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Policy Understanding and Experience-based Narratives:

Land-lost Farmers’ Expression

LIAN Hong-ping', LI Bin®
(1. School of Management, Beijing Normal University, Beijing, 100875, PRC;
2. Department of Sociology. Central South University, Changsha, Hunan, 410083, PRC)

[ Abstract] As a result of urbanization, a great deal of land has been expropriated at the urban-rural
fringes, thus the issue of land-lost farmers accompanied by land expropriation and compensation becomes
striking. This paper which is different from the previous research undertook a careful research on the land-
lost farmers’ interests expression in a resettlement community in QY Street, C City, Hunan Province.
Through this analysis, it presented the different faces within the group of land-lost farmers, including
leaders, independent frequent appellants, activists, grumblers, and those who support the government’s
decision. This paper also displayed different dynamics behind their interests expression and their
narratives based on experiences, thus revealed the multi-dimensions of land-lost farmers’ interests
expression in China. In line with this analysis, the paper concluded by proposing a series of tactics making
for positive interaction between land-lost farmers and local government.

[Key words] land-lost farmers; interests expression; policy understanding; experience-based narratives;
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