later settled down in member of the Tongmenghui. He
Penang. He was founding vice later started two prominent
hairman of the Penang Chinese schools in Penang, the
Tongmenghui and the Penang Chung Ling School and the Fukien
Philomatic Union Girls' School
Z
-
-
W
~

B
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Qiu Mingchang Xiong Yushan Yang Hanxiang
alias Khoo Beng Cheang
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DR. SUN AND THE
NANYANG HEADQUARTERS
IN PENANG

Sun Yat Sen in the winter of 1910.
Reproduced from A Photo Album of Sun Yat-sen in Macau.




in Penang could immediately take a train {
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revolutionaries used British bar
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Penang, circa 1910 '

Above, modern banks on
Beach Street, Right, the FM.S !
H.m..‘x, building, Penang. W
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Transferring to Penang

After a successful year-long campaign in America, Dr
Sun sailed east to Japan but could not stay as the ban

upon him was still in effect. He arnved in Singapore
on 11 July 1910.

In Singapore, the anti-Sun faction ot the
Tongmenhui had stirred up misgivings over his
leadership. Dr. Sun realized that he would receive
little support there. Therefore, he consulted his close
associates in North Malaya about relocating his
headquarters to Penang. This plan met with great

enthusiasm among the Penang Tongmenghui

On 19 July, Dr. Sun sailed in a German steamship to
Penang and was met upon arnval by Wu Shirong,
Huang Jinqing and others. He initially staved at 94
Dato’ Kramat Road for several days before moving to

)

|
i

E

+.
1333R )M

#
BRIPIJL R TRI BRI

E33F% FRBNPRF
A RrEREER
FYTOE IR

ﬁﬁ*ﬁ}nl
Lo - T W)
L o G

FRAVRIMN Badire

R

R I INE BT

Rl RV YRS
SF DGR N RRRCIP N F R

2
T o RO AR DD RR

BIRPOPHT[ENRTIRPIE AR

*
:

\\\\

PERDANA
LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAN
PERDANA

v



a rented house at 400 Dato” Kramat Road. Dr. Sun
moved again to a larger house at 404 Dato” Kramat
Road some weeks later, when his family came to join
him in Penang.

Dr. Sun originally mtended to return to Singapore
after a week or two, but changed his mind and staved
on in Penang. He instructed Zhou

Hua, the secretary of the Nanvang ﬁ'
Headquarters, to move up from e 2
Singapore to Penang and to bring ‘_A' %- ﬁr,_ 3
along all the party papers. The ‘2’ - ___,::_f' .:-..
transfer of the Nanvang 3 ,éhy“’,m;'_"_/l
Ilcadqu;:rtcrs was cffected by YLy
August 1910. A
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Letter to Wu Zhihui in Hong
Kong, written by Sun Yat Sen
on board the Norddeutscher
Lloyd, Bremen, Dampfer
Roon, on the voyage from
Singapore to Penang, 20 July
1910. Dr. Sun wrote about
meeting up with his
comrades on Penang island,
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Reorganizing the Tongmenghui

Sun Yat Sen appointed Penang Tongmenghui leaders
Wu Shirong and Huang Jinging as President and
Vice-President, respectively, of the Nanyang
Headquarters. Chen Xinzheng, Xiong Yushan, Qiu
Mingchang and Yang Hanxiang were also given key
positions. A standing committee of seven sections
was created, conmsisting of executive, finance,
secretariat, external affairs, education, investigation,
and social functions. With the transfer, Penang
superseded Singapore as the centre of the
revolutionary movement.

Revolutionary fervour in Singapore and Malaya were
generally on the ebb. In order to give the
Tongmenghui a new impetus, Dr. Sun set about
reorganizing the party, weeding out dissenters and
firning up the machinery. He organized the party
rank and file along military lines, with a hierarchy of
cell groups and a clear chain of command.

Dr. Sun had earlier introduced a new party name
‘Zhonghua Geming Dang’ (Chinese Revolutionary
Party), as the Tongmenghui had been blacklisted by
the British and French colonial governments. Now
Dr. Sun demanded that all members, old and new,
swear themselves in under the new party name and
take an oath of loyalty to him. The Tongmenghui
branches, however, would still be referred to as such.

Dr. Sun continued to write letters to his supporters
around the world, motivating them to raise funds for
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tter to Mr. Wu Zhihui, written by Sun Yat Sen in Penang, September 27, 191

produced from Calligraphy Treasures of Zhongshan, Volume 6

the next uprising. Tongmenghui representatives from
all over Malava came to seck an audience with him at

in Dato’ Kramat Road. Dr.

dropped in frequently at 120 Armenian Street to

his house Sun also

guide the workings of the Nanvang Headquarters

D

movement from his stronghold in Penang. He was

Henceforth, Sun steered the revolutionary
determined to go his own way, bypassing the Tokvo
headquarters and the anti-Sun factions in the
Tongmenghui.  For this reason, the Southeast Asian
bureau in Penang might even justifiably be called Dr.
Sun Yat Sen’s Nanyang Headquarters.

The seal of Zhonghua Geming Dang,
Penang branch.
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The Penane Conference at
404 Dato” kramat Road

From Penaneg. Dr Sun mastermunded

iptu Cuanezhou (Canton ot

s th olutionan capital Dr S |
thsequen k1 i hst ‘

Penane ( t Brni Il

Sceond G | [
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Sun Yat Sen, chainng the conterence
Huang Xing

Hu Hanmin

Zhao Boxian (Zhao Sheng)

Sun Mei, Sun Yat Sen’s elder brother
Wu Shirong, Nanvang Headquarters
Huang Jinging. Nanvang Headquarters
Niong Yushan, Penang

Lin Shi'an, Penang

Deng Zeru, Kuala Pilah branch

Li Xiaozhang, Ipoh branch

L1 Yixia, Pontianak branch
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What our comrades are hesitating over 1s the lack of
funds and arms. But most of vou fail to realize that
after a series of uprisings, and due to the publicity
efforts of our comrades 1 overseas cities and towns. the
sprrit of revolution  has  permeated the Nanvang

archipelago

[ |’ i1 Coonter ¢ ( { 11 [ ( i ( N

the targct f']i plan \~] t I ( | | 1.1

Lo 0 (RTEI AR RT! \ d b ted |
inguard  The batt \ d \ by the New A \

t op \ FRY et ' | ' il 1 b
<WWTIJ.,H‘~~J4:H months et

lvxzdlgm;u; targets were set S30L000 trom Brtisd

Malava SSO.000 from the Dutch Fast Indies, S3u.00i
H<u\||ynﬂnni1:n!\:H1“W‘t«w'lrklk5,h\ﬁlk'ﬁﬂyL
with a total targcet ot STR0000 o a mammum ot
STOO.000 (Strants dollars [he money would  be
collected m the mame of an Education Fund’ to

avord detection by the colonmal govcrmments
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SUN YAT SEN In PENANG

52

Emergency Meeting at
120 Armenian Street

The military leader Zhao Sheng
needed to return quickly to Hong
Kong with funds to make
preparations for the uprising. Due
to the urgency of the matter, a
second meeting was convened the
very next day, that is, on Monday, 14

November 1910 (or 15 November,
according to some historians). The fundraising
campaign for the Second Guangzhou Upnising was
launched at this meeting, held at the Nanyang

Headquarters

Sun Yat Sen chaired the Emergency Meeting and
gave a moving speech. In appealing to his supporters
for funds. Dr. Sun used the classic Chinese analogy of
“The Last Battle’, that is, ‘breaking the plates and
sinking the boats’. He urged his supporters to give
their all. With this battle, it was a ‘make or break” for
the Tongmenghui — there would be no tuming back
The speech was transc ribed by Nanvang
Headquarters committee member Yang Hanxiang,

who remarked:

Tears streamed down the President’s cheeks while he
spoke in a voice full of indignation, and all the
comrades were deeply moved. Although economic
conditions were quite difficult at that time, the
comrades, encouraging each other, gave donatiogs
generously. Due to the absolute sincerity of U=
President, a total of over 8,000 dollars was raised. ;
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The Penang contribution was later topped up to
$11,500 (Straits dollars); this made up about a
quarter of the total amount contributed by the
Chinese in Singapore and Malaya. The significance
of the Penang supporters’ contribution is even greater
if we consider that they were already carrying the

burden of the Nanyang Headquarters and Dr. Sun’s

household expenses.

Colonel Zhao Sheng alias Zhao Boxian,

the top military strategist and leader of the New Army regiment
which had earlier mutinied and defected to the revolutionary
cause, After the Emergency Meeting, he immediately returned to
Hong Kong with the funds required to keep the troops together.
After the failure of the Second Guangzhou Uprising, for which
he blamed himself, the heartbroken Zhao succumbed to illness
and died soon afterwards

The quotations on pages 51-55 are taken from Yang Hanxiang, “The speeches of the
President in Penang pertaining to the Planning of the 1911 Canton Uprising.”
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Sacrifice for the Revolution
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Sun Yat Sen's speech at the
Emergency Meeting of the
Southeast Asia Tongmenghui at
the Nanyang Headquarters, 120
Armenian Street.
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Controversy in the Press

Just before the Penang Conference, Dr. Sun's
activities in Penang became the subject of public
controversy. He was invited by some prominent
members, including Zhuang Qingjian (Choong
Cheng Kean) to speak at the Qing Fang Ge (Cheng
Hong Kok) or Chinese Merchants’ Club. The speech
was reported in the Penang Sin Poe, a conservative
Chinese paper. The European editor of the Straits
Echo then condemned Sun Yat Sen and the
revolutionary movement in a most sarcastic tone:

The only fault we have to find with Dr Sun Yat Sen as ¢
revolutionary is that he doesn’t revolute... For with Dr.
Sun Yat Sen it seems money, money, money all the time,
and never anything to show for the stream of gold that
has flowed his way...

A supporter of Dr. Sun wrote in to the Pinang Gazette
to criticize this biased reporting, but the Straits
Echo’s editor had the last say.

Years later, Yan Hanxiang recounted that even though
he and Wu Shirong could not read English, they
bought copies of the Straits Echo and the Pinang
Gazette and brought them to Dr. Sun at his Dato’
Kramat residence. Sensing their dismay, Dr. Sun just
smiled and said, ‘I am used to it. ... We are staying in
a foreign land and can easily be faulted for whatever
we do. Since we don’t have an English newspaper
how can we fight a polemical war against them?’
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Revolutionary Press

In Penang, the Chinese
newspaper Penang Sin Poe was
often used by the conservative
elite to denounce the

revolutionary movement. In

response, the Penang

Tongmenghui felt that it was
| necessary to establish their

= \
. 1

revolutionary message across & © } \ S

| | - N - »

| own newspaper to get the

| The Tongmenhui’s revolu- = Zhuang Yin'an and the
‘Burma Chinese Times' or
tionary newspapers such as
P4 Yan Kon Kwang Hwa Pao

The Minpao Magazine in

Tokvo and Chong Shing Yit crmlm’;::o’:w-m

a0 in Singapore crusaded

against the Manchu regime

and the reformists. In 1910, :

the Singapore paper Chong § ’ '"ﬂg‘l'w '"&..

Shing Yit Pao faced difficulties | {'y V;::.’.‘:.".:; Lt

and was forced to close down | . : l:

at the end of the year. Around "_! £ .:
s the same time, the Penang _:’.,": ':
z Tongmenghui launched the |7 !'h ""
z Kwong Wah Yit Poh. L3I {3
- BT &
Z The idea of publishing the M ;: .
“ Kwang Hwa Pao or ‘Glorious 5;;*:' &
< Chinese Newspaper’ was ,._ " 4
z originally conceived when Dr. kl
= Sun, Hu Hanmin, Huang Xing 3] &

and Wang Jingwei visited E‘:? 11-;-’;:?;".5@?;‘.
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Early committee of the Kwong Wah Yit Poh press.

Front, fron Fang Qiu, Qiu Mingchang, Xie Cibian, L
Xu Zhiyun, Lir Chen Xinzh \
Lei Tieya, ( S

;'V" fr n v > N Ly
Wah h Pre

Penang in 1907. The plan was aborted when financial

backing wavered due to a drop in tin prices

I'he Rangoon Tongmenghui took up the idea and
started the Yan Kon Kwang Hwa Pao. After a short
run, the Rangoon paper was banned by the British
colonial government due to its radical stand
Subsequently, the Rangoon Tongmenghui leader
Zhuang Yin'an came to Penang and a committee was

tformed to revive the Kwang Hwa Pao as a daily paper
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SUN YAT SEN IN PENANG

Kwong Wah Yit Poh

Under Sun Yat Sen's guidance, the Kwong
Wah Yit Poh was launched as a Chinese daily
newspaper in Penang. The first issue was
published on 2 December 1910 from the
Tongmenghui Nanyang Headquarters at 120
Armenian Street. It became the

l()llglllt‘llg}llll S main ﬂ.‘\()lll“(lll.l[\ organ in

Malava.

The initial set up for the newspaper was
supervised by Hu Hanmin. Then Lei Tieya,
who was recruited from Japan, came to
Penang to serve as the first editor of the
Kwong Wah Yit Poh. The newspaper provided

jobs for Tongmenghui literati such as Dai Jitao who

did short stints in the Nanyang.

Publication was almost interrupted due to financial

problems, but at Zhuang Yin'an’s suggestion, the

Kwong Wah Yit Poh was converted into a public

company. More than $10,000 was raised through the

Lei Tieya, the first editor Dai Jitao, whose pen-name
was Dai Tian Chou
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The calligraphy for the original Kwong Wah Yit Poh masthead
was written by Lei Tieya, the first editor of the newspaper.

sale of public shares to re-capitalize the newspaper.
An old printing machine of the Zhang Quan Ri Bao
of Xiamen, which had been left behind in a private
home in Penang, was acquired.

In the coming months, the Kwong Wah Yit Poh was to
play an instrumental role in spreading awareness and
raising funds for the revolution in China.

Sun Yat Sen stayed long enough to see the launch of
the Kwong Wah Yit Poh, but had to leave Penang
almost immediately after. He was expelled from
Malaya and his expulsion dealt a severe blow to the
revolutionary campaign.




Banished Again

The Governor of the Straits
Settlements, Sir John Anderson,
ordered Dr. Sun’s banishment for
having made ‘an inflammatory
speech in a Chinese club at Penang,
inciting his hearers to support a
revolution against the Manchu
Dynasty.” On 26 November 1910, Dr.
Sun wrote from Penang to his
comrades in Singapore telling them
he would travel to Europe and
America, instead of going to
Singapore for fundraising as planned.

Fortunately, the Nanyang fundraising effort has
started well.... The Nanyang has no lack of enthusiastic
people. All ordinary people who have any feelings will
be moved by sincerity, even gold and stone can be
shattered. As for those people who have helped out
before, it does not necessarily mean that they have
nothing to give this time; please tell them what we are
facing right now and that it is not possible to delay.
Indeed, all comrades should think of this as the
campaign for the Last Battle.

‘The Complets Works of Sun Yat-sen, Vol. 1, p. 499.

Dr. Sun departed from Penang in early December on
a German steamer, registered as a second class
passenger. As he was worried that the Nanyang
fundraising targets could not be met, he made up his
mind to sail west and tap on his support in America.
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D

By the time he came to live in Penang in 1910, Dr
Sun was already a wanted man in China, as well as
persona non grata in Japan, French Indo-China,
Dutch East Indies, Thailand and British Hong Kong
Conditions in Singapore were unfavourable due to
heavy British surveillance and internal dissension

within the Tongmenghui

Penang was Dr. Sun’s last stronghold in the region -
\fter he was banished by the British colonial

government of Malaya and Singapore, there was not a

place left in the Nanvang where he was allowed to

step toot
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Fundraising
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After Sun Yat Sen’s departure, Hu Hanmin, Huang
Xing and Deng Zeru led the Nanyang fundraising
campaign. The Tongmenghui members travelled to
various towns and villages throughout Malaya to seck
donations.
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The first round of canvassing in Singapore, Mclaka
and Kuala Lumpur was disappointing, but a second
round in the smaller towns of Seremban and Ipoh,
Taiping and Kampar yielded better retumns.

The Chinese in Singapore and Malaya contributed
about one quarter of the total of $187,000 collected.
The rest was raised from Chinese communities in
Canada, the Dutch East Indies, French Indo-China,
Thailand and the United States.

Money Raised in the Various Overseas Chinese

Communities for the Second Guangzhou Uprising 1911

B T e e e e kbbb b b ki

Place Sum of Money

o (Straits § or HKS)
2 Canada 63,000

w British Malaya & Singapore 47,663

z Dutch East Indies 32,550

z French indo-China & Siam 30,423

E United States of America 14,000

«

; Total 187,636

p]

w

Reproduced from The Overseas Chinsse and the 1911 Revolution.
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Penang, 1890s. The Chinese opera was a favourite form of
entertainment among the Chinese, rich and poor alike. It regularly
attracted crowds of working-class labourers, the majority of wh
enjoyed no family life here. The revolutionaries also used theats
to spread their ideas. Inspired by a Hong Kong revolutionary
drama group that toured Malaya, a number of troupes were
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formed locally, including the Jing Shi Ban (Warning of the Age
Troupe) which was active in Penang in 1910. Performing for
charity offered them some immunity from police interference.
More than talks and publications, it was dramatic performances
that reached the Chinese masses,

PERDANA

LEADERSHIP
FOUNDATION
YAYASAN
KEPIMPINAN
PERDANA



e B E |
Chinese theatre performed in a coconut plantation, rural
Penang, circa 1910. Tongmenghui members took advantage of
such gatherings to spread their message and collect funds,
even deep in the countryside. During the Xinhai Revolution of

1911, thousands of working-class Chinese, most of them recent

migrants, volunteered to return to China and fight with the

revolutionary armies.
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MARTYRDOM

Memorial to the 72 Martyrs of Huanghuagang in Guangzhou (Canton).

Huanghua Gang Commemoration Park



-4 [he Second Guangzhou Uprising
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g For the ‘Last Battle’, Sun Yat Sen had mobilized all
o
-y his supporters to give whatever they had. The Second
: .
| : o, )
- 8 Guangzhou Uprising, also called the ‘Canton March
v
3 :) g 29 1 prising was the most significant uprsing ever
. 4
{ ;f 4 organised by the Tongmenghui. Not only did it take
Rl place in Guangzhou, but many of the key players
were sons of (‘:lLlH;L]nll;‘ province
I'he plot reads like a script from a Hong Kong movic
Armms bought from several countries were secretly
P
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” Insurgents taken prisoner after the Second Guangzhou Uprising
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delivered to Canton. Forty clandestine cells were set
up, each one working in isolation. Two rice shops
were specially opened to provide safe meeting places.
False couples organized weddings so that
accommodation could be arranged for out-of-town
‘wedding guests’. Weapons were smuggled to the
scene in bridal palanquins carried on the shoulders of
insurgents.

Huang Xing marched into Guangzhou with about
170 comrades, but luck was not with them.
Intercepted by the authorities, the revolt was swiftly
crushed by the Imperial Army. As reinforcements
from Hong Kong arrived too late, many of the
revolutionaries were killed or arrested.

Despite the terrible
defeat, the Second
Guangzhou Ubprising
achieved widespread
fame. In Dr. Sun's
estimation, ‘the
revolutionary spirits
of the 72 Martyrs of
the Huanghuagang
Uprising shocked the
whole world, and the
circumstances
already permit the
success of the
revolution.’
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I'he famous ‘72 martvrs’ of the Second Guangzhou
Uprising (officially 86 were executed) w

memonalized at the ‘Yellow Flower Knoll’, at

4

ere later
: .
Huanghuagang, Guangzhou

Among those who sacrificed their lives were ‘gifted
pm_-tw_ (hxhn;llnhu] writers, [;u;nlil: journalists
skilled workers and farmers’, including students who

had recently returned from Japan

At least 13 of the martvrs were recruited from Malava
and Singapore. Luo Zhonghuo hailed from Penang,
while at least three other martyrs were sojourners who

had embarked from Penang or spent time here

I'he failure of the Second Guangzhou Uprising

devastated the morale of the Penang supporterseroana
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Luo Zhonghuo (1882—1911), of Kejia
(Hakka) origin, from Hui Yang, Guangdong.
A Penang-trained teacher who established
a school in Kuala Lumpur; his poems and
other writings inspired others to support the
revolution.

Zhou Hua (Chiew Wah), of Guangdong

(Cantonese) origin, a talented writer and
secretary of the Tongmenghui Nanyang
Headquarters in Singapore and Penang.

Chen Wenbao (1880—1911), of Kejia
(Hakka) origin, from Dapu, Guangdong,
who brought his family to Penang.

. Li Yannan alias Sean, who sojourned as a

‘ wanted man to Penang and Burma. He was
shot dead attacking the Governor's office
during the uprising.

e
Shortly after the aborted uprising, Dr. Sun’s Malayan “
| supporters called at the Nanyang Headquarters and o
i held a memorial service to mourn the fallen heros. ;
} Some revolutionaries who escaped narrowly with =
their lives were present to give eye-witness accounts =
] of the tragic events. i
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The Xinhai Revolution

f.”' Q-Ar"

On 10 October 1911, the New Army in Wuchang

revolted and seized power. After months of
despondency, the Nanyang Headquarters in Penang
wds -~11r]m\u1 to receive news of ”I( \\II\II.III,_‘ '
7 Uprising. They rose to the occasion and immediately
j f|1\.p,|tn hed $20,000 (Straits dollars) to Hong Kong to
= stabilize the revolutionary government -

I'he Wuchang Uprising marked the starting point of
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the Xinhai Revolution (named after the Xinhai vear)
Chinese provinces fell one after another to the
revolutionary armies over a period of six weeks
Financial support from the Overseas Chinese was
critical in consolidating the victories of the
revolutionary forces
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The Role of the Nanyang Headquarters
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In October 1911, Dr. Sun was in Denver, Colorado,
when he received news about the success of the
revolution. En route back to China, Dr. Sun broke
voyage in Penang on 12 December 1911.
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He was under strict surveillance by the British
authorities, who advised him against making any
‘public utterances’ and escorted him to his residence
at Dato’ Kramat Road. He stayed in Penang for only a
few hours, but managed to meet with his family and
closest supporters.
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Throughout the period of the Xinhai Revolution, that
is, from October to December 1911, the Penang
supporters put themselves at the service of the
revolutionary forces. Some gave up their full time
jobs or neglected their businesses to devote all their
time to their duties at the Nanyang Headquarters.
Telegrams, newspapers, a wide intelligence network
and a constant flow of travellers, brought home the
full force of events in China.

The Nanyang Headquarters was transformed into the
nerve centre for the regional movement, helping to
mobilize funds and recruits for the revolutionary
forces. It received first-hand news about the
revolution and disseminated the news by telegram to
all the branches. The Kwong Wah Yit Poh whipped up
public excitement by broadcasting the victories of the
revolutionary government.

SUN YAT SEN 1n PENANG

Branches and factions within the Tongmenghui,
which had earlier slackened in their support for Dr.
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Chinese Residency. Penang

rey Villa' or Chinese Residency which belon {
ng's father-in-law, Xie Deshun (Cheah Tek Soon). Wu

s wife Xie Liumei (Cheah Liew Bee) to sell off the
1ansion to finance the revolution. The building was bought by
T Y W Chin X . s | (1007.104 1
Dai Xiyun (lye Kee Yoon), Chinese Vice-Consu 80719
F 2 oSy Ma Wacde

Sun, now came forward to throw their weight behind
the Xinhai Revolution. Sensing the tide of change.,
even the conservative Chinese turned around to back

the winning side

On 11 November 1911, the leaders of the Nanvang
Headquarters called a public meeting at the Chinese
lown Hall. It was attended by more than 1.000
people from all walks of life. A committee of 103 was
tormed, compnsing representatives ot every street in
Penang, to organize house-to-house collections in

urgent support of the revolution.

Wu Shirong was elected to represent the Overseas
Chinese in Malaya, and to monitor all the funds sent
to Hong Kong. He met up with Dr. Sun in China, in
December that year.

!
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SUN YAT SEN INn PENANG
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The Chinese Republic Declared

Before the year was out, Sun Yat Sen was elected to
head the new Chinese Republic, promptly declared on
1 January 1912. Almost the first thing Dr. Sun did as
provisional president was to promulgate the adoption
of the Western solar calendar (in place of the Chinese
lunar calendar), and the abolition of the queue, a
badge of Han Chinese servitude to the Manchus.

The Republican Revolution transformed the Chinese
nation and the lives of ordinary Chinese in dramatic
ways. Within a month of the Wuchang Uprising,
more than 5,000 men in Penang had reportedly
snipped off their queues. Then, on 16 December
1911, the Chinese Town Hall passed a resolution in a
general meeting to affirm the abolition.

As the Penang Tongmenghui members were at the
vanguard of the new hairstyle, the Malays living around
Armenian Street called them orang Cina potong
tauchang — ‘the Chinese who cut off their queues”.

Certificate of
appreciation, 1912,
issued by Sun Yat
Sen, as China's
Provisional
President, to the
Penang Philomatic
Union. A similar
certificate was
issued to the Kwong
Wah Yit Poh.



Penang. Chinese Boys' School'. This photograph actually shows
a Singapore school, but the set-up of an early Chinese school in
Penang would have looked remarkably similar. The tail worn by
the Chinese was an object of ridicule to Westerners

Le Pem Jom'n_gl
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Postcard courtesy of Makolm Wade

As Manchu subjects all
Chinese men, whether at
home or abroad, were forced

o : LA G s woseman
to shave their foreheads and TSR G0 T Dt O S 5 i b

keep a queue.

During the Xinhai Revolution, there
was a widespread severing of queues
among the Chinese, both voluntarily
and by force.
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Chen Cuifen

Sun Yat Sen's second wife. Madam Chen Cuifen was born in Xiamen,

Fujian, in 1874. She died in Hong Kong in 1962 and was later reburied in
the Sun family graveyard in Guangzhou. This portrait was photographex

in Ipoh after the Revolution.

Courtesy of Foo Wan Thol.




DR. SUN'S FAMILY
IN PENANG
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Dr. Sun’s Residence in Penang

Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s stay in Penang was one of the rare
periods when most of the family was together for
several months. Dr. Sun travelled to Penang on 19
July 1910. He was joined by his second wife Chen

Cuifen in early August

In September, Dr. Sun’s elder brother Sun Mei was
expelled from Hong Kong. As he had been looking
after Dr. Sun’s family in Hong Kong, he had no
choice but to bring them to Penang. Sun Mei arrived
in Penang — with Dr. Sun’s first wife Madam Lu and
his two daughters — in late October or early

November. in time to attend the Penang Conterence

I'he only member of the family not with Dr. Sun was
his eldest son. Sun Fo, who was studying in Honololu

with the support of family friends in Hawai'i

Madam Lu Muzhen,
or Loo Muk Chen,
was Sun Yat Sen's first
wife. She was born In !
Guangdong in 1867

and died in Macao in
1952. She married Sun
Yat Sen in May 1884

They had three

children — a son, Su

Fo, and two daughtess=,.
Sun Yan and Sun WaEE

Museum of De. Sun Yal Sen
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Dr. Sun's family members who lived at o' Kramat Road in 1910

Lu Muzhen Sun Yan Sun Wan

aged 16 aged 14

Sun Mei Dr. Sun Yat Sen

aged 56 aged 44

Sun Mei alias Sun Dezhang, was Dr. Sun's elder brother
He was born in Cuiheng in 1854, and died in Macao in 1915
He became a successful businessman in Hawai'i and
Sponsored his brother's education there. Sun Mei spent his
fortune backing Dr. Sun and the Chinese Revolution. In
1907, he filed for bankruptcy and left Hawai'i. After 1912,
Sun Mei planned to return to Malaya to do some business,
but his health failed him and he died soon afterward

Museum of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Cuiheng

Chen Cuifen

aged 36
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Supporting The Family
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Family picture taken in Hawai'i in 1903, with Dr. Sun's mother
seated in the centre Museum of De Sun Yat-Sen, Cuiheng

When Dr. Sun’s family was living in Penang, they
' could not even afford to pay their monthly house rent
| of $20. The Penang supporters discussed Dr. Sun’s

situation and undertook to provide his family with

$120 to $130 each month for their living expenses.

This stipend was borne by 11 members of the Penang

z Philomatic Union — Chen Xinzheng, Huang Jinqing,

z Wu Shirong, Qiu Mingchang, Pan Yiyuan, Qi

- Kaiduan, Ke Qingzhuo, Xiong Yushan, Chen

z Shuzhai, Xie Yigiao and Lu Wenhui

~

< While in Penang, Dr. Sun received news of hi,\L

z mother’s death. As the Sun family was broke at th

2 time, the Penang supporters collected donations £

the funeral expenses. .
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Dr. Sun left Penang in December 1910, but his family
stayed on until early 1912, maintained by Dr. Sun’s
friends. In a letter to his friend Deng Zeru in Siam on
July 18, 1911, Dr. Sun wrote

Now my family lives in Penang and the comrades there
provide a hundred dollars for their living expenses every
month. My two daughters are in school and when my
wife gets sick, it is very hard for her to pay the medical
expenses... It is true that it is hard to support a poor
man for any length of time... | would like to ask you, if |
may, to get together ten or twenty friends in towns
other than Penang, and ask each of them to provide five
or ten dollars monthly to help my family in Penang. The
comrades in Penang have already helped for more than
six months; they might be weary of the burden. | would
appreciate it if this can be arranged...

The Complete Works of Sun Yat-sen, Vol. 1, p. 526-527.
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Two Letters to Mrs. Cantlie

In November 1910, Dr. Sun wrote two letters to Mrs

Cantlie, the wife of his mentor Dr. James Cantlie, in

London. The first letter was dated 20 November, and

the second one,

24 November; both were signed

‘YS.Sun’. Between the time of writing these two

letters, Dr. Sun had a drastic change of plans, and had
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to leave his family behind in Penang.

From Sun Yat Sen
Penang, to Mrs
Cantlie, London,
November 20, 1910

| am very busy
recently, indeed there
are good many things
to be done in China
and | could not say
definitely when | could
pay another visit to
England and shall
have the pleasure to
meet you again there

My family is with me
here now, but my son
is still study [sic] at
Honolulu

Sun Yat Sen's Jetters to Mrs.
Cantle. Source. Wellcome
Library, London

—
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From Sun Yat Sen, Penang, to Mrs. Cantlie, London, November 24,
1910

I have posted a letter to you just a few days ago, then | had not the
least idea of coming to England so soon. But now | am wanting to
go to England and America to do some business. | shall sail in a
fortnight of time, and expect to see you soon in London. Please
keep my coming secret from the China Legation.

In case any one come to your house to enquire me in the name of
Chungsan before my arrival that man will be a friend of mine you
may treat him so.
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A Letter To His Two Daughters
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My dear daughters, Yan, Wan, to receive and view. Tonight, your father has already
reached the fourth port of call, the Suez Canal. In another six days | will arrive in
England. Please inform your two mothers. Now, father would like both of you
sisters to take a group photo together. After that, send two or three pieces to your
brother's place in Honolulu. Ask him to forward them to me. One more thing, |
have sent the scenery photographs of the second and third ports of call — several
dozens of them — in a package. | have asked (Huang) Jinging to forward them, the
rest | will show you later. Also send my regards to your two mothers and everyone,
and inform them that | am safe. From your father.
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Chen Cuifen met Dr. Sun at the age of 17, and was

his constant companion during his years in exile. She
not only helped Dr. Sun in his daily routine but was
ilso involved in nisky activities such as carrying secret

messages or smuggling firearms

As Dr. Sun’s second wife, she got along with his first
wife Madam Lu: they treated each other like sisters
Dr. Sun’s children called Chen Cuifen ‘second

mother’. Years later, after Dr. Sun remarried, the

descendants would refer to Madam Lu as ‘Au-men Po’
(Macau wife), Chen Cuifen as ‘Nanyang Po’—-»
(Southeast Asian wife) and Song Qingling as

‘Shanghai Po’ (Shanghai wife) L
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In August 1910, Chen Cuifen arrived in Penang to
join Dr. Sun. She did the housckeeping, cooking and
laundry for Dr. Sun’s family and fellow
revolutionaries. After Dr. Sun was banished from
Malaya, Chen Cuifen went down to Ipoh as his
representative to raise funds for the Revolution.

In February 1912, she travelled to China with Madam
Lu and her two daughters; while the others went on
to join Dr. Sun, Chen Cuifen stayed back in Macao.
She kept two precious gifts from Dr. Sun — her
wedding ring and his watch, originally a gift from his
mentor Dr. James Cantlie.

A year or two later, Chen Cuifen returned to Malaya.
She was sent ahead by Sun Mei to explore business
possibilities in Malaya. She lived in Penang, Taiping
and Ipoh, and adopted a daughter Su Zhongying who
later married Sun Mei's grandson, Sun Qian; the
couple’s second child was born in Ipoh.

Chen Cuifen and Dr, Sun's two daughters, in Ipoh on a
fundraising mission

Courtesy of Foo Wan Thot.
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THE LEGACY OF
SUN YET SEN'S
SUPPORTERS

IN PENANG

The Kwong Wah Yit Poh newspaper bureau
at 16 Malay Street.

Courtesy of Kwong Wah Yit Poh Press Berhad.
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After The Revolution

After the Xinhai Revolution, the Tongmenghui party
was superseded by the Guomindang (Kuomintang),

which set up branches all over Malaya

T
EN IN PENANC(

I'he Penang Philomatic Union, which still served as
the Tongmenghui Nanyang Headquarters, moved te=,

52A Queen Street on 29 January 1912
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On 1 February 1913, the Kwong Wah Yit Poh and the
Penang Philomatic Union moved into 16 and 18
Malay Street, respectively. The Philomatic Union
then bought over the Chinese Merchants Club (Xiao
Lan Ting) at 65 Macalister Road and has been based

there since 1917

Dr. Sun’s supporters were at the forefront of the
movement for modern Chinese education in Penang,
establishing schools such as the Chung San Primary
School, Bayan Lepas (1912), Chung Ling School
(1917) and Fukien Girls’ School (1920), subsequently

called the Penang Chinese Girls” School

After 1911, the Kwong Wah Yit Poh was run by the
Guomindang party in Malaya but became
independent in the 1950s. Today, it is one of the

oldest Chinese new spapers in the world

The Fukien Girls' School in the Penang Philomatic Society building.
Reproduced from Historical Personalities of Penang
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bute to Chen Xinzheng
ounder of Chung Ling

g Philomatic
Macalister Road.
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Sites Associated with Sun Yat Sen and
his Penang Supporters

Second Penang
Philomatic Union
premises and
Road Tongmenghui
Nanyang
Headquarters, 120
Armenian Street
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[.ocation of 120 Armenian Street

The Penang Philomatic Union and the Tongmenghui
Nanyang Headquarters were located at 120 Armenian
Street. From here, it was a short walk to Wu Shirong’s
house on Acheen Street and Huang Jinging's office at
Beach Street.

The Hokkiens called the street ‘Phah tang ke’
(Cantonese, Ta thung kai) or ‘striking copper street’,
after the Malay brazier’s shop across the road from 120
Armenian Street. The curved, narrow street traverses a
multi-ethnic neighbourhood, with many small alleys
and secret gateways leading to temple courtyards and
mosque compounds. Secret societies, which famously
instigated the Penang Riots in 1867, were entrenched
in this area until their prohibition in 1590.

Reproduced from Wadah Tumpuan Warisan Budaya brochure
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A Note on the Penang Sites

Secrecy, anonymity and mobility were important
considerations for the Tongmenghui in choosing the
locations of their bases.

It appears that the Tongmenghui sites had certain
things in common. They had easy access to the
tramline, river transport, the railway station and the
harbour. Secondly, the premises were strategically
positioned with a great variety of pedestrian
approaches. Thirdly, they were located in mixed
ethnic areas, in close proximity to informal Malay-
Muslim settlements — all the better to slip in and
out undetected by suspicious Chinese neighbours.

Instead of formal street names, the Chinese in
Penang habitually used local place names. For
example, Dr. Sun’s mailing address in Penang was
Huang Jinqing's shop ‘“Tek Cheang’, located along a
section of Beach Street, with the local Hokkien place
name of Tuan Lo-sin (Cantonese, Tuan Lo-san). This
section, lined with Chinese import-export
companies, between Acheen and Armenian Streets,
was named after “Tuan Hussain’ or Tengku Syed
Hussain who once owned most of the houses here.
From the shop, it was a three-minute walk to the
tramline and clan jetties along Weld Quay.

The first address of the Penang Philomatic Union was
at Dato’ Kramat Road, called Kam-a-hui (Cantonese L
Kam chai-un) or ‘orange grove’. Dato’ Kramat Roaﬁ;
was a peri-urban area surrounded by Malg,

settlements and fruit orchards. i
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Sun Yat Sen’s house, at 404 Dato’ Kramat Road. was
located at a particular section of Dato’ Kramat Road
called Si-kham tiam (Cantonese, Si kan-tim) —
meaning ‘four shops’. This was the section between
the Dato’ Kramat Police Station and the Prison.
About three minutes” walk from Dr. Sun’s house was
‘Dato’ Kramat Garden’, also called ‘Brown Gardens’.
a public park where Dr. Sun would have enjoyed his

morming or evening strolls

The Aver Itam—]Jetty tramline connected Wu
Shirong’s Swee Hock Hui (Rui Fu Yuan) and the
houses along Dato” Kramat Road to the town centre,

harbour and railway

Magazine Statior, Perar

The tram coming from Dato’ Kramat Road. Penang was the first
town in Malaysia to introduce municipal electrical supply in 1904
and the tram service in 1906, Dr. Sun, who enjoyed modern things,
was probably a frequent rider on the Penang tram!

Postcard courtesy of Malcolm Wade
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Ownership of 120 Armenian Street

1875 —1900

The carliest document relating to 120 Armenian
Street dates from 1875, The hirst owner was Cheah
Joo Seang, most likely the Hokkien leader who was a
trustee of the Cheah Kongsi from 1579 to 1591

Indenture of 1900
conveying the
property to Lim

Boon Yeow

Lim's signature

1900 —1913

The house belonged to ‘Lim Boon Yeow of Pitt Street
Penang Trader’. In 1909 it became the premises ol

the Penang Philomatic Union and the Penang branch =

of the Tongmenghu
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From 1910, the Kwong Wah Yit Poh
was published from this address
I'he Tongmenghur moved out in
January 1912, and the Kwong Wah

Yit Poh pressin 1913
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1913 —1926

I'he house was sold to three women from Camarvon Street
— widows Puah Gek Thuan and Puah Gek Sim, and a
married woman Puah Gek Soke. In 1924, Madam Phuah
Gek Tuan commissioned the architect Chew Eng Eam to
make alterations to the kitchen area, most likely in
response to the backyard being given up for a new road,
Kampong Kolam. It was probably during Madam Phuah’s
time that the house was refurbished — the staircase was
relocated, wall cupboards were installed facing the air well,

and the floor was relaid with patterned cement tiles

Left: The staircase —
Top and above: Kitchen alteration plans of

1924 by Chew Eng Eam. PERDANA
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The air-well is an attractive feature of the tropical shophouse, allowing light
and ventilation to flood the interior of a long and narrow building. The atfffRANA
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Left: Ch'ng Teong
Swee's company sign
Below: Ch'ng Teong
Swee and his first wife

{v:" Left below: Nyony
matriarch Tan Ean Siew
CHNG ENG 100

1926 —1993

I'he house was owned by a merchant Ch'ng Teong
Swee. He used it as a family residence. His
stepmother Madam Tan Ean Siew, who made Nyonya
1ikes for weddings, was the matnarch of the house

\fter the Japanese Occupation, in 1945, the family
firm Ch'ng Eng Joo was re-starte d here before moving

to Chulia Street. In 1993, the |i«|!1.< was purchased by

the author’s family
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-Above: The ormamental wooden screen and family.aitac. Today, thefront=—~
hall displays a pictorfal exhibition on Dr. Sun Yat SemifPendng. s .
Far left: The kitehen with-an original firewood Stove used by Madam Tan-. =
fo make Nyonya cakes, : v - L
Left: The back-airwell whichadjoins the kitchen.

~




Visit by Dignitaries

The first ‘Dr. Sun Yat Sen in Penang’
exhibition, inaugurated by Dato’ Seri (now
Tun) Dr. Mahathir Mohamed, then
Malaysian Prime Minister, in conjunction
with the first national Chinese New Year
Open House in Penang in 2001. He was
accompanied by the then Deputy Prime
Minister, Dato’ Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi (now the Prime Minister) and the
former Penang Chief Minister Tan Sri

Dr. Koh Tsu Koon
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Mr. Hu Jintao, the
President of China (then
vice-president) visiting
120 Armenian Street in
April 2002.

Courtesy of
Xinhusa News Agency

Visit by Mr. Wu
Bangguo, China's
National People's
Congress standing
committee
chairman, 2005.
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Actor (Winston Chao) and Most Promising Newcomer (Wu Yue), a

the Golden Angel award at the Chinese American Film Festival
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Chronology

1906. Sun Yat Sen made his first trip to Penang
where he was put up at the Xiao Lan Ting club. He
gave a dinner speech to the club members about
San Min Zhuyi and how China would fall if they did
not overthrow the Manchu regime.

The Tongmenghui Penang branch was formed with
22 members, electing Wu Shirong as founding
chairman and Huang Jinging as deputy chairman.

Early 1907. Sun Yat Sen, Hu Hanmin, Huang Xing
and Wang Jingwei gave public speeches at the
Penang Chinese Town Hall. Dr. Sun's talk was entitled
‘The Overthrow of the Manchus is the Prerequisite for
Saving China.’

While in Penang, Huang Xing issued a pamphlet
urging the Han Chinese to reject the Manchu queue.

Early 1908. Soon after the failure of the Zhennanguan
Uprising (in December 1907), Chen Xinzheng invited
Wang Jingwei to give a talk at San Shan Club. His talk
was entitled ‘The Fujian compatriots must particularly
help the Revolution.'

1908, probably May. After being expelled from
Tongking (in March 1908), Sun Yat Sen came to stay
at Lin Zisheng's place at Sar Kak Chan (near Victoria
Green). They received good news about the Hekou
Uprising in Yunnan, but the success was short-lived.

Sun Yat Sen gave a public talk at the Xiao Lan Ting
Club entitled ‘China will be conquered if the Manchus
are not overthrown'.

Late 1908. Wu Shirong called a meeting at Rui Foi—

Yuan to start a reading club. PERDANA
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6 December 1908. The Penang Philomatic Union was
formed at a public meeting at the Penang Chinese
Town Hall.

31 January 1909. The Penang Philomatic Union was
inaugurated at 94 Dato’ Kramat Road.

23 May 1909. The Penang Philomatic Union moved to
120 Armenian Street.

1909. Wang Jingwei gave a public talk at the Xiao Lan
Ting Club, Penang, entitled ‘Revolution is the only

answer to advance China's commerce’.

February 1910. Mutiny of the Cantonese New Army in
Guangzhou, headed by Zhao Sheng.

11 July 1910, Dr. Sun arrived in Singapore from Japan.

20 July 1910. Dr. Sun came to Penang and stayed for
over four months.
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» August 1910. The Southeast Asian bureau of the
' Tongmenghui was transferred from Singapore to
Penang, making the latter the Nanyang Headquarters.

Dr. Sun reorganized the party under the new name
Zhonghua Geming Dang (Chinese Revolutionary
Party).

13 November 1910. Dr. Sun chaired a secret regional
meeting of the Tongmenghui at 404 Dato’ Kramat
Road to plan the Second Guangzhou Uprising; this
became known as the ‘Penang Conference' (Bineng
Huiyi).

14 November 1910. Dr. Sun chaired an Emergency
Meeting at the Tongmenghui Nanyang Headquarters,
120 Armenian Street, and launched the fundraising
campaign for the Second Guangzhou Uprising.

2 December 1910. The first issue of the Kwong Wah Yit
Poh was published from 120 Armenian Street, Penang.

6 or 7 December, 1910. Dr. Sun left Penang as a result
of being banished.

27 April 1911. The Second Guangzhou Uprising was
bravely staged by the Tongmenghui. It was also called
the ‘Canton March 29 Uprising' as it took place on the
29th day of the 3rd month of the Chinese lunar
calendar.

Some weeks later, the Tongmenghui met at Lin Rurui's
estate house to mourn the martyrs.

10 October 1911. The Wuchang Uprising, also called
the ‘Double Tenth' Uprising, broke out.

11 November 1911. A public meeting was held at the
Penang Chinese Town Hall to show support for the
revolution.

SUN YAT SEN IN PENANG

12 December 1911. Dr. Sun stopped in Penang for th
last time, en route to China.
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A poster with a portrait of Sun Yat Sen and his last will and
testament, as transcribed by Wang Jingwei. Before the
Japanese Occupation, Chinese school students in Malaya had
to bow before Dr. Sun's portrait and recite his will by heart
during school assembly

16 December 1911. The Penang Chinese Town Hall
passed a resolution to abolish the queue.

1 January 1912. The Republic of China was
inaugurated, with Dr. Sun as the first Provisional
President.
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You can |ll']p \Ill)lll(ll'l'

the rr\pnnxll»ilil\ of saving om
country by donating your money,
while our comrades in our country

are sacrificing their lives.'

- Sun Yat Sen in the famous speech

— he made in Penang, 1910

The Second Guangzhou Uprising (also called the Canton
March 29 Uprising). a tuming point of the 1911 Chinese
Revolution, was planned from a place 2,400 km away —n

Penang in present-day Malavsia.

\s a young revolutionary, Dr. Sun Yat Sen travelled widely
and lived amongst the Chinese communitics abroad. including
Japan, North America and Southeast Asia. He mobilized the

overseas Chinese with the dream of saving the Chinese nation

In 1910. when success scemed most remote, D Sun turned to
his followers in Penang. The Penang Philomatic Union became
the Tongmenghui party’s Nanvang Headquarters, raising funds
and fighters for the Second Guangzhou Upnising and acting

decisively to help consolidate the Xinhai Revolution
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