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E 1 loved Gao Hua. | sent a message to the farmly. The son replied.

One of Gao Hua's students from ECNU is with me this year. Gao Hua told
~ e 10 take the student. So I did. [ was happy to do whatever Gao Hua told me to
do. | trusted hum totally. [ greatly looked forward to my annual visit with him for
e hours of chating and, for me, learmng. [ felt fortunate that he was willing
h‘ve me the time. His knowledge, his research skills, his analytical acumen, his
humanity, his empathy, hus insights — a treasure. A loss. I lack the words to express
deeply 1 feel about a person of such integrity in a regime system with so little
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1 am not alone in having known Gao Hua from a common
association with the Hopkuns-Nanjing Center and am not the only
foreign friend he mvited to his apartment. Howeyer, one memory
of that visit has haunted me. Gao Hua invited me speciicelly 0
see his university-assigned apartment (in 1994 or 1995), but I am
not sure why. The building m which he lived was onc of those
dank, dark, and poorly-mantained cement “walkup” apertment
structures of indeterminate age that looked overcrowded and
forlorn, 1 had visited several oer fcules e ens
miserable a condition 25 Was Gao Hua.

and none was living .25 ¥
\\Wlﬂﬂ"\hlﬂ"‘“mﬂ'
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wred, each family with its own gas heater that had to be ignited before
¢ or hot water was wanted. Gao Hua made a point to show me that in the
Il there was ane toilet, but two toilet seats hung on the wall, one on cither
‘the toilet for use by one of the two families.

This seemed emblematic of something, although I am at pains to say
Cisely what it is. Surely, the living conditions seemed demeaning to my
ise sensibilities. What | cannot recall is whether Gao Hua characterized this
as reflecting the madequacy of Nanjing University's faculty housing
0 that era, or whether he hinted that his family’s lot was one way the university
b reacted to his political posture and outspokenness among foreign
15, punishing him for flirung with impropriety while providing a tangible
for ham 10 tow the line and be reassigned to more commodious quarters.

At the e, Gao Hua's English was about as limited as my Chinese and,
80, our capacity to communicate with subtlety or nuance was hobbled. Yet, he
[M I conveying immense integrity and a determination to live by his
Mnﬂﬂmﬂwm«u&qw He was quite an inspiration.
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; 1 was deeply saddened 1o hear the news of the death of my esteemed colleague

- Gao Hus. Among many other things, his death causes us to reflect on the fragility
“of life, and his passing forces us to reflect on how we make use of the limited time

e have. Ina way, the ultimate question is: Does our life make a difference?

Guo Hua made an impact. Gao Hua made a difference. Gao Hua enjoyed the
i w:n respect of his colleagues in China and abroad. The most creative historians

are, by definition, independent and cntical thinkers. They are not propagandists;
“ are not state functionaries; they are not the mouthpieces of political parties.
‘ho(mfm]wnscm:hescsonsufsundaxds.bul(‘mu}«lunseﬂonslodow
hwul | never met a colleague or graduate student who did not express
{wm for hus tireless quest for dignity and respect.
'y 1 once had the honor of serving as a formal discussant for a conference
}Lﬂ paper written by Gao Hua. The subject was the political and military

‘, of the Civil War period (1945 1949) in Republican China. | was stunned
'guwdhp-w-ﬂhbnmdmmm Gao Hua rejected

teleology. The concrete evig

that the outcome of the C:T:J: ::: m

The sources showed!ha!ﬂ)ﬂtwmmmc and
multiple contingencies. Whenever I read a new work of esarch,
T always ask myself if the work has forced me o see major issues
in new ways and to rethink my own assumptions. Geo Huz's
work caused me to pause and reflect. His posture as  professional
historian was extraordinarily admirable. He made a difference —
a big difference — and he will be sorely missed as a scholar and,
more importantly, as a person of great mtegnty.
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had the privilege of meeting Gao Hua, and I will regret that missed
1o my own dying day. [ was acquainted with him as a person mostly
iy graduate student, David Chang ( #% ), who knew him well and visited
0 hospital. But 1 knew his work well, especially his monumental
ang study of Mao's rise in the party: {4 K fa % E4f A2 i) A
prodigious research 1n a vast range of documentaries, memoirs and
s book 15 the best account we have of the deep historical roots
cation campaign in the 1940s. It is at once the work of a committed
secking 10 understand the organizing principle of Mao’s China and
Revolution environment in which he grew up, and a true model of
e “secking truth from facts ™ ( % ¥ & L ). One can only hope that
China and abroad will follow the example of this courageous scholar,
r conclusions that meradicable facts lead them to, and not remember
mﬁuuly--mwbomw:bookmuouldno(be
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