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‘                PREF^CE               ∶

This st凵 dy in econ°mic history dea1s Ⅱith the tea pΓ oducti0n

lnduotrv for export and the∶ internationa1 tea trade in the period of

"th●  1ong eighteenth century:1, FoΓ  more tha。  thousand years the

cu1tIvotion  and tΓade of tea in Chino hpβ  p1ayed a。  imp。 rta。t ro1e

In the Chinese domestic eConomy。  ^1thρ ugh the o^poΓ t of Chinese teo

can be traced 0t 1east to the 10t| century "hen the· trade of tea

being exchanged for hoΓ ses Ⅱas carΓ ied out on a'1arge sc。 1e bet凵een

song dynasty and the nO【 【ndic tΓ ibes outs1口 e the s。 ng· s noΓ th"estern

bord● r,  it  iθ  th●  European expansion into China "hich Γesu1te1

Chin●●● t●●b●ComIng on int● rnationo1 com△ odity from the18th ce口tury

on"● rd● 。 Th● roρ Id lncr● ooing t● o c° nsumρtion of the Euroρ eons since

th●  17208 r【 od● t●o th●  p卜 imary exρ ort fΓom China? ∶t "as the puΓsuit

of tea thot dre" the European comρ anies to China。  ^ctua11ˇ ,  f° r the

European companiesJ tea "as "the g。d to "hich everything e1se "as

sacΓ ificed"。  :n order t°  ΓestΓ ai口 the EuΓ opean 。ommerci01 expansiρ 0

the Oing goveΓment estab1isⅡed the Canton sy△ 叩 t。 aⅡⅡistΓate

China· s  trade  "ith  the  "esteΓ neΓ s。  The direct  Γesu1t  of  the

internotiona1 tea trade 凵as the amount of si1ˇer f1o"ing into China

because there 凵as ViΓ tua11y no rlarket foΓ  the Euroρean products in

China 0nd the EuΓ opeans ho- theΓ efoΓe to impoΓ t bu11ion into China

for tea。  The eXchange of∷ si1ˇer for tea under the contro1 of the

Canton system beCame,th。 -asic structure °f the o1d China trade 凵ith

the 凵esterners in·  the 18th cent凵Γy。  The gro"ing internation。 1 tea

trade bΓought a ρostive impact on the tea producing aΓ ea concentrated

on exports口   "hich Γesu1ted in the emergence 。f ne" Γe1ation of

production in the traditiona1 natura1 econ° my。  Once the s。urce 。f

●l1ˇ●r"as exhausted an-the tΓ adition。 1 sinoˉ
"esteΓ

n tΓade str凵 0ture

凵●●br0ken口 the Eng1ish″  and 1ateΓ  the Americans口 smugg1ed opium int。

Chlno "ith 凵hiCh to puΓ chase foΓ  tea。  Based on'~opium foΓ  tea, they



Γeˉ estab1ished the ba1ance of the  structure of sinoˉ
"estern trode。

"hen this ba1ance "as threatened by the fiΓ
m attitude of the Ch· ing

g0ˇer冂ment against opium smugg1ing the Eng1ish did not hestate to

臼band0n the commercia1 effoΓ t and resort to mi1itory force。  The opium

Ⅱar in 1840 JnΓ ks the pΓocess of the E凵 r0pean expansion to China

chang∶ ng frgm the cOJ,merCia1 effort to mi1it臼 ry c。 nquest。

"y  interest  in  this  study  "as  initia11v  inspired  by
DΓ 。Loenord B1uss0 "hen : opρ 1iθd f0r tho fe11o"ship in the research

nuc1ei of th●  "Eight●enth Century os ^ Coteg° Γv in ^sion "istory in

"emorv of J。
C。 Von1● ur" In th● ocodomlC V● or of soρ t●m臼or 1992。 Jun●

109J ot ":^s口  th●  "●th● r1ondθ  :nBtitut●  for ^dvonc● d studˇ 】n th●

"tooanities 
θnd socio1 sciences, Royo1 "ether1onds^Cod● mv of^rts ond

science。   "e suggested that  ∶  se1ect a case otudy on the tea

production for expoΓt in the 18th century。  Ⅱhen : obtained the

fe11o"ship 臼nd Carried on my study p1on in ":^s, : eXtended the

research to the internationa1 trade in teo and the administrotiˇ e

system of china:s foreigh trθ de,  "hich resu1ts in o se● ies of

artic1es: s¤ me of these artic1es has been pub1ished。  These artic1es

consist of the Chapters of this book. I ho卩 e that this study on a

sing1e c¤mmodity 0on to some eXtent sho" the ch臼 raCteristics of the

"estern commercia1 eXpansion into^sip 
臼nd sino。

"esteΓ
n re1ations in

18th century。

First1y  :  "ou1d  1ike  to  expess my deepest  thanks  to

DΓ 。Leonord B1usso, "ho has offered me an enormo山 s amount of he1p and

acts as on e1der brother  in my research car0er。  "ithout his

inspiration 臼nd guidance  :  cou1d not  have  Γeached my present

achievement。
kI 
θm sincere1y gratefu1 to":^s and its diΓ eCtoΓ Prof。  J。 ǎh'^

de  κaa口  eXecutiˇ e  director  "。
"ugenho1tz  for  offering  me  the

opportunity to caΓ ry on my research in ":^s。  : "ou|d a1s°  1ike to

thank "rs Dinny Vou冂 g, the 1ibⅡ arian and other staff of Ⅱ:^s for

2

th●】r uof●】1Im h● 1ρ od c。。ρerotion。  : sh。u1d stΓ ess mv deeρ thanks
t● ",● m ●】m口。。nJ "h° mde nothing of the ha卩 dships inˇ o1ˇod in
oorP●otIn。  mv En。 1】 8h "Γ iting, "ithout heΓ  he1p : c。 u1d not h。 ě
bP●uuht mv r● ●●。rch r●su1ts int。  。n Eng1ish book。

: ●
"●

 0 臼r●ot debt 。f grotitud●  in th。  "h。 1e mv rese。 Γch
o●r●●P t。 mv"If●, Xie"eihuQ, 凵h0hos c。冂mit0d herse1f t°  take core
●口 mv fom】 1v o° th。 t Ⅱ c。n concentrote 吖 miod 。n reseaΓ ch。 uith。ut
h●r I冂 t● r●0t 。nd supρort this 。̌1ume, 1ike mv °ther ρub1ic。 ti°ns,
Ⅱou1d b● 】mρossib1e。

: b●or o11 the Γesp°nsibi1ity f。 Γ。ny erroro。 rising herein。

⋯ 吣

"
Jun●口 19o口 。t "∶

^s
C了h● "● th●r1odB :ngtItuto for

ndˇ●nc。J stutv in th●  "unniti●s
ond soci。 1 sciemes冫

3
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"oneys

The tae1(了 1s冫 , the basic unit of Chinese curΓ encV used in the

foreign trade in China in 18th century。  But the basic ciΓ cu1ating

C0in 凵as the sponish do11or(s冫 .       /

1 toe1 = 6s。 8d。  or $ 1。 Ξ88 or f1。 弓。‘7

1 pound(￡冫 = T1s 5 or s ‘  ·

1 do11oΓ ($冫  〓 T1s O。 72 or 5s

"eights

The picu1, the basic unit of Chinese "eight阝  used in the

foreign trade in Canton。

1 picu1 = 135.3 p°unds(1b。 冫 °r 125 Dutch ponds or ‘。69 Russian

poods

9
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Chapter 工

Conton system8 Ch土 na,s React土 on to
口urop。 an  Commerc土 a工 EXpans土 on 土n
the 18th Century

Th● re1ationship bet凵een Europe and^sio under"ent a drastic

Chonge in the 18th centurV、  the ne"1yˉ rising BΓ itish co1onists

Γep1aced those of PPrtuga1,spain and thρ
"ethFr1ands口

and became the

m臼 in f0rce of Euroρ ean expoosion into Far East。  Based on mi1itarv

force Britain obtainod ρo1itiCa1 ru1e oˇ er some Γegions in coasta1

:ndia and used th¤ m as bases toˇ enture into China。  "o"eˇ er口  8ritish

commercia1 expansion into China "as po"eΓ fu11y restrained by China|s

government, "hich ,nintained seˇ ere po1icies on China· s foreign

tΓade。  ^t 臼 time 凵hen tea becafne a uniˇ ersa1 beˇ eΓage 凵hiCh 凵as

"ide1v consumod, ond Europeans·
 thiΓ st for tea incΓ eased口  China had

冖°t s° ught for contacts "ith EuΓopeans because the commodities of

Euroρeao manufactures "ere a1most not attractiˇ e to the I【laΓkets in

China。  Before EuΓ oρeon mi1itary foΓ ce became s-rong enough to forCe

China to oρ en its mlarkets for their "fΓ ee trade", Euroρ eans "eΓ e

forced to be subject to the Chinese goˇ ermlent· s adninistΓ ative

systom of  tΓ ode,  "hich  is ca11ed the Cantoo sVstθ m or· Canton

Commercia1 svstom bV "estern historians。

"esteΓ
n histoΓ ians haˇ e done a 1ot of research on the Canton

sVstgm, ho"eveΓ , "hich is most1y based。 n the sour0es of the Eastern

Cmpanies and the records of 凵esterners  1iˇ ing in China。   They

Considered this  sVstgm  as a resu1t of sense of superiority and

●Xc1usiˇ eness t° the iso1ation from the uoΓ 1d,1oΓ a:ystem of hong

9 c.。
t。n "isce11anv, "o。 2, 1831。



丨l

/

:∶

∶
i!∶∶
:m∶丨:丨玉:i∶ 'i丨 rll∶!|∶l抒l甘 :∶I{!J丨:f∶ y∶∶∶l

"ith the "ong sˇ
stem' sinco h°Hg merchahts "eΓ e a1m° ot the 。n1y
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China an-sOutLe0sr Asia'cambΓ idgeJ Cambridge university pΓ ess'
1970口  p.229.

弓
 "。 rse, H。 B。 口 Gi1ds of China口  p。 65ˉ 69口  shanghai' 1909. Υenˉ

p∶ ing"ao、 The Co△lpΓador in"ineteenth Century China:BΓ idge bet"een
East and 凵est, p。 2J "aΓ vaΓd Uniˇ eΓ sity Press' 1970。

4 Cheong口
 ibid口  and TΓ a-e and Finance in China: 1784ˉ 1834` in

Business Hist。Γy, Vo1.12' "o.1J January口  1965口  p.36。
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l艹mamht f扯 toFi∞
"由
e∞由otˉ J汛 ihs in Ⅱhi。 he氵。∷Ⅱaˇ th山

c。u1d:mi1itarˇ ,∞雨eΓ ce o卜 by fi乩 nci苔 tt}fbution。
"占"eveΓ
,o品 |t

from the Portuguese Ⅱho h。 ds山ccesof己 1tˇ estao1i。 hed thei卜 perho宀。n亻

s0tt1ement in"acooJ no0ther Europe占 h co山 nt卜 呐̌g ab1。 t。 。btoi宀 a

sett1ement in Ch|宀 a山nti1the0。 ium Ⅱ占Γ∷
"heh th0Eng1ioh宀

avy

defeoted Qing]s troop and fo卜 cod China· s g。 ě卜rwnent t0 aFc°pt the

tradino oonditi。ns 0f the Europeans.

:n 1685 the Qing goˇernmeht conquered Tai"ah 凵here the

κo火 inga fo汴 i1y had been base0 foΓ  docodeo to fight ogainst "anchu

Γu1e in China. The fo11o凵 ing year the moΓ itime prohibition dec1ared

by Qin0 emper。 r ih order t0 b1ock the trode° f the koXihga fa而 i1y凵as

tota11y1ifted,6a耐 the f∝ ei⒄ 帕∝hmto凵 e沌 a11"刨 to0ea1in

the nonˉ tΓ ibute tΓ ade 凵hiCh they ha0 1ooked fo"ard to for so 1ong。

5 sir Henry 
Υu1e, Cath

"ak1uyt society' 19·
b.

aˇ  and the "aˇ  了hither` Vo1.1, p。 180,

6 :ef。 re 1684 maΓ itime pΓ ohibition 凵as 1ifted in some coasta1

Γegions in Fujian and Guangdong pΓ oˇ inces: About the detai1s of

maΓ itime pΓohibition in eaΓ 1y Qing peΓ iod, see zhuang GuotuJ zhongguo

Fengjian zhengfu de Huaqiao zhengche (  The Po1icies of China· s

GoveΓ nment  to凵 aΓds  the 0verseas Chinese befoΓ e 1911)'  pp.01-68.

Xiamen UniveΓ sitˇ ρross' 1989.

7 The first chance of tribute trade to the maΓ itime EuΓ opean

contries was gΓ anted by the fiΓ st Qing empeΓ oΓ sunzhi to Dutch "hep

thO fiΓ st DutCh missi。 n headed by Pi0te卜  de G0yer and Jacob κeizer
ǐsited peking 1n 1656。  Ho"eˇ 0Γ I the tΓ ibute trade 凵ith China foΓ

DutCh "as a11o凵 ed on1ˇ  oncO eioht years。  Qing shi 1u‘  (CsL' The
docnρOnta1  chronio1es of Qing co山 rts)∶   Chun之 hi∷  卜eighperi。d(16厶 4·

lofl)`Ch.103;LeonaΓ d81山sse and zh山 ang Guotu∷ He shi Ch山 卩ang
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∶∶∶∶∶⒒⒒肌 :l:⒈∶∶∶∶r∶∶Wr∶ h⒘∶
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formu1ated " Five 1imitations on barbarian meΓ chants"。

9 But in 1760

∶∶∶挡Ⅳ△∶
al胖
俣刂%:}∷u茗
··
t∶

n生

T圭 :∶黥 辶
a∶

∶
union of hong meΓ chants冫 口 "hich 凵as granted the △lonopo1y to trade

凵ith  凵esteΓ n  merchants口   a1though  this  priˇ i1ege  凵as  1ateΓ

zhong¤ uO Ji Υan1iu ( "ote0 。n the fiΓst Dutch mission to China冫 ,

p。‘2口 Xiamen Uniˇersity press, 1989。

8"。 rseJ Chronic1es of the E查st:ndia CofIpany Trading to China.

16弓 5ˉ 13乃4,5ˇ°1unes口 Vo1.1口 p。 271:Uang zhichun口
Ji( GCRVJ, Qing’ s pacifing the Γemote Γegions冫

' V01.5, 1879。

9 shi  1iao kunˉ KIan(sLXKJ  unpub1ished docLJnents pΓ eserˇed

origina11y in the Forbidden Pa1ace and pΓ inted in theiΓ origina1 foΓ m

凵ith0ut being edited by FoΓ bidden Pa1aCe"useum in30s this centuΓ y)'

"o。

9, ·3 Records of Eng1ish TΓ ade in zhejiang in2‘ th year of Qian1ong

Γeignperiod"Jp。 307;"orseJ Chronic1es口 Vo1.5,ρ。94口 CambΓ idge, 1929。

changed。  O unti1 thot time the syste,n of trade administration in

Canton hod concentrated on foΓ ming a so1id basis geneΓ a11y口  "hich

"est●
rn●rg co11ed the Canton system. This systel△ inc1uded thΓ ee rnin

e1θmont0: comm。dities exchange contΓ o1, taking precautions against

foreigneΓs and restraining Chihese merohants。  since then the Qing

goˇ●rmIent continued to dec1are a series of ru1es and Γegu1ations

occording to ne" situations口  as is i11ustΓ ated by the "Four Checks

in order to take precautions against baΓ baΓ ians" formu1ated in 1777

by 1i "u, the goveΓ nor of Guangdong and concurrent1y superˇ isoΓ of

Canton  Custom;11  "Regu1ations  of  the business  carΓ ied bet"een

Chinese and baΓbarians" formu1ated by the ǐceroy Bai  Ling and

suρerˇ isoΓ  chang Xian in 1809;12 " "ine ru1es `亻 oΓ  reorganizing

10 short1y afteΓ
 Canton"as open for maΓ itime tΓ ade' 1i shizhen'

the governoΓ  of Guangdong pΓ。vince issued a officia1   announcement

about the Γegu1ations of trade in Canton in 1685J "hich a11o凵 ed the

merchants fΓ om outside Guangdong chose the merchants in Canton they

prefered to caΓ ry their tΓ ade。   Fu-ˇ ue zhengˉ 1ue(FΥ zL` The stΓ ategy

of Γu1ing oveΓ  Guangdong province冫 ,  edicted by Li  shizhen'  the
g,vernoΓ  of Guangdong in 1ate 17th CentuΓ y, Ch。 6口  Anno山n00ments口

ρp.55ˉ 56。  In EICIs reCords( ship· s Diaries口  1705冫  it "as said that

Europeans Ⅱere at 1ibeΓ ty to pay their o"n duties and to dea1 open1y

"ith any merchants on the sp。
t in ear1y times。  see: samue1 Ba11口 ~An

Account of the Cu1tiˇ ation and "anufacture of Tea in China' pp.342:

343, London口  1848。

11 Xu dishan` Daˉ
zhong Ji(oo11ections of the affaiΓ s of trade

in Canton in Qing peri° d)口  Vo1.2口  pp.139ˉ 142。

12

Omperor

Jiaqingˉ Chao凵 aiˇ jiao shi-1iao(JQ"JsL' Dip1omatic recoΓ ds of

Jiaqing reignperiod口 1796-1820冫 J Vo1。 3J p。 9。
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幻
"i叩

tΓ卩deII幻Γmu荻刨 。yⅡe vitΓ吖 Ja。g幻xi叫 !3mu”s.”∵
taκ e pΓ ecautions against baΓ barians" f。 rmu1ate- by the ǐceroy 1i,

""gbin in 1851∷
:1午  a~口  fi na11y, thρ  "Eight Γ凵1吓 Ⅱ take

precautiρns again,t -aΓ 0aΓ i ansl∶  foΓ IIlu1∷a!ed oy the ǐceΓoy Lu κ凵n in

1835。
15ThFse1imitatipns on tΓ

。ding by foreign IrleΓ ch00ts凵 eΓe not

genera11y any frDΓ e severe than those 9f 1i shiya。  i口∷1zs9。  "o"everJ

thF Γequ!ati°ns 1imiting the tΓ ading of Coinese JIleΓ chant§  Ⅱele

becoming inCΓ easing1v strict。

The contents of Conton system main1y inc1udes the fo11o"ing:

^冫

 The ru1e of a sing1e port opened to foΓ eign tr。 de。

This decision "as taken by emperor Qian1ong at the end of

1757, since then a11 the foΓ eign ěsse1s "eΓ e 。ctua11y a11o"ed to

tΓade on1y in Canton and "eΓ e not peΓ mitted to sai1 noΓ th"aΓ ds.

"o"ever,  theΓ
e  "eΓ e  t凵o  eXCeptions  to  this  ru1e。   ρoΓ tuguese

commercia1 ships "ere not to tΓ ade any"heΓ e other than in"acao"hich

had been a  PoΓ tuguese sett1ement  fΓ om  1557 on凵 ards口  and  the

POrtugues0 in"acao had b0enˇ ery carefu1 not to antagonise the Qing

couΓ t and the 1oca1 offi0ia1s. The veose1s from other countries "ere

not a11oⅡ ed to t|ade si△ u1tane0us1y in "acao。
16 ^moy 凵as 0pen to

spanish vesse1sJ but this Γight "as on1y n°mina1 since the tΓ ading

bet"een"。 ni1a and^IIloy had a1凵 ays been undeΓ taken by Chinese junks。

B冫  The c0ntro1 on the ￠ommodities of expoΓ ts and imports。

Go1d口  Γice, beans口  si1Ver口  su1卩 hur,copρ er coins口  "eaponsJ

13 ibid, pp。 16-18.

1‘
 Daoguangˉ Chao Uaiˉ jiao shi 1iao(DG凵 JsL口  Dip1ofnatic records

of emρ eΓ or Daoguang reignpeΓ iod, 1821ˉ 185Q冫 J Vρ 1· 6, ρρ·47ˉ 50。

15 Liang Ting宀
an。  Vueˉ hai Guanˉ zhi(V"Gz, RecoΓ ds of Canton

Cust°m冫 , V° 1.29口  pp。 28-乙6J 1839。                                  
′

1ead, iΓons, Chinese books, etc。 . mlay not be eXpoΓ ted。∵The quantities

of ro" si1k, si1k knitted goods∷ and rhubaΓ b"eΓ e 1imited foΓ  export

in certoin ρeri° ds。  opium and "eapons "eΓ e not a11o凵 ed to be

i△ported。
17              ∶       、∷  ∶    ∶ |    ∶      !  , j

C冫  Regu1ations 0oncerning communication bet"een foreigners

ond Chinese officia1s。                            ∶

FoΓ eigners 凵ere hot-a11o"ed direct contact "ith high Chinese

officia1s。  The duties paid by foΓ eign merchants rust be transmitt0d

by hong meΓ chants to the ctIst¤ ms authoΓ ities。  FoΓ eignersD petitions

"ere to be pΓ
esented a1so thΓ ough the hong △Ier0hants. Petit1ons

concerning trade "ere to be sent to "opρ o|s officej "hi1e∶ petitions

concerning 1oca1 aff宙 iΓs shou1d go to the"acao IIIagistΓate。  If hong

merchants refused to present pet礻 tions口  t"o foΓeigners "ere a11°
"“

to present them to the cityⅡ gate in the case of wlatters of great

impoΓ tance。
1: '                ·                                   ∷

D) Regu1ations on foΓeigners: tΓ ade and resiidence in Canton。

FoΓ eigners "ith "eap。 ns or foreign"arships "eΓ e not a11o"ed

to enter Bogue or∶ Typa on the coast of Canton; Foreign meΓ chants in

Canton IIlust Γeside in theiΓ  factoΓ ies and not go out a1one "ithout

17 :n 1759 Qing couΓ t forbade to expoΓ t any ra" si1k and si1k

knitted good。  This prohibition "as 1ifted in 1762, but the qua冂 tity

fo广  eXp0rt 凵as sti11 1imited uniti1 1764. :n 1789 each count∶ Γy "as

a11oued to purchase not more than500catties(1cattF1〃 31b。 冫吖
ΓhubaΓ b, this 1imitation 凵as abandoned in 1792∶  丫

"Gz, 
ǒ!。 17ˉ 18,

Prohibitions。 The de0ai1infρ rIIlation in"estern!anguage abo吓 tⅡ e

prohib∶ tions on comodities fρ Γ e|p° rt and imp° rt in Cantρ n, see:

John Robert "oΓ rison口  Chinese CoImeΓ cia1 Guide, p。 19, Canton口  1β 3‘ 。

18sα
κ,"。。9口 p。 30⒎ Limg Ji濒 %⑾ angdong乩 iˉ sm№ ng阳oC

"otes on thirteen hongs in Canton)、
 p。 76ˉ 77, shanghaiJ 19J7: "orse,

Chronic1es, Vo1。 5口 p。 94; ChaΓ 1es∷ Gutz1aff, China0Dened口  Vo1.2, p。 78口

1ondon口  1838。

16 "。
rse,

ǒ1umes口  Vo1.1,

:ntematiom1Re1ations of the Chinese EmpiFe,乙
pp。 3ˉ‘口 shanghai and London, 1919-1918。
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pe口口iss∶ on o"d accoQan∶ 。d ”  an °fficia1 guide。  Thev mst 1eaˇ e

Canton as som os the trading seosm endod and "ere not a11o"od to

r-讠 n iF| Cantm throuh0ut the "i0ter。  Those "|th unfinishθ d

h|s讠
"ess in Conton 

Ⅱere to dⅡ e11 in"acao, a1though  the number of

foreig● rs res讠 ding in"acao a"oiting the next trading se¤ son uas a1so

1:mitod: Foroign "gmon "e广 e obso1ut01y forbidden to 0nter Canton,

th●vm"ot r●moin on ohiρ or reside in"ocao。
19

E冫  L】 m】 totI●冂0 0n Chinoo●  morchoots in Conton。

"otiVoo "or●
 not o11o"● d to ont●r foreign foctories "ithout

ρermisoIon, ohoρ k● oρoro ●r out· id● morchonto muot not pergono11v

corrV oo buθ inoθ s "∶ th for● ignorg: Chinoso merchonts must not borro"

money from foreigners  nor  eˇ en  receiˇe odvanced payment  fΓ ¤m

foreigners∷ for their purchases: ^ny debt a Chinese had to foreigners

must be paid off。  The 1oca1 goˇ ernment supeΓ vises the repayment of

money to foreigners and hong merchants must take the responsibi1ity

for this。 T”ose uho oue oloney to foreigneΓ s"i11be pena1ized by

transport0tio讣  and confifiscation of their properties:20 chinese

merchants must not tΓanspoΓ t tea to Canton by seo, on1y the 1and

route is a11o"ed。 21

19 sLXκ
, ibid; JQUJsL, Vo1.5, p.16: Cutz1aff, ρ·77。  "oΓ rison,

p。 47.

20xu Di占 han, p.1夕 , pp。 1‘ 3ˉ 145; Gutz1aff, Vo1.2, p。 /z;

"orrison口
 p.‘ 7, p.57。

21 The tea transpoΓ ted from the areas of production to Canton

had a1"ays been by 1and Γoute。  The detai1 i nforI【 ntion of tea Γoute

fΓgm Chinals in1and to Canton, see: DesCription of the tea D1ant: its

naIIle:cu1tiˇ ation:mode of curing the1eaves:trans∞ rtion tO Canton:

countries,in Chinese Re∞ sitorv,Ⅱ 1· 8口 pp。 ⒒← 1‘ 9口 Ju1y口 1839。
since 1813 tea produced in凵 uyi region in Fujian had been transported

by sea fΓ¤m Fuzhou to Canton increasing1y because the cost of

F冫  R01●s ond responsibi1ities of h0ng merchants。

"ong rIorchonts 
ρ1ay an impOrtant Γo1e in the Canton system and are

tho moin in6trunent used by China|s goˇ errI【lent to dea1 direct1y"ith

thJ 。ffoiΓ s of foreigners in Canton。  since hong meΓ chants had no

corr●sponding po1itica1 po"er, the more responsibi1ity they accepted,

tho more b1ame they received from the government and foreigners and口

os a consequence·  、he 1ess stab1e their position became。

There are three fIlain Γesponsibi1ities hong merchants must

take:

1冫  Responsibi1ities t0 △lonop° 1ize the impoΓ t and eXport 0f

main cOmodities Ⅱith "estern fIlerchants 凵ith the excepti0n of

aΓ tic1es of infeΓ ioΓ  imp。rtance in "hich the outside meΓ Chants are

a11o"ed to dea1。  They I【 lust pay duties for such goods to the custOlns

authorities in Canton。
zz Fai1ure to pay the占、 duties "as a

ounishab1e offence.

2冫 Responsibi1ities 。f security。  This inc1udes t凵 0C0ntentsJ

on0 is that hong mlerchants must secuΓ e each 0theΓ  and口  second1y口

transmit by sea is IIltJCh 1ess than that by 1and route。  puring his

officia1 Γesidence in China in 180‘ 1̄826saIIue1 Ba11 ca1cu1ated that

the Cost peΓ  piCu1 by sea is O。 ‘ Ta1es and that by 1and is 3.9 Ta1es

issued edi0t to prohibit the teaper picu1。  In 1817 the empeΓ or

transit by sea in considering the difficu1ty of inspection on junks

on outside sea and the duties of in1and custom。  see: Guangˉ Xu Daˉ
qing

"ui·

dian shiˉ 1i(Cases of Qing decrees and Γegu1ations edited in the

reignpeΓ iod of emperoΓ  Guangxu冫 , ch。 630口  p。 6; Ba11口  An ^CCounΙ ,

Vo1.2口  p.356。

22 The ru1e that hong IIlerchants took responsibi1ity t0 paV

duties foΓ  foreigneΓ s staΓ ted in 1750, h0凵 eˇ eΓ口 Ce Leng' theˇ iCe卩oy

and concuΓ Γent superˇ isoΓ of custom in Canton, onCe ever se1ected the

riCher one arlong hong merchants in 17‘ 5 to take the responsibi1ity

for a11 the duties "hich shou1d be paid by foΓ eigneΓ s。  see: "orse,

Chronic1es口  Vo1。 1, p. 2‘ 7' 260, 268: sLXκ ' Vo1。
‘
' p。
122。
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乙)Responsi bi1ity to be thρ  meuium;of∞m叩Ⅱa!Ⅱn bet"een
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merchonts口  they "ere O1s°  to tΓ ansmit foreig。 ers∶  petiti°卩s and even

虫i∶1∶忠∷r忄萝浪J∶;-∵Ⅱ∵
。
∵
iⅡ∷Ⅱ
∶I°
q∶

屮∵ls
厶)H0ng meΓ chants叩 st Γeta,n tⅡ eiΓ func!i°Q for!ife.Rich

hong me|cha宀 ts 凵ere n0t a11o凵 ed -o retiΓ e fΓ om tⅡ e,Γ fvnction un1ess

they"ent bankΓ uPt口 eou thF pO♀Γ♀ffendeΓ p凵ρΓe∶ dismisoe-from the

H ne占i№ng帕 |ch占宀is∶ zB j∷

oΓ∶gin and PuΓ 卩nβes of tⅡe Canton systgm

27 seaΓ
cⅡ ing f° r the diΓ ect Chennet t°  c。ntact Hith mandarins

had been0aim of1ongˉ term f0Γ  EuΓopeans∶ Ⅱ C叩ton si∝ et|e midˉ
18th century,岫 i山

"as one of-he petition§
thet f∵ ng1iρ h meΓⅡaPt

Ja液s|1iht presented t♂ 0i宀g∞urt in17s9a宀 d the purp♀pes t0et EI9
s0nt ehˇ oˇ§ Lo卜 d "acoΓ tneˇ  and L。 rd Amherst to Peking in 1792 ρnd

1816。  "o"eˇ er口  this |equest hod booh refuse0 by Qi宀 g court untit

o0iun Uar。 see:"orse,Chronic1es∶ Vo1∶ 5∶ pp∶ 78J80|vo1∶ 2。 J‘ pp。 220ˉ

?37, V° 1.3j pp.279ˉ 280: sLXKj "o· 4口 :p,113:114; GCRYJ' Ch。 6' Cases 0f

Eng1ioh tribulions in 179马 :and 1805口 ch.7` Case of Eng1ish tΓ i-ution

in 1816。                             -                    ∶

`叩 :n ρn叫Ⅱ -i哪 叫 by empe”Γ Jiaqing Ⅱ i1BQ9,t°
rep1y the

memoria1 pΓ esented by the ǐceroy Bai 1ing, it Has statedJ" the ρoor

one shou1d be Γemoved  from the 1ine of hong meΓ chants and the Γich

one must be kept, even "hen the ΓiCh hong meΓ chant is i11, disab1ed

or too o1d口  his hong business must be taken oveΓ  by his sons or

"1atives to cρ
ntinue∵

0Pyh、
。凵,tⅡPse帅ρ”。∞。s great∞ Pi t。 1are

not a11owed Ⅱ sⅡnd ρ凵ay f「 O叩 ho叩 :busipFs,。 ”
」Q凵 JsL口 CH、 3,” :!⒎·

18,

they must secure foreig"merchants。  The security° f each other among

hong mer。。。口ts o1s0 inC1udes t"o ContentsJ o宀 e is th∶ey must take

financi a1resposib讠
!jFy·
for、 each other。 uhen~° ne of hong merchants

凵0s in∶ debt to f° Γeigners or th● goveΓ nment "h,ch he cou1d hot pay口

other merchants、  especio11y those "ho secured ∷him and 1ater the

senior merchantsj △llJs t|take °̌ er his debt。 2乙  ^ny meFchant ∷凵ishing

t°  J° in  the  1ine  of  h° ng  onrChonts  mst  usua11y  have  the

recmJ【endatio冂  and security of th●  ●Xisting hong merchahts。
24 the

security of  each  other  among hong lnrchants 凵as ¤Ctua11y the

imp1gvlent of the troditiono1 B。 °̄ JIo 8ystom in the goˇ ernment· s

。aministr。 tion of  f°Γeign trθ de。 口5 Th。  se。urity for foΓ eigners

consisted not on1y of h° ng merchants taking the responsibi1ity foΓ

their import duties to cust° ms口  but a1so for a11 theiΓ  behaˇ ior in

Canton, Before any trading can begin a foreign commercia1 ship must

have such security fΓ om at 1east one hong merchQnt。 26

25 Liang口
 ch。 14' p。 52ˉ 56, ch。 25, p。 3ˉ‘。

24 0efoΓ
e 181卩  a meΓ ch。nt sh。 u1d usua11y haˇe security of one

or t凵 o hong merchants befoΓ e he cou1d become a ne" hong merchant。

sincethen a11 hong merch。 nts must take security for the se1ection of

ne" meΓ chants。  JQ"JsLJ Ch.毛口 p.5ˉ 6.

25 :a。 ~jia "as a administΓ ative system of China· s goˇernment

。Γlg1nated fΓ °m the 1ate 11th cehtury口  凵hiCh 凵as 0rganized on the

basis of  househo1ds,  each  J1a being IIIade up °f some certain
househo1ds'  and  each  Bao  of  some  Certain  Jia。   They  took
responsibi1ities each other。

zs№ rseJ Ih0G"d。 。f China口 pp。眨 8̄3氵 Hunt0rJ凵 i11iam C。 J匝返
of O1d China口  pp。 220ˉ 221。
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The Canton syste,n is more significant in po1itics than in

the economy。  :t is a unified system created by the Qing goˇer冂ment

to fInnage dip1ofIncy, foreign affairs, exports and imports。  This

system not oh1y ref1ects the traditiona1 0dministratiˇ e meaoures and

ideo1ogy of the Chinese ru1ing gΓ oups but a1so the Qing goˇer冂口ent· s

Γeaction to the European expansion to Ch∶ na and ^sia。

1.To separate foreigners口  especia11y Europeans, from China,

and guard the secuΓ ity of southeast coost 0f China。

FΓom the "ing to Qi丙 g dynasties it had been a preva1ent

ide° 1ogy of goˇ errw【lents that coasta1 defenCe is mor●  importont than

foreign trade。  since Qing court "as estab1ished it took moΓ e thon‘ o

years to pacify the southeast coast of China。  ^fter a Qing troop,

conquered Tai"an and the JuIaΓ itime prohibition "as 1ifted, the Qing

court wnintained stΓ ict contro1s on overseas tΓ ade, paying specia1

attention to preventing foΓ eigners from∞ 11uding "ith the1oca1

popu1ace。  :n 1717ˉ 1727 the Qihgb court pΓ ohibited Chinese junks from

§ai1in0  to  "anyang  (south  China  sea冫   because    "there  ar勺

Luzon("ani1a冫  and κa1aba(Botaˇ ia冫 in "angvang, Lu`on is the anchorˉ

gΓound of the "est ocean countries (spaniaΓ ds and Portuguese冫  and

κa1aba is the seaˉ base of the red-haired baΓ barians (DutCh and

Eng1ish冫 口 in both p1aces the bandits and pirates are numerous"。
29

Chinese Junks "ere not a11o"ed to go theΓe in order to pΓ event

foreigners 1earning anything about the Chinese dol【 lestic situatioh。

Cao Qizuo, the viceroy of Fujian and zhejiang eˇ en suggested "to

se1eCt proper persons and send them to "ani1a 宙nd 卩ataˇ i0 t°

inˇ estigate "hat "as th0 Europeans·  intention and Ⅱhat the Oˇerseas

29 
Ⅱn the edict of emperor κangxi issued in 1716。

QsL, Th0d0Cumenta1 chronic1es 0f Oiη g dynisty冫 , κangXi

ch。 71.

Qin口 shi Lu(

reignperiod,

Chi-e are actu臼 11y d° ing there。 乙° 了he o∶ ng cmrt mainta1ned sharp

ǐg闸 1anCe oˇer the actiˇ ities of εuropeans ∶n 1u=on and Batavia,

es卩ecia11v  1ooking  out  for  anγ   co11aboration  bet"een  Chinese

merchamts and Euro卩eans theΓe。 tⅡ e examp1e of the case of Jd【 les F1int

c1ear1v  shoHs  the  Qing  court臼 s  anXiety  about  th∶ s  kind  of

Co11aboration。   :n 1759 
·
the εng1ish merchant F1;mt ǐo1ated the

regu1ation of s:ng1e port tΓ ading for foreigners口  and umt north"ards

to zhejiang to trade。  "hen he "as ex卩 e11ed fr¤ m there he turned to

T弓 anjin~ and 1ogded a comρ 1a】 nt to the oing court against the

corruption of the Canton custOJ,ts auth0Γ ities。  The first thing the

Qing goˇernment investigated "as "ho co11uded "ith F1int and he1ped

him to take this action。  severa1 Ch￡ nese Jlerchants"ho"ere suspected

of having contact  "ith  F1int "ere detained and tortured口   Liu

Vabian(1oupingchou冫 , 凵h0"rote the oc己usation for F1int"as executed口

F1int "as punished by de!ainment in "aCao for three years。
Ξ1 :n the

Qing goˇ eΓnment:s opinion foreigneΓ s a1"ays bΓ ought about troub1Q,

so it is undeΓ standab1e that they p1aced 1imitations in the Canton

system 0n  the  residence  of  E凵 Γopeans  in  Canton  and  on  the

co,Inunication bet凵 een Europeans and Chinese。  In 1740Dutch co1onists

massacred I【 lo卩e than ten thousand Chinese in Bataˇ ia。  凵hen the ne"s

ΓeaChed the co山 rt th0 officia1s at a11 1eˇe1s conc1uded that "the
Ⅱ
nature of barbarians aΓe crue1 and"anton", a1though the Co凵 Γt didn’ t

accept the suggestion by the ǐCeroy Che "eng to prohibit the trade

"ith "厶
nyang.32 The nLrDerous i11ega1 actions of Europeans in

Canton口  such as getting drunk and creating a disturbance, shooting

natives and, 1ater' smugg1ing opium, o11 caused great indignation

30

edictsJ

乙1

32

zhu-pi 丫uˉ zhi(zPVz口  The co11ection of emperoΓ  Vongzheng· s

1723ˉ 17了 5冫 , ǒ1.46。

sLVκ 口 Vot‘ 9∶  p。 307口  "° Γ se口  ChΓ onic1es口  Vo1.5夕  p。 83。

CsL, Qian1ong reignperiod, ch。 176。
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凵ithin the Chinese goverrwnent and aIvlongst the pubtic。
5阝 the Oing

goˇ eΓnment "as "e11 a"aΓ e of the "ars startod by th0 Eng1ish "ith

IndiaJ Burma and "epa1 in the 18th contury, and the setect Committees

of both Eng1ish Houses of Par1iament "eΓ e "orried abσ ut tho effeCts

these 凵ars might have upon the Chinese tΓeatment 0f the Britigh in

Canton∶
3许  EuropeanI  especia11ˇ  Eng⒈ ish口  mi1it0Γy exponsion∶ into

^sia acted as an a1aΓ
m to the Chinose g° ěΓnment Ⅱith the resu1t that

EuΓopean "ar§ hips escorting c0mmeΓ cia1 vesse1s 凵ere not a11o"ed to

ěhture nea冖  the coast 0f Canton, and the Cannons on the commeΓ cia1

ěsse1s had t0 be Γemoved before being a11o凵ed t0 trade in China

according to the Cantoh system。
35

Limiting f。 reign tΓ ade to a sing1e poΓ t a1so acted as a form of sea

defence。  since 1755 Eng1ish vesse1s had frequent1y used zhejiang for

t卜 ad0 unti1 the empeΓ oΓ  Qian1ong  s宙 id "ther0 aΓ e numerous tΓ0ops

stationed in Humen and  "uang0u (str。ngho1ds on the sea routo fΓ om

the sea to Canton), but in spite of this there is no b1oCk to foreign

vesse1s∶roaching the po卜 t of "ingb。  in zhejiang。  "e theΓ efore issued

an edictJ  in "hich he deC10red that "for0ion merchants IIlay on1y

anchoΓ  and trade in Canton and "ere not a11o"ed to sai1 to "ingpo。

This 0nab1ed the coasta1 defence of zh0jiang to be secured and a1so

a110凵 ed the  1iVe1ihood of peop1e  ih Guangdong to benifit  fΓ om

it"。
36 c。 asta1 dofenoes' and f0aΓ  that anothoΓ "aCao 凵0u10 appeaΓ

33"∝
∞ 氵卧 Ⅱ̄ ic1es,叱 1.1口 o2-83;"io№ 1G"㈩ 乩 r。 ,B|iti。 h

TΓ ade and the opening of China 1800ˉ 42∶  p。 45` Cambridge Uniˇ eΓsity

PΓ ess口  1951。

34 Greenberg口
 ibid夕  p。 45.

∷35泅凵J趾 :C“∶3口 p·⒐
36 zhuˉ pi zou:zhe(zPzz, The co、 1ecti° ns of mcmoria1s Γeρ 1yed by

emperoΓ s)口 category of gip1omacy'γ o.3,口 pΓ eserˇ ed in China】 s First

HistoΓ iCa1 ^rChives in Peking.

in 2heiian口  0Γ。mpted the Γegu1atoΓ y sing1e poΓ t foΓ  foΓeign t卜 ade∶

severe restΓ ictions of foroigners in Canton, and the 0oflJuni coti on

bet凵een f0Γ eigneΓ s and Chinese。  By the Canton system the Oing

goˇ 0Γnment intended to achieve both purposes, to insure its co。 §ta1

deft·nce system口  and monop° 1i之 e the profit of Canton tΓ ode。  "0"eˇ 0r,

if foΓeign trade conf1icted凵 ith the seCuΓ ity of coasta1 defences and

the ru1e °veΓ the norma1 popu1atioh. oΓ  the dionitˇ  °f empiΓ e, then

foreign tΓ ading Ⅱou1d be sacrificed 凵ith0ut hesitation。  As in the

c0uΓ ts before the oing dynasty, Qing empeΓ ors a1"ays mado use of

fo卜 e1gn tΓ ade as a medium Γegu1at1ng the Γ01ationship "ith f° re1gn

countΓ ies: ih fact fore,gn tΓ ade 凵as neVer a prioΓ ity。  7 China 凵as

a Country of continenta1 economics口  the propoΓtion of authoΓ ities

duty  to  nationa1  income  Ⅱas  ψe··/  1o"。   :n  1zs5  fouΓ   customs

auth0rities 1eˇ ied taxes i(inc1uding on Chinese junks冫  °f abo9.t one

mi11ion toe1s of oi1ver compared  ith 29。 61 hi11ion T芑 e1s of taxes

37 The emperoΓ  Qian1ong (凵 h0 Γeigned from 1736 to 1795冫  said
that my ￠ountΓ y "as so eXtensiˇ e that eVeΓ ythino co凵 1d be ρr♂duced口

that foreign ěsse1s "eΓ e 011o"ed to China "as on1y to lnke a sho"

of conci11iati° n in oΓ deΓ  to bΓ ing foΓ eigners undeΓ  contro1。  CsL,

Qian1ong peΓ iod口  ch。 603; The emperor Jiaqing (Γ eigned fΓom 1796 to
1820冫 stated the permision to barbarians coming to trade and pay tax

in China 凵as on1y because they obseΓ ěd the tΓ ib山te system as
vass。 1s口  "e 凵ere h0t interested in th0ir gQods oΓ  treasures。   凵ang

Xianqian口  ed。 , shi:san Chao Dongˉ hua Lu(ssCD"LJ The Γecords of 13

courts of Qing dynasity)口  Jiaqing reignperiod口  Ⅱo。 26。  the empeΓ or

Paogu。 ng soi口 the heaven∞ vr!paid more ettention to grant
barbaⅡ ijhs bouhty r。 thoΓ than tρ  10ˇy-uty on toeh. 1iu Jinzhao' ed。 ,

oi"ˉ 山孔 相 Ⅱ0nˉ xi。宀Ⅱ⒃ k̄a“⒇ x以 ik夕 油 e Ⅱ nti宀山 t;。nJh。 托oo∴
the doctJments of Qing dynasty)j 0h。 57∶  ·                  ∵
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on agΓ icu1ture。
38 up to the eve of the opium 凵ar the amua1 -uty

of the Canto宀  custOIlls auth0rity "as ab° ut 1。 5 mi11ion Tae1β J弓
9

凵hiCh "as about 弓%of the annua1 Γeˇθnue of the oing government。 ‘o

:n the Cant。η system no 目easures Jere ta△ em to stE口 u1ate the

deve1o~t of foreign tΓ ade a1thoum t栩 ere"ere Mny Γestricti-~

2.to concentrate the 卩rof:t fΓ¤口 fore￡ go trade in the

coffers of the gover-t and mJar1ns。

the oing· s administratjoo of foreigm trade in Canton "as

system臼 t1zed in the m】dd1e qf~the 18th ce"turV uhen tea becmIe the

Jlost fmρortant commod】 ty in the ^s弓 an mnrket: :t "as tea that dΓ e"

EuΓopean Vesse1s to China。
‘1  
【n 1750 Europeans eXported 70J8‘ 乙

ρicu1s(1 ρicu1〓 1弓弓。3 pounds) of tea from Canton'‘
2  "。 rth about 1.2

mi11ion Tae1s of si1ver, and 70% of Canton· s exρoΓ ts of any va1u0。

CoΓΓesponding to the deˇ e1ooment °f trade in Canton "as the rapid1y

increasing income fr¤ m duties 1eˇ ied。

38zhu。
ng Guotu, zhongˉ guo Fengˉ jian zhengˉ f凵 De"uaˉ oiao zhengˉ

che(P01icies of Chinese goˇ ermIlents to"ards the Overseas Chinese

before 1911)口   pp。 105ˉ 106口  Xiamen University Pressj 1989。

乙9 VHG之
J ch。 10口  pp.15-1‘ 。

40 Ta=Qing "uiˉ dian(TC"D, The Co11ection of institutions of

gΓeat oing dynasty冫 , Qian1ong reignperiod, ch。 16, duties。

41 Lρuis DeΓ mignyJ La Chine et 1:Occi0ent■  1e Commerce a Canton

au XVI::e siec1e: 1719ˉ 18犭Ξ口 V° 1.2, p。 519, Paris, 1964。

42 "orse口
 Chronic1es, Vo1.1, p。 292。

r●

"●

· lnc卩●oBing in Canton custom阝Ξ

V●●r duties(Tae1s冫

1‘85

1727

1750/51

1755/56

2ˉ 30,000

91,750

‘66口 9‘ 1

‘Bs,218

^ccording to the 
Γecords of the Canton custgIIs authoΓ itv

there "eΓ e 18 fore】 gn  ves:e1§  in 1750 and 19 ěsse1s in 1751 to

Conton口
厶‘ a11 of these ěsse1s 凵eΓe supposed to be EuΓ opeons。‘5

TherefoΓ e it c。u1d be said that the duties 1evied by the Canton

C凵 st0m in 1750ˉ 51 "eΓ e a1most a11 1eVied on the tΓ ade "ith European

ěsse1s。  TΓade bet"een Europe and China deˇe1oped rapid1y in the 18th

century, and 凵as a1most conCentΓ ated in Canton。  The Qing goˇ eΓrwDent

monopo1ized the main commodities for eXport and imρ ort through hong

merchants, the hong and norma1 merchants in otheΓ  cities口  as "e11 as

the 1oca1 meΓ chants in Canton, 凵eΓe exc1uded fΓ om this trade。  By

45The nunber“
1sB5口
"e:F丫

zL口 山 。2∶ ρ。4乙 曲en岫 Γ J
1727, see: uen~xian c。 ngˉ bian(凵 XCB口 Co丨 1eCti。 n。 f doctInents冫 , "o。 12口

p。 5,  pΓ inted in Peking  in 1928ˉ 29:  the numbeΓ s of  1750/51 and
1755/56口  see: 丫

"Gz, C"。
t0' pP.1ˉ 3。

‘厶
 丫
"Gz口
 ch。 2‘ , ρ。3‘。                  :

‘5 In"。
Γse|s record theΓ e"ere 10Eng1ishJ 2 French口  2s"edish,

1 Danish, ‘ Dutch 0̌sse1s in Canton in 1750/51。  ChΓ onic1es, Vo1.1口
p,292。
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1evyingˇ aΓ ious duties an凵 fees♂ n vesse1s and goods∶
。s∶
especia11y

the extoΓ tion from the hong meΓ chants口  most tΓading profits came to

thc governmentIs Γevenue and the∷  madorinsI pockets. ^1thoUgh it is

the hong meΓ chants 凵h0 oCtua11y carried on eXpoΓ t and import tΓ ading

Ⅱith  EuΓ opeans,  these  indeρ endent  meΓ chants  gradua11y  became

intruments of the goˇ ernment in tFade口   and brokers=to European
meΓ chants because 。f the extortion of goˇ eΓ rwnent iand mandaΓ inβ口 and

eXp1oitation by the usurious 1oans of 凵esteΓ n mcΓchdnts。  TheΓe`is

1itt1e information of extortion by ,Iadarins on hong meΓ chants in

gⅡⅡesF∷ d。fume。 ts a!th°ugh it uas men-i。 neo extensive1y in 凵esteΓ n
ΓecoΓ ds。  Ho"eˇ Fr'、 0n1y from -he chinese officia1 record "1iangˉ guang

兰至E=」 L辶I型L三 ll(LGΥ Fz口  AnnO!o ♀f thρ Γegu1otions 0f sa1t tΓ ade) did "e

、eaΓ? that "° Pg 叩eΓ chant∷s in Coρ ton had ηade a 
’Ic°ntribution" of 3.83

叩i!1ioQ。  taO1s ρf si1ver to the goˇernment in.1773-1832 onty foΓ

49The duties1eVied by Canton customζ 1evied on E0ropean

叩erqhonts main1y inc1uded three kinds' na而e1y taX of goods口  tax 0f
ěsse1s and additiona1 taXes. The tax of goods Ⅱas from 1-8%J average

am0unt 凵as ab0ut 4% of goods| va1ue。  The tax of vesse1s 凵as about
3J000 teats peΓ  ship。  The additionat duties since 1758 inc1uded
ma1n1y t凵 o kinds' the charge of seΓ ǐce( Gui-g° ng冫  and the Consoo
Charge foΓ  fund of coˉ hong(hongˉ yong冫 . The chaΓ ge of seΓ vice for

eveΓ y ěsse1 Ⅱas about 1`950 taets to British and 2,050 tae1s to

王 :i丨 :
ppJ21-23∶ Beijing`1085.ih。 由 aΓ g。 ioΓ fund⒍ ∞ h̄ong uas1evied
fΓ om 1780 on"ards, charged3%of the goodIs va1ue。  Ho"eveΓ 口 this kind
of tax "as 1evied incΓeasing1y in 1ater years and became °ne of main

c°mp1oints of EuΓ opeano,.In 1809∶ thF ta^ f9Γ fund of coˉ hong tevied

reachsd to 709口 090 tae1s。  JQ凵 Js1, Ch。 1、  p。 5' "oΓ se, ChΓ onic1es'

Vo1.3口  p。 61、  p。 146、  p.310Ⅱ                                       .

mi1itorV  ●uρρ1I●θ  ond  irrigation  "oΓ ks。
47  ^cc。 rding  to  the

r●gu1● tl●n● of tho Canton system rich hong merchants"eΓ e not a11o"ed

t● r●tlr●  f卩 om"ong affairs; the pΓ opeΓ ties of hong merchants shou1d

b●  o●nfl●cot●d if  they fe11  into debt。  These regu1ations "eΓ e

d●●lon●d oo  that  a11  the properties  of hong merchants  "0u1d

●̌●nt凵011V fo11 into the tΓ easuΓ y of the government, and the hands

●f mondorlns。 "eaˇy eXtortion "as the rnin reason for hong I【 lerchants

b● 丨ng  in debt to 凵esteΓ neΓ s。  ^t a rough estiIInte the t。 ta1 of

lnoo1ˇ ent debts oVer the eightyˉ t"o years in "hich the coˉ hong

operated口  amounted to oˇ er 16.5 mi11ion do11ars.4: "。 ng merchants

not on1y o"ed to foreigners but a1so to goˇ errInents。  In 185乙  the

debts that hong fvlerchants.cou1d ho1 afford to pay off foΓ  taXes and

contributions 凵as oˇ er 1口 306.600 tae1s′ 。  凵ith the exception of a fe"

of the Γicher mlerchants a11 the o 、er hong merchants o"ed taXes to

the government.49  The destiny of most hong meΓ Chants "as eventua1

bankrupt0y, "hich enab1ed the Qing government to reach its another

purpose to restrain priVate meΓ chants∶

The po1icy of regarding agricu1tuΓ e superioΓ  and Γestroining

merchants had been stΓ ict1y caΓ ried out by "ing and Qing dynasties

since these t凵0 g。 vernments "eΓ e high1y centra1ized feuda1 regimes

based on the natura1 eConomy of the c1ose combination of oma11ˉ sca1e

farming and h° useho1d handicΓ afts。   This high1y centra1ized system

凵as imp1emented to Γestrain the uncontro11ed groⅡ th of the colImercia1

economy and, thΓ ough that口  the economic po"er of merchants。  Through

this po1icy the g。 ěrnment cou1d contro1 its peop1e"hose 1iˇ e1ih°°d

depended on the 1and and 凵here most soCia1 "ea1th Ⅱas concentrated。

LGΥ Fz。  Ch。 27口  contribution.

GΓ eenbeΓ g' p。 63。

‘9 
Υ
"GzJ c".1‘

口 pp。 52-53。
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The Canton sVste【m "as a C¤ mρonent part °f this po1iCV。  The Oing

goˇernment first1y conj0ntroted main1y° n foreign trade in C。 nton by

the regu1ati。 n of o sing1e poΓ t foΓ foΓeignˇesse1s。  :t then gΓanted

o monopo1y to a fe"se1ected hong merch8nts an0suCCessfu11y exc1uded

most Ch.i0e。 e merchants fr¤m participating in the moin foreign trade

in Canton。  The regu1ation that sea transportation of tea "as not

a11o"ed ensured that a11 the tea must be sent to hong merchants。  By

me0ns of the extoΓ tion on hong meΓ chants, and the regu1ati`on that

rich h° ng merchants "ere not a11o"ed to ret】 re, the Qing goˇ eΓnment

and its fInndarins cou1d take the J|ost of the ρrofits the hong

merchants IInde fr¤ m foreign trade in Canton。  The merchonts in china

"ere po"er1ess against offiCia1dom and the merchant c1ass "as m1I:h

"eaker than its EuΓ
opean Counterpart。  "ong merchants"ere but ser、  1e

agents of the inndar1ns口  and had to bear the heaˇγ extoΓ tion 
·
I¤m

them。                                                    Ⅱ

Through the Canto。  systgn the Qing goˇ eΓHI|ent reθched its

doub1s eConomic purposes口  to seize most of the profits fr¤ m foΓ eign

trade in CantonJ and to 卜estr臼 in the merchants∶

∷ 3冫  κeep the princip1e of s1noˉ foreign Γe1ation and the

dignity of China os 0 superior countΓ y to others.

The Canton system sho"s Oing|s gui1ding ideo1ogy of foreign

Γe1ations。  Before the opium "ar there 凵e卜e t"o gui1ding ideo1ogies

in Qing|s foreign re1ations口  one "as that "heavenˉ β0n· s countΓ y has

a Vast territoΓ y ond abundant resources∶  and can produce anything"∶

the other 凵as "the "ho1e "or1d is the terΓ itory of china· s emperoΓ ,

a11 the peop1e ih this "or1d are subJects °f this empeΓ oΓ "。  Based on

these gui1ding ide01ogies the Qing|s princip1e of foΓ eign Γe1ations

凵as that 811 those countries "anting cont0ct "ith Chinθ  shou1d

aCkn0凵 1edge China as their suzerain and act as tribute countries,

other"ise no kind of re1ation "ith china IIny be 0stab1ished。

"ith its 1ong and uninterrupted history China had wnintained

20 21

●n oduono● d 1eve1 of cu1ture and production in the "or1d for 1ong

ρ●rlod,  "hi1O  its  re1atiˇ e1y geogΓ aphica1  iso1ation frofn °theΓ

c●ntP● o of civi1ization Γesu1ted in the Chinese kno"ing 1itt1e about

th● outⅡ ldO "oΓ 1d。  For th° usands °f years both Chinese governments

●nd {nt。 11Octua1s had considered their empire as the m。 st advanced

ε●untry·  ond eˇ en as the centΓ e of this 凵0r1dF the countΓ ies outside

Chin" ⅡorO seen as baΓ barians。  凵hen the famous Jesuit "atteo Ricc1'

凵ho 凵as Omp1oyed in the "ing c。 uΓ t at the end of the 16th centuryj

dI O凵 map of the 凵or1d for the Chinese court sh°凵ing China in its tΓ ue

dlmOnsi°ns and ρosition口  it 凵as sharρ 1y criticized by 。fficia1s and

lnte11ectua1s as "heterod° xy to c° nfuse peop1e"。 50 :n the preface

of a ǒ1ume of geogΓ aphy in Q凵XTK(N° tes on a11 documents in the Qing

dynasty)` officia11y edited in the Qian1ong period(1736ˉ 1795冫 it "as
stated," China is 1ocated in the centre of the earth and surrounded

by seasJ °̌ erseas countΓ ies are consideΓ ed t° be margina1 ones"。 51

!his theoΓ y of Chinaˉ CentΓ a1ism 凵as a1so conˇ eyed by the IIlethod of

Qing· s exteΓ na1 communicati° n, that is the tribute systeπ 9.

The Canton system Has actua11y a comp。 nent paΓ t of oing|s

tribute system. TheoΓ etica11y口  the Qing government consideΓ ed any

foΓ cign merchant or enˇ oy Ⅱho cρme t°  china as barbarian 凵ho paid

homagO  to  the  Chinese  goˇ ernment  and  凵ho  admired  China· s
【lˇ l11zat· on.  In DQ"D, the most impoΓ tant of the c° uΓ tIs code of
ln、 tltutlonsJ  Ho11and口   Eng1and,  :ta1y口   ρortuga1, spain 凵ere at1

rOgistered  as  tri bute  c° untries。 52  凵hen  10rd  "acartney  "as

50凵
ei Jun,Li-shou"uangˉ dang"uoˉ shi(Cofments on the heterodoxy

(onfusing pe°ρ1e冫 , in shengˉ cha。 P° -xie Ji(Co11ections of eradication

"| hOtOΓ °d°xies)‘  ch.3, 57ˉ 39.

s1 QwxTκ
, ch.293` Notes on margina1 regions口  N° .1。

I’‘) 90HD` Oian1ong 
ρeriod` ch。 56` Jiaqing peri°d, ch。 31。



appointed by the BΓ itish Oueen as ambassador tO China' he"as tΓ cated

ang esc° Γted to peking by toca1 officia1s in a trioute ceΓ emony under

banneΓ s marked "tributeˉ beaΓ eΓ s"。  3   But the mandaΓ ins disdained

to meet the ordinaΓ y foΓ eign merchants` otheΓ
"ise` they considered

it a 1oss of nationa1 dign;ty(Υ ouˉ shi Guo-ti)。  In the Canton system

the regu1ation of no diΓ ect contact betHeen mandarin and foreign

merchants "as simp1y a ref1ection of ChinaIs opinion of itse1f as

supeΓ ioΓ  to  foΓ eign  counties,  based  on  the  theory  of  Chinaˉ

Centra1ism.                             、

Actua11y,  the Canton system 凵as the reaction of China:s

tΓ aditiona1 system to the ne"situation"hen EuΓ opean countΓ ies began

to expand theiΓ trading into China口  it 凵as a1so a summation °f the

Qing:s  externa1  and  interna1  po1icies  in  Γe1atioin  to  tΓ ade。

InteΓ na11y, Chinese meΓchants 凵eΓe subject to the oppΓ ession of

g° veΓ nment and 叩andaΓ ins in the frame凵0rk 0f the Canton system and

had no po1itica1  inf1uence. EXterna11y, Europeans endeaˇ ouΓ ed to

esCape from the 1imitations the Canton system pressed upon them'

F1int|s going noΓ th凵 aΓd` Lord "acaΓ tney and AmheΓ st·  serving as

dip1omatic enˇ oys "eΓ e a11 instituted for this purpose。  The case of

F1int 凵as the typica1 one "hich sho凵 ed "hy' hoH' and the Γesu1t of

the EuΓ opean revo1t against the Canton system。

BeCause E:C cou1d not bear the 1imitations in Canton, t"o

E:C vesse1s commandeo by "aΓ Γison 凵eΓe sent to the port of Lingpo in

zhejiang pΓ ovince for trade in 1757。  The tΓ adeΓ s "eΓ e given a "aΓ m

凵e1Come by the offiCia1s and meΓ Chants in Lingpo。
54 :n the next t"o

yeaΓ s Eng1ish vesse1s "ent theΓ e continuous1y口  凵hich inevitab1y 1ed

53G。
F。 № ds⑾口 E"ope&山 im.A su~吖 J theiΓ 吨 1ati∞s

from the ear1ist times to 1800' p。 266口  London口  1931。

54 sLxKJ "。
。10口  p。 Tian, 354.

22
23

t●  0 P● d凵旧tIon ●ψ d凵 t{Os ρaid to the Canton custom authorities。
55

out m"thon"duc● d revenu∞ the attention of the Oing goverm∞ t
U·| 0● ntr●d upon the secuΓ ity of the coast sinCe Canton "as a

口o卩·lnol F●。|°n. but zhejiang "as the eCon° mic centre °f China。  The

omρ●roP· o o0ncorn about secur;ity 1ed to the po1icy of sing1e port

●00n t。  f° r。 lgn ěsse1s。  "oⅡeˇ eΓ , EIC didnIt giˇ e up easi1y andJ

’1|nt 凵臼臼 岱ent to zhejiang again in 1759。  On that occasion he "as

●
"po11●
d by the 1oca1 officia1s and tΓ °。ps' and tuΓned noΓ th"aΓ ds t°

T{日 nJin t°  present  a comp1aint  to the Qing c。 uΓ t  against  the

mo1practice of the Canton Custom and mandarins。  This "as the first

tim●  that any EuΓ opean had 1odged a comρ 1aint to couΓ t and it dre"

thO attention of the emper° Γ。 The court acceρ ted this c°mρ 1aint口 and
the EuΓ opean meΓchants gatheΓ ed in Canton entertained high hopes of

n rcso1uti。 n to theiΓ  pr。b1ems口  they 1ooked t。  improve their tΓ ading

positions in CantonⅡ

The main points 1n F1int· s p1aint Here as fo11。
"s:56

a)the tax Γegu1ations 凵ere t0o obscuΓ e and "ere open to

numeΓ ous ma1practices。

b冫 officia1s no 1onger interˇ ie"ed foreign meΓ chants so that

they were unab1e to give theiΓ  opinions。

c冫 the secuΓ ity system againsst f° reign merchants enab1ed

hong merchants to diˇ ert foreign capita1 as they 凵ished and de1ay

ěsse1s fΓom sai1ing out。

d) 1eˇ ies by mandarins, hong merchants and their c1eΓ ks and

sOrvants。

55 "em。
Γia1 of th9 g°vernoΓ  of Guangd° ng foΓ  the Γeduction of

dutiOs口  in sLXK, No.3口  p. TianJ 97: y"GzJ ch。 24口  p。 24。

56Jun~ji chu Fuˉ
1uz。 uˉ zhe(HemoΓ ia1st。 emperors copied and

ρ?O`O「 ved in Imperia1sFcΓ etariat)口 category of dip1omacy,№ 。158。



:t shou1d be said that F1intIs Comp1aint "as fair1y accurate` the

contents  of  a petition against  the Canton customs  authoΓ ities

presented by FΓ ench merchants DemontignnJ Damsin and Hiche1 to the

Viceroy in 1759 凵as a1rIlost i dentica1 to those of F1int。 57 The Qing

CouΓ t seΓ ious1y inˇestigated this case口  Li Υongbiao, the superVisoΓ

of Canton custom 凵as dismissed from office and prosecutedJ  his

pΓoperty 凵as C0nfiscated口  and his 1inguist and seΓ vants 凵ere a1so

punished. A fe" unreasonab1e regu1ations "ere modified:  such as

doub1e taxes 1evied in Canton and in HaCao 凵as e1iminated' ǎΓ ious

"squeezes" 凵ere 1ega1ized and merged into a chaΓ ge Ca11ed "Guiˉ

gong"(fee of pΓ oceduΓ es冫  凵hich "ou1d be 1evied by the customs and no

1onger by 1oca1 officia1sI c1erks and serˇ ants.5:

"o"eVer口
 F1intIs action caused a deterioration of the situation   l

Canton  foΓ   Europeans。   Their  grieˇ ance  against  the  trε  lc

administration  in Canton and  their  impeΓ tinence made the Q, 9

government and mandaΓ ins to inCrease their vigi1ance of them. soon

after"ards口  ǐceΓ oy Li  shiyao deC1ared "Five 1imitations on the

barbarian merchants"J moΓe 1imitations "ere imposed on European trade

and residents  in Canton,  as 凵e11  as  the communication bet"een

foreigners  and  Chinese.  ∪n1ike  pΓ eˇ ious  ru1es  made  by  1oca1

officia1s, Li shiyao· s dec1aration 凵as peΓ mitted by the empeΓ or and

57 This  petition 
凵as pΓ eseΓ ved  in the  1ibrary of oxfoΓ d

UniVersity. Tang Xian1ong, shiˉ ba shi-ji Υue Haiˉ kuang de Fuˉ bai(The

corruption of Canton custom in 18th century冫 口  in Bao zhunˉ peng口

eds。 zhongˉ guo Jinˉ dai shi Lunˉ Cong(Treatis逍 s on modeΓ n histoΓy of

China)口  Vo1.1, Ⅱ°。3口  pp. 1厶 6ˉ 155口  tai凵 an口  1956.

5:业
口 № .5口 p.Tim'isg;业 ,catego吖 J dip1⑾ a吖 口 No.36'

Qian1ong reignperiod, ch。 591; "orse, Chronic1es` Vo1.1' p.8.

24 25

bo￠ Om● port ●f tho pOrmanent regu1ations。  59

卩11nt:口  comp1aint had begun as a foΓ m of EuΓ opean Γesistance

t● th●  Conton gy‖ tem, but unexpected1y 1ed to yet more reotrictions

on th● m·  Thi日  臼ction c1eaΓ 1y demonstrates ho凵  deteΓmined the Qing

·●̌●Fnmont 凵臼甘 to pΓ event any EuΓ opean expansion in China。  No matter

"●" dl:otl甘
fiOd Europeans "ere 凵ith the Canton system' they had to

b●臼F 臼ll the 1imitations p1aced on thefn because the Canton tΓ ade "as

ǒFv profitab1e and they had insufficient mi1ita卜 y force yet to

imρose their o"n trading conditions on ChinaIs goveΓ rwIlent。

ǐceΓ oy oΓ Goˇ eΓnor口  the centΓ a1 figuΓ e in the

oρeΓation of the Canton svstg△

A1though the administΓ ation of foΓ eign tΓ ade 凵as important

for the Canton system口  the functions of this system 凵ent much deeper

than tΓ ade: it inc1uded dip1omacy口  coasta1 defence` contΓ o1 on native

merchants'  etc。   ViceΓ oy or gov0rnoΓ 口  name1y the head of  1oca1

officia1s' "as the centra1 figuΓ e in the operation of the Canton

systemJ "ho formu1ated the main regu1ations on basis of the empeΓ oΓ Is

59The∞ ntents of LiIs dec1aration are fo11ouings∶
日) F°Γeigners mu§ t not reside in Canton throughout "inteΓ 。

b) strict 1imitations 凵ere taken on foreigners·  behaviorsin Cahton口

hong mρ Γchants must take this responsibi1ity: "atives are not a11o凵 ed

to enter factories eXcept hong meΓ Chants。

C)"°ne is a11o"ed to boΓ roH money from foΓ eigners口  foreigneΓ s must

not emp1oy Chinese as serˇ ants。

d) F。 reigneΓ s mvst not emp1oy Chinese to obtain the cof【 meΓcia1

lnfoΓ mations of interior provinces。

●)"° re tΓ 。ops are to be stationed in anchoΓ age of foΓ eign ěsse1s in

0onton。 see:sLXκ
'No。
9,p.Tian,307;"oΓ se'Ch ronic10o口 Vr,1.5'p。 90;

"⑥

rrisonJ p。 47。



edicts。  The superVisor of Canton customs "as main1ˇ  responsib1e for

1eving duties口  and hong merchants "ere on1y one of the instΓ uments

for the opeΓ ation of the Canton system. since hong mer￠ hants "eΓ e

main1y Chinese, and the c凵 st0ms authoΓ ityIs main office Hith "hom

EuΓ opeans maintained fΓ equent contacts' many凵 estern historians oveΓ -

estimated the ro1es of the supeΓ ǐsoΓ  of custofns口   and thehong

merChants depending main1y on the records of 凵estern 1anguages to

study the Canton system口 60 so that they donOt Γea11ˇ  c°mpΓehend

pΓecise1y ho" the Canton system opeΓ ated。

Viceroy oΓ  governor as the centra1 figure oρ erating the

Canton system Can be eXp1ained as fo11o"s:

1冫 The Viceroy oΓ  goˇ eΓnor often he1d the post of supeΓ ǐsoΓ

of the Canton customs authority' oΓ  凵as ConcurΓ ent1y in ChaΓ ge of

custom  affairs。   He  凵as  Γesponsib1e  foΓ   foΓ mu1ati ng  the  main

regu1ations of trade administration.

凵hen  the  Cqnton  customs  authority "as  estab1ished  in  1685  a

superˇ isor "as appointed  in charge of  taX co11eCtion口   but  the

regu1ations concerning the administration of tΓ ade 凵eΓe foΓ mu1ated

and dec1ared  by  the  ǐceroy  or  governor.61  AfteΓ  1723  1oca1

officia1s took charge of customs and taX co11ection throughout the

"ho1e Country and supervisors ueΓ
e no 1ongeΓ  appointed. The Canton

60 che。 ngJ Canton and "ani1a口  p。 229∶ "orrison` p。 16: and "oΓse

in a1most a11 his pub1ications re1ated to foreign trade of China.

EVen Liang Jiabin口   the most  fafIlous eXpert on reseaΓ Ch on hong

meΓ chants口  a1so considered the superˇ isoΓ  凵as the centra1 figure of

Canton tΓ ade。  Liang jiabin, p。 296。

61 A1most a11 the announcements about Canton trade凵 ere dec1ared

by goVernoΓ s in ear1y time since Canton opened to foΓ eign trade。

FΥ zL, Ch.6` announcements.

26 27

ou]"m""hooded by a governor(Lian Xiyao then Vang uenqiah)口 ” t

丨n 1700 o oupervisor "as appointed again to the Canton customs·

outh●rltV, 口v 17乙 4 a ǐceroy or goveΓ nor "as again appointed to take

o""u●  concurrent1y of` 1oca1 customs duties thΓoughout the "ho1e

o●uotrv,  !t is the peΓ iod that the head of the 1oCa1 officia1s

f●卩m11v took chaΓ ge of Customs in addition to his norfIla1 duties口  but

th0V h臼 d n0 authority over the function of superˇ isoΓ  of taX

co丨 1● ction。  2 After 1750 thd forfIB1 report of taX affaiΓ s of the

C日nton customs department to the court口  former1y pΓ esented by a

Ⅱ凵perVisor had to be discussed and signed by the ǐceroy before it

凵as presented to couΓ t。  ^fteΓ  1792 such ΓepoΓ ts "ere presented on1y

by the svpervisoΓ 口 but the ǐceroy must pΓ esent his o"n month1y

ΓOport customs affairs to the court in oΓ der to preˇ ent △la1practice

in tax∞ 11ection。 Ⅱ sometifvles theˇ iceroy direct1y he1d the post

of superˇ iso卜  of the canton′ customs office口
s。   and 凵as often eˇ en

asked  to  interˇ ene  in  impoΓ tant  tax  issues。 65  ^s  f。 Γ  the

administration of  trade  in Canton口   issues  such  as  formu1ating

62 
ΥHGz, ch。 7, pp。 2ˉ 3。

63 
Υ
"Gz' ch。

7, pp.3-4。

s0F。
Γ eXamp1eJ in1弘 弓̄ 1乃0,the head J1∞ a1“ ficia1s乩 s

appointed to be 0oncuΓΓent1y superˇ isor of Canton custom口  no any
other 凵as appointed to this post by couΓ t。  Υ

"Cz口
 Ch。 7口  pρ。27-28.

65 In 1759 ǐceroy Li shiyao presente- a memoΓ ia1 in "Hich he

抖uggested to combine the various additiona1 fees chaΓ ged on European

vOsse1s into a forma1 kind of taXes″  his suggestion "as permited by
OmpOroΓ 。 sL丫κ

' No。
5口  p.Tian″  159。



^       important Γegu1ationsJ  presenting rep9rts t。  c°凵rt口  and carr∶ ng

。ut66supoΓ氵ision。f foreignˇ esse1s'IIBintaining the ordeΓ  of

trade, etc, a11 "ere contro11ed by the ǐceroy oΓ  goˇernoΓ 。 Even a

copy of the security bond for o fore1gn vesse1  fIlJst be sent to the

viceroy foΓ  his signatuΓe, other"iβ e no tΓ ade "ith this vesse1 "as

permissab1e。 67

、
        2冫

^cting as an  intermediary,  oΓ
  taking chaΓ ge of  the

se1ection of hong merchants and theiΓ  organi:otion。

^ccording to Qing:s 
Γegu1ation the superˇ isor is Γesponsib1e

for the nomination of hong meΓ chants and senior hong merchants。  "is

nominations 凵eΓe sent to the court foΓ  ρermission夕  bef0re being
∷           a11o凵 ed  to  function  in  hong  affairs。 6:  since  ǐceΓoy  took

concurΓ ent1y chaΓ ge of the affaiΓ s of the Customs authoΓ itiesJ he

|        ∶∶

t∶

;;∶

n∶

∶∶∶

el∶

Jll∴ ;∶∶∶∶

cl∶

;∶ε∶1丿苫屋:ll℃F∶1a∶丨l∶h∶:Γ∶∶∶l∶∶∶
andJ "ith the permission of the CourtJ obtained the monopo1y of trade

"ith EuΓ
oρeans in Canton。  1n 1771 the viceΓ oy Li shiVao issued ordeΓ s

to disband this oΓ ganization because the hong merchants cou1d not pay

their taxes。  :t "as said E:C offered 100,000 tae1s to bΓ ibe this

viceroy foΓ  the disso1ution of the coˉ hong。 69 ^fter 1777 more and

moΓ e hono meΓ chants "ent bankrupt "hi1e 1esseΓ  wlerchants "ished to

be se1ected as hong merchants。  The viceroy Jiang 丫uXi臼n ρΓesented a

66 see口
 "otes: 12-15.

"orΓ
ison, p。 16。

V"Cz, Ch。 25口  p。 1。

69 "。
Γse口 chronic1es, ǒ1.1, p。 301。

“

 
“

o● cr● t momorondum ("iˉ zhou冫  in 181‘  to the court,  in "hich he

。ug。●●t●d forclng ρuankhequa II, "ho had retiΓ ed seˇ en years eaΓ 1ier,

t●  ho  ohong  merchant  again.  "is  suggestion  凵as  appΓ oˇed  and

ρu● nkh●q凵0 !∶ had to become a hong merchant again。
70

‘) The c1eΓ ks and seΓ ǎnts ofⅡ  theˇ iceΓ oy,  goveΓ nor and

JⅡρ●rˇ 1目°r diΓ ect1y inˇ o1ˇed ;n trade administΓ ation。

^1though foΓ
eign tΓade in Canton had f1ourished since the

mldd1e of the 18th century口 the administratiˇe system had neVer been

●ffiCient, ǎrious high 1oca1 officia1s tried to become invo1ved in

the administratiˇ e offairs "hich "as the systemic cause of the

coΓ Γuption ih the Cahton customs office。  The t"o biggest custolIls

houses stationed in do"nto"n Canton and"aCao, 凵hiCh Ⅱere Γesponsib1e

for customs checks on the comodity transactions in 凵ham卩oe口  hongs口

and the faCtories in Canton' apd foreign vesse1s fΓ equenting "acao口

凵as C0ntro11ed by the setting GeneΓ a1(zhuˉ fang Jiangˉ jun冫 , "hρ sent

his suboΓ dinates to check affairf  The other ten sma11 custon)s ho凵 ses

"ere respective1y contΓ
o11ed by supervisor口  ǐceroy and goVernor,

"hose c1eΓ
ks and serVants mahaged th0“ 。71 These c1erks and seΓ ǒnts

of ǎΓ ious masteΓ s natura11y tried hard to squeeze merchants on

beha1f of their masteΓ s, and a1so foΓ  themse1Ves. they 凵ere a1"ays

the objects of EuropeansI  comρ 1aints·   The main Γeason foΓ  the

dismissa1 of Li Vongbiao, the superˇ isoΓ  at the time of the F1int

case口  "as just that he a11o凵ed his servant (o squeeze foreign

70 JiangIs memoria1 about foΓ eign trade

reorganize hongs。  in JQ凵JsLJ Ch。 厶口 p。 22。

71 
Υ
"Gz口
 ch∶ 7, pp.4ˉ 6。

in Canton and ho凵  to

28 29



meΓ chants。  2

n the Qing dynasty 1̌ceΓ oy and goveΓ noΓ  "eΓ e the trΨ
Fted∫

f0110凵ers 0f theemperor and dispatched as the head of a pΓ ovinceJ¨

especia11y the ǐceroy,  "ho took charge of mi1itary,  economic,

po1itica1 and foreign affaiΓ s in ohe or moΓ e provinces。 "oreover, in

addition to those duties the viceΓ oy a1so took chaΓ ge of Customs

affa∶ rβ as "as the ru1e since 1734: he managed the affaiΓ s of customs

togather "ith the superVisor。  TheΓ efore口  the ǐceΓ oy or goveΓ nor "as

actua11y the centΓ a1 figuΓ e oρ eΓating Canton system, most important

decisions re1ated to foreign trade in Canton 凵ere rlade by him。  The

superˇ isors "eΓ e not such impoΓ tant figuΓ es口  and"eΓe a1so not a1"ays

"anChus as 
凵esterners thought in`that period。 7乙

"咽
the :nstr岫t andˇ icti■ of

Canton systg口the

"ong meΓ
chants  oΓ igina11y came  fΓ om mandaΓ in merchants

befofe the 18th century。  ^fter the maΓ itime prohibition "as 1ifted

and the customs "ere estab1ished in FuJiah 9nd Guangdong proVinces

in 1685口  the 丨oca1 g° ěrnments se1ected ce卜 tain merchants to carry

out the trade"ith foΓ eignˇesse1s。 These"ere ca11ed"The I【 landaΓ i n· s

"erchants"。
 they bought impoΓts, so1d eXpoΓ ts to fore∶ gners and a1so

72 JJcLFz口
 categ° ry of dip1ornacy, "o。 158, zPzz, categoΓ y of

dip1olnacy口  "o。 36。

7弓 Gutz1aff said' "the supeΓ intendent of cuatom is inˇ aΓ iab1y

a f【 nntchoo"口  China OpenedJ Vo1.2,  p。 80J his opinion "as quoted

popu1ar1y by mahy "estern historians。

paid the customs duty both on imports and expoΓ ts.74 The eaΓ 1ieΓ

hong merChants a1凵 ays had their oun masteΓ s 凵ho "ere usua11y high

1oca1 offiCia1sJ since this group 凵as keen to become invo1ved in

foΓ eign tΓ adeJ most of the meΓ chants used the capita1 of their

masters to trade. 凵hen the Eng1ish ship Catherine arΓ iˇed in Amoy in

1702` an emperor】 s meΓ Chant there organized the Amoy merchants into

c1ose coΓ poΓation to monopo1ize the trade。  This 凵as done "ith the

peΓ mission of "oppo口  the supervisor of the Amoy customs authority:

MoΓ se ca11ed it the precursoΓ  of the Coˉ hong of Canton。
75

since the 18th century hong merChants "ere usua11y se1eCted

from the independent private merchants in Canton. On 25 DeC.1720 an

agreement 凵as Γeached by the most inf1uentia1 Chinese meΓ Chants in

Canton to estab1ish a CorpoΓ ation in Canton for the benefit of their

commerce 凵ith Europeans。  These merchants cΓ eated thiΓ teρn artic1es

and s"oΓ eJ by sacrifiCing a cock and drinking its b1ood, to obseΓ ve

these artic1es for fosteΓ ing foΓ eign tΓ ade口 Checking abuse, agreeing

upon pΓ iCesJ a11oting membeΓ s the agreed trade shares` and protecting

foΓ eigneΓ s from the ma1practices of the un"orthy afrlong the merchants

of Canton。  "oppo 凵as behind this corpo卜 ation 凵hiCh 凵as an exc1usive

oΓ ganization` those dea1ers outside the corpoΓ ation IIlust pay ‘0% on

tea and20%on a1i Chim ua"if they ue"tΓ adi"in th∝ e.76:n

74 "。
rse夕  chΓ °niC1esJ Vo1.1J p。 66` p。 81。                     '

75 ibid' 131-132.

76 ibid' pp。
163-166。  "ost 凵esteΓ n histoΓ ians' so as "orse矽

"unteΓ
口 siΓ Andre凵  Ljundgstedt` CoΓ dier' considered hong merchant in

Canton "as originated  in  1720.  pen zeyi  and Liang Jiabin both

appolnted theΓ e had been hong meΓ Chants as soon as Canton custom was

Ostab1ished a1though both of them depended on diffeΓ ent sources and

madc different exp1ainations of hong origination。  Pen zeyi,"Oingˉ dai

3△
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1760 a corpoΓ ation of hong merchants ca11ed coˉ hong "as estab1ished

again for the same puΓ poses "ith the difference that the membeΓ s of

this coˉ hong on1y dea1t in tΓ ade 凵ith EuΓ opeansⅡ

The monopo1y of tΓ ade 凵ith Euroρeans in the most impoΓ tant

Commodities口   and the exc1usive organization they had  initiated

enab1ed the hong merchants to dominate the trade in Canton uith the

resu1t that their capita1 increased Γapid1y a1ong "ith the gΓ o"ing

of the trade in Canton. But  in contradiction to this the more

f1ouΓ ishing the trade in Canton"ith Europeans, the"eakeΓ  became the

position of hong merchants。  Especia11y since end of 18th century the

hong merchants 凵ent bankΓ upt one after another. :ndeed, most hong

merchants sank from indepedent merchants into being the dependents

on "estern capita1s。

The dec1ine of hong merchants "ere C1ose1y Γe1ated to the

gΓadua1 introduction °f stricteΓ  'u1es to the Canton system. There

is a causo1ity bet"een the dec1ine of hong merchants and the Canton

system。

1〉  GΓ eateΓ  Γesponsibi1ity coup1ed "ith decreasing po凵 ers。

As  mentioned  aboˇ e  the  hong  merchants  had  to  take

Γesponsibi1ity for secuΓ ity 凵hich inc1uded the security for foΓ eign

merchants and the hong meΓ chants securing each otheΓ 。

origina1ty hong merchants on1y secuΓ ed the se11ing and

puΓ chasing of impoΓ ts and exports and any duties incuΓ red。  since 1750

the system of secuΓ ity MeΓ chant 凵as estab1ished口   the goveΓ nment

foΓ ced hong meΓ chants to secuΓ e the duty of foΓ eign ěsse1s and

Guangˉ dong Υangˉ hang

system of Canton in

"istoΓ
y)` 1957` No。 1'

p。 47.

zhi-du de Qi-yuan"(the origination of hong
Qing dynasty)`  in Liˉ shi Yanˉ jiu(J° uΓna1 of

pp。 1ˉ 24f ρeking; Liang Jiabin口  ibidJ pp.29-30J
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co11ection of fees foΓ  measurage 凵hiCh Uere co11eCted by 1inguists

befoΓ e.77 "。
"eˇ
eΓ ,  the checking "oΓ k,  the tiIIle at "hich foreign

vesse1s may enteΓ  °r 1eaˇe port口  hoⅡ  the ships Cou1d be 1。 aded and

untoaded,  "eΓ e  contro11ed by  the c1erks  and seΓ Vants of  high

officia1s。   since 1754 the security merchants fIlust take ChaΓ
ge not

on1y of duties °n g0ods and ěsse1s口  but a1so the fees f0r payment

the cuΓ i0sities andˇa1uab1e goodsfoΓ  1inguists and hong merchantsJ

that the mandarins might puΓ chase。  These additiona1 responsibi1ities

p1aced a gΓ eat burden on the secuΓ ity IIleΓ cha宀 ts。
7: "。 reoverJ h0ng

merchants "ere asked to puΓ chase the tribute artic1es presented

annua11y byˇ iceroy口  goVernor and supervisor and they凵 ere Γeimbursed

on1y at the cost price "hich "as much 1o"eΓ  than maΓ ket price they

paid to Europeans。
79 since 1759 the Qing government set stΓ ict

1imitations on foreigneΓ Is moˇements in Canton and the hong meΓ chants

"ere responsib1e foΓ
 them。  If a f0reigners 凵as inVo1Ved in a ki11ing口

the hong mlerchant 凵as asked to hand over the ki11er。  If Europeans

凵eΓe Caught smugg1ing then a hong meΓ chant must pay his fine. In 1800

the CommandeΓ  of an EIC shipJ Hugh Ing1is' brought c1ocks into the

faCtory. Paiqua夕  the seCurity merchant for this ship, "as fined fifty

times theiΓ  duty! In the same year ‘8 pieces of cam1ets "eΓ e seized

as having been smugg1ed by the Eng1ish shiρ  CirenCester and the

security merchant Conseequa 凵as exchequered 100 times foΓ  the duty

on cam1ets口  a fine ρf 67口 200 d。 11aΓ s。  This heavy fine bankΓ upted

conseequa.:0  the hong meΓ chants sent the Canton Committee of EIC

a forma1 notiCe that hong merchants "ou1d refuse to act as security

了7 "。 rse, chr。nic1esJ Vo1.i` p。 289。

78 "。ΓseJ Vo1.5' pp.12-13。

79 
ΥHGz口  ch。 25口  ρ。8。

80 "。
rse、  Vo1.2口  p。 354J p.365: DzJ' vo1· 2, pρ 175ˉ 205。
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foΓ the COmpany· s ships un1ess they receiˇ e an indemnity against such

fines as had been imposed on Conseequa。   The COIImitteee Γefuse-

i ndefrlni ty and讣 oppo accused them of co11eCtiVe1y trying to evade taX

co1tection: he thΓ eatened to repoΓ t them to emperor。 :1 :n 1:21 the

senioΓ meΓchant "o凵qua (sometimes a1so kno"n as Puiqua) 凵as Γemitted

fΓom his officia1 rank of thiΓ d degree  because the ship he secuΓ ed

凵as inVo1Ved in opium smugg1ing口 :2 these officiat ranks cou1d be

granted to hong meΓ chants on1y 凵hen they had made a contribution of

considerab1e payments to the goVernment。   ^ctua11y,  the customs

officia1s shou1d haˇe been he1d responsib1e f。 r srugg1ing since they

took chaΓ ge of checking foreign ěsse1s for un1a凵 fu1 g° ods口  ho凵 eVer

hong merchants had to accept the bitter resu1t。

But compaΓ ed "ith secuΓ ity foΓ  foreigners' the secuΓ ity 。f

hong merchants foΓ each other "as even f【 【ore difficu1t。  FoΓmeΓ 1y  he

se1ection of a ne凵  hong meΓchant needed the guarantee of one or t"o

estab1ished meΓ chants,  and the  joint responsibi1ity 凵as no1 so

extensive as it 1ateΓ became。  In 1780 the Hong merchants Υngsha凵 and

κe"sha" o"ed money to BΓ itish merchants "hich they cou1d not afford

to pay off。  Both men 凵ere ρunished and their propeΓ ties confiscatedJ

but  the  meΓ chants  "ho  secured  them  had  to  take  oveΓ   their

debts。
:3In17:4the hong meΓ chant seunqua占 凵ed1ssJ000tae1s to

British merchants口  he"as punished by the g。 ěΓnment and his security

meΓ chant "as foΓ ced to pay his de-t^ "ean"hi1e the couΓ t I【【ade a ne"

regu1ation that a11 other hong merchants had to take co11ectiˇ e

81 "。
Γse, Vo1.2‘  pp。 358ˉ 559。

:2 DG凵
JsL, Ch。 1, pp.10ˉ 11; "oΓ se, ǒ1.4, ρ。16.

85 
ΥHGz, ch.25口  pp。 3:4。

security responsibi1ity in the eˇ ent of any hong merchant fa,11ing

into debt。
:。 since then a11 of the hon0merchants Ⅱou1d be

imP1iCated in the event of bankΓ uptcy of any one of thgn。  from 1770

on"aΓ ds more and moΓe hong mIeΓchants "eΓ e reduced to poVerty and

bankruptcy "hi1e the profits inreasing1y became 1ess. VP t°  the

beginning of the 19th century there "ere on1y one or t"o 凵ea1thy

merchantsJ the others a11 fe11 into debt∶  The Γich hong meΓ chants

tried to esCape frofn hong affairs "hi1e the poo| tΓ ied to take great

risks in tΓ ade to acquire good profits.   In oΓ der to seCure the

Γeˇenue of gQveΓ nment undeΓ  suCh circumstancesJ the Qing goverrlment

estab1ished a kind of senioΓ  meΓChant system in 181弓  according to the

suggestion of De Qing口  the supeΓ ǐsor of the canton custom authority

afteΓ  discussing the proposa1 uith the Viceroy。   Fo11o"ing this

systemJ one oΓ  t凵 o 0f the Γichest hong merchants 凵ere Chosen to be

senioΓ merchants to take chaΓ ge of a11 the hong affaiΓ s and a1so t°

beaΓ a11 the responsibi1ities for eVery hong meΓ chant。  The serecti。 n

0f a ne凵  h0ng merchant must  be secuΓ ed by a11  existing hong

meΓ chants。
:5   Up t。  then a11 the hong meΓ chants "eΓ e imp1iρ ated

凵ith each other and fe11 togetheΓ  into the tΓ ap of the Canton system!

Re18ted to the secuΓ ity system of hong merchants Ⅱas the co11ection

of"Consoo fund or Consoo chaΓ ges"("angˉ yong冫  。Γigina11y for the

repayment of hong meΓ chaQt· s debts. The Consoo Charges 凵ere 1eˇ ie口

in 】775 at the Γate of 3% on the ǎ1ue of  Certain kinds of imports

84 Υ
"Gz∶
 ch。 25, p。 7。

85 J。

"JsL' ch.4, 5ˉ
6.
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and expoΓ ts。
:6 ^fteΓ

凵ards the rate  of the Consoo charge 曰a,Ⅰ raised

and covered fflany moΓ e comodities than before. "o"eveΓ  the domination

of the Consoo fund "as not contro11ed by hong meΓ chants but by 1oca1

goVeΓ nment, "hich used this fund 臼s a s0凵 rCe for vaΓ ious appoΓ tions

for the cou卜 t。  In most years mOre than 50% of this fund 凵as used to

cover the cost of presents to the empeΓ or, foΓ  riˇer barΓ iers and

foΓ ts, mi1itaΓ y stations and supρ ression, famine re1iefJ etc' 1ess

than 50% 凵as used to pay the debts to foΓ eigners。 :7

The "eak position of hong merchants is a1so indicated by

theiΓ  s凵 perVision by 1inguists。 ^1though the appointment of 1inguists

"as by the recommendation of hong merchants, they 
凵eΓe government

inteΓ pΓ eters and diΓ ect1y Γesponsib1e to the customs house rather

than to the hong IrleΓ chants。  BOth hong merchants and 1inguists "ere

requiΓed to be present "hen theˇ esse1s 1oaded or un1oaded。  Linguists

must Γeport a11 the process of trade "ith foreigners to the customs

houses口  inc1uding the pΓ ice' tax, amounts of cofrnodities。
:: ˉ

∶      Therefore the moΓ e responsibi1ity the hong merchants took

foΓ secuΓ ity the m0re difficu1ty they faCed "hen they 凵eΓ e po凵er1ess

as 1n the use °f the consoo fund, 凵oΓ k CheCks口  foΓmu1at;on of tΓ ade

regu1ati ons口  etc。

2)The dec1ine of the position in price bargaining 凵ith

Europeans。

86 JQ"JsLJ ch。
1, p。 5: the detai1s about Γate of consoo chaΓ geJ

see口  "orse' Vo1。 3口  pρ。61。 63。

87 "。
Γse ρresents a 1ist foΓ  the uses of Consoofund from 1807

to 1816。  ChΓ onic1es口  Vo1. 3' p。 乙09ˉ 311。

88 "。
rris。 n口  p。 15口  pp。 17-18; Gutz1aff口  Vo1.2, p。 85.
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The 1eading position of the hong merchants in deciding uρ on

the price of  comodities  in Canton "as gradua11y rep1aced by

EuΓoρeans。   This  reversa1  "as due not  on1y to theiΓ  debts  to

Europeans口  but a1so because the mandarins didn|t a1凵 ays suppoΓ t the

hong wlerchants。

since Cant° n "as opened for foΓ eign tΓ ade the pΓ ices of

impoΓ ts and eXpoΓ ts and the trade proportion each merchant shared had

a1凵ays been decided by hong merchants together。 :9 凵hen Coˉ h。ng "as

estab1ished in 1720J the merchants outside it "ere exc1uded fΓ om

foΓ eign trade in Can!on and as a resu1t they searched for supρ ort

fΓ om foΓ eign IIlerchants。 The EuΓ opeans pΓotested so strong1y that the

supeΓ ǐsoΓ  appΓ oˇed t凵o Irlerchants to be supp。 Γted by BΓ itish superˉ

caΓgos to join the tΓ ade 凵ith EuΓopeans because he feared their

protestation "ou1d 1ead t°  a reduction of duty∶ 90 Tho ab。 ve Coˉ hong

had not a1"ays been supported by a mandarin "hen it "as ihitiated.

凵hen Coˉ hong "as reestab1ished in 1760口  it shaΓ ed a ratheΓ  dominant

positi° n in pΓ ice bargaining.  European mercha卩 ts had 0ften been

subject to the deCision on prices by hong merchants. :n 1761 BΓ itish

merchants  refused  the  price Coˉ hong  offered and persisted  in

dec1aring that they凵 。u1d instead tΓ ansact business"ith indiˇ idua1s。

Ho"eVeΓ  t凵 o months 1ater' BΓ itish merchants "ere f0rced to subject

themse1ves t。  the Coˉ h。ng|s price and poid a high price f。 r tea口 and
so1d their Ⅱ。。11ens at a 1o凵  pΓ ice。  British supeΓ -caΓ go said in his

seasona1 report to the Court of DiΓ ect° rs of EIC' "it(C° -hong冫  sti11

exists‘  and that 凵e & a1t the Europeans must suffer s°  1ong as it

continues口  "e having undoubt’ d1y -een ob1igId t°  give higher pri0es

89 
ΥHGz, ch。 25口  p。 31.

90 "。
Γse口  Vo1.1口  166ˉ 168。



foΓ  ρaΓ t of our Cargoe than otheΓ "ise "e need have done。
"91 AfteΓ

that口  great efforts "ere made for the disso1ution of Coˉ hong' and it

beCame one of the main purposes that E:C puΓ sued in Canton。  In 1771

BΓ itish supercaΓ go sucCeeded to procure the disso1ution of Coˉ hon9

by offeΓ ing 100,000 tae1s as a bribe to   the viCeroy Li shiyao

through  the  hand  of  puankhequa。
92  A1th。

ugh  the  coˉ hong  凵as

Γeestab1ished in 1775, the hong merchants as individua1s gΓ adua11y

fe11  into  debt  and  "ere  forced  to  aCCept  fIloΓe  and  moΓ e

Γesponsibi1ities foΓ  seCvΓ ity, paying eˇ eΓ greater costs "hi1e their

position in price bargaining Γapid1y dec1ined. The Eng1ish supercargo

in Canton said in 1782J "though the "oppe continues to interfere in

sett1ing the pΓ ices口  凵e see it is not in his po"eΓ 口 oΓ  those of the

meΓchants "ho aΓe desirous of  it` to enfo卜 ce obserˇance to his

regu1ations 凵hiCh being once bΓ oke thΓ ough, the Combination (of hong

merchants) fa11s to the ground."93 As 1。 ng as hong merchants in Coˉ

hong cou1d not baΓ gain for pΓ iCes as a 凵ho1e, the Coˉ hong1s monopo1y

凵ao nothing more than a method to eXC1ude other Chinese merchants

fΓ°m foΓ eign trade in CantOn。  In 1787 the hong meΓ Chants tΓ ied to

reduce the price of Eng1ish 凵o011ens and 1ead‘  and in 1798 they

demanded reductions in the pΓ ice of E卩 g1ish tin and 1ead。  A11 these

demands  Here  refused,  ho"eveΓ 。
94  :n  1:2‘   Eng1ish  superCargos

sucCeeded in reducing the standaΓ d prices paid foΓ  teaf they 凵ere in

"oΓ

se, Vo1.5, pp.103ˉ 10‘ .

"oΓ

se口  Vo1.1, 501.

95 "。
Γse, Vo1.2' p。 93.

90"。Γse`V占 1.2‘ p.139,p。 515。

38

a stΓ ong position in the decision of price。 95

The 1oss of their  1eading position in price bargaining

Γesu1ted in hong merchants not on1y Γeceiˇ ing great1y Γeduced pΓ ofits

from trade but having to depend more and more on the capita1 of

foΓ eign merchants: it a1so direct1y harmed the interests of other

Chinese merchants。  :n 1819 the Chinese tea dea1ers co11aborated in

Γesisting the deductions in the price and qua1ity 1eve1s of tea 凵hiCh

EIC imposed on hong merchants and passed on to tea dea1eΓ s, but theiΓ

Γesistance 凵as defeated by the cooperation bet"een hong meΓ chants,

EuΓopeans and the Chinese 1oca1 goveΓ nment. Encouraged by some hong

meΓchantsJ the magistrate of "amhoi county issued a ρroc1aJnat i on

denouncing the tea dea1eΓ s as acting in an un1a"fu1 manner, and

ordering them to aΓ Γest theiΓ  ring1eader and de1i、 eΓ him up if he

persistd in inciting them to continue to Γestraln tΓ ade。 96 The

above case sho凵 s hong merchants had been comp1ete1y subject to

εuΓopeans in price bargaining and they banded together to counter

Chinese merchants。  The mandaΓ ins did nothing to saˇe the dec1ine of

the "ong meΓchantsI positi° n and even he1ped foreign、merchants to

counter Chinese meΓ chants in order to secure the co11ection of taxes

and obtain more bΓ ibes. The monopo1y 。f h。 ng meΓ chants on f。Γeign

tΓ ade in Canton cou1d not ρrotect them "hen they enteΓ ed into

tΓ ansactions "ith εuropeans. On the contraΓ y, that monopo1y凵 as used

by EuΓ opeans to adˇance theiΓ  o凵n economic expansion。

3冫  1ess pΓ ofit and moΓ e eXtoΓ tion。

The 1oss of  their  1eading position  in ρrice bargaining

Γesu1ted in reduced pr° fits for h°ng meΓ chants from trade "ith

95 "。
Γse口  Vo1.厶 , p.92。

96 "。
Γse, Vo1.3口  35】 。35厶。
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Europeans。 the tea tΓ ade"as the mn1n source of thelr profits。
 OuΓ 1ng

the period of EIC· s charter口  the cost °f tea to h。ng merchants at

Canton "as ab°ut 20.2 tae1s picu1口  Hhich h0ng merchants so1d on to

E:c at obout 27 tae1s giving the h° ng merchants ab° ut 6.5 tae1s,

Hhich is ob°ut 乙0% gross pΓ°fit。  This tea usua11y s°
1d at the

Compθny:s sa1es in Eng1ond at three shi11ings o p0und or sixty tae1s

the piCu1。
97 "°

"eˇ
er hong merchants did not actua11y 【】lake 乙0%

profit since thev "ent int°  debt t。  EuΓopeans and therefore had to

accept Euroρ ean m臼nufaCtures"hich cou1d° n1y be s。 1d at pΓ ices 1o"er

than their purchose price, other"ise口  no tea contract c°
u1d be

offered to h0ng merchants。
9: "hen the hong merchants had been ab1e

to ho1d the 1eading position in ρΓiCe baΓ gθ ining and the eXtoΓ
ti°n

"as not as heaˇ
y 臼s it "as after 1770, they cou1d sti11 make a net

Profit from tΓ ade。  But 1ater they had t°
 accept fIDOre and more

eXtorti°n 8nd the high c0st 0f responsibi1ities口  "hich forced theIn

into debt "hich口  in turn, f° rced them t° depend on the capita1 of

Europeans s° that they 1ost their 1eading position in pΓ
ice deCisions

97 Ba11 IIlade a detai1 tab1e of b1ack tea cost

19th century:
Tea1s

12

1.乙

5.9

3

20.2

Ba11, ^n ^ccount口  pp。 乙55ˉ 354。

at begining of

C0st 0f gΓ o"th and manipu1ati° n

Expense of transPoΓ t fΓom the b1ack tea

districts t。  Canton

charges at Canton on account of goˇ eΓment

dutuiesJ hong merchoη ts·  expensesJ and b° at

hiΓe to the ships

98 :a11,

"orseJ V01。
2口 p.139, p。 315。

"hich 1ed to a fuΓ
ther reduction of their pΓ ofits。

"andarins and goveΓ
nmentIs eXtoΓ tion 凵as ǎΓ ious and teΓ Γib1y heaˇ y。

on1y  the  "ContΓ ibutions"  hong meΓ chants rnde  in  177乙 -1832  to

government "ere oVer seven mi11ions tae1s。

List of contribution rrlade by hong r【 leΓchants in 177乙 1̄83299

year a,Ilount(tae1s) purp°ses

177乙    Puankhequa and otheΓ s

1787   ibid

1792   Hunqua and otheΓ s

1798   hong wleΓ chant

1799   Puankhequa :I and others

1800口    ibid

1801   hong rleΓ chant

P凵snkhequa and otheΓ s

1805   ibid

1804   hongmeΓ chants

ibid

1806   ibid

1809   ibid

1811   "0凵 qua

1814   hongmberchants

1819   11 merchants

1820   hongJIleΓ chants

200口 000    mi1itary eXpense

500'000            ibi-

150口 000             ibid

300,000            ibid

120,000            ibid

250,000             ibid

150,000         iΓ rigations

250,000        mi1itaΓ y

100,000             ibid

200,000        irΓ igations

60,000        mi1itary

100'000            ibid

120,000   emperoΓ  birthday

600口 000         irΓ igations

240口 000       mi1itary and

irrigations

100口 000   emperor birthday

600口 000        irΓ igations

99 This 1ist is

chapteΓ s Γe1ated to

from LG丫 Fz, Ch。 27口  Contribution: "orse口
years: Jo"JsL口  Ch。 1。

4△

edited

the same



1826   "o"qua and otheΓ s

1832   munqua

1786-183  hongmerchants

600口 000

110‘ 000

2`538,000

mi1itaΓ y

ibid

trib11te si1veΓ

tota1 7,088口 000

"oΓ

eoveΓ 口  the viCeΓ oys demanded hong merchants to bind

themse1ˇ es to the payment of a11口  or the greatest paΓ t of the

mi11ions of tae1s requiΓ ed by the empeΓ oΓ , 凵hiCh made them so 凵eak

and pusi11animous that they submitted to it。
100 The purchase of

c1oCks and "atches for high 1oca1 officia1s口  or the court, 凵as a1s0

another heavy buΓ den for hong fIlerchants.

∶f the court needed a c1ock' the 1oCa1 officia1s asked hong

merchants  foΓ   ten,  "hiCh "eΓ e paid for at ha1f  the price口   oΓ

nothing。
101 Eˇ
ery yeaΓ  a11 the hong meΓ chants co11ective1y spent

a hundered thousand do11ars foΓ  c1ocks and "atchesJ' 凵hiCh they paid

凵ith great difficu1ty。
102

"ong merchants made 1ess profit 
凵hen they had to accept the

prices that Europeans imposed on them, and these reduc0d pΓ ofits uere

insufficient to affoΓ d the incΓ easing eXtortions "hich cou1d be moΓ e

than t凵0 mi11ion tae1s every year。  凵hen a fe" hong merchants、
"eΓ
e

ab1e to accLJfnu1ate a ceΓ tain 1eˇe1 of "ea1th they "eΓ e not a11ρ凵ed

to Γetire frofn being a hong meΓ chant unti1 they becafIle poor` and "ere

"oΓ

se, Vo1.3口  167。

10】
 。ne of

viceΓ oy in 1759。

Franch merchants‘

Tang Xiang1ong口

comp1aints in the

ibidr p.149-150.

pet1t1on to

102 "。
rse口  Vo1 p。 194Ⅱ

43

then dismissed fΓ om the 1ine of hong merchants. C1ear1y the Canton

sy§ tem"as tike a tΓ ap to most hong merchants' theΓ e 凵as no0ther "ay

than bankruptcy。

3冫 the tΓ ap of European 1oans.

since the 1770s most hong meΓ chants fe1t into debt to both

凵esteΓ neΓ s and goˇ eΓ nment 凵hich eˇ entua11y 1ed them to bankruρ tcy。

Those 凵ho boΓ Γo凵 ed money fr°m foreigners or o"ed duty and apportions

t° government 凵ere thΓ eatened 凵ith the pena1ty of confiscation of

pΓ opeΓ ty and being banished aCCording to the Canton system’ s custom。

The Γe1ation of debit and credit bet凵 een hong merchants and Europeans

had existed as ear1y as end of 17th centuΓ y.103 :n  the 1750s the

merchants 凵ang shengyi and his son in zhejiang had boΓ ro凵 ed money a`

commercia1 Capita1  fΓ om F1int。
104 FΓ

。m 1730 on"aΓ ds adˇ ances o+

capita1 fΓ om EuΓ opeans to at1 the hong meΓchants became the rute,

"hich en。
b1ed those  meΓchants to send money up countΓ y for tea and

si1k  in  oΓ der  to  secuΓ e  the  stab1e  supρ 1y  foΓ   the  Eur。ρean

market¨
】05M。

reoˇe%№
"merchants凵

eΓ e"m"刨 in numbero a耐

they cov1d not afford to purchase imports and exports 凵ith theiΓ  o"n

capita1 凵ithovt advanCes "hen Canton trade Γapid1y deˇ e1oρed and the

cargoes for each EuΓopean ěsse1 Γequired inˇ estments of hundΓ eds of

thousands  of  toets。  "ong  merchants  enjoyed  a  geneΓ a11y  high

reputation for cΓ editJ and the debts didn· t beColne a pΓ ob1em bet凵een

105
LutouΓ ette. The HistoΓ  ̌of EaΓ 1ˇ  Re1ations bet凵 een the

United stated and China'

10‘
 sLxκ矽 ch∶‘, ρ。Tian·  94·

105 "。
rse口  Vo1。 1, 204.
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Eur0ρeans and hong meΓ chants before the 70s。 106

But after 1770 hong merchants "eΓ e faced "ith more and more

eXtoΓ tion口  and additiona1 responsibi1itiesJ "hi1e at the same time

gΓadua11y 1osing their 1eading positi。 n of pr;ce baΓ gaining "hich

rendered thθ m subject to the price Europeans imposed on them口  fuΓ theΓ

Γoducing their f】 nancia1 position。  凵hen the hong rleΓ chants had to

depend on Europeans because of the 1ack 1iquid capita1, the 1atteΓ

took odˇantage of the occasion to practis0 usuaΓ y。 UP t0 then the

Γe1ation of debit and credit bet"een hong merchants~and Europeans"as

tota11y different in chaΓ acter。  FoΓmeΓ 1y口  this Γe1otion "as the

res凵 1t 0f adˇ ances of capita1 foΓ  purchasing口  凵hiCh "as c1eared off

"hen the 
ρurchasing "as comρ 1ete。  since the 70s more and moΓ e"esteΓn

priˇ ate meΓ chonts besides the EIC began to offer 1oans to hong

merchonts。  The 1oans EuΓ opeans °ffeΓ ed to hong merchants "ere not

0rdin臼Γy trading  1iabi1ities but the accumu1ation of  1oans and

c。mρound interest∶  "hich "as the prime motiˇ e for dr¤
"ing Eng1ish

private country meΓ chants from Ind;a to China。 107 Up t。  1779 a11

debts that chinese merchants o"ed to Eng1ish Creditors "ere up t。

3,808,076 do11aΓ s, obout $3,000,000 "as c1oimed from the Chinese as

0凵ed t0 pΓ ivate country meΓ chants。
108 The interest of this kind

106 The on1y eXception 
凵as the debt of Coiq凵 a(ki0qua)口  "h。 0凵ed

Eng1ish fIlerchants about 50口 000 tae1s and "as not c1eaΓ ed because he

died。 uith the couΓ t· s edict, his debt must be c1eared by° theΓ  hong

merchants。  sLXK' Ch。 4, ρ。了ian 119-120; "oΓ se, 0̌1.5' p。 79。

1吖
Greenbe砘 ,p· 15乙。

108 "。
rse口 Vo1,2J p。 ‘4。

44 45

of1oan"θ s臼t the rate of12%per。 mum,sometime占 up to⒛ %。 109

of the sum of $J,ooo,ooo os ob° ě the °rigina1 debt for g°°ds so1d
on cΓedit and JDOney 1ent "as n°  more th。 n $1口 079,00o, the rest
representod the occumu1ation °f cOJpound interest。 110 丁his debt

"as a1most entire1v。 "ed by on1vf°
uo hong merchants口  seunqua, C° q凵a口

vng氵ha"and κe"sho"J °ut of a tot。 1 °f eight h° ng merch臼 nt-, o1th°ugh
th∶

er∶∶∶n":∶∶0∶∶∶:11n debt, Puankhequa:s debt "as the 1° "est, 
臼t n0

:n order t。  pr°fit from these high  interest rates the

"estern priˇ
ate merchants °ften se1ected ins° 1ˇent h。ng merchants t°

deo1 "ith, these ins° 1vent merchants gave the,n ruch b0tter
prices,"t° o often they gaˇe higher prices than they cou1d。 fford in
the actua1 state of the rnrket。 112 L。gica11v, praCtising usuary

and dea1ing "ith ins° 1ˇent merch日 nts sh°u1d be ěry d。 ngerous, but
Euroρean ρractices °n usuary in Cont°n "eΓ e s臼fe and secured by the
Canton syst¤ m。  Because in the Canton svstθ m the Qing g° ěrmlDent
secured a11 the debts that Chinese merchants °

"e t°
 foreigners and

must  be paid off。   Especia11y by  the  regu1ation °f  the hong

109 cr。
enberg口  p。 64, "° rse口 °̌1.2, ρρ。‘‘.ˉ钅5.

110 Greenberg, p。
21。    冖

111mo"e,vo1。
0口 p。 45。

112 :n the evidences 
°f the Eng1ish private meΓ chant 凵。C。

Daˇ ids。n hefore the se1ecti。 n C°mmittee of the "ouse 。f L° rds in
1aJO, he dec1aΓ ed口  "hen he conducted buginess "ith 臼n ins01vent
meΓchant, "I kne" they had shares ih the Comany|s business and :

fe1∷ assured they uou1d be ab1et° pay me,uhich they HeΓ e。 "see,
sFeenbeΓg口  ρp.7oˉ 71·
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meΓ chants|security the debt of any hong meΓ chant must be taken ovOr

by.other J1lerchants。  The debt of the first inso1ˇ ent hong meΓ chant

Woyqua to the Eng1ish "as paid in 1777 fΓ 0m th0 1oCat goˇ errWrlent I s

tΓ∞
"γ ,!13since曲

∞ Jh∞g随 "hmts 
Ⅲ st tah NeΓ 由ed曲 ts

of their members "hen the seCuΓ ity system of hong meΓ chants 凵as

estab1ished。   TheΓ e 凵ere t凵0 foΓbidden debts in connection "ith

foreign trade in Caht° n, one 凵as taXes to the goˇ eΓnment口  the otheΓ

"as a debt to foreigners, Those fai1ing in this respect "ou1d be
凵nder pena1ty of confiscation of his pΓ opeΓ ty and banishment or

detention。
114  theΓ efore  the  Canton  system  aCtua11y  provided

EuΓ oρeans "ith a unique guaΓ ahtee from commercia1 risk to make money

in CantonJ "凵hiCh "as a11 the more va1uab1e in those day of gΓ eat

Γisks (and gΓ eat profits冫  in EasteΓ n tΓ ade。
】】5

4)8ankruptcyˉ t̄he on1y 凵ay for hong Jrlerchants。

"∩
凵eVeΓ , no simi1ar g∪arantees agoinst Commercia1 Γisks凵 eΓe

offeΓ ed by Chinese government to the hong merchants 凵ho Continued to

beaΓ heaˇy extoΓ ti0n` Γesponsibitity and foreigners∶  usuaΓ y。  To go

bankrupt "as theiΓ  on1y so1ution。  ∶n 1777 凵ayqua o凵ed the Eng1ish

about 11口 000 tea1s and co凵 1d n0t afford to ρay 0ff that debt。  "e 凵as

banished t。 E1i`5,000tae1s“ his debt uas taken oveΓ  by his

re1atiˇ es,  the  rest  凵as  paid  off  by  the  1oCa1  goveΓ rlfnent I s

113 
Υ
"Gz口
 ch.25J pp。 2ˉ 3.

114 :ef。 re 20s of 19th Century the debt° rs "ere usua11y banished

to E1i(thousands mi1es faΓ  from Canton), sincethen, they 凵ere sent

to be detained in pΓ ison of "anhai c0unty。

115 gΓ
eenbeΓ g` p。 69。

46 47

tr● oθ ury。
116 since then the curtain "臼

s

¤ojng bonkruρ t °ne after the other。

"ongs and their ending in 175oˉ
18Ξ 9

Γising t°  h°ng merchants

names

0f

hongs

names     year °f    vear   debt

°f        setting     °f

o"ners      up      bankΓ upt

and creditors  years

t臼e1s or          。f

do11ars(s冫  exisiting

zhiyuan

Tong"en&

tongfu

Υifeng

Taihe

丫uyuan

Fengyuan&

Uanhe

Guangshun

Vuanquan

FengJ】 h

Eyi

Υihe

丫uanshun

9

Cuang1i

oacheng

κhiquθ     。̄1728

Pua冂 khequ臼   1̄75‘

seunqua     1̄765

丫ngsha"     1̄zs5

κe"sha"     1̄765

"unqua       1765

Coqua       1̄765

Cho"qua     1̄765

"ayqu8      
1̄77‘

shy κinqua& 1̄776

Gonqua

"o"qua&      1784
Huiqua

Geo"qua      1782

Eequa        1786

"o"qua       1792
ρonqua       1792

1̄759    ◆5o,o00(F&C)。     ◆弓o

◆86

1784    166,oo0(F冫

1zs0    。?(F&C冫

1780     ?(F&C冫

1795    228,167(F冫

272,00o(C)

17Ta       ?

1789    deoth °f °
"nneΓ

1777     11,ooo(F&G冫

1795   ◆6oo,o0o(F冫

1z,7      ?

1791   $25oJO0o(F冫

(in difficu1ty since 1829冫

1810     88,ooo(C冫

◆19

+15

+15

50

◆1弓

◆2‘

+Ξ

◆19

15

5

18

116 v"czJ ch。
25, pρ 。2ˉΞ.
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about

ban1s

re1at

1B39

1̄BJ乙

1̄8乙乙

1B37

1857

18乙 7

1B=2

Υicheng

D°ngsheng

L】 qu。n

"ui1°

ng

tongtaη

Xicheng

Fu1ong

"ancheng
Tianbao

DongyVG

DongX1ng

Hanyuan

"aoshe口

d

Xingt臼 i

Renhe

Futa、

Vanqua

"unquθ
Conseequa

Gne"qua

Poonequa

Exchin&

Pakqua

‘1o,000(F)

death °f °
"nner

?(F冫

乙00,000(F&C冫

88,000(G)

979JO00(F冫

?(F)

190,000(G冫

‘OJ000(C冫

白07,000(F)

乙‘5,乙 11CG)

s1,Ogd,叨⑴

s乙51JO38(F)

?(ω in lBO5

6,28‘tG)

乙16,253(G)

2,359(G)

31口 35乙 (G)?

s1,600,000-F冫

16J170(G)

5,8‘9(G)

9口 711(G)in

?(G)

Lyqua        180‘

κingq1a      1808

G°qua     '  1B11

Fatqua      1̄811

1inqua?     1̄828

"engtae     

1̄8乙o

Punh0Vqua    18乙 0

κ
"angqua     1B35,1832

1T92

179‘

1̄796

1T9乙

180厶

180‘

180‘

1802

1829

1825

1810

1827

1825

1829

1809

10

35

+29

17

2乙

21

25

5

28

z2

5̄

7

7

2

1839

Tongshun   samqua 丬

⒓

◆5

to E1

to be

糊赢:鞯
⑾
茬

^nchang    takqua       1836

★∶ ◆  moΓe than:  
。 bef° re 0r 1ess:

(F) °
"e t0 f°

reigners: (β ) t° g°
veΓ nment: (c) t。  chinese

merchants

?  in debt but amount not c1eaΓ
。

"。

st debts in this tab1e are

48

1BJ7    ◆乙1· 35乙
(G冫

the on1y amount that

49

Ⅱ

Ⅱ

■
l
丨

ˉ

ˉ

勰

¨

∷ ∵

Chinese goˇ eΓnment doc1ared。

gouΓces: V"Gz: Jo"JsL; UXCP: sL〓 κ; V"Gz: "orse, Chronic1es。

^1though the E:C took s- steps to he1ρ
 the "eaker hong

moroh●nt8 in ord●r to st° ρ the reducti° n °f the oˇ oi1ob1e hong

moroh● nt8口  the se1ect COJmnittee odˇ ancod250,000 tae1s to Conseeqm,

"●

nhoρ , Exchin ond   onθ quo in 181‘  to enθ b1e thθ m to pav the

prⅡOIng dutiesj"7but it cou1d on1y de1θ y their going bankrupt。

:n th●  e1ghty。 t"o vears "hen Co:hong Jperated the tota1 debt of

l"oo1ˇ ent hong merchants to"esterners"os obout16.5mi11son do11aΓ s

ot o rough estim。 te。 11:  uρ to 18弓 Os the inso1ˇent merchonts cou1d

‘not  afford  even  the  ρressing   duties  and oρ 卩orti0ns  of  the

0oˇernment, "hich "ere the debts thot hong merchonts certoin1y did

not "ont to o"e。  :n 18乙 9 hong meΓ chonts o"ed955,774 toe1臼  0f duties

l 0nd 臼ρ卩0rtions。
119 ^s the tab1e 

臼b0ˇ e sho"s口  from 50s of 18th
c●nturv to the eˇ e of opium"oΓ  t"entyˉ four hongs"ent bankΓ upt among

th● thirtyˉ four hongs uhich can be identifiod as existing ear1y or

1ote in this period。  T"o hongs didn|t continue because the o"ners

(Ch°
"qua and Vanqua冫

 died。  ^mong the eight suΓ ǐˇa1s, "o"qua ond

Coqua "ere going bankruρ t for their debts to goˇ er冂ments。  duty:

κingqua"as once dimissod in 1Q15 from the 1ihe of h° ng merChants for

his debt t。 duty ond resumed next yeor "hen he paid off the debt:

117"。
rse口 ǒ1。彐, p。 22弓。

11: Greenberg口
 ρ。6Ξ。         '

119The D。
cuments of "ong"erchants, iound in F。 rbiden Pa1ace。

s●●口 Liang Jia犭 in, Cu臼ngd°ng shiˉ san"ang κao(studies on the thirteen
hongs in Cahton冫 , p。 166口 shanghoi, 19弓 7。



K凵 angqua` Takqua and samqua became hong merchants for on1y a feH

yeaΓ s and had a1Γ eady Oued a 1ot to goveΓ nment and "eΓ e a1s0 going

bankΓ upt。
120   The actua1 suΓ Viva1s 凵ere on1y TongⅡ en/TOngfu HOng

of puankhequa and Υihe "ong of "o"qua/Puiqua fΓ om Canton system.

ApaΓ t fΓ om theiΓ  exce11ent inte11igence and Capabi1ity the Γeasons

foΓ  theiΓ  success 凵eΓ e that they kept a c1ose re1ation "ith 凵es-ern

meΓ chants and invested their fortunes in contempoΓ aΓy inteΓ nationa1

trade thΓ ough persona1  cooperation "ith Americans`  BΓ itish and

s凵edish private tΓ adeΓs. Especia11y the h° ng of PuakhequaJ "hich

cou1d suΓvive foΓ  moΓ e than 86 yeaΓ s under Canton system' Ⅱas a rea1

miΓ ac1e。
121   H0凵

eVeΓ ,   if  the  Canton  system  ContinuesJ   the

perspeCtive foΓ  these tHo hongs 凵i11 n0t be neCessaΓ i1y bΓ ight.

Com1tjsi∞

Canton sys-em "as a reaction of the Chinese government to

EuΓ opean expansion to China and the deve1opment of inte「 nationa1

trade in the 18th century。   ThΓ ough this system the Qing c0urt

120K凵 angqua o凵 ed5J848 tae1s of commerCia1 contribution (shangˉ

juan冫  in 1838口  Takqua o"ed 2`395 tae1s tΓ ibute si1ver(Gongˉ
yin) in

1838' samqua o凵 ed 9'711 tae1s of tribute si1ver in 1839` they 凵0u1d

be usua11y dismissed by government if they cou1d paid off in shoΓ t

time。  see: DoCuments of Hong "eΓ chants` Liang Jiabin` p.169.

121 Di1ip K. Basu` The :mpact of 凵estern TΓ ade on the H° ng

№ ∝ hmts'In The Ri∞ md Gr"th J the∞ 1∞ ia1№ Γt Citi∝ in

Asia口  edited by Di1ip K。  Ba1}t“ J ρ。151' Vniversity of Ca1ifoΓ
nia'

Berke1ey, 1985。

The detai1 information ab° ut Ho凵quaJ see: Liu` Κ凵angˉ ching` "ouqua:

The∞ uΓc∝ and Dispositim of"is阢 a1th'"s。 口 1958。 About To"随 n

Hong of Puankhequa` see: Panˉ shi zhuˉ pu(The 1inage record of Pan

f猁 i1y);Li涮 s吖、
"¨
Bits“ o1d mim,Lo涮 ∞ 'm·

72-80J1982.

sucCessfu11y preˇ ented Europeans from entering China for the secuΓ ity

reoson ond kept the dignltˇ  of∶ C0ntra1 Emρ ire; eXc1uded noΓ ma1

Chinese merchants frOun foreign trade,  seized most profits frgn

foreign trado by1i讳汪ing heavy欲由|t1'0宀o品∴ho,lg在沱hahts,so th。 t

Ι古∷i扌虍$蕊∫∶i∶督窝走蕊拙I1L茗1:∶
Eng1i:0EaF:I、。di∶卩αⅡ”

y,F?u1d”卩vF卩∷°!卩b10,,su叩 1y Pf chinese
c岬itiF9f°

-Γ ”ei叩 re卩 P∵Ⅱ甲u呷叫 in∶ E呷叩
"maΓ

ket氵
'、卩!∶。

"aFPn01卩
r∶
?e and卩

qdF g「 e?∶
∷PrρfⅡ u。d。Γ:Ⅱ iF s丫Ftem:^!t。ρ叩”

t0FyaⅡF。叩?!ai?甲 。Ⅱ吁 :Ⅱ ∵
1i” it刂Ⅱ呷 Pf thi9γPt叩∷叩∷”叩

`they ”ρd !°∶0e su0lFq! t? :” i9 s̄ystem befoΓ e they cρ∵!d fρ r。F !” F
c|ineF0 g?ˇ

F厂卩ment ∶"i!0 叩
i!l-。 r丫

 。tΓ卩ng!Ⅱ  !。 ,9。cept IⅡ卩ir∴ tΓ0diP甲
∞nd∵ i叩9:Ⅰhe” i叩’:叩ΓFⅡa卩!氵

·F叩 |he叩 !y vi?!,呷
°f!hF”口t叩

syste卩
:tⅡ F noΓ呷

1f。
lne叩 叩Thants∵ F「FF丫

c!呷甲 f-r叩 f?rel卩n tΓ P-F
in Canton, the hong merChants most1y"ent bankrupt oince they had to

beaΓ such heaˇy exactions f'om the goˇ erd【lent ond exp1oitation by

凵esterners。

5△
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Tea  bec。me  LBnive|sa11y popu1ar  in  the  1720s  and  the

Euro卩ee0°  th^ir。 t 0。 r thi,′ beve卜a0e 0re臼 t1ˇ
 ih。
reased, tho EuΓ

PpeaⅡ

Eastern tΓ ading cOJpan1es 0omρ eted "1th eoch other ηn sending the1r

0̌。 so1占  to oa宀 t。n "hich "as tho oh1| ρ1臼0e t0 0bt臼 in t0臼。1 "0n0

"estern scho1ars have undertaken massiˇ
e and exce11ent Γese臼 rChes on

tho intern百 t∶ ioh。 i tea tΓ厶乙o in th。  18th ce宀 iuΓγ,2 h。
"eˇ
0Ⅱ∶ feⅡ  °f

thefn have pQid attention t0、 ho"the teQ production and trQnsPortation

"ere org亠
hized, th0 domest子 c consequences of the inteΓ nationa1 te0

1㈨ sD俪 g%h"m"Ⅱ 硎 e盹 k COIrme"a Con⑾
au XV:::e siec1e∶  1719ˉ 18弓Ξ口 ǒ1.2, p。 51’口 Paris, 1964。

2 For examp1e, "ohˉ
cheung and LoΓ n亠  "。  "ui口  The "anajement of

"ono∞
1V∶ a studˇ of the East Indies COuDanvts ConduCt of its Tea

:〓走讦|≡十罗君弘 i押 找 ⒒
)∶

找 1猡 拐 :∶∶
e卜

:∶a崴 ǐ⒈

Economic "istorv Reˇ ie", ǒ1.|8口  "o。 2, pρ。109ˉ 149; Dutchˉ
^siat∶
c

Trade1saOˉ 173o,s· 。Graˇenhage,1980;F。 j。
^。

Broeze,"et Eindo van

de "ether1andse Theehande1  oD China口   in Economischˉ En sociaa1ˉ

"istoΓ
isCh JaaΓboek, pρ 。124ˉ 177●  s|ˉ Craˇenhage, 1971. s1adkoˇ s1ii,

"istorˇ
 of Economic Re1ationo bet"een Russian and China口  Jerusa1emJ

1966; Venˉ P|ing "a0, Chinese Teas to Rmericaˉ ā sVnoosis in E。 R。 "ay

and J。κ。FaⅡbank ed,^merica’ s china Trade in"istori∞ 1PerspectiVe,

CambFidge("。 冫and 1ondon, 1986.

52

tΓade on the socia1 economy of China in the 18th centuΓ y。   了his

chapter "it1 attemρ t to ana1yse the deˇ e1°pment ρf the c° mmercia1

pΓ oductoon of tea ∶n north"est FuJ1an undeΓ  the stimu1ation of "or1d

tΓade口  the ne"syst¤ m of organizing te0production and transpoΓ tation

and its imp旧 ct on the changes in forms of soCia1 pΓ oduction. This

case study"i11 a1so sho" the natuΓ a1 economic basis of this ancient

"CentΓ a1 κingdom" 凵as being gradua11y shaken by the deve1opment of

the cOlmercia1 economy part1y because of the boom in foreign tΓ ade

and the imρ act of European colImercia1 expansion into China in the

18th century.

shoΓ t histoΓy of the FuJ:o" tea 卩rodrtton ∶dstry

The cu1tiˇation of tea in noΓ th"est FuJ1an can be tΓ aced

back at 1east to the southˉ Qi dynasty(479ˉ 502).4 By the time of the

Tang dynasty the teas pΓoduced in Fuzhou (eaρ ita1 。f the pΓ oVince

5 Robert P。  Garde11a had app卜 oached the commeΓ Cia1 production

of tea in FuJ1an high1ands, but the socia1 impacts of tea tΓ ade on

1o0a1 βociety dre凵  1ess attention of his。  R。 P。  GaΓde11a, The"in:pei

Tea Trade during the Late Ch· ienˉ 1ung and Chiaˉ Ch‘ ing Eras:Foreign

Commerce and the"idˉ Ch】 ing Fuˉ chien"igh1ands, in E。  8. VermeeΓ , ed口

DeVe1opmenr and dec1ine of Fuˉ chien PΓ oVince in the 17th and 18th

centuries' ρp。 弓17-弓 47口  Leiden, 1990: FujianIs Tea :ndustry and trade

in ChOing and Repub1ican China: the Deve1opmenta1 Consequences of a

TΓ aditiona1  CorImodity  Export口   UniveΓ sity  of  凵ashington口   1976'

unρub1i0hed。

|∷凵ang shu, the son of a chief minister in the southˉ Oi dynastˇ
'

凵8s addicted to the tea ca11ed I·
"anˉ

Ganˉ

"ou" from凵
uˉ yi mountain. Vi

Qingchen. zhuˉ cha shiaoˉ pin( "otes °n tea cooking冫 , "ritten  in the
1】 th centuΓ y. cite from Cheh Quon ed。  zhongˉ 口uo "ingˉ cha Υ0nˉ J1u

Xuan-pian(se1ections of the studi0§  on the famOus teas in China),

"efei口
1985。                 '53            ‘



1oCated on the east coast冫  and Jianzhou (in north"est fuJ1an冫  had

a1ready shared the reputati° n亻 or high qua1ity tea。 5 "o"eˇ eΓ口 unti1

the beginning of the~10th century the ,nin areas of tea production

in China "eΓ e Jiangsu and zhejiang pΓoˇinces in the Vangtye Riˇ er

basin: the output of Fujian tea at that time 凵as sti11 very 1imited.

∶n 9弓 O a。 d  "hen an independent kingdom ""in Guo" "as estab1ishod,

Fujian tea pΓ oduction began i!§ |fiΓst gΓ eat deve1o卩 ment in north"est

Fujian "ith the couΓ t enfoΓ cing wlass 1abour to oρ en uρ the rBny tea

p1antations o"ned by the goveΓ nment in the "uyi mountain aΓ ρa。
6

paΓ t1y benefitting fΓ om the courtDs tea p1antations in ithe 凵uyi

mountain area in the ""in Guo"(9弓 弓。9‘ 5冫  and south Tang(945ˉ 958冫

peΓ i°ds' the 凵uyi tea fΓ om these p1antati° ns∷
"ere se1ected to seΓ

ě

as tribute tea in the song dynasty (960ˉ 1279冫 。 As a consequence of

this, the fine qua1ity tea from noΓ th"est Fujion became 凵e11ˉ kno"n

ond popu1aΓ  in the p。 1ace and omong the geneΓa1 popu1otion。  "ost

emperors of the song dyn。 sty had a 1iking for tea "hich, in tuΓ n,

gΓeat1y stiIIu1ated the tea consumption in China。  The dgInnd of

superior tea by both pa1ace and e1ite acce1erated the techn1ques of

tea cu1tivation and Ifnnufacture口  and rnny kinds of famous teas "ere

created during the song dynasty. Th0 best "Ⅱ aX tea", uhich took the

form of comρ ressed oΓ mo1ded cakes, "as mnnufactured in the court|s

tea∷p1antati0ns in Wuyi厂 und0r the supervisioh oi a specia1

5Lu丫
u,Chaˉ Ji二gtρ -。 c|ipti。 n。 f tea冫 ,VoΙ ·?j"o· 0,凵 ri丨 tρn

。t midd1e of 8th century.Ⅱ   、                 ∵         ∶

6DuΓ
ing the spring tea haΓ ěstJ seˇ eΓ a1 thousands 1obouΓ s fΓ om

the neighbouring six counties 凵ere forced t。  rlanufactuΓ ed teas in

couΓ t:s tea p1antat1ons, the 1° ca1 pe0p1e suffeΓ ed too much from it冖

Xiong Fanr Xuonˉ he Pei· ǔan Congˉ cha∶ 1u(dρ scriP-i。n 。f∷ the tribute
tea in Xuanˉ he∷Γeig。 period of 1119ˉ 1125)口  ⅡΓitten in 1121ˉ 1125.
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cOJmis§ ioner sent by the i咿 ri白 1oa1ac0.^t that time this best too

"as Ca11ed 
·’fragon and PhoniX· s 0ake tea"(LOngofehg Tuahˉ cha冫 , Ⅱhi0h

C0st 2 tae1s of go1d for one⊥ ln(ha1f ki1o冫 。
7Besides the ihc卜 eaoing

d0mestic 0onsumption口  the soh0 courtIs po1icy Ⅱas to 山se tea in-th0

ekchange of g° 。ds, for instanq0口  it o° u1d easi1y be traded for horses

from north nOJIIadic tribes。  Bei宀g such ah importont 0omodity foΓ

bartering pu|p。 ses encouΓ aoed its deˇe1opment sti11 further. since

the north nomadic tΓ ibes had a1uays been a thΓ eat to the song dynasty

and tea Ⅱas great1y heeded by thθ m, the s° ng c°uΓ t "as ab1e to use

tea a1so 由s a defehsiˇ0 "eapon.  Tea "as a11o"ed to be used in

e火chahge for horses 。f these nOI【 ndic tribes on1y under the cohdition

that theˇ  "0u1d not inˇ ade song te卜 Γitory。  In the eaΓ 1iest yea卜 s

(1060冫  °f the"o|th song dynasty, hoΓ th"est FuJian pr° d山ced at 1east

52JO00 picu1s (1 pic01〓 155 1bs冫  
·
tea。
: Under th0 

Υuan dynaoty the

habit of tea drinking under"ent a draIIIatio change。  "ongo1s accepted

the use of 1eaf teo∶  "hich subsequent1y became accepted in the 凵h01e

∞untΓ 。̌ The ear1ier position of exquiste Cakes o卡 poⅡ 0Γ ed tea口

「  ouˉ
yang  xiou口   Gui  Iiθ n  L凵〈The  ΓecoΓd  of  卜et凵 rning

countΓyside冫 口 "Γ。te in1067。  cited fr¤ m: Chen zhugui and zhu 〓izhen,

ed, zhongˉ guo ch鱼:ye shi zhiˉ 1iao Xuanˉ ji(se1ecti° n of the historic

source of Chinese tea冫 , p。 236口  Peking, 1981。

: In the 'song dynasty Ⅱthe toa trade Ⅱas conoΓ o11od by tho
government。  Toa cou1d be sotd °n1ˇ  t。  government °冖 the sρ eCia1
merchants appointed by goˇ ernment after tea tax "as paid and t0a

trade 1icence"as obtained。  Theoretica11y, a11 the tea "hich 凵as s01d

∞u1d Ⅱ Fa∶ .1e-∴ tρ卜.:e。 -"ρ∶gⅢ。i冫。T|e tax t∞ 。f Ji"zhou and
Qianzhou of noΓ thuest Fujian uas3∶ gO0∶ⅡⅡ·1-^in tⅡe ⅡgimⅡ99f
North song period。  1 ￠icu1 。f tax tea "as about equa1 to 1弓 。5 rnΓ ket
picu1s。  Chen Quan, Chaˉ ye TOngˉ shi(Genera1 history of tea冫 , 0。 59F

p。 s0`p∶ b'J∷ Peking∶ 10B。 t    ̈     ∴



"hich "ere popu1ar1y cons-d in the Tang and song 
蜘 osties, "as

suρeΓseded by 1eaf tea。  Becouse of the natura1 fine qua1ity of

north"est Fujian tea the Vu旧 n C0urt sti11 chose "uyi to set up the

court|s tea p1antations。 了he p°pu1ar del△ and for Fujian tea stimu1ated

the ski11 of 1eaf tea J1nking。  Tea of "oΓ th"est Fujian continued to

be on important tribute to the court。 9

:n the song and Vuan dynasties the deˇ e1oρment of tea

pr°ducti° n in Fujian 1aΓ ge1y deρ ended on the courts·  d-nd and
recognition。  But in the "ing dynasty (1乙 6Jˉ 16‘‘冫 the court did not

attθch such impoΓ tan￠e to Fujian tea: it required on1V that more than

20  picu1s  "ere  to  be  presented  to  the  court  foΓ   C1eaning

purposes。  0 :n splte of the neg1ect of the "ing couΓ t the tea of

the 凵uyi region relmined very popu1ar "ith peop1e in genera1, and

priˇate tea production -eve1oped just as Γapid1y as the state:s

p1antati° ns dec1ined "ith the resu1t that most tea production "as no

1°ngFΓ under g° ěrnment contΓ o1. :n the 1ate"ing period口  ||the Γegion

of 凵uyi "as suitab1e to tea cu1tiˇ ation under natur01 conditions。

A1ong the Ⅱine uinding stΓ eam theΓ e are severa1 hundred fami1ies

"hich  cu1tiˇ
ated  tea  as  ‘1ive1ihood,  and  they yie1ded seˇ era1

thousands of picu1s of tea annua11y。  the tea"as so1deˇ eΓy"here口 and

tho name of "uyi has been "e11-kno"o inside and outside China。 "11

9 zhou 1ianggong, "in shiao Ji(Brief record of Fujian冫
, ch。 1口

tea。 "ritten in 1655ˉ 1662 and co11ected in Guˉ iin tuˉ shu Jiˉ

cheng(Co11ecti°n of ancient and contemporary tΓ eetises冫 口 ed闸 ted in

1726。

10

t卜e0s)口

11

of 17th

Tan qi0n, zhao。 1in za⋯ zhu(^ssorted coflments

ch。 2, "rote in 1650。

Xu Bo, chaˉ kao("otes on tea冫
' "rote in the

centuΓ y。                     .

in jujube

beginning years
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green t。。, b100k too∷ is a kind of fermen-ed.tea。  "hen the t0o∶ 100f

iβ piCⅡ ed fΓ°m it,βhrubs, iΙ  is exposed to the aiΓ  for∶ feΓmentotion,

Ⅱm!he!叩 f is∷Γ∞吓ed· FΓom the1” h叩nturv onuards a β。Γies1of

Ⅱmus kinds of olock teas叩 re fIn叩fa￠ tured in mrt"est"jiθ n-

叩ch∶ as,Bohea、,”ngou,souC|ong口 ”koe,岫 iCh uere∶ n gre。t-d
io日 uΓ°ρean IInrket9 】n the 18ˉ 19th centuries。  Frgm the 19th 。enturv

on"ards a semiˉ fermented tea Uuˉ 1ung begon to P1ay on importont ro1e

in the north"est Fujian teo ex卩 ort industry。

.For● i田 trod∶田 i。 t∞ fro● mrthut Fujion

Tea "as first menti9ned in "ester0 1iteΓ oture in∷  1509.1‘

:t "os said, os ear1y os 1610 that teo had been br0ught Ⅱby Dutch

ships  i口 t0 EuΓ°pe。
15 Th。
 Dutch "er。  perⅡaps the first consu【 Iers

Qf tea in Eur° pe。  :n。  1。tter fr9mt|。  17dire。 tPrs °f the VoC t°  the
g° ěrnqΓ

:目F0Fr。 1 ρf jt” e puto| East Jndies doted Jθ nuaΓv2口  |6乙7, the

1卩 tteΓ∶u。 s indic。 ted.as、 lrpoΓ !Ⅱg∴ some tea since it阳 s begiming to

1‘
In the book"a氵 igatione et Viaggi by Ciamh旧 ttista Ramsio in

ěnice t”0 0ut|°r Ⅱ。e"Ⅱ the n。me ρf te0 fΓ。m.a Per,ie0 mercⅡ ant "h°
ǐsited China 0nd 1earned the name of tea。  see, Thg【 n Thee口  p。 13,

"useum boym曰
nsˉ van beuningen Rotterdam口  1978。

∷Ⅱ15∶ :^1。Ⅱ0u1ch ship。Γ。沌Ⅱ!△ fΓ叩
"aca。

tρ the jepot in

屮甲·:t呷y be ths eaΓ 、les∷ Γeq° rd of:” e tF。 tra呷portatⅡρ by
Eu卜。ⅡⅡ氵:see:FΓ a"is vq1叩tiJP口            ,y° 、:9I
p· 19O`Dtdrecht,1?← Ⅱ。

"ˉ
s geneΓ e11y吓呻 t叫 ,tⅡ at” Ⅱe Dutch

"ere thF-f.Ⅱ
st t° taκe tFa Ⅱ叩 Jρpan。nd”Ⅱ口in1。 1ρ·s∞∶ui!1iam

"。

 Ukers, ^11 about Tea, Vo1. 1。  p,2了。 p.2β口 "e" 丫°r-, 19乙 5。      =

b。 used· ~ 。omle 泌Ⅱ 1e∶
16Th0 t卜

anspbrt白 ti0n of torls1iderabrC

quantities of tea f冖 om∶ China into EuΓope occuΓ red posoib1y in 1667

a1so by th0 0utch。  i宀  this y0ar the Gov占 rno|ˉ GenoΓ a1 。f tho Outoh

East Indies said in a geneΓ a1 wlessage dated∷ 25口  Jahua卜 氵̌ 扌:"e∶ had∶ beoh

fo卜 c0d to buy muCh tea ih Fujian 1ast ěar。  凵e Cou1d not dea1 "ith

this quantity"ithin 【ndia and haˇ e to send a 1aΓ ge paΓ t of it to the

fatheΓ 1and."17Tea凵 a0knOun t0have been bΓ °ught int0E宀 g1and ih

1664 Ⅱhen 2 10。  2oz. "as bought bˇ  the directo卜 g 。f the Comany

supp1yingⅡ
"is "ajestˇ

 at a cost of 4 ρouhdo and 5 shi11inoo。  In 1666

22 1b。 12 o立 . of:tea "as b0ught again foΓ  560o0hds and 170hi11ihgs。

Thi-tea Presunab1y oaf【 le from"011and.1:"oueverJ unti1the end of

the 17th cehtvΓ y tea 1mportation intd Euoope "as sti11 on a smn11

§ca1e。  About 20.000 1b。  0f toa a yea| on aˇ erage 凵as being brought

into Eng1and in the 1ast deCade of that Ceht0ry.19 :n 1690。 1718 tho

10G。 sch1ege1,First Introduction of Tea into Ⅱ011and口 in

L四皿卫迥 J1900,Vo1.1口 pp。 4sBˉ 4s9∶ F.J。
^。

Broe卩 e口 Het Einde van de

"eder1ands0Theehande1 op china口
 in Economischˉ En sociaa1ˉ HistoΓ isch

Jaarboek by de ěreniging het "eder1ansch Econ¤ mischˉ
"istorisch

^rchief, p。
127, ·sˉ GraVenhage, 1971。

17 De JongeJ Opkomst ǎn het "eder1andsch Gezeg in Oost-Indie,

Vo1.6口  p。 1o7, ·sˉ CraV0nhage口  186?ˉ 19Q9.

18 H。
:。  "。Γse口

oxfoΓ d口  1926。

East India C to ChinaJ Vo1.1J p。 9,Tradi

19 In 1690口
 1691J 1697' 1699, the impoΓ ts of tea into Eng1and

ueΓe respectiVe1∴ y邓口阝叩 ·12J?zB口 叩 21卩nd1阝 口OB21b:丫 ·
"·

chaudhu广 i,

The TΓ adin¤ Wo卜 1d0f Asia and th0Eng1ish East:ndia COmpanv■ 16sOˉ

1760` ApρendiX 5J Tab1e C。 19, p。 538: G。  F。  "udson' EuΓ ope & China口

A suΓ Vey °f theiΓ  Re1ations FΓom the eaΓ 1iest 
、
times to 1800口  p.260'

London, 1951。



oˇ0rage munt ρf te臼 brought∷ 。mua11yt0B。 taˇ ia by f° urteen Chinese
j凵nks suffic。 d on1V for one DutCh tea ship bound for "° 11and.20 :n

1715 the Direct° rs of ǑC ordered on1y ‘0ˉ 70 thousands of Dutch

pouus of te。 fΓom the Dut0hE。 st:ndies。 ?1

∷  The spreod of the te。 d̄rinking habit in Europe during the

ear1V Ve● rs Qf the 18th 0entury "。 s an astρ nishing1y Γ。pid pΓocess

in the assimi1臼tim0f。 ne"economic product。 FoΓ peo01e of1ouer
inc¤ mes teo "as oρ ρea1ing os a boˇ eroge for its 】nstrinsic taste。  Bv
1740 tea hod taken the p1a。 e∷ of coffee 0nd choco1ote in Eng1andJ the

1argost r。 gi°n of tea consumρ tion in Europe。 2口  :ts popu1ority gre"

quick1y, 。nd tⅡe increased consumpti° na1so brought do"n the pΓ ice。

^ cⅡ
enρ ǒriety c。u1d be bOught for fiˇe shi11ings a pound口  a1th° ugh

eˇen tⅡ is "as sti11 ratheΓ  expensiˇ e f° r the p° or peop1e "ho earned

乙̄‘ pence a day。 2‘  Th。  c。mpetition among the European East :ndies

CO△panies in the tea trode"as a1so the JIlain Γeason for the reduction

of tea prices in European mθ rkets。  Frgm 1720ˉ 30s on"ords c° mmeΓ ci。 1

vesse1s uere sent one ofto卜 amther from"o11and∶ Eng1and口 Fran∞口
ootende口  0enm臼卜k, s"eden to FⅡ ina t° shore in the great 0rofito t°
be ma-e frQm the tea tr。 de。  "ith the cha0ter for eastern tΓ ade issued

20c。
J.^。 J。 rg,p。 rce1。 i宀 由n-the Dutch C“ ∶n。 Trade,p。 2o,th0

"oge, 1982。

"κ rist。 fG1amann口
"tchˉ ^siatic丁

rade.1620ˉ 1720∶ o。 22o口 Dsˉ

Graˇenhage, 1980。

⒛
G。

^?蚰
Ⅱ rook口 。nj"sh1ife in the Eight宝 e宀⊥ho土 tury口 p。 z,7J

L°~∞ j19s5.

?3sambr°。k口 p。 219。
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by Chor1es V:,the Ostende Compony"os set uρ  in17?口。On their Chim

trade, the Ostmde Com口onV mde o ρrofit 0f 1‘ C%, most frgm its tea

trode。  
‘
 Consηder1ng the Ostende Cmmy 。s a strong cm,etitor ηn

Chino trode, `the Dutch ond Eng1ish Cg刚 binod to f♀ rce :t  into

d讠 sso1utim in1乃 29e∞m丽ca凵 Ⅱrticu1ar1Vu1iti“ 1mms。乃

"o"eˇ
er, the Ost● nde Com卩 o冂y|s"ithdra"o1 frgm the tea trade d讠 d not

stop the Competetion bec0use more ěsse1s "er●  sent from other

Euro卩ean countr:es to Chino。

up to the1TsQs the"tch kφ t Ⅱead in thiβ  cmpetiti∞ 。

un1ike。 ther Euroρeon com口 Qnies"hich sent ships direct1y frm Euro卩 o

to purChose teo in Chim, the Dutch bougⅡ t △Dst °f their teo fr¤m

Chinese Junks in Bataˇ io, or s● nt ěsso1s fΓ om "o11ond to Batovio,

then from BataVia to Cantm for山rchasing tea口 before1乃 7。
乙

^fter 1757, in ConsideΓ
otion of teo qua1ity and o highˉ speθd suρρ1y

for Euroρ eon m臼rkets, th●  Dutch r● stored the dir0ct tΓ ade bet"een

"o11and ond China"hich th●
V had tended to neg1ect before。  :n1758ˉ 6‘

t"entv。 one ěsse1s "ere sent frg△  "o11and to Chino, and more thon

25,000p1cu1s of tea"ere shipρ ed to EurOpeon Jnrkets。  up to the 1。gt

24【
。 Degrijse, D● 0ostendse Chinohonde1. 1718。 17:5, in sDieje1

"iotorioe1, 
ǒ1。 8, 197:J "o。 12口  ρρ。6zB。 sBJ。

25under the diρ 10matic pressores of the goVernments of Eng1and,

"ether1ando, FΓ
onCe ond Pr凵 ss1o Char1esˇ : susρended the the chorter

of the Ostende Cmpanγ for seˇ en yeors in 1727。  :n 1732 this Com卩 ony

"os giˇ
en up "ith 。ne of the'oonditions on "hich Eng1and and the

"ether1ands agreed to oCCept t”
e succession of Cho,1es·  d°ughter。

Jorg, ρ。21。

26 :n1728ˉ
I7‘乙there"ere nineˇ esse1s dispatched direct1y fr¤m

"o11and to Canton。
 κristof C1om臼 nn口 Dutch ^siatic 了rode: 1620ˉ 1za0,

p.46。



decade°Ⅱth⒐ 1βth cent凵 ry。 bout∶阝0Ⅱ0`Ⅱ housand∶ ρicu1,∶ of tea” re

shipρθo o。。ua11v fΓom Cant°n 0V -he 9u!ch,   t    i   ,

Tea transpoFtati m f卩 m Canton∴ by“e Dutch h1乃 ⒈⑺

'了
∷∶ ∶   (in picu1s 1手 1阝5j乙  1b

yeors 臼nnua1 in aVerage toto1 of∷ yeQ卜s

1751ˉ 1760∶

1zs卜 1口乃

1776。 1785。

1786ˉ 1邴

2‘ ,205

28j6弓9

36,‘‘o

27口 9a9

2‘2,050

‘29,595

2,5∶ 078

279,292

|}

|l

|‖

i{

}、

29,JOΞ        
‘
     tota1   1j206口 o15

。 :n 日i782。 84 nonˉ OutCh ěsse1s· to China。

The Br1tish "ere the greatest tea oonsumers in Euroρ e亻 r¤m
the beglnning of the 18th Gentury on"ardo、  "o"ever unti1 the5os th0

Eng1ish sti11 shipped 1ess teo frgm China to Europe than the Dutch。

"igher i叩
rt dutieo on tea in BΓ

itoin rρ su1ted in ruch higher pri∞ s

t°

丿
rⅡ ish c°n叩贮泌′th叩 Ⅱ Ⅱ∞e ih c” tine刂 0!∷ 叩mtrieo。

TheΓef°Γe, the F。ntinenta1 comanies口  suFh 卩s th° se 。f the Dutch,
D卩nish, 。nd s"ed,shJ Ⅱanspor:ed Ⅱa tr叩 cⅡ imˉ。nd· s刚叨!ed

27T“enmer。 f ships bet"ee宀 1乃Ⅱ17乃 is frgm zh“ ng cu。 tuJ
sh卜 ba shiˉ Ji zhong。 he"aiˉ shang chaˉ ě Haoˇ i(Dutch teo trade in
18th century冫 , ih "aiojioo shi ǎn。 Jiu(stud∶ es on !he hist° rv of
,,taritiⅡ  c⑾mη ica:i∞ )口 1”2,Ho.1,p。叨,Quanzh“。Those of1″ 6ˉ
1/95, see, Broeze, p。 172。                           ~     '
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“

∞ nθ id● rab1e quantities of that∷ 讠nto Britoin。 叩 ∷FΓom the oOs

on"ords the Eng1ish becameⅡ the greatest tea purChasers in Conton,∷ but

unti1 the passage 0f the Co-tat·ion ^ct of 1/Bl the continenta1

countries sti11 imported more t0o;f冖 m Chino than the British。

Eng1ish and continenta1 te¤  onnua1 imports

frg△ China 1756。 181乙  (in picu1s冫
2°

1i丐 6。 1/B0

1785。 1813

Eng1ish imports  ‘5,609

Eng1ish :mports 17‘ ,247

Continenta1 imports 82J219

Continenta1 iηports Ξ2,乙82

It has been said th0t the quantity of tea smugg1ed by the Continenta1

countries into Britain"as臼 b0ut 7,500,000 1bs∷ annua11y for the yeors

immediate1y preceding  1784,Ξ 0 "hich  "as more than the British

officia11y imported fr¤ m China口   or more than ha1f of "hat the

continenta1 countries puΓ chased in China. The Commutation^Ct pθ ssed

in 178‘ great1y reduced tea duty frgm °̌er 100% to 12.5% and 1od to

a 1o"ering of the 1eg臼 1 toa· s price in Britain∶  this口  in turn,

e1imin臼 ted m0st of the tea smugg1ing. "oreoˇ eΓ this ^ct enab1ed the

E:C to seCure a monopo1y of tea imports。  sinoe then the Eng1ish

d¤minated  the  tea  trade  in  Canton,  EIC  transported  about

28

^bout the detai1s of tea smugg1ing into Britain, see: Hohˉ
0nd LoΓ na∷

"? "ui口

 smug口 1ing and the British Tea Trade before

29 Lous Dermigny口
 Vo1.2口  p。 5‘ 2, Paris口  19s0。

"ohˉ

Cheung ond Lorna "。  "ui, ibid, p。 ‘4。



1,28‘ ,000,000 1bs。 of too fr¤ m Conton to Brito讠 n in 1785ˉ 1BB3。

:mport of Conton Teo bv the EⅡ C into BΓ itain

(1780ˉ 1833冫
31

vears

1/BOˉ B0

1TB5。 B9

1T,0ˉ %

1” 5ˉ99

1800。 0‘

1BO9O9

1810ˉ 1‘

1815。 19

1820ˉ 2‘

1Bz5。 a9

18Ξ0ˉΞ弓

a-o1 aver臼 ge

(in picu1s)

55j590

1乙8I‘ 17

156,‘ 13

152口 zt2

221jO27

167口 ss9

2‘‘口‘4‘

222口 ¤01

215j811

2‘‘,zO‘ ,

235Ⅱ 8‘o

index "ith

1⒎80ˉ 8‘〓100

100.0

249。 o

2‘ 5.‘

27Ξ。9

弓97。‘

301.6

‘乙9。 7

339.9

弓88|2

4‘0.2

‘2‘。2

t0t01 9,658,410

The Russians consumed tea os the nationo1 beˇeΓage on1y at

the end of 18th CentuΓ y口  o1though teo in sm11 quantities enteΓ ed

Russi臼 thΓ oughout that centuΓ y。  Bet"een 17s2 and 1785 4,‘ 01 Picu1s

of brick teo and3,乙 8乙 picu1s of 1eaf tea "ere purchased onnua11y in

彐1v。
n⒎hongping口 ed,zh蕊g。 gu。 Jin。山 i Jing。 ji shi Tmgˉ ji zhiˉ

1iao Xuanˉ¤i(se1ecti0n of econOBnica1 stotistiCsˇ of modeΓ n Chinese

hist0ry), p。 15口  Peking, 1955.

“

\\

\
\     ^.′
\、             

·

\

掀 曲 h卢2\∷ 侧 △“ OR⒗ gJs¤ ¨ s曲 ∞咱hH酞 。hta

a1most doub1ed口 ∷
'eoching 58,/s9 picu1s。

   ∴

Rverage annua1|i巾 rt of tea from China i宀 t。 Russia“

∷(in pi0u1s〉★

year

tota1   85,069

★Russia poods a卜 e Conˇ eΓ ted into picu1s at 3.69 poods〓 1 picu1

The fi冖 st ^meΓ ican∶ shiρ  to reach Canton on 28 ^u0ust口 1784口

carΓying 3,000 pi0u1o of t0a back to "e" VoΓ k口  "as the beginning of

the pΓ oCess of creatihg the second 1aΓ gest Chinese tea t卜 anspoΓ ter

since the end of 18th centuΓ y。  In 1800 18 American ships "ent to

Canton口  and purchased ‘2口 594 picu1s of tea。  Up to 18弓 7 tea eXpoΓ ts

fΓ oln Canton t0the united∶ states increased to12‘ ,67乙 0icu1s.乙
‘

Besides the Eng1ish and ^me卜 icans otheΓ  European countries, suCh 0s

52 c1iff。
rd "。  FOust, "uscovite and "andarin: Russia· s TΓ ade

"ith China and :ts setting. 1727ˉ
1805, p。 358, University of "orth

Caro1ina Pr0ss口  1969.

53 "。
  :。  s1adkovskii, "istorˇ of EconomiC Re1ations bet"een

Russia and China∶  p∶ 63, Jerusatom; 1966。      ∷

54Υ
enˉ p· ing Hao,Chi宀 o。 e ioas t。

^宀

芯ri。 aˉ ā svnoDsis口 in Ernest

R。 "ay and John κ. Fairbank eds, ^r【 leΓ∶ca· s China Trade in "istorica1

r￡￡主四E￡⊥王±￡, pp.15ˉ 16, "oΓ ǎΓd, 1986。                    ∶

1802=I810

1811ˉ 1820

1821ˉ 1830

20,383

25J985

乙8J701
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the Dutch,s呷 d sh· Da雨 sh,Purian∶ ond even∶ the Ita1i/ns,、 %ntinued
to send ships to Canton for teo o。 casi°n白 11V fΓ om亻the∷beginning of

the19th cFnttJr丫 口but the quantity of tea they ex吖 ted uas fI△ Jch1ess
than that of the English and^meric。 ns.∷ It "as estiIInted that abo凵 t

弓50JO00 picu1s of tea "as exported fr° m ChinaⅡ annua11y in the second

ha1f of the 1830s。 3’ At an aˇ eFage price of 25 tae1s °f si1ˇer foF

each picu1J tⅡ e annua1 tea exports from China 凵ere "orth∷ .8,750口 000

tae1s口 uhich"as∷ 。bout China· st° ta1eXport incofIe。 千6

Tea  "as  a1so  the  most  impoΓ tant  eXpoΓ t·  purchased  by
凵esterners in Chinese rlarkets. :n 1729ˉ 179乙  tea comρ rised 70%。 f the

Dutch East :ndies Company· s purChases in China。 57 :n 1792~1809

26.2%口  in 181‘ 1̄828 25。 1%∶ of the net pr。 f∶ ts 。f E:C came on1y fr。 m

the tea tΓ ade in Cant° n。
3:

Ⅱn the 1ost years of the E1o卩 s monoρo1y the reˇenue that tea

bΓought to British ExchequeΓ aveΓ aged∷ε弓口乙00口 000peΓ 。nnum, about 10%

of thg tot。 1 Γevenue °f Eng1and pnd the∴
"ho1e pΓ

ofi、t of E:C。
39

卩:丫ao Xi0ρ gaρ ed· ,zhongˉ guo Jinˉ dai Dui-"ai"aooˇ i shi zhiˉ
坤 吁 型 Ⅲ 鄄 ⅡuΓqes“ the oist∶γ 吖 ∷fρΓei叩 tr9de J modern
China口  1840ˉ 1895冫 , Vo1.1口  p.258, PekingJ 1962。

36 ibid。

歹
c.J.^。 J。ΓgJ m。 21⒎ 2⒛∶

No。 1口  p.94。
^ppendix 8: zhuang Guotuj  ibid∶

38"。
“~che山 ng厶 nd"u1· ,ihe ia宀 。」ement。 f HOnODo1v:a study of

the East:ndia Corrpanˇ Is ConduCt of Rs Tea Trade■ 1784ˉ 1833`p./B口

凵9iyρ ,si-y of BΓ itish C° 1umbia Press, 198|.

39

1800-42' "ichae1 Greenberg, BΓ
iti‘ h 1rade and∶ the∷ ODeninq of China

p。 3, Cambridge UniveΓ sity Press口  1951。

66

1808。

^c{cbFdi∶

ng .to the ∷estirntion by Garde11a'  FuJ1on· s tea

cOmprised乙 5-aQ%。 f the"ho1e quantity of the Chinese teas expoΓ ted

to Eng1and in lz40ˉ 1802 and 69· 7乙 % in∷ 1802J1834j∷  on th0 terms that

neitheΓ  Congou°△souchong "eΓ e eXported irl∶ singnificant quantities

by other prov1nces| and.that thΓ oughout this∷ peΓ iod FuJ1an∶ pΓoduced

t"o。 thiΓds of∷ ∷Bohea ∷tea expoΓ tedJ the other third being∷ ··C白htoh

Bohea” ∶|ρ 0。nsidering.that ”Canton BOhea"j"asˉ produced in

significant quantities on1y since 19th century∶  the proportion of

FuJlan tea expoΓ ted"ou1d∷ be higher than∷ the estirIatioh of∷ Garde11a。

∷    0rgani⒎ ing teo ¨ ti°o Ju trodb in∵
"orthoest F山

j￡ om

^s menti°
ned aboˇ e noΓ th凵est FuJ1an pFoduced a1most ha1f of

ChinaIs teo eXports. In the 18th 0entury"hen tea became the 1aΓ gest

of the1oca1products,41no otheΓ c。mercia1agΓ icu1tur由 1region§

in China cou1d comare Ⅱith noΓ th"est  FuJ1an:s high 、1eˇe1  of

commercia1ized produCtion。  :t "as an 。Γea "heΓ e tea cu1tiˇ ation∷ and

manufacture "eΓ e a1most orient0d∵  to "0r1d IIaΓ kets∶   凵ith0ut on

effectiˇe net"oΓ坏 of tea pr°duct∶ on and transportationj the deImnd

of internationa1 rIaΓ kets "ou1d not be satisfied。 CommeΓ Cia1 capita1s

fΓ om outside tota11y'dominated the tea productionJ techniCians of tea

IInking and the 1abours of tea production main1y and seasona11y came

40R。
。∶rt0o山 11aΓo。 11a∶ F1ji∶∷Is∶ Te。 :亠

j1stΓ y and∶ Tr查de∵宀

Traditiona1聋呷坚丛扛臼呷⊥口pp.19’ :1Ⅱ口” irrsi丨
y∴ of ueshⅡ gtonΙ

19Ⅱ∶,u0pu0lⅡ h叫 凵
"tρ

Γa1disseΓ tati"r 1∷     i `∷

41zh0ng∶ Ch∞shi edj Gazetteer of0hongan Countˇ 口th。 1口 o∵3'

“
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from ne∶ghbour∶ ng regioos, the∷ re1ation bet"een¤ mρ 1

"os a1most free。
   ∷

0冫 tea cu1tivQtion and manufactuΓ e。

The Γe1ations of tea production in northⅡ e矽t FuJlan Ⅱas mope

cgmp1icoted than that of other Γegions in China。  The tea of north"est

FuJ1an "os pr。duced in ● narro" mountainous area 凵ith 1ess coρ 1ta1

and1obour eveΓ  since the incΓ easing derm?d for great quantities for

the"or1d,Inrket started in the18th century。  Those"ho"ere inˇ o1ˇed

in tea ρroduction c° u1d be diˇ ided into categories8ccording to their

ro1es in pΓ °duction as fo11o"s。                  `

"shonˉ zhu" or mounto"ne卩 s。 These mounto"ners possessed 1and

for tea cu1tiˇ ation。  :n noΓ th"est FuJ1an there "ere t"o kinds of

mounto"ners re1ated to tea production, one inˇ o1ˇed persona11y in tea

ρroduction and others "ho 1eased theiΓ  1and ond on1y earnod the Γent

from it。  :t "as inteΓ esting that some mouhto"ners "ere’ monθstoΓ ies

"ho o"ned a 1arge paΓ
tJ Or a1Jlost ha1f of the tea ρ1antati0ns ih the

"uyi aΓ
ea。  "ost of these origina11y came fΓ of【【 C0asta1 Fujian, and

they∷ sti11.hired techniciaHs annua11y fΓ om Qu臼 nzh0u in coasta1 Fujian

and 1abourers from Jiangxi∷ 口 t̄he ne1ghbouΓ ing pΓ oˇ ince。  2 BeCause

‘2Jiang "en口
 "uˉ ǐ 凵oˉ shu(occati。 na1 cOJ【ments on凵 uyi冫 口 in Υunˉ

Liao shanˉ ren"enˉ Chao( Literatura1 co11ection of 丫unˉ 1iao rec1use)J

ch。‘口 p。 27, 1851, FujiahJ Dong Tianshan, "uˇ i zhi(Gazetteer of凵 uyi冫 口
ch。 22, 1760s。

"hen R。
 F0rtuneˇ isitθ d"uyi mountain ih1848, h0"oo t。 1d th0re"eΓe

noar1y o thousand tθ mp1es ih "山yi. 
∶
凵heh he ǐ。 ited severa1 temp1es

he got impression that the g° °d priests seemed t0paˇ more attention

to the cu1tiˇ ation and I,|anufactuΓ e of tea than to the Γites of theiΓ

pecu1ˉ ar faith. see: Rρ bert Fortune■  ^~Journeˇ  to the Tea CountΓ ies口

p.225口  pp。 2乙 1ˉ 232, London, 1852。                                ∷

sB

t№ 1oca10、ρue∴e"mt ski11f叭 in Ⅱa ou1tiˇation,“ mⅡ
native mounto"neΓ s 1et out thei卜  1ands for rent. "hen the Congan

County, the most impoΓ tant tea County in north"eot Fujia口 , "as in

gΓeat demand by "oΓ 1d llarkets foΓ  tea in the Jiaqing period(1796ˉ

1820),  "the tea meΓ chants brought capit臼 1  and Came to Congan

eontinu°us1y, but the natives did not increase their o"n "ea1th, as

those"ho"orked oΓ  managed the stoΓ es came fΓ oI△ e1se"here。 The 1oca1

peop1e of Congan mere1y obtained subˉ s占 i1rent。泸
4

shanˉ hu or tenant faΓ mers。  Tenant farmers "ere those "ho bΓ ought

capita1 to 1、 ease the "i1d 1and at a 1o"eΓ  Γent from mounto"ners and

recΓ uit 1abouΓ ers in tea cu1tivation and pΓ e1imin0ry mlanufacture,

most of thefn cafIle fr¤ m e1seuhere。  Because they bui1t shacks for the

1abouΓ s they recruited, they "eΓ e a1so ca11ed Liaoˉ zhu or shack

o"neΓ s in sOJne p1aces。  In Jianyang county口  an0theΓ  important tea

pΓoducing county in north"est Fujian," tea "as cu1tivated on 80ˉ 90%

of mountains, on "hich the shacks stood so c1ose1y together theV

1ooked 1ike tΓ ees in a forest。
"‘

5 "any ten。
nt faΓmers came from

JiangX∶ 。
46 The fo11o"ing c。

se sho"s c1eaΓ 1y ho凵  suCh tenant faΓ mers

"orked in tea 
ρroducti°n。  :n 1762 a fIIan from Jiangxi came tO Guangze

County in noΓ th"est Fujian and Γented 1and foΓ tea cu1tiˇ ation and

4乙
 Van Baodi, "inˉ qiao Vouˉ xuan Lu(RecoΓ d of FuJ1an mountains冫 ,

in 1869。

44 zhang ChaoshiJ p。
4。

45L。
Υing之 hen' Jianˉ Vang Xianˉ zhi(Gazeteer of Jianyang County冫 ,

ch.2口  the customs口  1929。

46 Chen shaozhang, 
凵on shu Lu(^sking for customs)口  ch。 1J p。 1,

1834。



mshufact1r。 f卜。ma滴山nt° uner ca11。o1iang0heng白 i。 Tho爿 /⒈e"iΓ ed the
natives ca11ed Den shizi口 zhou Laoor and otho|st♂

Jst。
rt his tea

01antatioh。  The payment foΓ  eaoh emp1oˇ ee fΓomiApri1to ju1y"as four

tae1§ of si1ver indudihg f° od and′ odoi沌 :47  ￠

Chah0ˉ hu °r faCt0ry housoh。 1ds。  tea factoΓ  ̌househ°1ds Ⅱas

the naI【le¤ iˇeh to tea rIan己 factur0广 s口  a0tuo11y, th0y functi。 hed a1most

the same as tenant faΓ mers. "。 st of theIn rented 1ond from mountoⅡ hers

for tea processing and a1so fo卜  c1ttiˇation口  so as 凵hat Jiang heng∶

said in ea卜 1y 19th cehtury, "Those Chongˉ hu Γehted 1。 nd to p1ant tea,

they inˇ estod their caojta1口 .。 。。
=th0s0 factoΓ

ies extended eˇ en into

the 0orners of remote va11eˇ s."4:

Peng=min 。r changˉ min "ere the shaok peop1e or factorˇ

1aboureΓ s。  ihe name "shack peop1e" originated os e占 r1y as the Tang

dynasty (618ˉ 907冫 ,-9 re1ated origina11y to ǎgrants Ⅱho t卜 av011ed

from th0ir hometOuns口 because those peoo1e most1y bui1t shacks in the

mountains to 1iˇ e in, they 凵ere a1so ca11ed shack peoρ1e. :n tea

producing areas in north凵 est Fujion numeΓ ous shack peop1e or f由 ctory

1aboureΓ s from the Jiangxi, Guangd° ng proVinces and the Tingzhou

PΓ efectuΓ e in Fujian Ⅱere recFuited and hired by tenant fameΓ s or

‘7The IIlemori a1 presonted by shu "ede口
 the卩 inister of Justice口

in 1763口   in Qian1ong Xihgˉ ke Tiˉ ben(Co11ection 。f memoria1s of
justice in Qian1ong ΓeignpeΓ iod), preseΓ ěd in China’ s First^Γ chiˇes
1n Peking。

‘8 Jiang "eng口
 J∶ nˉ kai Chaˉ shan Υi( Comments on the prohibition

of opening up rIlOuntains foΓ  tea cu1tivation), in Vunˉ 1iao shanˉ Γen

凵enˉ Chao口  ch。 2' p。 21。

49 Fu丫
i1ing口 "1ngˉ Qing sheˉ hui Jingˉ ji shi 1unˉ凵en Ji(Treatises

on the socia1 history of "ing and Oing peΓ iod冫口 p。 147, Peking口  19B2。

{
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faCtoΓy Ⅱouseho1ds to open up tea p1antatiom∷  and set up tea

f8CtoΓ ies。  :n the tea harˇest seasons moΓ e 1abouΓ ers 凵eΓe Γecruited

foΓ 1eaf pⅡⅡing口 ond pre1i叩 in。 ry t叩 呷king∶ n!hese fact° Γi es。

AΓ ound tⅡρ 1829ˉ乙0s in Ouni口 g c。 unty, a importa口 - tea pΓ oducing area

in noΓ th凵est Fujia。 J "there are at 1east one thousand tea f。 ￠tories

and p1antations口  eoch of theln hiΓ ed from o fe凵 d0〓en f0r the sIIIa11

factory, t°  0 hundred omp1oyeos foΓ  the 1arge one。  ThQusands of

fa。 tories θmρ 1oyed tens 0f th° 凵sand§  of 1abourers口  odditiona11y, the

trav。 11ing merchants and porters c0me continuous1y and packed the

roads: there "ere ofte。  as IIBny as seˇ eΓ a1 thousonds。 ”5ρ  Because
Congan county ha-more tea p1antatio口 s than Ouning口  seˇ era1 hundreds

°f tⅡ°usands of 1aboureΓ s sudden1y arriˇ ed there from JiangXi during

the tea season。 "51

Loca1 tρ a p1anters。  L°ca1 tea p1anters "ere s△ la11 farmers

"ho Cu1tiˇ
ated te。  foΓ

. theiΓ  1ive1ihood。  They depended rnin1y °n

fa叩 i1y 1abourers eˇen during the t0a season. Fe" of thefn 凵ere ab1e

t° deˇ e1oρ as great pΓ oducers° f teaJ or te。 dea1eΓ s, since they凵 ere

t00 f臼 r rem0ved from the net"ork of great cu1tiˇators and deo1ers.

"°"everJ there "ere a fe" exceρ
tions in the midd1e of the 18th

century。  One tea ρ1anter, "r。  Xiao, created the tea ca11ed· |ρ ekoe of

Jiahyang", "hich "as poρ u1aΓ 1y accepted in the mnΓ ket of Canton。  "e

transacted his o"n tea business on a 1arge sca1e, and peΓ sona11y sent

tea to Canton。 52

50 Jiang "en, p。
21-22。

51Cheng shaozh占
ng口 uen-shu Lu,Jianyang tea mOuntains,ch。 1。

52  Lin  Jintuan口
  Jianvang  Baiˉ cha  κao("otes  on  Pekoe  of

Jianyang冫口 in Fujian Chaˉ ě( Journa1 of Tea in FuJia冂 ), p。 40ˉ‘2J

"o。

3J 1990。



The reasons that great numbeΓ s of extΓa hands had to be

hired uere deCided by the paΓ ticu1arity of tea prodhct讠 on and a1so

t泓 re1ations of production。 Te芑 汾 d眈 t讠 on is very seasonab1e,after

it is p1antθ d the tea shΓ ub neods ◆eΓy 1itt1e caΓ e。 "hen the shrub

is three or four years o1dJ the 1eaves can be p∶ ckod three or fouΓ

times annua11y。  The first picking takes p1ace usua11y in mid-spΓ ing,

afteΓ  t"o oΓ  three 凵eeks, the second picking starts口  then the third

and sometimes the fourth。  ^11 th0se pickings shou1d be finished by

70。 80 days before autumn cOImences。  Once the fresh 1eaVes have been

picked off they ohou1d bo cured by heating (under the sun to feΓ I【lent,

if it is for b1ack tea), roasting and ro11ing。  Leaf curing usua11y

takes p1ace on the night of the same day。  The qua1ity of'tea ǎΓ ies

aCCoΓ ding to "hetheΓ  the picking and curing are comρ 1eted in tirle.

The best tea cOJnes fΓ oln the first picking of the 1eaf as 1ong as it

is cured on time。  TheΓ efoΓ e the "oΓ k in the tea season "as IIuCh

hardeΓ  than norma1 foΓ  the tenant fameΓ s oΓ  foctory househo1ds口  even

"hen they hired extra hands。
 The other Γeason is re1ated to the

Γe1ation of the pΓ oduction。 Because tea prices "e卜 e decid0d by g0od

picking and cuΓ ;ng me:h°ds` and the 1oca1 regions "ere spaΓ se1y

popu1ated and did not have eXtΓa 1abo凵 rt the tenant farmerρ  or

factory househo1ds caI【 le from otheΓ  areas and ρreferΓ ed to hire thoso

they kne" "e11 fΓ om their o凵n hOlnetO凵ns。  "any IIlounto"neΓ s 凵h0 凵ere

inVo1ved Ⅱrsona11y in tea production口 and tenant faΓ rleΓ s as ue11as

the technicians口  origina11y C芑me from south Fujian,53 they sent

1abour contΓ actors, Ⅱho 凵eΓ e 0rigina11y the descendents of south

Fujianese and cou1d therefoΓ e speak the south Fujianese dia1ect口  to

53 1n "ing and beginning of Oing period, mlany tenant farmeΓ s

frOIn JiangXi  to north"est Fujian 凵ere the descendents of south

Fujianese岫 o escaped frOJn Fujian to sett1e do"n in noΓ th∞st

JiangXi' the neighbouring province of Fujian.

乃

thoir hometo"ns in Jiongxi to recruit 1abourers, the Povment "as

giˇ●n to the 1obourer in odvance for the dbi1V exρ enditure of his

fomi1v。 These contractors 凵ere a1so opρ 。int●d to m臼 nage the offairs

of the 1obouΓ ers theV recruited。 ∴Hhen the tea season onded, the

1obourers "ere giˇen the outstanding money o"ing t°  thom,  and

returned JiangXi。  
‘
 The recru】 tment of extr8 hands from Jiongx| to

the teo producing oroa in noFth"est Fujion continued from the 18th

centurv t°  the fiΓst ha1f of the 20th centuΓ y。 F5

Therefore the teo cu1tiˇ8tion and pre1iminary m旧 nufaCture in

north"est FuJian "ere genera11y °rgani乙 ed iⅡ n the fo11o"ing form∶

Peop1e fΓ¤m other areos brought caρ ita1 to north"est FuJ1an t。  rent

1a冂d fΓoUn the 1oca1 mounto"ners ond so becaI,Ie tenant faΓ mers oΓ

factorv househo1ds。   They冖  and some  1oca1  wl-to"ners "ho "ere

diΓect1v inˇo1ˇed in teo prodhction rBde use of the shack peop1o for

opening up tea p1antations and fact° ries as "e11 as teo picking ahd

cuΓ ing。  They a1so sent 1abour controctors to theiΓ  hmleto"ns to

recruit 1abourers uhen the tea season arrivod。  了he tenant∷  farmers

"ere re1oted to the mounto"ners mere1y because of Pθ
ying rent for the

1and口  the re1otion bet"een tenant farmers and sha0k peop1e. mme1y

¤mρ 1oyeF ood gmρ 1oyee, "as on1yc。 ncerned"ith the c臼 sh paVment。  "ore

0r 1Oss 臼11 0f th¤m "ere re1ated to each other through their south

Fujian origins。  This re1ation "as ěry significant considering that

the south FuJian merchants dominated the export trade of teo fΓ om

north"est Fujian。

5|ch。
宀 oua^,ed,zh占 宀」 ḡu。

"in乙

-cha丫 anˉ jiu(studi。 s On the

famous kinds of teas冫 J P。 31口  ^nhui口  1985: T臼 ng丫 ongji and"ei Deduan口

Fuˉ jian zhi-cha(Tea ρf Fujian冫 口 Vo1:1口  p。 71, Fujian, 1941。

55 Lin Fuquan, "uyi Cha sheng。 chan "e 丫unˉ Xiao(The production

and trade of 凵uγ i tea冫 口 p。 13口  p。‘1. Vongan口  19‘ 3。
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∶  ∴ ∶·∶b冫 ∷The∴ te。 trodj¨ net"ork刂 n∶northuest Fujian: ∷1∴Ⅱ ∶  ∷ )
∶      Like∷ the0rgoh】 立oti0n of teo prodhCtion,∴ at。o toode nel"° rk

Ⅱ臼s‘ Ⅱet1 i∷ mp1omented at the differ● nt 1oˇe1scofitoo.t、Γansρortation.

∷    ∷∶Cha。 huan,  oΓ   teo  pedd1臼rsJ  usua1ty  traˇ e11ed  to  the

count卩 Vside厂 to∶  Co11eCt` ∶
"ao。

ch¤j  the ∷teo ·JnNfactured  tσ  △ts

pre1imin臼 ry stages, ond so1d them∵ to teo dea10ro or Choˉ 〓hu旧ng, the

teo stores。  "hen the te臼  se0s0n begonr.numer。 uo to0 podd1ars "er0

spread over a1most eˇery corne卜 0f thio oreo, they o1so0o11eCted the

fΓesh 1eaves fr¤ m ∴tho 1ocθ 1· p1a"ters{to de1iˇ or to th0 1oc臼 1 tea

fo0torV foF pretiminary procossing。  sgm of thgo uere not independent

but served=as gmp1oyees of  th0 tea stoFes。          ∷     ∷   ^

∶Chaˉ :huang or teo stores, ond Choˉ shang °r teo deo1ers。  Th0

te臼:st0res "erθ  usua11y set uρ in the teo distΓ ibuting∷ centres such

as Xingcu△ Xiamei in GOngan ond"ekOu("okOH冫 in Ji0ngXi。 ss These

tea stores functioned not on1v as "ho1esa1ers口  but a1so in refined

making。 The"ao· Ch臼 (Crude tea冫 0o11ected from podd1ars"os oorted and

packed there to suη t the neods of its mBrkets。  凵hen Euroρe becmB the

m臼 j0r【【nrket for the teo of noΓ th"est Fujiah∶ these tea stores sortθ d

and packed "asˉ cha acCording to tho standgrds providod bv Euro卩 ean

meΓ chants, paΓ ticu1qr1y the Eng1ish, a1though a 1ot of adu1teration

and b1ending took p1ace there in order to meet the incΓ easing d-nd

foΓ quantity fr¤ m"or1d maΓ kets。 "hen the tea of "uyi "on its falnous

reρutation in both domestic and foreign m臼 rk0ts in the 18th∷ century口

56 Xingchun is 1ocated on uρ
peΓ  reaches of "ine "inding stream

and 50 1i(1 1i〓ha1f ki1ometer冫  faΓ  a"ay from the county seat of

c?ng0h· 丫iamei is on"ei∷ stΓ Fam a。 d abOut‘ 0⊥三f|ra叩 f̌rPη !he
c。●hty。 e。 t。  Thes0tⅡ

o t。
Ⅱns ⅡeΓe tho0ist0ibutin卩 。on、Γes f°ra1FrloPl

a11 the tea produced in north"est FuJ1an in the 18th centuΓ y。  Hekou

is situated on the 1eft bank of κih Riˇ eΓ口 "hiCh served as the great

emporiun of the b1ack tea exported in Canton unt`1 the midd1e0f the

19th century。  see: Fo卜 tune∷ pJ197。          ∵  ̄∶             
∷   ’

T0 Ts

"the  unscrupu1ous  mDerchonts  ond  ●̌en ∷tⅡe  offiCi。 1  merFhants

t"nsfeⅡ ed the-.tρo∶ 1甲ves fΓ叩 。Ⅱ
"ρ
r0f"tu”β t° Ⅱ吖i 臼nd

pro灬sed!hem Ⅱ叩 ,tⅡ叩 .ρ。1d tⅡ叩 mdeΓ  tⅡ0n-° f uγ iC:Ⅱ∞冫
teo。 "57Uhe冂 the!ea0eosm∷ began-rous te。 deo10rs fΓ gn o!1

oˇer the Country c卩 me t0 nρ rth"est, Fuji臼 o in an end1。 sβ stre卩m to

ρurchose te。  frm the 1oco1 too stores。  There is 。 ǐˇ i-desCrη ρtion

bV Lin Fuquon 0f t●。 de● 1orθ from shonXi ρroˇ inc● 刂宀o purCh0β ed te。

fr¤m teo stor● g for tronsρ ortotion to "ongo1i0 ond Rusβ 1o。

":n  th0 ●or1V Oing ρoriod tⅡ0 teo of 凵uyi "os o11 deo1t by

the mrch"ts frm sho吖 iJ they t"ngfer-tea through

JiangXi Qnd "emn ρrovinces for sa1● beyond th0n° rth p0ss.

Ⅱ̈Ⅱ ρf Ⅱ。ⅡrfhaⅡ s hod c。 pita!fr叩 2∞ ,000ˉ mo口 ooo to
1,000口 QOO toe1s   。f ,i1ˇ erp Hhe0 the fiΓ st tea pic巛 ing

9t。 rⅡd  they "。Γe Cg” ing here。 Th。 ho1ders of teo

stores "ent to mouth of the riˇ er tp "e1cOIIn~ them. Th● se

merchont9si田p1y handed money ond the order fQrms for teos

:ρ Ⅱe store ho1ders and c。 red about∞ thing e1se口 uhen

the teo seoson ended口  these  merchants then  sett1ed theiΓ

57Li。
ng zhongju口 Guiˉ tian suo。 iit^ooorted records of returhing

to countrVside冫 口  "rote  in 1ao5.  ∶n order  to counter the te臼

adu1teration the Euroρean cOJpanies sent theiF teo inspeCtors to

Canton to carΓy out quo1ity contr01  in tea purchasing。  Char1es

^Γ

thur·  the first∷ tFa inspect° r ρe口 t∶ by E:C t° iCanton in 1790口  "as

。n0xⅡ rien。 ed tⅡ oroker in the t0aa晖 ti∞ ōf|ρ叫m· ”∶s∶巾ties∷

"eΓ
e~t。  determine thF∷ q|a1ity °f tⅡ。 smp1Fs °f t00, to inform the

supercargo0s of the suitob1e sort9 of teo, 0nd t°  recOI,mend the

00CepⅡ nce。 r rejectlo0of、 parti‘叩1ar叩”e1s吖 j!ea-,叩∶

"Ⅱ

ˉ
Fhρ叩

and1"叩
"。 ",了

he∷ Co-totion nCt and the Teo rrade in Britoin,

in Econ¤ mic historˇ Revie", p。 2‘ 1口  Vo1.16, 1963ˉ 19s0。



accounts ohd 1eft。 "5:
∷      some tea stores funct;oned on a 1arge sCa1e. :n the ear1y

19th century there ⅡeFo fo山卜sto卜os be1ongin0respeoti氵 o1ˇ t。 Jiong,

Guo口  Lu and zhuang aI【 long,th0 forty tea otoFes in "eko∶  these fo卜 ty

stores on1y bought crude t0a from noΓ thⅡeot Fujiah。  Eaoh 。f the fouΓ

stores fIlehti0hod above hiΓ ed as many as four hundred 1ab0urers for

tea processing"hich do【 ninated the oapito1of1JOoo∶∞O iae1s。 sg

The tea dea1e卜 o b。ught tea fr。 m tea stor0o 由hd transf0卜Γed it toⅡ the

凵ho1eso1e dea1ers in tea∞ nstJoi n乙 a卜eas∫ Hhore th0uho1esa1e dea1eΓ s

then distribut0d it to retai1sh° ps∷ If· the tea凵as t0be expoΓ ted

tO Europe the dea1ers tΓ anofe卜Γed it.to!th0Ⅱ ho1e§ a1e卜 s or s°metimes

direct1y to the hong mer0hants in Cantoh∶
∷
Bef♂ r0th。 ooiun UaΓ 。n1y

hono merchants "ere authorized to d0a1 in t0a Ⅱith "esternoΓ s。  some

hong merchants had theiΓ  o"n tOa storeo in north凵 est FuJlan, oΓ  they

sent their agonts to purohose tea the|0。  
∷     ∶

Da(gΓeat冫  Chaˉ sh占hg 。卜 "h。 1o。。1占  tea dea1oΓ J。  This gr°up

gohora11y 卜esid0d  in the trading Cohtr0s  ih∷ tea 
·
o0nsuming口   oΓ

di§ tribut∶ ng area§ 口 ,u。 h as cant0n fof∷  oxρ°rtJti。n to ε乙r。ρe、  or
zhangˉ Jiaˉ ko foΓ  exportation beyond the noΓ th pass t。  "ongo1i。  and

Russia。  The tea dea1ers transferred the tea to them口  tilen they

58

quoted

zhong Gan口  Chaˉ shi za-yong(Ass。 Γted Coflments on tea affairs〉 ,

from Lin Fvquan, p。 81。        ∴   ∷

59 xu xiao凵
0ngj Ⅱin乙二Ωihg "in-zh适 |ga宀

’
 。i0n|q凵  ohahˉ 01 Jingˉ ji

Faˉ zh0n de Xin0凵∶shi("e" t0ndencˇ of the mouhtainous ec。 nomy of the
bordeΓ a冖 0a amlong Fujian∶ Ji∶ ang火 i and zheji占hg pr° ǐnces in"ing and
Qing pe卜 iods冫 口 in Fu Vi1ing and Υang GuozhehJ ed∶

"inˉ

qing fujib宀

she-hui he Xiongˉ chuh Jihgˉ ji(s。 0ial and ru卜 a1 0conomy in F山 jiah

during "ing ahd Qi∷ ng ρer'iod)p pp。 214ˉ 215口  Xiamen U冖 iˇersity ρΓeos∶

1987.                 
∷    ∷               ∶   ∶        ∶

distributed it to the retait shops。  :f the teas 凵ere t0be expoΓ ted口

they so1d theJn to hong meΓchants in Canton foΓ  European f,【 arkets or

to caraˇ ans ih zhang:Jiaˉ ko for "ongo1ian and Russian maΓ kets。 60

The "ho1esa1e dea1eΓ s in Canton "hetheΓ  theiΓ  transactions "ere in

b1ack tea oΓ  green tea, had their o"n gui1ds and 凵areh0uses。  They

co11ected tea transferred by the tea dea1ers fr° m Fujian or^nhui and

so1d it to the hong JleΓ chants usua11y at the ρΓice dec;ded by the

1atteΓ 。 :n 1819 the tea uho1esa1e dea1ers created a consortium to

resist the reductions in price and qua1ity of tea "hich the EIC

imρosed on hong merchants and "as passed on to them' but their

resistance  "as  defeated by  the cooperatioo  bet"een  the hong

meΓchants, Europeans and chinese 1oca1 goˇ ernment。 61 some Jh。 1esate

dea1ers organized the1∷ r o"n supp1y frofn tea producing areas aod

peΓ s。 na11y escoΓ ted it to Cantρ n, eventu。 11y se11ing it to the hong

meΓ chants。

.  
‘

"ong merch臼
nts。  "ong merchants "eΓ e authorized bv the o;ng

goˇernment to dea1 in business "ith foreigneΓ s in the staρ 1es of the

eXport and imoΓ t trade in the ports of China。 since end of 1757 a11

the foΓeignˇesse1s"ere actua11ya11o"ed to trade on1y in Canton and

60 F|oJn 18th CentuΓ y to 1860s。  The City zhangˉ Jiaˉ ko in north

China"as the co11ecting and distributing Centre for the tea exp。 rted

to Russi0, a11 the tea from Fujian for Russia shou1d be sent heΓ e

then tΓ ansfeΓ ed by Chinese caΓ avans to kiakhta, 凵here the tea "as

so1d tρ  Russian caΓ aˇans。  see: Cai "ongshengJ shangˉdui Cha κaoˉ

shi("otes on tea trade of caΓ avans冫 J Liˉ shi Vanˉ jiu("ist0ry studies冫 ,

1982, "o。 6口  pp。 120-121.

61 "。rseJ ǒ1.3, 351ˉ乙54。    ˉ



"eΓ
e forbidden to sai1 north"ards。 62 Tea f。 r e义p°rtation t0∷ Europe

cou1d∵ therefore on1y be transferred to hong merch白 nts in Conton。  "hon

tea became the most important exp° rt a11 the hono merchantsj Ⅱho"ere

authorized to transact Ⅱith "esteΓ ners inˇ o1ˇ edⅡ  in th0 teo trade,

IIlade their p卜 incipa1∶ profits from the te0business。  During the period

0f thρ  EIc∶ charteΓ , the tea dea1eΓ s so1d th0iΓ  teas at an aˇ eΓagg

price °f 20.2 toe1s of si1ˇ er for ea0h Picu1 to the h0ng merchohts

"h0 in t凵
rn s01d it to the E:C at th0 pΓ i0e of about 27 tae1s: the

hong merch臼 nts making about 30% of gross profit。 -3 Ho"。 ě卜 , the

pFofits the hong merchants rnde fr¤ m th0 te臼  trade "ere great1y

diminished by the Qing goˇ eΓnmeht and the mandarins through end1ess

eXtorti0ns and oqueezes。  :n ord0r to rIatCh th0 de【mnds of foΓ eign

packing and sorting standaΓ ds口  the hong merchants had their o"n

packing houses t°  engage in tea reˉ proc0ssing, foΓ  ⅡhiCh th0usands

of peop1e "ere ¤mp1oyed in Canton. The carpenters "ere to rnke

diffeΓ ent boxes for assortθ d teas, the o1umboΓ s 凵eΓ e- engagθd lin

manufactuΓ ing 1eaden canisteⅡ s of spe0ified .sizes foΓ  the more

de1iC0te sorts of t0a, and in 1ining the1 1argo chesto Ⅱith 1eod。

painters "eΓ e used、 to ado卜 n the eXterior "ith grotesqu0 f1ρ ⅡeΓ s 。nd

碑 TheΓe uere tuo eXceotiono t° ∶this ru1e0f so1e ⅡΓt opened

to for0igne卜 s. ρortugueoe commercia1 0̌sse1o m由  ̌not take trade
。ther"heΓ e than in"acao。  AmOy"0s 0pen to spanish ěss01s, but this

Fight"as on1ˇ homin占 i、 ineo the trade bet"een"ami1。 。nd^moy had
b0eh taken a1most oh1y by Chinese j山 nks。

6乙
 saI【 ue1 Ba11口  ^n ^ccount of the cu1tivation and △IanufactuΓ e

of Tea in China, pp。 35乙 -乙5‘口 Longm臼ns, L0ndon, 1848。

zB
/Q

fancifu1 emb1ems. | Becau,e the hong meΓ chants Ⅱere authoΓ ized t,o
tΓ ansa0t  in  tea  exportat∶ on口   they∷  stood  at: the  top  of  the

distΓ ibuting net凵 0rk 0f the tea tΓ ade foΓ exρortati°n, they p1ayed

a key ro1e in 1inking fore1gn maΓ kets and interior produoing a卜 eas。

some hong∷ merchants retained their o凵 n agents at the tea st0res~^in

the inteΓ ior in order to secure theiΓ  o凵n supp1y"ith0ut inteΓ Vention

by tea "ho1esa1e dea1eΓ s in Canton。 65 ·

There "eΓe t凵o systems "hich enab1ed the interior tΓ ade

net"ork to function effectiˇe1y 卜eoJΓding tea supρ 1ies before the

opium 凵aΓ 。 One "as the contΓ act system, the 0ther "as the system of

cap1ta1 advances。  Because tea ζhrubs take as 1ong as four ye0rs f卜 om

p1anting unti1 their first picking, if the shrubs "ere uprooted on

account of the decreasing de,I|and,  it "as impossib1e to sudden1y

increase the tea supp1y "ithin a fe" years口  therefore the European

merchants dea1t in the tea tΓ ade "ith "ong merchants by contΓ acts

from befoΓ e the 17乙 Os on"ards。  凵ith instΓ uctions from the directors

in their father1ands "estern supeFcargoes △nde c。ntP。cts "ith hong

merchants, on 凵hiCh the assortments夕  quantity, due dates and pΓ ices

of teo for the fo11o"ing yeaΓ ·s supp1y"ere regu1ated。  Becau氵 e of the'

increasing consumρ tion of tea in EuΓ oρe and the great purChasing

sca1e of it in Canton, fe" hong meΓ chants cou1d afford to suρp1y

1arge enough quantities of tea to Europeans "ithout being giˇen

advances of  capita1。   Fr◎m the  1730s odˇ on00s of oapita1  f卜 om

Europeans to a11 the hong merchants 0ec0me t|e Γu1e in order to

64 Description of the tea p1ant: its nome∶
 cu1tivation: mode of

curing the1eaves:tΓ ansDoΓ tati0n to Canton:sa1e ond foΓ eign
coosmlption: endeaˇ ors to raise the thΓ ub in other countries, in

Chinese Reposit° ryJ Ju1y, 1859, pρ 。148ˉ 1‘ 9。

ss"ui and"ui∷ The"ana止ment of№ 1opo1ˇ,p。 q,j  ∶
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secure a stab1e supρ1y for EuΓopean mrkets。
66 The advance`of

caρ ita1uas frOIn50-sO%of theˇa1ue of tⅡ e ord”red g°ods'"hiCh Has

a1so regu1ated as part of the contract。
67 The hong meΓ

Cha宀ts made

simi1iar contracts "ith tea uho1esa1e dea1eΓ s and paid the【n a 1orge

paΓ t of the sum they received from the Euroρ eans. In a s1mi1iar "ay

the∞ntracts and mamed capita1uere handed doun through the tmⅡ

net凵 0Γk to the tea cu1tivators in the tea producing aΓ eas。  By the

safne 凵aV the si1ˇ er Coins frm uesterners as advanced purchasing

caρ】ta1 uas bΓ ou日泗- by the tea tea1ers fr¤ m Canton to north"est

Fujian annua11y。 丁he pΓ fce of tea in noΓ thuest Fujian "as about 12

tae1s of s⒒ Ver peΓ pⅡu1.s:ond ab。 ut 冂00,000picu1s of tea

6‘
 "。 rseJ Vo1.1口  p|104。

67"。
rse, Vo1.2' p。 126。

681:a11 品ade a detai1 tab1e of the cost of b1ack tea from Fujian

at the beginning of 19th cehtury:

tae1seXpense

Cost of gro"th and manipu1ation

Cost of Chests ond packing

Expense of transport fΓ om the

b1a0k tea distΓ icts to Canton

ChaΓges at Canton on account of

0°vernfnent duties口  hong II【 erchantsD

ex0enses, and boat hire to ship

12

1。 5

弓。9

3

sourCe,  samue1  Ba11,  坐

20.2

Account  of  the  Tea  Cu1tivation  and

p。 354, 1ond° n' 1848。

80

"anufacture or Tea in~Chi∶
naJ

annua11y tΓansfeΓ ted t°  Cant。 n at the end °f 18th century。 69 It

means at 1east∷  2J000口 o00do11ars 。f si1ˇ er f1e" int。 north"est FuJvan
8nnua11y。  ThΓ ough the systelns 。f c°ntract and adˇanced capita1 the
tea supρty increased steadi1y in response t。  th0 i ncΓ easi ng defIIand
of oˇ erseas maΓ kets。

The merchants from "inˉ nan(south Fujian) p1ayed a cΓ itica1
ro1e  in the tra-e net"° rk 。f the tea pr。 duCed in n° rth"est∷ Fujian。
Residing in the inferti1e coasta1 Fujian surΓ ounded by high mountain
Γidg乩口the。 n1y"ay f° r the∞asta1peop1e of"inˉ nan to cO【 lmnicate
outside had been by the sq。∶Their1iˇ e1ih∞ d had depended f。 r
centuries t°  a great eXte冂 t 。n maritlme trade and fishing。  "hen
EuΓopeans beqan to ex卩 pnd∫ int。 southeast^sia'the fiΓ st Chinese they
encountered 凵ere the meΓ cha×ts fΓom south FuJlan。  "hen tea "as
puΓchased ih oreat quantit1es li∶ 丨i``the Dutch in Batavia froln Chinese
Junks from 1ate 17th century t°  the 1750s口  1t "as the "inˉ nan
merchants "ho -Γ ansfeΓ red tea by Chinese Junks to B。

taˇ ia。  :n Bataˇ ia
most Chinese tea dea1ers a1s。  came fΓ°m "in.nah。 70 In 1733 tw°

Chinese tea dea1ers  ΓetuΓned to "inˉ nan fΓ °m Bat由 ǐo and "ere
detai α

卩 by the Qing 1oca1 goverrrnent chaΓ ged "ith "1ega1
emi9Γ ati on, b。 th 。f them c。 nfessed∶  that they "ere "inˉ nanOso ahd
tΓ ansacted their tea trade bet"een Canton and Bataˇ

ia.71 ^JIl。 ng th0
hong merchants in Cantoh, more than ha1f 

。f them origina11y comIe from

69:n the yeaΓ
s Γou油 18ooJ the annua1ex0° It

"as about 280口
ooo p亻 cu1s∶  at 1east

Fujian。  Dermigny, p。 559, Garde11a夕

ha1f of it "as

p.】 05。

te8 fr。 m Cant。 n

from n。卜th"est

70Le。
naΓd B1ussoj stΓange Co乩any'p。 1‘6'Leiden,1986.

71zhu~pi 
Υuˉ zhi(Co11ection。f the impeΓ ia1edicts of YOngzheng

reignpeΓ iod口  1723ˉ 1755冫 口 Vo1.55口  173弓 。
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  i nc1udihg the∵  t"o most  famous∷  meΓ cha∷nts Punkhequa ano

HOwqua。 7the tea dea1ers uh⒍ transferred tea∶ from noΓ th"est∮ F1jiah

to Canton "ere most1y "innaneseL7了  Eˇen many of tho pedd1aΓ s 凵h0

co11ected t° a foΓ  the tea deateFsⅡ 凵ere"innanese。  凵hen the toa seas° n

started the tea pedd1aΓ s 凵eΓe aCtive in Chongan Countˇ 口 most of thom

came  from  JiangxiF  Tingzhou  and "inˉ nan。 74∶  "in~nan nlerchants口

together 凵ith the tenant farfFlers and tea processing teChnicians from

"inˉ

nan,  c°mposed a "innanese net"ork fΓom tea cu1tiˇatioh ond

manufa°△ure t。  tΓadej this net"ork funCtioned ěry 凵011 and p1ayed

a critica1 r。 1e in the tea pΓ oduction in noΓ thⅡ est FuJ1an and tea

tΓ ode "ith f。 ΓeigneΓ s up to i870s。

∶       The i0act of the inteΓ mt∶ om1 tea tΓ ade on the

socia1 econW of noΓthuest FuJian   ∶

∷   The ihternationa1∶ ∷ tea trade in 18th century had a stΓ ong

inf1uence° n the socia1 econOmy° f north"est fuJ1an口  and changed the
traditi。 na1 natura1 economyb ^ specia1ized division of 1abouΓ  in the

foΓ m of  s° ci臼 1  production∶ had deˇ e1oped "hi1e  the coWDercia1

pr°duction becafne the pΓ ∷incipa1 section of the 1oc a1 economy, and the

phenomenon 。f s° ca11ed "spΓ outs 。f caplta1ism" had emerged。

/2ti加 g Ji曲m口 ⑾ ang:乩 ng钸 卜sⅡ №
"陋
∝ № t6Ⅱ №

"merchants in Canton冫 口 203-277, shanghai, 1957。

乃
 I旦 q̄ing "uiˉ dian shiˉ 1i(Co11ection of impeΓ ia1 decΓ ees and

regu1ations 凵ith c° ncΓ ete caoFs in oing ρeriod冫 ` ch。
630` p。 6, edicted

in Guangxu ΓeignpeΓ iod(1875ˉ 1908)。

/°
zhang Chaoshi口 pp。 3-‘ .      ∶       {

8了

`

o) The deˇe1oρment of the commerci。 1 economv in north"est

Fujian。

The opening up of Ⅱorth"est FuJian began from the Tang

peΓ iod (618ˉ 907冫 。 This area had been the famous rice producing area

in Fujian, the traditiona1combination of agricu1tuΓ e and handicΓ afts

on the unit of the fami1y had been the basis of its natura1 economy。

Unti1 the ear1y Qing peΓ iod gΓ ain"as sti11 the principa1 produCt in

the agriCu1ture of this area。  ^1though fe" commercio1 grains "eΓ e

cu1tiˇ ated there。  The grain produced in north"est Fujian cou1d not

on1y meet the delmnd of the 1oca1 peop1e口  but "ere a1so transferred

to supp1y the other regions, espeCia11y the capita1 of Fujian。  ··The

reason"hy the peop1e in the capita1 of Fujian"eΓe not short of food

凵as 0n1y because they "ere supρ1ied "ith the surp1us grains of

north"est Fujian"。 75 凵hen tea pΓ oduced in north"est Fujia became

popu1ar aimed at the E凵 ropean r【 aΓ kets frOIn the 18th cent凵 ry。n"ardsJ

the 1oca1 peop1e in north"est Fujian 凵ere ab1e to △nke gΓeater

profits from tea cutiˇ atio△  than frgm gΓ ain cu1tiˇ ation "ith the

Γesu1t that IIlany paddy fie1ds"ere changed into tea p1antati° ns, ·’a11

mountains "ere p1anted "ith tea shrubs in a11 counties i口  north凵 est

Fujian",76 in some counties such aβ  ouning口  "the tea p1antations

CoVeΓ ed a11  the county and eˇ en in the reIulote and untroversed

75    "in~zheng  Lingˉ
ǎo(T|e  guid∶ ng  pΓ incip1e  of  ciˇ i1

administration  of  FuJian  ρr° ǐnce冫 ,  ch。 2,  grains,  "ritten  in
beginning years of 20th century, the onthoΓ  can not be identified。

76 Xu Jing, 
Υaˉ ge TangˉΓen Ji(Literatura1 co11ection of Vaˉ ge

Tθ ng冫
' ch。

7、 The suggestion to forbid tea cutivation presented to the
wngistrate of Jianning PΓ efectuΓ e。
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1Ilountains。 "77 Tea cu1tiˇation caused serious soi1 erosion。  ^ 1oCa1

obserˇ er soid in the beginning years of 19th century,"  Jianyong∫

(c°unty冫  had a1"ays had a 1ot mountain springs口  so that the fie1ds

"ere a1"ays harvested "ithout "oΓ
rying about dro山 ght. ReCent1y■

because of mountains opening up for tea (cu1tiˇ otion), grasses "eΓe

e1iminited "hich resu1ted in the sρrings dΓ y刁 ng up。  "hen there "as

a 1ack of rain the fie1ds Γan dry immediate1y。  In the 卩eriod of the

spring rains there "as no "ay to stop the runoff of "ater do"n into

ǎ11eys, Juddy soi1 "as "ashed do"n and ferti1e fie1ds became stonV

0arth。 "7: The pΓ ice °f gΓaih began to rise rapid1y and great

quantities "eΓ e impoΓ ted。  The surp1us gΓains "hich "ere former1y

eXpected from noΓ th"乩 t Fujian had been drasti∞ 11y reduCed,as ri击

fie1ds "ere discontinued and both 1ong and short termi1abourers"ent

over to the tea producing areas. :n 1853。 183‘ ∶ the price of Γice rose

to about six tae1s per picu1, doub1e than that at end of 18th

century。
T’
Garde11a eotim【 ated that in the1BzOs about50.3%of the

fami1ies "ere inˇo1ˇθd in the primary pΓ od凵Cti0n of tea in the

Jianning pΓefectuΓ e(exc1uding tea pickers, secondary pΓ ocessors, tea

me乩 hants and the1ike冫 ,the△nin producing area of F1Jjian tea.:o

"o"eˇ
eΓ口 his estiIIntion is on1y re1atθ d to the tea imported bv E:C。

considering th臼 t aC0nsiderab1e part of the tea produced in north"est

FuJlan"as consumed in the domestic market, and the 1arge amounts of

并
Ji。ng"eng,p。 21.

78 Jiang "en口
 p。 22。

/9L。
ving〓hen口 p。。⒉ 2̄5:Jiang Hen,ibid。

80 GaΓ
de11a口 The"inˉ oei Tθ a Trade during the Late Ch|ienˉ 1ung

and Chiaˉ Ch· in口  E广 asJ pρ 。546∶ 乙̄47。

B0

85

tea ex卩 orted to ^meΓ ica and Russia "as not inc1uded口   the Γea1

proρortioh sh° u1d be f【uch higher thon that Carde11a estionted。

b冫  The  emeΓ gence and deˇe1oment  of  the mu1tiˉ tiered

1ondho1ding sVstefn and the seoaration of the ri日 ht0f 1and mBnagement

frgm 1and o"nershiD 】n tea 。roducing areas。

:n the trad∶ tiona1 Chinese feuda1 society 1ond1ords had

crue11y exp1oited f臼 rm 1abourers by means of their monopo1y of 1and.

TheV cou1d caΓ ry out extroeconOInica11V。 bomd comρ u1sorv meQns on

tenants口 "hiCh "as not on1y Γegu1atod by the t● nomy systgn but 臼1so

confirmed by 1a".:1 under stJch o systm the tenants had neither

persona1 freed¤ m nor any right to 1and IIlanagement, the 1and1ords

mon0ρ01ized o"nership of 1and and the Γight of 1and rnn臼 g¤ment "hi1e

the tenants had to "oΓ k for 1and1ords in the form of serˇ ice in

addition to rent,  they "ere bound to the  1and.  "oⅡ eˇ eΓ  this

traditiona1 tenancy systθm "as broken gradua11y in tea producing

areas in northⅡ est Fujian because of the sudden deImnd for greater

quantities of tea for the internationa1 Jnrket from the 1720s

on"ards。   Because  tea  cu1tiˇ ation  ond  trade depended obtaining

additiona1 "orkers from e1se"here, and the fact that the t0a shrubs

took 1ongeΓ  to produce than gΓ ain, the te臼  Cu1tiˇ ators needed 1ongˉ

term tenancy of 1and and the abso1ute Γight to wnnage the 1and。  undeΓ

these∷ circuu【stances a systgm of permonent tenancy (Vongˉ dian Quon口

Γight of peΓmenent  te口 ancy冫  deve1oped and gradua11y became the

principa1 ten臼 nCy systθm in tea produC】 ng areas in north"est Fujian。

81 Fr。 m "in to midd1e Qing period(1368ˉ 1750s冫  the status of
tenants "as considered in 1a" as servants of emp1oyers, "hose 1ega1

status "as 1o"eΓ  than the normn1 peop1e。  sincethen this kind of
re1ationship of persona1 dependance"as abo1ished。  see: "inˉ 1u Jiˉ jie

Fu。 1i(The exp1aination of "in Codes "ith concrete cases), ch。 20,
1908; Taˉ Qing Luˉ 1i(Great Qing codes冫 , ch。 28J 1793。
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Under this system the 1and o"neΓ s cou1d neither terminate a tenancy

nor  interˇ ene  in the  1and Jrnnagement。   uhen some  1oca1  gentΓ y

criticized the seFious resu1ts caused by opening up m° untains for tea

cu1tiˇ ation口  such′  as soi1 erosion, increasing Γice prices, 臼nd and

incΓ ease  in  bandit  actiˇ ity,  they had  to  recognize  that  the

contemporarV re1a△ i°n of tenancy cou1d not be terminated because of

"property d¤ minated not by o"ners" (Veˉ buˉ youˉ zhu冫 , the on1y so1ution

"as to order the o"ners of the mountain a卜
eas not to 1et ne" 1and for

rent口  otheΓ
"ise they "ou1d be seˇ

ere1y punished。
:2 "ith the right

of permnnent tenancy the tenants obtoined′ a perltanent right of 1臼 nd

rnnagement "hich meont that the right of 1ond management "as t° ta11y

separated frOfn 1。 nd o凵 nership。  This kind of separation enab1ed the

tenants to use 1and according to the dmnnds of the m【 arket "ithout

"orrying about inteference from 1and1°
rds。 They cou1d manage the 1and

on a 1ongˉ teΓm basis and p1an in adˇ ance, "hich is Very important for

stab1e tea supρ 1ies under increaoing dermnds of the "or1d rnrket,

because tea shrubs need three to four years to f【 lature。  They cou1d

a1so hire 1abourers in their tea ρ1ont。tions, in this sense, they

actua11y became "mnnaging 1and1ords"(Jingˉ ying Diˉ zhu冫 . "oreoˇ eΓ  it

c1eared the "ay f。r tea merchants to invest their capita1 in tea

pΓ oduCtion。  "ith their kno"1edge obout.the Iv【 arkets the meΓ chants

cou1d inˇ est theiΓ  capita1  in tea cu1tiˇ ation and △lanufacture口

estab1ish a direct 1ink bet"een the tea producing areas and the tea

JIlarkets。  ^ctua11y,  the emeΓgence of a mu1ti-tiered 1ondho1ding

system, and the sepaΓation of the right of 1and rnnagefnent fr¤m 1and

o"nership "ere the resu1t of a deˇ e1oping c¤mmercia1 producti° n,

moreoˇ er口  it prOmoted this deˇ e1oρ ino。

C冫  The change of the Γe1ati′on of emo1oˇ ment。

By the separation of the right of 1and mnnagement from

82 Jiang "eng, p。
21ˉ 22: L° u vingchen, ch。 2, pp。 225ˉ 26。

μ
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o"neΓ ship of 1and, the re1ation bet"een 1ando"ners and tenants "as

a1so chonged, it "ao simρ 1y a Γe1ation of the rent payerˉ accepter

bet"een both of thgn。  Lando"neΓ s no 1onger had the means t°  force

tenants to aCCeρ t their "ishes, indeed口  these tenants cou1d mBnage

the 1and as theˇ  Ch° se。  ^s mentioned aboˇ e these tenants inˇ ested

their capita1 into tea ρroduction, they a1so hiΓ ed 1abourers from

e1se"here for tea production。  The Γe1otion bet"een these tenants and

the 1abourers "as simp1y a re1ation of ¤mP1oyeΓ  and emp1ovee口  cash

"as paid to the 1abouΓ
eΓs according to the contΓ act ogreed"hen they

"eΓ
e recΓ uitθ d口  they "ere fΓee 1abourers。  By the use of free 1abouΓ

the de1mnd for seasona1 1abour in gΓ eat quantity f0r tea ρicking and

processing Cou1d be satisfied。  "hen the tea season started in sρring口

"Jianyang Countˇ
"as sudden1y inundated by seˇ

era1 hundred thousands

of peop1e from Jiangxi PΓ oˇ ince口  "ho jost1ed each other and fi11ed

a11 the coΓ ners of ferries, country faiΓ s and restaurants。 ":弓

d) The CommerCia1 cao1ta1 dominated tea production。

Tea  producing  in  north"est  Fujian  "as  a1most  tota11y

dominated by commercia1 capit臼 1 in the 18th century, "hich "as 1ess

d¤minant ih other paΓ ts of China。 this can be exρ 1ained in t"o "ays。

FiΓ st1y, commerCia1 Capita1s "ere 1nˇ ested into tea production by

puΓ
9Ⅱ
asing∞ntracts and by∞ pita1advance。 The sysⅡ帕 of ru1tip1e

purchasing contΓacts and Copita1 advance "eΓ e carried out popu1ar1y

in the tea tΓ ade"ith Europeans from1730s on"aΓ ds。 "ith the contΓ 臼Ct

caf【le the purchasihg capita1 i口 advance from Europeans "hich c° u1d be

at 1east part1y invested to assist the tea cu1tiˇ ators in north"est

Fujian。
:4 :n the e0Γ 1y 19th century, ";t "as the practice of the

merchant in"uyi countΓ y to sehd the tea "hich he had contracted fo广 ,

8乙 chen shaozhang口  ch。 1, pp。 1ˉ 3。

:4 Chinese Reoository口
 Ju1y' 18‘ 9口  p。 1‘ 8。
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or purchased in the rougⅡ  state口  to his °
"n packing h°

uses。 ":5 ^
1arge proporti。 n 。f the finest tea "as b° ught up by merchants  fr¤ m

^moy, "h°
 rnde adˇ ance payments t° the Cu1tiˇ ators。 :6 Tenant famers

from  other  areas,  "h°   "ere  the  principa1  °rganizers  °f  tea

cu1tiˇ ation, brought their capita1 t°  rent the 1and in north"est

Fujian and opened uρ  tea p1antati° ns。 The quantity and qua1ity of the

tea production in n。 rth凵est Fujian "ere guided genera11y by the tea

ρurChasing c。 ntroct "ith the odˇ ance ‘apita1。  second1yJ mnny tea
merchonts "ere direct1y inˇ o1ˇed in teo pr° duc!i。 n。  "°

"quaJ the m°
st

famous hong merchant at end of the1oth century and the beginning of

19th centuΓ y口  estab1ished his °
"n tea p1antation in "uyi c°

untry t°

cu1tiˇate the tea 。f C°ngo, "hich "as in gΓ eat de【IIand ot the London
auction。 :7 ^ 1。t 。f tea dea1eΓ s fr¤m e1se"here came to n°rth"est
FuJ1an to estab1ish their o"n teo f臼 Ct0Γ ies and st。 res f°r tea
processing。 :: The  1。 ca1  tea dea1ers "ere a1s°  a1"ays  inˇ o1ˇed
direct1y in tea cu1tiˇ ation。 :n the mid口 1e of the18th century a rich

tea dea1er ca11ed"r。  Xiao frOun Jianvang had his o凵n tea p1antation

and transferred the tea of pekoe cu1tivated by himse1f to Cant°
n。
:9

:n the same period a 1° ca1 tea dea1er ca11ed zhou Jiazhang ρossessθ d

:5saJRJe1Ba11,^n nc∞
unt° f the Te0Cu!tivation臼nd the

"anufacture or Tea in Chim,p"so口
L°ntm'1Bo8.      ⌒

Bs chinese Re∞
sit° rv,Ju1y口 1“ 9口 p。 14o。

87 "。
c。  "unter, The" Fan κ

"ae" 
θt Canton before Treatˇ  Davs.

1825ˉ 184‘ , pp。 29ˉ‘0J κegan p。 u1, 1882。

88 zhang cha°
shi口  ch。 1, p。 弓。

卩9Lin Ji吐∞n,um。

Bg

89

a property of over t"o mi11ion tae1s of si1ˇer口 "hiCh "as s凵ρρ0sed

to be mnde fr¤ m tea cu1tiˇ ation and trade。
9°

e) The emergence of"sDrout of CaDita1ism" in tea Droduction。

"ere my definition of the ConCeρ
t "sprout of the re1ation of

Capita1ist production" is that the (cOI【 mercia1冫 capita1 θmρ 1oys free

1abour and obtains a surp1us vo1ue in order to irlcrease the caρ ita1

itse1f in the period of proˉ industry。  There are three preˉ ￠onditions

for the eImΓgence of the sprout of the re1ation of capita1ist

production。  The fiΓ st is a Certain 1eve1 of productiˇ e forces, name1y

the 1abourer can ρroduce more than he needs otheΓ
"ise no surp1us

ǎ1ue can be obtained by capita1. The seCond is 臼Cert臼 in pr0gressiˇe

deve1o卩ment of the commercia1 economy, "h犭 ch enab1es caρ ita1 to come

in form. The third is a free 1abour I,nrket 凵hiCh has nothing to se11

but its、 1abour force for surˇ iˇa1 and C臼 n m0ˇe fΓee1y in search of

Ⅱ°rk·

The mOtiˇ e foΓ ce of the deve1opment of tea production in

north"est FuJ1on "os the increθ s1ng d-nd of the "or1d mlarket。  :n

the 1ate 18弓 0s口  Canton exported 350口 000 piCu1s of tea, at 1east ‘0%

of this口 or 140,000ρ iCu1s, "as produCed in Fujian。  Together"ith the

quantity of tea consumed in the doI,lestic JInrket and transferred to

Russia, the tea transferod frgm north"est Fujian possib1y reached

about 170,000picu1s annua11y. "ith the aˇ erage price of 12 tae1s peΓ

picu1 in the tea p卜 oducing area, this rnans that more than 2,000,000

tae1s of si1ˇ0r found its "ay into north"est Fuji占 n annua11y口
91 or

cash to the ǎ1ue ofΙ♀ne fifth of the gross ǎ1ue of Chin臼 :s eXport

90 Lih Fuquan口
 p。 81。

91 This estiontion is 1o"er theln that of Ba11。  ^ccording to Ba11

3,000口 000do11ars(or 2,160,000 tae1s冫  °f si1veΓ
"eΓ
e trahsfered fr¤ m

Canton to north"est Fujian。  Ba11口 p.356。
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industry came to an area "ith a popu1ati。 n of about 1% 。f the "ho1e

c。亠ntrˇ .92 ^ 1arge amount °f cash f1o"θ d into n∶ rth"est Fujian and

acce1arated the progress °f c。 pita1 accumu1。 tion。  The separation of

the  right  。f  1and ,【 lanageInent  from  1and o"nership enab1ed  the

merchants t°  inˇest the capita1 in tea cu1tiˇ ation and I,nnufacture。∫
E臼Ch 0f the 1arge tea manufactoΓ ies gmρ 1。yed hundrθd。f 1abouΓers and

their "age "as c° unted in caph。  s山ch factories therefore p。 ssib1y

dominated at 1east thousands of tae1s of 。irCu1ating capita1 f° r the

payment of their "orkers, purchasing fresh 1eaˇ es, and °ther costs。

The deˇe1opment of the commercia1 economy a1so changed the hatura1

ec°n叫 °f se1fˉ sufficiency。 The 1oca1 peop1e expOrted tea and
imρorted rice and other necessities "hich they had former1y produced

thefnse1ves。 Tea oroducti° n brought the 1oca1 economy int° a com卩onent

of  the "。 r1d ec° nomy。  "° st  emρ 1oyeeo emigrated seasona11y lto

xnoΓ
th"est Fujian and "ere free1y emp1oyed in tea p1antations or

factories口  the on1y re1ation bet"een them and theiΓ  mp1oyers"as the
cash for their 1obour口  they"eΓ e free 1abourers and"orked inIcertain

numbers under the saJ【 Ie capita1。  :f thqy ●ere recruited by c°ntract。

each of thθm earned about thΓ eeˉ four tae1s "ith free food and 1odging

in a tea season of about fifty"oΓ king days。  "ithout a cOntract they

"ore giˇ
en th。 "臼 ges aCc° rdi。g t°  the quantity Of te臼  1eaˇes they

picked or cured。  "hen considering such e1ements as the d° minating

position of commercia1 capita1 and the free 1abourers fΓ gm e1se"here

as the rnin 1ab° ur f° rce in tea pΓ °ducti。nJ  the change in the

traditiona1  economy  ~fΓ om  se1fˉ sufficiency  and  a  mu1tiˉ tiered

1anuho1ding systeIm口 it seefns to me that the"sprout of the re1ation

of cap}ta1ist pr。 duction"definite1y existed in tea production in

92 :n 1ate 18弓
Os the gross ǎ1ue of China|ρ  eXp° rt "as at least

24,500JO00do11ars of si1ˇ er∶  th0p° pu1ation of north"est Fujian"as

oˇer 4■‘00,000. Vao Xiangao口  p|258。

90
91

`/

north"est FuJ、 锸 : :t 刀nrks a ne" form in the Γe1ation of pΓ oduction

"hich emerged in traditiona1 Chinese soCiety of the 18th century
undeΓ  the stimu1ation of internationa1 trade。

Cmc1Lsim

^1though tea had been cu1tiˇ
ated for moΓe than a thousand

years in Fujian口  on1y fΓom 1720s on"aΓ ds did it come into its go1den

age under the stimu1ation of internationa1 trade。  Because there "as

a effectiˇ e net"ork fr¤ m tea production to tea transportation in the

interior, the rapid1y inCreasing delnand for great quantities and

ǎrious assoΓ tments of tea for "or1d wlarkets cou1d be satisfied in

north"est Fujianˉ  ̄a sJIn11, spaΓ se1y popu1ated and mountainous area。

:n this net"ork the organizers of te8 pΓ oduction and the merchants

promoted the separation of the right of 1and rnnagement from the

tΓaditiona1 o"nership of 1and, attracted 1arge amounts of colmercia1

capita1 and huge numbers of 1abourers from e1se"here。  The combination

of c¤mmercia1 capita1 ond free 1aboureΓ s in tea pΓ oduction口  name1y

the capita1 to ¤mp1oy the free 1abouΓ eΓs in tea cu1tiVation and

manufacture口   brought about a ne凵  re1ation of production in the

traditi°na1 natura1 economy。  TempoΓ aΓ i1y "e ca11 this ne" re1ation

"the spΓ outing of the re1ation of Capita1ist production"。  凵hen the

ne凵  re1ation of production e,IleΓ gedJ  it maΓ ked the dem;se of th0

origina1  patteΓ n  of  se1fˉ sufficiency口   凵hiCh  Ⅱas  based  on  the

traditiona1 combination of agΓ icu1ture and handicΓ afts "ithin the

fami1y unit "hich had existed in China foΓ  more than a thousand

yeaΓ s。  In this sense,  I "i11 say the most positive impact that



European cOJ,mercia1 expans1° n br°ught t。  China in the

"os not the gΓ
eat quantitγ °f si1ˇerJ but the commercia1

from "hich a ne" re1。 ti°n °f pr°ducti°n came about∶

18th century

stimu1ati° n
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Chapter 工工工

工nternat土ona△ Trade 亠n Ch土nese Tea
土n 工8th Centurr

A1though the export of Chinese tea can be traced back to at

1east the 10th Century "hen the trade of tea being e丫 Changθd for

h0rse 凵as CaΓ ried on a great sca1e bet凵 een s0ng gmpire and the

nomadic tribes outside the song· s north凵 estem border口
1it"as on1y

an  inteΓˉ

^sian  trade  and  engaged  "ith  China  Is  neighbouring
countries。  It is the European expansion into the Far East "hich

brought Chinese tea to the status of`/an internationa1 co△ modityJ

eager1y puΓ sued by EuΓ opeans and^mericans from 18th century on"ards。

This chapteΓ  approaches the structuΓ e of internationa1 trade in

Chinese tea and the ro1es that tea p1ays in China:s foΓ eign trade and

sinoˉ foreign re1ations。

:ntrod△rtim of tea i"to Euroρe

FΓom the fiΓ st penetration of the p。 Γtuguese t°  the coasts

of China in 1514 to the first ha1f of the 19th century口  the European

nations made great efforts to "in a regu1aΓ  trade "ith china。  FOr

serVices  rendered  in suppressing  the Chinese pirate junks  the

PoΓ tuguese  reCeive¤  inf。 rma1  peΓ m1ssion from the Chinese  1oca1

authourities to rent\and and carry on trade at "acao c1ose to Cahton

in 1557。  The spanish ostab1ished their ^sian headquaΓ ters in"ani1a

in 1571 and enteΓ ed into Commercia1 contact "ith the FuJ1an wnritime

merchants sinCe that tifIle on"ards。  :n 1600 the Dutch "ere present in

foΓ ce in the China sea, a f1eet of the "Oude`Copaginie" composed of

1

Drink'

John C.

p.66-67,

Eˇans口  Tea in China: the Ⅱ三sL° ry_of China|s "ationa1

Green"ood Press' "e" Υork, 1992.
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siX ships cO1lnnnded by J。  ǎn "eck appeared on the Canton coost。  :n

1602 the Dutch East  :ndi臼  Comany(vOc, Verenigde Oost :ndisChe

comagnie冫  "as chartered to carry out tra叫 e ln the east。  :n1619they|

estab1ished their headquarters at Bataˇ ia and bui1t uρ their trade∫

net"ork of interˉ
^si臼

 and ^s∶ aˉ Europe。  :n the 17th centurv the

Eng1ish "ere based J1Iai n1y in :ndia and "ere 1ess prominent in Far

Eastern trade th臼 n the Dutch. "o"eˇ er口  from the 1ate 17th century,

in addition to their expansion in :ndia, the Eng1ish sped uρ their

ěnture into tΓ ading in the For East and became the fiΓ st meranti1e

po"er in the China sea。  ^part fΓ om the trade carried out in Chin臼 ·s

ports 1ike ^IIloyJ Canton口  Fucho", Lingpo口 Chinese pΓ oducts cou1d be

i purchosed from the Chinese junks sai1ing to "ani1a and Bat臼 Via。  ^t

the start of the "Thirty Vears "ar"口  the:po"er of spain h臼 d ste臼di1y

| dec1ined in th0 first ha1f of the 17th centurv, and the Portuguesbs

at the same time shared in the misfortunes of spain and 1ost most

| their^siatic poρ
sessions and trade to the D山 tch and Eng1ish。 t°

"aΓ
ds

i the end °f 17th century the French ship "Comagnie de chihe" a1sρ

appearθd on China|s coast, fo11o"θd fai卜 1y soon by s"edish and Danish

ships to Canton。  :n the 1ate 18th century the^mericons o1so started

to Join the 1ine of Eur° pe。n merchants puΓ suing the teo trode in

Canton。                                                          ·

"hi1e the I1lnritime nations of Europe "ere tring to get the
trading footho1ds in China, the Russians"ere a1so advancing into the

Far East。  Ⅱn 1637the Russians estab1ished the fort of Vakutsk on the

Riˇer Lena。  :n the fo110"ing deCades they ěntured to the basin of

加町 f百ei~1。n0ˉ Jiang冫 and bui1t the fort"orchinsk,uhore they"ere

restrained by Qing|s troops。  ^fter the Russian troops "ere defeatod

and the fort "erchinsk "as destroyed by Qi0g:s f0rce in 1‘ 8‘口 the

Russians come to conc1uded the Treoty of "erchinsk "ith the Qing

goˇernment口  by"hich they abandoned their sett1ement at ^1ba〓 in and

"ithdre" fr¤
m ^mur。  ^s a comρensation the Russian merCh0nts "ρ re

formn11y a11o"θ d to tΓ ade "ith China ond the Russion trade Caraˇ ans

}r。

l、

94
95

/

i"ere authori:ed t0 go to Peking on fiXed dates。
2

century i;}∶11fIjΙ f∶ 1∶∶∶u:∶tii∶∶∶jrl∶∶;∶∶r∶置:∶sl∶ iJ;:i丨 cⅠl∶∶T
tea "as not kn°

"n to亡
uropeans before the midd1e of tⅡ e 16th century。

^s sir Perci氵
a1 Griffiths said,  " In vie" of the C0nsiderab1e

interc0urse  bet"een  China  ond  the  "est  during  the  first

mi11enni um(and a ha1f冫  afteΓ the discoveΓ
y of tea口  it is stΓ ange that

no knoⅡ 1ege of e】 theΓ the p1ant° r the beverage reached Europe bef°
Γe

the sixteenth century"。
‘ The first printed Γef0rence t°  te臼  in

"estern 1iter0ture is the book"avigatione et Viaggi by the ViniCian
ci∶mbattista Ramusio in 1559。  ^1though the auth°

r had not persona11y

∶J1衤 trF嚣
°
l∶∶∶丁·∶f=】Ⅷ

i∶

mx∶∶∶∶摺
mar1ners, merchants and Jesuη t pr1ests c°ntin∵

ed to br1ng the stor1es

°f tea back t°  Europe, a1th° ugh th° se st0ries are sometimes 
ěry

confused。

揣 ⒈瑟讠:;∵ i∶∶∶;∶∶
1∶

IJJ犴茹Ⅰ飞∫∶‖∶;∶℃考叫氍甜
year of κangxi reignpeiod口  "rote in 1879.

Xuanˉ∶icl∶∶早e∶∶;:甘
i。

fn号 h∶

hIi∶∶∶I::· s
1981, Peking。

4Pe"i旧 1"iffi由 s口             ’

p。 14口  London, "eidenfe1d & "ic01s°
n, 1967.

5see,TheIne Thee口
p。 13,HusetJn bo叩 nsˉ van beuningen ROtterdam,

1978。



n1th。ugh the ρ。rtuguese "ere the 
ρi°neeΓs °f china tr。 ffic0浏 their traders。门 priests"rote h⒃
giˇ ing Juch Ⅱf。mRation。 nteo, 。 1。ng tiJ。  e1臼 ps。d bef° r●  it Ⅱ。s intp°d△c。d t。  their nQtiˇ ecountry。  The Dutch Ⅱere s凵ρp°s●d1v the f氵 rst tro冂 sρorters。 f tea int°Europe。  stimu1。 tθd by the discripti。

n°f tea and teoˉ drinking in theb°ok ρubtish。d in i59‘  by the Dutchmon′
Van Linsch。ten,6 "h。  hadǐsit° ds。me^si臼n Countries "ith the P°
rtugueseˇ esse1s, the Dutchsuccessfu11v。 arri●d。ut their first tΓ
ip t。 the F臼 r East and。 rriˇed0t Bondam °n the is1。 nd °f J。 。̌ in Juη e 22,  1s9s。   The firstconsignment。  。f te。 from chin。  "ere tr。 nsp° rted t。  B。ntam in 1-06:From there they "ere shiρ

ρed t。 an 。s yet mˉ te臼。consci° vs Euroρe。 7”r· R· Uickham,the agent。 fE:C。n the Japanese is1a耐
0f"iΓ ado,peΓ h。ps the first Eng1ishmnn knoⅡ

n t。 haˇe menti。 n°d tea in"riting。
"e sent 

。 1etter dat。 d nf hi¨^ 0ˉ   乙~^~
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1°ned tea h"rit hg。
|

"e sent 
。 1etter dat。 d

0t "ac。°、 。sking him ": pray y。
u buv f。 r me a

0f cha"(te。 , in "e。 c。("ac09冫
,  F臼 irebo"e§  and

db〓 en "eac°  gui1t b。xes square f。 r t。  。ut ih

"h0ts°
eˇer they c° st v。u r Ⅱ:I〕  `~ ^j~_   ..~扌:∷蔗∷∶∶矿:昱:廴

y∶

Iar∶⒒∶
=、

:∶∶
°
⒊∶
i11;∶

|∶l|Ⅰ;丨l∶

冫
u;:∫

‘
J。

"。

ǒn Linsch° tenJ ⊥tineΓ ari°

^mgterdam, 1‘
96。 pρ。弓5~弓6'

翌 1F::I::r· i:茭叩 婴 华 迎 迹 迦 逃 延 细 骊

上γt∵     1h℃虫褙⒒蓝J穹:pL亠 F刀·t :°  ti9ke tea from Japan

∶Ψ△】罚l;冕丁
:""1mTL氓∵∴

E盂
r琵J℃Jγ椤ρ.28, "e" V° rk, 19J5。

: ibidJ p。
t0。
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the Goˇ ernor-GeneΓ a1  in the counci1 of "ether1andsˉ India口  dated

谛:#。掉祺樊蛋弼珐j甘:
、era1 of "ether1andsˉ :ndia dated of

ote, "^s 1ast yeaΓ  a ConsideΓab1e

upon our peop1e in"occien(Fujian冫 ,

} "e do not kno""hat to do"ith this

e。  India冫 , "e haˇ e reso1ˇed to send

r1and"。
10

e 17th centuΓ y, teaˉ drinking sρ read

1  as  the scandinaˇ ian Countries。

e teaˉ drinking mnde great progress。

∶iC and eˇen to Court circ1es。  "hen

za, "ho enJoyed tea and I【 BΓ ried the

Jry inc1uded not on1y the is1and of

habit of teaˉ dΓ inking.

,o"n in "o11and in the eaΓ 1ieΓ part

y孓ransferred to Eng1and。  It is said

that the pioneers bΓ inging tea into Eng1and "eΓ e probab1y a fe"

ships| officeΓ s fΓ om East Indiamen' "ho"eΓ e a1ready a11o凵 ed t0 tΓ ade

9c。
sch1。ge1,"First:ntroduction of Tea into"o11and"口 in

T· oun口 Pao, 1900口  Vo1。 1, p。 469。

10 sch1ege1, ibid, p.‘
69。
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price,up to ε10per pound(1b。 冫。13Uhen the EIC"ished to m舀 ke a

present of tea to Char1es ⅡI in 166‘ 口 they "ere ab1e to pΓ oCur0 on1y

21bs2ozJ foΓ
"hich they had to paγ

 eightˉ fiVe shi11ings。 ‰ 1sss
221b.12oz of tea uas bought at the cost of56pounds a宀 ㈠ 17

tⅠ扌:g∴u1J私 :j∶、三}l占lrlJl「 iF庀 1∶∶|161‘ , brought presents to "osCo" from the κhan to the TsaΓ  in 1617J

among 凵hich "ere the fiΓ st samp1es of China tea。 15 1n 1658 an

offiCia1 Russian emb旧 ssy headed by PeΓ fi1∶ eˇ  "as dispatched to

Peking。  "hen he returned home口  he boΓe abundant gifts from China|s

omperor to the Tsar口  among "hich there "ere 乙 pounds of te0。
16

"oⅡ

eveΓ , befoΓe the end of the 17th century tea "as more a C凵 ri0sity

1q"。 :"。Γse,The Chronic1es of the East IndiQ Cow0anˇ Trading

t。 Chinar 1635ˉ 1834, Vo1。 1口  p。 42, Oxford口  1926。

12 A。
IbbetsonJ Tea fΓ om Gro凵 eΓ t0 Consuner口  p。 厶: 1ond°n, 1936。

13 Ge。
Γge F。  Campbe11, China Tea C1ippers, p。 1口  L°ndon, 1974。

14 "。
Γse, ibid口  p。 9。

15 s1adkovskii, ibid' p。
8。

16 ibid口
 pp.11ˉ 12.

98

than a comOdity。

Before the 1720s tea had not beome an important cargo in

EuΓopean ^siatic tΓ ade yet. The E:C imρ orted 143 pounds of tea in

1669 and 793 pounds in 1770J both Here bought in Bandam,17 "here

the Chinese junks arriˇ ed Γegu1ar1y。  :n 1682 the directoΓ s of E:C

dispatched four shiρ s t°  Amoy凵 ith the instructions that they shou1d

puΓChase high-qua1ity tea at the cost of 1口 000 do11ars。
1:  :n 16:4

the Eng1ish 1ost their footho1d in Bandam and turned to Amoy, "acao

and even suΓat for purchasing tea。  ^凵areness of tea becoming moΓ e

importantJ and being imported in 1aΓ ge quantities by priˇ ate persons口

pΓ omρ ted the seˇ enteen directoΓs of the ǒC to send a 1etter to the

Goˇ eΓ noΓ Ḡe宀era1 dated of ^pΓ i1 6' 1685' in "hich it is said that

nobody "。u1d priˇate1y be a11o"ed to bΓ ing tea back to "o11and, and

t"enty thousand pounds of teaJ that "as to be g° °d' fΓ esh and packed

in a propeΓ  "ayJ 凵ere reserˇ ed。
19 T凵 o years 1ater the same quant∶ ty

0f tea 凵as bought in China by the Eng1ish。  In 1687 t凵 o ships of the

EIC sai1ed fΓ om BOmbay foΓ  ^moy口  haˇ ing been to1d that theiΓ  return

inˇestIIlent shou1d inc1ude150picu1s㈠ picu1=153。 31b.冫 0f tea。 29

凵hen the ship Princess came back to 1ondon from ^moy in 1689' the

directoΓs comp1ained that tea had a1ready become a drug on the

17 "。
rse口  Vo1。 1口  p。 9

18 "。
rseJ Vo1.】 , p.48

19 sch1ege1J ibid口
 p。 470.

20 "。
rse口  p。 62

99



market口   except  it  be  superfine and comes  in tubsJ  pots  and

chests.21 ^t the c1ose of 17th century abo山 t 2o口 o00 1b. of te。  a

yearJ on aˇeΓ age口  "as being brought int。  Eng1and。
22 :nteresting1y,

this 凵as 0n1y aneˉ thousandth of the amount being bΓ ought in by the

c1ose of the 18th centuΓ y。  BefoΓe the 18th centuΓ y the E:C had

imported 129,526 pounds of tea fr¤ m China。

Tea imported by EIC from China23

ˉ
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ΥeaΓ    Qvantity

C1b。 )

I冂冂
,冫
<冫Γt price

(pound)

Va1ue      sa1e pΓ ice

(pound)   (pound冫

1669       222

1671       264

1673        44

1678     厶713

1679       乙厶0

1682         7

1685     12070

1686      5055

1688      1666

1689     26200

0.5‘

0。 08

1。 14

0.04

0。 11

o。 19

0.20

0.07

0.11

0.03

120

20

50

207

56

13

2‘ 22

371

177

781

0.80

1.19

o。 07

0.6乙

0.22

o。 26

0。 25

21 ibid口
 p.6厶 6̄5.

22G。
F。  "udson口  EuΓ ooe&China: ^ suΓ ěˇ of their Re1ations from

the Ear1iest times to 1800, p。 260口  Lond° n, 1931。

2乙
 K。  "。 chaudhuri, The TΓ ading "oΓ 1d of ^sia and the Eng1ish

East  India  Comρ any:  1660-1760口  ^ρρendiX  5口   p。 558口   CambΓ idge

University Press' London, 1978。

100

101

1690     3859o          0。
。‘ 1723            0.29

】69:     12228          0.0‘

1692      6Ξ z。          0。 20  

′       ‘71            0· 54
1255            0.22

1697     892,          0.9】
8901    0。

911699     13082          0.12
,589             0.74

tota1   129576

1701

17021

170‘

170‘

1705

】706

171弓

171‘

1717

1718

1719

tota1  2o3508o

o。 15

o。 21

o。 16

o。 24

1.08

o。 1o

o。 06

0.11

o。 09

0.07

o。 o8

0。 o9 183771

121‘ 17

‘弓625

19Ξ95

1997‘

2525

‘6o

1581o7

21弓‘99

弓97532

542443

5161o5

0.26

0。Ξ2

0.48

0.82

o。 57

0.97

The tea fmp。 rtθd int。 Eng1and"as not a11 direct1yb。
ught inChina。

^cc。
Γding t。 凵。

"i1buΓ
n’ s:l ~~ˉ

⋯·口··ulJ ec〔 1y∞ught ir
sss"⒍ “ tea m。 i¨ ¨ ¨ 一哭 帑

丛 迦 迎 狎
"ished in iB,弓

口sss,△ “¤吣¨吐ed什    I了i=\箔
:from ^moˇ  and "。 Hr。。  o【  ,^^  ,

fr?T^m。
y and"adΓ臼s 25,3oo 1b。

ilˉ i
;ndivfdua1s· 41471 1b。  in 169o.24

689;  fΓ。m surat and by

The Dutch ǒC probab1y bought a11 its tea 
∶n Bataˇ ia from

24 cited fr°
m F。 rΓ est' ρ。弓7。
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the Chinese Junks bef° re the 1720s。  The commercia1 intercourse`

bet"een China and Bataˇ ia had been estab1ished a1most as soon as

Bataˇ ia "as estab1ished。  uρ  t° end °f the 17th century there "as a

Chinese sett1e,nent  composed of  about  ten thousand Chinese  in

Bataˇ i臼。
25 
了he Chinese junks started to sai1 fΓ om ^moy, "ingpo,

Canton, "acao in December by the north I【 lonsoon to Bataˇ iaJ 1oading

the carg。 es of tea, "hite a1um, ra"si1k, si1k fabΓ ics, p° rCe1ain and

amongst other things。  The tuΓ noVer of the trade "ith the Junks in

Botoˇ ia dur1ng the f讠 Γst dec臼 des of the 18th century genera11y

disp1ayed a surp1us in faˇ our of the DutchJ ronging fΓ om 100口 0001to

500口 000 f1。 The tea transported by junks "as not on1v for se11ing乒 o

the Dutch "ho 1ater shipped it to Eur° pe口 :but a1so for the Chinese

sett1ement in 由ataˇ ia。 26 F rOcn 1690 to 1718 an aˇ erage of fourteen

Chinese junks annua11y arriˇ ed in Bat臼 ǐa口  but the tea they bΓought

there  "as  on1y  sufficient  to  1oad  one  tea  ship  for  the

"etheΓ
1ands。
27      '

unti1 the ear1y 18th,centuΓ y the quantity of tea consumed in

Europe "as sti11 not significant。  "ot on1y because the teaˉ dΓ inking

2⒌ Hang"eny∶ ng口 chen zenguei and Chen^nni口 Heˉ shu DOngˉ vinˉ du

TOnjˉ zhi shiˉ qi Baˉ cheng"ua。 口iao Renˉ kou Fenˉ xi( ^naIVsis° f Chinese

sett1ement ∶n Batavid in the 卩eriod of the "etheΓ 1ands East :ndia

Company冫 , p。 87口  "anyang Research :nstitute口  Xiamen口  1981。

26 Femme s。
Coastra、  De geschiedenis ǒn de ǒC口  Leiden,

p。 11‘ .

27 J。  de "u11u, "0ˇ er den Ch】 naschen hande1 der Oostindische

Compagnie in de 1e deΓ tig jaar ǎn de 18e eeu""J in Biidra口 en tot de

Taa1ˉ . Landˉ en Vo1kenkunde ǒn "eder1ondsch :ndie(BT1V冫 , V° 1.7了 ,
p。‘2ˉ‘2, Ihe "age口  1917。                     

′
                    '

102
Io3

habit before the ear1y 18th century had stit1 n。
t been p° pu1aΓ 1ˇ

adoρ ted by EuropeansJ but a1so because tea "as to。
 eXpensive f。 Γ the

∶∶∶∶∶∶d∶;∶盐
eih∶ np∶

∶:∶ ∶t(∶ i∶
ht∶

∶
a∶

∶∶t∶∶甘
n∶

n°∶。∶∶∶nc∶∶∶ ∶:。∶;· f∶∶
one 1b. up t。 1719 the Eng1ish prices 。f tea"ere 1o-19shi11ings per
1b °f green tea and 13~19 shi11ings f。

Γ B°hea tea。 29 such pri。 es

置 1Ⅱ 甘 #1芽 ⒕

∶

eJ百

讠 JT⒒ r刂 拈
J taken the p1ace of c。 ffee as the

m。st popu1ar beverage in Eng1and.

Because °f the incΓ easing demand f° r tea in EuΓ ope口  andChina being the on1y p1ace t°
 。btain tea口  the European East Trade

Companies c。 mpeted "ith each 。theΓ  in sending their ěsse1s t。  china
foΓ  suρp1ies。  since the first 。̌yage in 冂698 t。  Cant°nJ the FΓ ench
merchants 。Γganized a China trade c。

mρany (La Compagnie de 1a rnine)
in 17oo t。 engage in the trade' especia11y "ith chine。

 since 17↑ 0 aship "as sent ann凵 a11y °n aˇerage fr。m FΓ ance t。  Canton口  "hi1e from
17】 】 the EIC regu1ar1y sent its ships t°

 China。  The p°rtuf.uese and
spanish kept !heir trade 凵ith China thΓ °ugh theiΓ  c。 1°nies。  In 1722
the Ostend mρ Γchants j° ined t。getheΓ  "ith the Ostend C°mpany "ith a
charter auth° rized by the Emperor char1es VⅡ

 t。 engage in the china
trade。  :n 】729 the Danish East C°

叩
pany "as estab1ished, three yeaΓ

s

⒛
比 1enu jn口

      口№ L.田 gO'∞门
"ch←Amsterdam, 1724ˉ 1727。

‰ 吼 fα跏 m%Dutc卜 灬 忆uc Trad⒍ ,bzO△ 宄o,旧 乙 汛Hage口  1958.

30G。

^。

乩油 ro°kJ Eng"s|— Life in the三 ightenth∞吐旦二y'p.219`st "artin PΓ ess' "e" Υ。Γk, 1955。



1ater the s"edish :ndia CoQany "as createdJ both a1so partiCη 卩旧ted

in the cometeti° n for the tea trade。  up to the 1760s the D1tch kept

aheod in this competetion, a1though 1ater the Eng1ish "ent ahead。

From the 1ast decade of the 18th Century on"ards, the E:C dominated

the tΓade in China tea。 1t "as on1V in 178‘  that the fiΓ st ^merican

ship Come to Cθ nton for the purchase of tea: in the short space of

ten years口  the山mericans beCame the second 1argest tea transporters。

D吱ch trn in dDir-teo
丿

un1ike °theΓ European cOmanies "hich sent ships diΓ ect1y

f亻om Eur。 pe to puΓ chase tea in China,prioΓ  to1乃 7,`the Dutch bought

most of their tea from Chinese junks c¤ ming to Bataˇ i臼 , 0r sent

ěsse1s from Batavia to Canton f0r tea purchase.

Tea did not became an important comodity in the Chinese

junk tΓ ade in Bataˇ ia unti1 1690s。
^s a 
Γu1e the Chinese junks

1eft China in DeCθ mber each year and arriˇ ed in Bataˇ ia in the

January。  :n order to fit the Dutch m旧 rket for sa1es in "oˇ emberˉ

DecemberJ the VOC arranged the so。 ca11ed "afteΓ s̄hips" to 1oad the

tea, so that, they"ere a1so da11θ d "tea ships"。  These ships "ere to

1eaˇ e Batavia for Europe in the February or "arch。  "o"eVer, because

the t0a purchase and 1oading occasiona11y t° °k moΓ e than one month口

or some of the Junks arΓ iˇed in Batavia 1ater than Janu臼 ry 0r

February , not a11 the tea brought by Chinese junks cou1d be 1oaded

in the tea ships。  In such cases the surp1us of tea "as to be 1oaded

on the ordinaΓ y home"ardˉ bound f1eet in the autumn and arriˇed in the

summer of the fo11o"ing year。  ^ccording to G1aIIIann, ha1f the quantity

of the tea purchased in Bataˇ ia"as transpoΓ ted by the tea ships, and

Ⅲ
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ha1f by the ordinaΓ y ships。 31

"umber of ships aΓ
riva1 in Bataˇ ia in 1681ˉ 1750乙 2

(aveΓ age per annvm)

Chinese junks★ PoΓ tuguese ships     t。 ta1

1681ˉ 1690

1691ˉ 1700

1701ˉ 17】 0

1711ˉ 1720

1721ˉ 1730

1751ˉ 1740

9。 7

q,。 5

11

15。 6

16.4

17.7

1.8

1。 6

2。 9

5.9

9

4.8

q】 。5

13.1

1‘ 。1

19.5

25.‘

22.5

★ There 凵ere n0 Chinese junk arriva1s in 1718 and 1721.

^s tea prices in the European frlaΓ
kets ueΓ e so high compaΓ ed

凵ith the prices  in Batavia and Canton口   the tea trade 凵as ěry

profitab1e, many of the VoC· s seΓ Vants 凵ere peΓ sona11y invo1ˇ ed in

the tea tΓ ade。

PΓ ice f1uctuation in "o11and:★

F1。  ρer Dutch pond

ΥeaΓ s Bohea tea Green tea

31 G1amann, p.507ˉ
308。

52L。 na门 B1usso∶ strange COImanˇ :Chinese“ tt1eΓs,"e川 ⒛
凵0men and the Dutch in VOC BataVia口  p。 125口  LeidenJ 1986。
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〓

1714ˉ 19

】720ˉ 29

4.60ˉ 8.44

2.09-3.78

3.25-5

1.21-4.11

Eng1ish pΓ ices of tea in QCtobeΓ  1719★

shi11ings:ρ ence per Eng1ish 1b。

Bohea tea

Green tea

13 s 6 d。 -ˉ 20 s

9 s 2 d。 -ˉ 20 s
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ostend prices of Bohea tea in 1725-28★

F1。  peΓ  Dutch pond

1725 1726  2。 58 1728   弓。97

Cost-priCes of Bohea tea at Bataˇ ia in 1717ˉ 33★

F1. per Dutch pond

1717-1719

1720-1721

1722-1729

1730-1733

2。 51ˉ 1.58

2.79-1.9‘

】。66-0.90

1.67-0.35

souΓ ce口  Κ。C1amann口  p.222-226' p。 3】 0。

★ Chinese tae1s of si1veΓ  are conˇ eΓ ted into F1。

at 1 tae1〓 3.厶 7 F1。

Chinese picu1s aΓ e conveΓ te- into Dutch ponds

at 1 picu1=125 ponds

}

t∵
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107

:n the years at  the end of the 】7th Century and the
beginning °f the 18th centuΓyJ about 750 picu1s 。f tea "ere brought

to Batavia each year' 。ne thiΓ d 。f 凵hiCh 凵as so1d to the Company口  。ne

∶∶∶∶:mRl∶∶∶∶3s∶丨:∶∶∶∶h:∶hf1∶ut∶‖l;I。∶
n;。

∶
h廴

甘:;;jJl:ls∶∶e∶
°
∶∶∶

oΓders t°  f°Γbiden the i11ega1 tea tΓ ade by the seΓ ǎnts  from 1685口
ho凵 eˇ eΓ , it Γesu1ted in 1itt1e effect.

The  increasing  demand  in  EuΓ opean  maΓ kets  and  the
competiti° n 凵ith ostend C。 mpany pΓ 。duced a Γapid increase in the
quantities of tea 。rdered by the direct° rs 。f the VOC in the 1720s。

ln1715they had ordeΓ ed。n1y sO'000-/O,o00ponds of teaJ in1719the

order "as incΓ eased to moΓ e than 200口 000 ponds口  but by 1728口  6oo口 o0o

;∶::∶ ,滞 :。犭 百
⒋ and曲 e fd腼 η yea△

""as阳
沁ed∞

"eΓ

e the VoC c。 u1d benefit from doub1e profits fΓ °m the
trade 凵ith Chinese Junks in Bataˇ ia in the beglnning of 18th century。

凵hen other EuΓ °peans traˇ e11ed t。 China t° buy tea "ith bu11ion and

opecie, "hich 凵eΓ e the most marketab1e cofrmdities in Asiatic trade'

the VOC used 1ndonesian and Indian goods instead of puΓ
chasing tea

凵ith si1ver.  They actua11y made more 
ρrofits fr。m the sa1e of

tropica1 pΓ oducts t°  Chinese meΓ chants than 。n the merchandise they
purchased from them。 ^mong the tΓ 。pica1 products the VOC c。 u1d offeΓ
Chinese meΓ chantsp the m° st impoΓ tant凵 as peppeΓ . The VoC,sc。 ntΓaCts
foΓ  pepρeΓ 凵ith the princes of Bandam and ρa1embang in 17oo resu1ted

in a surp1us' 凵hiCh Cou1d n。 t be s。 1d in India, s°  a 1arge quantity

35 L。
 :1usso, p.125。

34 G1amannJ p。
22o。 221。
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of this "0s so1d to Chinese Junks。  5 In the fiΓ st decades of the

18th century, such trade brou臼 ht a surp1us of 100J000-500口 000 Ft。  in

faVour of Dutch。  凵hereas, "hen otheΓ  EuΓ opeans benefited fΓ om se11ing

the tea they had bought most1y"ith si1ˇ eΓ口 the VOC cou1df1lade doub1e

profits from its trade "ith the Chinese junks口  name1y, the pΓ ofits

fΓgm se11ing peppeΓ  to Chinese and tea to EuΓ opeans。

凵hen the Chinese goveΓ nment rea1ised just ho"pΓ osperous the

VOC|s tΓ ade"ith Chinese Junks in BataVia "as becolling口  it proc1aimed

a prohibition on the Chinese junks fr¤ m sai1ing to south China sea。

:n 1717 the emperor κangxi decΓ eed,"Beyond the sea口  Batavia is the

anChoΓ age for the ships of Redˉ haired BarbaΓ ians(Dutch冫 : Luzon is the

anchoΓ age for the ships of UesteΓ n Ocean country(spain)。  :n both

p1aces bandits are numerous。  Our peop1e of tHe interioΓ  "ishing to

gain profits usua11y remain there. "e 1Ilust preˇ ent this。 "36 0nce

the Chinese junks "ere no 1ongeΓ  peΓmitted to come to BataViaJ the

VOC had to buy the tea transpoΓ ted by the Portuguese fΓ om "acao at

much higher pΓ ices than they had been paying to the junks. ^1though

this prohibition Ⅱas forIIla11y 1ifted in 1727 by the petitions of

Fujian 1oca1 authority口 37 the chinese junks had actua11y ΓesLIned

sai1ing to Bataˇ ia in 1723。

35 ibid, p。
216。

36  Qing  shi  Lu(  DocuIlenta1  chΓ onic1es  of  Qing  dynasty冫 口

Vongzh‘ ng reignpeΓ iod, ch。 58' p。 32a-乙3a。

57 see the memoria1s of the Gao Qizuo in 1727, the GovernoΓ ˉ

CeneΓ a1 of Fujian and zheJiang ρr°vinces。  :n zhuˉ pi Υuˉ zhi(Co11ecti° n

of the empeΓ oΓ ΥongzhenIs edicts冫 口 V。 1.46, the yeaΓ  of 1727。

108

109

"umeΓ
 °f junks arΓ iˇ ing 1n 8ataˇ ia "ith p。rts °f °Γg1ns3:

years    t。 ta1
^moy "inpo

Canton others

1721-25   46

1726-弓 o   79

1731-55   88

17弓6-4o   82

17‘冂-45   ‘1

1746ˉ 5o★  57

21

4弓

46

55

27

27

16

17

12

6

4

2

2

8

23

15

8

g

7

11

7

6

2

tota1  ‘7乙     219

★ The figures of 1746 and 17‘ 7 are missing。

sa1es of tea in "ρ 11and by the aucti°n °f the ǑC 1721~2939
(in Dutch pounds冫

year year

s=

1721      94917

1722     238611

1725     295142

1724     18‘ oo7

1725     249074

1726

1727

1728

1729

192247

200912

20‘062

157005

ρapieΓ en  series'  Ǒc

弓8 :ased 
°n Oˇ ergek°men Br1eˇ en en

aΓchiˇesJ cited frofn: L。  B1uss6, p。 1‘ 6。

39 G1amlannJ p。
225。
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凵e don|t kno" exact1y h。
" much te。

 "as brought by the
Chinese jVnks into Batavia annua11y。  It segns to haˇ e Γeached its
peak in the1乃 0s。

^c∞
rdinng to"r.James"aish,the chief of th。

Counci1 °f the EIC·  supercaΓ g。 s t。  Canton, the tea aΓ riˇing in
Bataˇ ia in 173o in t凵 enty Junks fΓ °m zhoushan, ^moy and Canton, and
six ships from "aca°

' "as about 25,o00 picu1s; ^m° ng these 5口 5oo
p;cu1s "as foΓ  the 1° ca1 c°nsumρtion, the °ther "as f° r shipment t。
EuΓope。
40 :n 1732 about 3o,oo0 picu1s of tea had been iη

ported by
Chinese junks into Batavia。‘1 ^t the beginning °f the 17乙 0s, the
Dutch priˇ ate tΓ aders in Bataˇ ia Purchased tea °n a greateΓ  sca1e
than the CgmPany’ s puΓ chase。  In ans"er to a query from the G° ěrnorˉ
Cenera1 and C。 unci1 t° the 17directoΓ s, the size° f the pΓ iˇate tea
trade "as given。  The quantity°f tea imported by the pΓ iˇ ate tΓ aders
to the"etheΓ 1ands 凵as about 2o,000 picu1s on aˇ erage per year。  "a1f
of this quantity"as c° nsidered as "ρ Γivate tonnage" of the servants

of the Comany'the se∞nd ha1f uas siugg1ed.绽 :n the same period
the Comρ any °n1y bought about one third 。f the quantity °f the
pΓ iˇate traders。  :t "as estimBted that the annua1 supp1ies 。f tea by
the Chinese Junks 凵as about 3o,ooo p1cu1s。  3

40 "。
rse, ǒ1。 9口  p。 197。

41 1。
b1uss6, ρ。136。

‘2 c1a11nnn, 
ρ。2弓9.

‘3Hemorie boekˇ
an pakhuismeesteren van de thee te^J【 sterdam口

1818-1918■ en de"eder1andsche theehande1in den1° oD der tiJden口
p。 35' Amsterdam "。 D。  cited fr° m: G1awnnn, p。 2‘ 0。

工工o

111

Tea purchased by Voc at Bataˇ
ia (aˇerage per annum冫 44

years              picu1s
ǎ1ue(Γ ixdo11aΓ s冫

17o1ˉ 1710          400

1731ˉ 17‘ 0         60‘ :
1⒎卜 1zso 81o
1751-1760            0

yea Γs

46215

】84oo5

149023

16347

o

net pr° fits(f1。 冫

Ⅱ
en  ρaρieren  series口  Ǒc

1711ˉ 172o

1721o1730  、
745

3459

^1th°
ugh the junk trade in Bataˇ

ia "as prosρ er。us, the 17direct。rs 凵as n0t satisfied凵 ith the quantity and qua1ity°
f teθ fromBataˇ ia "hen c° nsidering their c° mpetiti°n "ith 。ther Eur°ρeanΓiˇ a1s。  They t° °k a decisi°n t° carry° ut the direct tΓ ade"ith chinaand send ships t。  canton f° r the purchase °f tea。  Bet"een 1728~173‘e1even ships 凵eΓ e sent fr° m the "ether1ands direct1y t°
 canton口  t"o°f them 凵eΓe "recked °n their departure, "hi1e the 

。theΓ  nine shipsbr。ught tea, porce1ain, si1k, teXti1es back and rBde gΓ

eat profits。

丫ears 。f departure'return and pΓ
。fits

0f the nine ships t°
 cant° n45

names °f ships

‘4 Based
on Oˇ ergek°men

archiˇ es。  cited fr¤m: L。 B1uss‘
'

45 De "u11u' ibid' p。
116。

8r1eˇen

p。 137。



1728/29

1729/31

1750'乙 2

17弓 2/Ξ3

1752/3‘

175‘

'35

CoxhoΓ n

ouifje

Le、 diunJ CoXhoΓ n

KnappenhofJ 丫ρenrode

Le1dium口  Voordu1n

"oordˉ
Uo1fsbeΓgen

32‘厶71

2121/s

423114

厶5170弓

565550

‘576厶6

The

ponds of tea

tota1 Va1ue

tota1    2乙弓‘‘59

f【lajoΓ caΓ g0 0f these nine ships consisted

to the va1ue of f1。 1,7‘弓,9‘5, "hich shares

of the Γeturn cargoes。

v∶

∶∶∶h∶∶∶sρ∶∶
c∶

l∶∶∶
e∶

i∶∶ ∶∶∶p∶∶f∶!;46
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yeaΓs tota1 ǎ1ue  ,   tea ǎ1ue        % of tea in t0ta1

1728/29

1729/弓 1

1730/弓 2

1732/3乙

1732/3‘

17‘‘/35

286902

2乙49乙 2

52‘953

562622

4厶8369

乙04‘05

242‘02

2056乙 0

乙30996

397‘ 66

乙36881

2乙2565

85.1

Bs。 7

63.1

70.7

75.2

76.4

tota1 2360】‘1 174乙 9‘ 5

‘6 J。 Γg口 ^ppendix 8口  p。 217. The

凵as unkno凵 n in J0rg· s b00k口  I used the

yearsl figures instead of it。

73。 9

specificat;0n of the year

figures of the aveΓ age of

17乙‘

1ast

112
113

^1though the direct 
ǒyages From AmsteΓ dam to Canton seelns

to haVe been ρrofitab1e, the Chinese merchandise had to be puΓ chased

凵ith si1ˇ er because there "ere no △larketab1e Dutch commodities for

1he Chinese rlarket。  since the Company had a great shortage of

bu11ionJ and the cre凵 s and rlerchants of the ships prov0d to be prone

to smugg1ing' as "e11 as the continued opposition from the Bataˇ ia

GoˇernJnent and some otheΓ  po"erfu1 figuΓes in the ǑC, the decision

to abandon the diΓ ect trade 凵ith China "as 11nde by 17 diΓectors in

17‘ 4. Instead of the direct ǒyages' the 17derectors stimu1ated t"o

deve1oρments' sending t"o ships from Bat莒 ǐa and encouragernent of the

junk trade。   In the fo11o"ing yeaΓ s the China trade ǐa Bataˇ ia

prospered and the profits "ere at first higher than the direct tΓ ode

from ^msterdam to Canton口  7 the Chinese Junks brought more tea to

BataVia, "hich then sent to the "etheΓ 1ands by priˇ ate indiˇ idua1s

in the CompanyIs shiρ s. 1n 1747 three extra ships beyond the norma1

three foΓ  the cOmpanyDs tΓ ¤de "eΓe sent fΓ om Batavia to Canton to

puΓchase 15口 Ln00 picu1s of tea for pΓ ivate individua1s。
4:

"o"eˇ
eΓ J both the Junk trade in Bataˇ ia and the Dutch

shipIs trade in Canton dec1ined Γespectiˇe1y in the1740s and 1750s。

First1y, the Chinese junk trade dec1ined after 1740 on"ardsJ the

massacΓ e of the Chinese in Bataˇ ia in this year ki11ed a1most a11 the

Chinese in Bataˇ ia do"nto"n。  This ,nssaCre of the Chinese not on1y

Γeduced the popu1ation "ho c° nsumed tea、  but a1so resu1ted in the

destΓuction of the Chinese tea tΓ ade net"ork in Batav1a。  the Chinese

‘7 J。  de "u11u,"De :nste11ing ǎn de commissie ǒor den hande1

deΓ  00stˉ :ndische Compagie op China in 1756"口  in BiJdΓ agen tot de

Taa1ˉ . Land-en Vo1kenkunde ǎn "edeΓ 1andsch Indie(BTLV冫 , V01.79'
192‘ 口 p。 25弓。

‘: J0rg, p。
28。
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brokers and otheΓ  key figures had been either ki11ed or banished。
‘9

:n the 1740s the supp1ies of tea by the Chinese junks dΓ af11atica11y

decreased, the Company puΓchased on1y one seˇ enth of the tea from

Chinese junks on aveΓ age per annum cOmpared"ith the pΓ eˇ ious decade。

The tea tΓ ade in Batavia came to an end in 1750s。  second1y' the sa1es

of  the  trop∶ c臼 1  pΓ°ducts  by  the  Comρ any  encountered  stΓ ong

competition in Canton "ith the EIC, "hich Γesu1ted in the reduction

of prices and deC1ine in profits。  The VoC ho 1onger had a monopo1y

on these goods in China· s △laΓ ket。  The Eng1ish carried moΓ e tΓopica1

products 1ike pepper and tin, Copper口  "hiCh hod eˇ en been brought to

Canton by Dutch ships' from India and Further :ndia to Canton in

competition "ith the Dutch tra-eΓ . :n 17z8口  the Eng1ish ship Prince

of "a1es "as dispatched thΓ ee months bef0re the otheΓ s in order th。 t

she might take in a 1oading of peppeΓ  at BanjaΓ I1lassi n, heΓ  stock on

aΓ riˇing at Canton consisted of 3112 picu1s,of pepper, 50 tons of

1ead and 16J000 do11ars in si1veΓ 。50 ThiΓd1y, the qua1ity of tea

and speed of shipping "ere a ǐta1 e1ement of profits。  There had 1ong

been comp1aint that the tea、 brought by chinese junks to Bataˇ ia "eΓ e

the Γemains of the tea unso1d in Canton口  and the ships from Batavia

to Canton had  often  aΓ rived  in  EuΓ ope behind  their  EuΓ opean

competitors。  1n 1751 the t凵 0 additiona1 ships 1aden "ith "ordinaΓ y

Bohoa tea" aΓ riˇed in the "ether1ands口  the sa1e pΓ ices "ere 40ˉ 50%

49 F。 r examp1e, Chinese Captain "i "oekongJ the most imρ ortant

merchant in porce1ain and tea trade in Batavia口  凵as banished to the

is1and of ^mbon。  seeJ B。  "oetink口  "i Hoekong冖  Kapitein der Chinezen

te Batavia in 17‘ 0, in BTLV, ǒ1.74J 1918J p.501。

50 "。
rse, Vo1。 1″  p。 262。

114 115

be1o凵  th0se  °f  c° mρetitors。 51  了hose  e1ements  menti° ned  aboˇe
Γesu1ted in the decisi° n t°  resume direct trade "ith China in 1757.

:n °rder t。  prepare f° Γ direct trading the 17 diroct° rs
estab1ished a "Chinese C° mmittee", "hich "as granted thF auth° rity
to△Iake deCisi° ns and take any necessary steps re1ated t°

 this trade。
1n1zs7t"° ships'the s1° oten and smaΓ zaamheid,uere sent from

"o11and t。
Canton。 unfoΓ tunate1vJ the sDaoΓΞaamheid became stuck in

ice because °f the hard fr° st、  °n1y the s1° °ten reached Cant° n。 T"e
tota1 ǎ1ue of its return shipment "。 s f1.57o口 727, 69% °f 凵hiCh tea

"as, name1y f1.279,9o1。
:n the f° 11°

"ing years口 
弓̄ 4 ships °naˇerage per annum"ere sent fr° m

Ho11and t°  Cant° n。  The Dutch China trade benefited fr。 m the "seˇ en
丫ears| uar" (1756ˉ 63冫 。 During this "ar peri° d, fe"er Eng1ish 。nd
scandinaˇ ian ships arriˇ ed in C。nt°n, uhi1e on1y °ne French ship
aΓ riˇed in China in 1757口 52the Dutch encountered 1ess c°

mpetiti°n
in Cant。 n and c° nsequent1yI【 nde more profits。  :n 17s7ˉ 1763 the Dutch
Canton trade mnde a annua1 profit °f 13‘。9% °n aˇ eΓ a0e。  :n 1758 the
Dutch ρvΓchased f1.777口 4o9 °f teo in C。 。t°n and made 196 % gr° ss
profit。 53 :n the 

ρeriod 166oˉ 168os, a1though there "eΓ e fe"er Outch
ships than the Eng1ish口  their t。nnage of e臼 Ch shiρ "as 1arger and
carried more tea than the Eng1ish。

C¤mparisi° n 。f numbers and t°nnoges °f Eng1ish

51 J°
Γg口  p。 34。

au xv∶∶:∶ o∶ l∶∶l∶∶
ml∶

l【∶J
53 J。
rg, p。 81, ρ。212。



and Dutch ships in Caton in 176】 1̄78054

Eng1ish   shipβ

Vears  numbers tonnages average

Dutch  ships
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1761ˉ 65   66   乙2580

1766ˉ 70   74   56653

1771。 75   89   45751

1776ˉ 80  100   59884

493.6

495。 5

51‘

598。 8

15

19

21 氵

20

12‘ 50

17300

17‘ 00

97550

830

910.5

830.5

Bs7,5

Ho凵eveΓ 口 "hen otheΓ  εuΓ oρean covntries reviVed their China

trades afteΓ  the "seˇ en ΥeaΓs 凵aΓ ", the gross profits °f the Dutch

china tΓade decΓeased to 76.2% on aˇ erage in 1765ˉ 1780.55 凵hen the

"FouΓ th Ang1oˉ Dutch 凵ar" broke out in 1880j three of the four Dutch

ships "hich 1eft Canton in January 1781 "ere captured in sa1danha

Bay, the fourth "as set on fire and sank on the sρ ot。  :n oΓ der to

continue the profitab1e China trade the VoC sent the ships undeΓ  a

neutΓ a1 f1ag, three Prussian ěsse1s in the name of an ^I【 lsteΓ dam

meΓ chant "eΓe hired by the VOC and dispatched to Canton in 1782口  but

t凵0 0f thefn 凵eΓ e 10st on the "ay. :n the fo11o"ing yeaΓ  t"o FΓ ench

shi ps 凵eΓ e hired in safrle "ay. The "aΓ  "ith the Eng1ish resu1ted in

the 1ack of sufficient capita1 to eXpand the tea tΓ ade in Canton

"hite the delmnd foΓ
 tea "as gΓ o凵 ing in EuΓ ope, and the Eng1ish 凵ere

Γapid1y increasing their purchase of tea in Canton. "oreoˇ er, the

"orst setback but not the 1ast口
 Ⅱas the end of tea srugg1ing to

54 Derm1gny口
 Vo1.2口  p。 522ˉ 523。

55 J。
Γg口  p。 212ˉ 215。

116 117

Eng1and。  ^ great dea1 of the t● a shi卩ρed by the Dutch "as then

smugg1ed into Eng1and"hen the E:C cou1d not meet the home demand for

tea。  During the midˉ 18th century ‘̄ 7.5 mi11ion pouds °f te臼 "●re

sJugg1ed into Eng1and annu臼 11y frgm the coasts of FΓ ance口 "o11and ond

scand;naˇ ia。
56 :n 
。Γder to counteΓ  smugg1ing the British p旧 r1iameht

p8ssed the "^ct of Commutation" in 178‘ , bV Hhich the taxes oo tea

凵ere reduced from about 100% to 12.5%。  But the E:C Cou1d n° t ship

sufficient tea itse1f to meet the domestic dgInnd in the fe" years

after 178‘ , and this a11o"ed the DutCh/to take advantage of the

situation and supp1y tea t。 the E:C on a1arge sco1e。 57Tho Dutch

then gradua11y 1ost its 1argest rnrket in Europe, and from 1788

on"ards, the quantity of tea transpoΓ ted f卜 om Canton by the Dutch to

Europe deCreased draJ【 ntica11y。  In 1788 the Dutch pvrchased 弓1,弓‘7

picu1s of tea in Canton, "hich "as sti11 on the purchasing 1eve1 of

56凵
。
^。

 Co1e estifIlated the tota1 i11ecit sa1es of tea in Britain

凵eΓe a good dea1 1ess than seˇ en mi11ion p° unds 臼 year。  On the eˇ e

of the Communtation ^ct i11ega1 sa1es of tea probab1y amounted to

some"here bet"een fouΓ  and six mi11ion pounds a yeaΓ 。 "。
^。

 Co1e口

TΓends in Eighteenˉ CentuΓˇsmugg1ing口  in Economic"istoΓ ˇReˇ ie凵 , 2nd
seΓ iOsJ 。̌1.10口  p。 ‘05冖  1957ˉ 58。 ^ccording to Dermigny, the quantity

sJrugg1ed to be about seˇ en and a ha1f mi11ion pounds a year.
DeΓmigny, ibid口  Vo1。 2口  p。 ‘7乙 6̄7‘。

57 ^ g卜 oup of ^msterdam merchants under the 宀ome 。f the firm

J∶ J. Vo^ute en zoonen contro1ed ha1f of the tea export from the

continent into Britain in1784。  :n the fo11o"ing year they contro11ed

a1most a11 the tea from the Continent for the,IaΓ ket of Britain。 Over

the yeaΓ s of 178‘ 8̄6 these merchants so1d 8,000,000 pounds of tea to

BΓ itish口  "hich supρ 1ied a1most 40% of the tea F1nΓ kets in BΓ itain。

see: Broeze, p。 134。



the pΓ evious decode,  in 179b this numbeΓ  凵as Γeduced to 17口 1乙0

picu1s。  :n the same ye。 r the Eng1;sh purchased 148,931 picu1s of

tea(1‘8,250 picu1s by the E!C and 681 ρicu1s by the priˇ ate traders

from 1ndia冫 口 "hich "as a1most t"o times more than the quantity of

1783, the yeaΓ  just befoΓ e the "^Ct of COJInutation"。

ouantities of tea purchases by Eng1ish and Dutch

in 1787ˉ 1794 (picu1s冫
5:
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★ :nc1uding the E:C and the country tΓ adeΓ s。

Purchased on1y 11,弓 87         Picu1s of tea for the

:n 1787ˉ 179‘ 。

But the 1atter

1ndian rlarkets

In 1795 the FΓ ench ∶nˇaded "o11and and the Bataafse Repub1ic

"as estab1ished, then the "ar "ith Britain broke 9ut 0nd resu1ted in
a ha1t of the trade "ith China。  :n 1798 the ǒC, one of tⅡ e 1。 rgest

tΓading corPanies eˇ er to exist f0r 197 VeaΓ s in the "or1d, "as

58 "。
Γse口  Vo1.2, Chapter XL::ˉ L口  p。 136ˉ 256。

】】8 1△ 9

disso1ˇed and a11 its Γights and ob1igations "ere takeo oˇ eΓ by the

stote。  The first Dutch ship "as sent after the "ar to Canton in 1802

and purchosed 2,290 picu1s of teo。 59 :t segIls there "ere t"o ships

in Canton in the some year, "hich probab1y be1onged to the Dutch。
60

In the fo11o"ing yeoΓ  the "ar broke out again and no ships cou1d be

sent to China。  Before 1795 "o11and· s domestic tea l1nrket "as about

2O,000ˉ 25,000 chests of tea, this f【 nrket "as gradua11y supp1ied by

the^mericans since the Dutch China trade cou1d not continue during

the "ar yeors and the ρo1itica1 upheaˇ a1。  The tea suρ ρ1y for the

DutCh market "as a1most comp1ete1y contro11ed by the Americans unti1

1809。  Once the "etheΓ 1ands "as freed from French occupQtion, one of

the most important decisions 【【Bde by "i11i臼 m :, the king of the

"ether1onds口
 "as to restore the tea trode。  :n 2乙  "臼 rCh, 1815 a te臼

tΓode company(de "eder1andsche Geoctroijeerde"aatschapρ ij ǒor den

Chineschen Theehande1冫  "as estab1ished。  :n the same year t"o Dutch

ships aρρeared in Cθ nton, one of them brought 92,000 do11ars of

si1ˇer, but ρurchosed on1V 5,1乙 1 picu1s of tea。
61  The DutCh Cou1d

offeΓ  neither bu11ion nor m臼 rketab1eI【 lerchondises except Leiden"oo1s

od s"o11oⅡ nest foΓ  teo, they "ere not ab1e to comete "ith the

Eng1ish and ^mericans口  uho smugg1ed opium into China 臼nd earned

sufficient in that "ay for the purchase of tea。  :t seems that the tea

trode "as no 1onger pΓ ofitab1e foΓ  the Dutch。  :n the fo11oⅡ ing vear

59This Dutch ship"as for the count of the Bataafse goˇ
ernment

and did not came back the "ether1ands。  see, Broeze, p。 172。

60 :n 1802 the shiρ
 "enrietta uder the Prussian f1ag had a

Dutch supercargo, the "ambuΓ g shiρ  01s°  had a Dutch supercargo。

"oΓ

se, ǒ1.2, p。 乙89。

61 "。
rse, Vo1.3,p。 228。



t凵o Dutch ships "ere sent to Canton。  ^1though there "ere 61 Dutch

ships arrivθ d in Canton in 1816ˉ 18彐‘, the tea transactions occuΓ red

on1y thΓ ee times, and a1together ?8,991 picu1s of tea"ere purchased,

according  to  "orse。 62  :n  18弓 0  the  Dutch  deCided  to  Cease

transpoΓ ting tea from China, and those"ho had been supρ 1ied"ith tea

by the Dutch no"turned to offering tea to"o11and, the Dutch Chinese

tea tΓade fina11y came to an end。

Dutch tea ρuΓchases in Canton(1729-18弓 0冫
63

Years shiρ s   Quantity(picu1s冫     va1ue(f1。 )

牮

 
 
 

≡瑚

l
t
{
ψ

ψ

丶

1729-乙乙

1734ˉ 40

1741ˉ 48

1749ˉ 55

1756ˉ 62

176乙 -69

1770ˉ 77

1778ˉ 84

1785ˉ 91

1792ˉ 98

1799ˉ 1806

1807ˉ 13

1814-20

2985

s0T0

15133

2107‘

16441

28566

3‘818

18720

30625

9985

286

1521

1511391

2358582

573590乙

10616287

8200179

1347乙 71‘

13793822

8786535

16419‘90

8

11

29

31

2冂

25

弓弓

16

28

9

1

‘

62."。
rse, Vo1.4Jp。 185, p。 223, p。 325。

63 s。 urces: The figures of the first and second co1umns come

fΓom DeΓ migny, Vo1.2口  p。 521-525, p。 539 and"oΓ se; the figures of the

third co1umn come from J0rg口  p。 217ˉ 220口  co1cu1ated by author。

120 121

1821ˉ 27    8

1828-33    51

17】 乙

7ssB

E口g1冂 sh 了Γadb in Chinese tea

By the end of the 17th centuΓ y tea∶ had become fashionab1e in

Eng1and。  But it "as sti11 a 1uⅨ urious comodity and凵 as on1y consumed

by the"ea1thy c1ass.ue don‘ t kno凵 tⅡF Γea1reason for the Eng1ish

faˇouring the particu1ar meΓ its of tea, "hich became the nationa1

drink not 1ater than 1740s。  :t "as said the Γeason that tea had

supp1anted coffee in this countΓ y is the Eng1ish impotience "ith the

aΓ ts of Cooking口 coup1ed"ith=the corpaΓ atiˇe ease凵 ith "hiCh tea Can

be prepared foΓ  use。 6‘  Due to the Eng1ish 1iking foΓ  tea drinking

and the reduction of tea pΓ ices because of the com卩 etition bet"een

the European :ndian Corpanies, Eng1and became the 1aΓ gest tea JIIarket

;n Europe fΓ om the beginning of 18th centuΓ y. ^t f∶ rst si1k "as the

most prized eXchange c¤ mmodity in the Eng1ish China trode。  :n 1716

thΓ ee ships of E:C ca11ed at Canton and t"o of them "eΓ e wnin1y

10aded 凵ith tea。 65 since by then tee had taken the 1ead in the

EIC|s inˇestment in ChinoIs commodities。  Tea "as the on1y aˇai1ab1e

artic1e "hich cou1d be used universa11y and "as profitab1e "ithout

competing against the home wIanufactures of any European fIlaritime

s0

D rinks",

C。  "。  Denyer,

1n The Econom1c
"The Consumption of
Journa1J Vo1.5口

"o。

9J

ss Th占
shi。 "st卜 inge卜 ""as fi1ied· Ⅱith

to ship solne on the boaΓ d of the "susanna"口

picu1s of tea。  HorseJ Vo1.1, p。 157.

to0mnch tea that she had

"hich had caΓ
Γied 1口 565

Tea and other stap1e

ρ·39, "ar0h口  1895。
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nation。  Tea and porce1ain(used as ba11ast and teaˉ dri口king "aΓ es冫

"ere a1most the on1v rg1nining out1et for keeping the East :ndia
voyages a paving proρ ostion。 66 The Γapid and vast expansion of the

China tea trode resu1ted in the creation of ne"East :ndia Cmpanies。

The Ostend COJponv "os set up in 1717 by the decree of the Emperor

of  Vienna,  a1though  it  "as  aCtua11y  for  the benefit  of  his

"ether1ands subjects, the Danish East COJpanv"臼
s estab1ish●d in 1729

and the s"edish :ndia Companv"as created in 17乙 2。 了he ne"comanies

together "ith the existing ones, such as Dutch and French Coman1es口

did not haˇ e 1arge enough domestic m臼 Γkets for tea, and a11 of them

reˉ exported their tea to other European countries: Eng1and "as the

most important destination for such reˉ exportation。  The E:C, since

it "as Chartered "ith the monopo1y of China tΓ ade口  therefore had to

compete "ith otheΓ  Compθ nies not on1y in the share of tea purchasing

in China口  but a1so in the shaΓ e of the domestic Iunrket for tea。  :n

1720 the Court of the E:C issued instructions to the supercargoes of

the four ships dispatched to Canton, that they shou1d get to Canton

before the Ostenders and try to secure or contΓact for a11 the

pr0CuΓ臼b1e tea, and so depriVe the Ostenders of tea。  "o"eˇ er, the

Eng1ish ships arriˇθd at Canton after the t"o Ostend ships, and the

ostenders had natura11y purchased ot1 the tea they required口  so that

the  Eng1ish  cou1d on1γ  buy  tea  at  a  high  pΓ ice and pooreΓ

qua1ity。
67 ^1th。ugh the Ostend Comany "as disbanded under the

pressuΓ e of the Eng1ish口  Dutch, French and PΓ ussian goveΓ nments in

1732,  the ne"ˉ estab1ished companies in scandinaˇ ia and the o1d

66 ChΓ istian κoninckx口  The First and seCond Charters of the
s凵edish East India Comoanˇ (17乙 1ˉ 1766), p。 2‘ 1口  Be1gium, 1980。

67 "orse, Vo1.1, p。
162ˉ 163。

122
123

continenta1 COJpanies 1ikeˇ oC冖 and the French Cgmρ QnV, c¤mpetθd"ith

the E:C in purchasing teo in Canton ond● sρecio11y in the Eng1ish tea

r1arkets by smugg1ing tea into Eng1and。  Prior to 178‘ duties on tea

1ega11y imported into Britain amounted to 65%ˉ 125% of the origin臼 1

C0st。

Rate of teo duty(percentage of the net 0ost冫 6:

Vears

1726ˉ 30

1731ˉ 35

17乙 6ˉ‘o

1741ˉ‘5

1746ˉ 50

1751ˉ 55

1756ˉ60

%

B0

110

125

119

zs

B0

B=

years

1761ˉ 65

1765-67

1768ˉ 72

177乙 7̄5

1776ˉ 80

1780-B=

%

9=

95

65

101

10弓

110

ˉ ˉ ˉ 0ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ o~~~ˉ ˉ ˉ oˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ oˉ ˉ ˉ oˉ ˉ ~~~0~0ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ~~ˉ ˉ _ˉ ~ˉ ˉ ˉJ~ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ˉ ~00

"ith much 1o"e∫
 import taxes and 1arger ships than the

British uhich resu1ted in 1o" freight and the other charges口  the
continenta1 COmanies cou1d ship 1arge quantities of tea into Eng1and

by i11ega1 methods and easi1y d灿 mp it on Eng1ish markets。

Bohea tea p冖 ices ηn Canton and EuΓ ope★ 69

Canton     ^msteΓ dam     "ambouΓg London

68 c。
1e' p。 399.

69 Derminy, Vo1.2, p。
551。
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1719ˉ 25

1726ˉ 33

17乙 4ˉ 40

17‘ 1ˉ 48

1749ˉ 55

1756ˉ 62

1765ˉ 69

1770ˉ 77

1778ˉ 8厶

弓1.2

20

13j7

13.9

16。 乙

15.8

17.2

13。 9

1乙 。‘

2.74

2口 43

1.31

1.16

0.89

1.04

1.12

0。 95

1.10

乙0.05

32。 58

2‘。s0

26.59

23。 70

19.29

21.98

3.‘5

2.Bs

5.12

2.69

2.41

2.46

★ Canton: a picu1 and tae1s口  ^msteΓ dam: a Dutch pound(〓 494gΓ。冫 and

f1。 、 HambouΓ g: a 1b。 (=484 or。 冫 and shi11ings, London: a 1b. and

shi11ings。

凵hen these COmρanies shiρ ped tea froln China, it "as usua11y

so1d at auctions  in their o"n countΓ ies口  then the paΓ t of tea

destined foΓ  Eng1and fΓom each countΓ y fo11o"ed specia1 routes to
|particu1ar 

。Γeas of Britain。  The Dutch shipped tea fΓ om^msterdam to

the south∶ Eng1and, the French start⑦ d from L0Γ ient, "antes and 1ater

frgm Roscoff口  to the east口  south and "est Eng1and。  The s"edish and

Danish custolrlaΓ i1y smugg1ed tea from Gothenburg and Copenhagen to the

凵est and east coast of scot1and as "e11 as to IΓ e1and。
70 In the

ear1y 1740s thΓee mi11ion pounds of tea "eΓ e smugg1ed into BΓ itain

annua1ty, 凵hiCh is thΓ ee times the 1eˇ e1 of 1ega1 sa1es。
71 ^fter

the seˇen Years’  凵aΓ the BΓ itish fvlarket for tea"as eXpanding because

70 "。h~cheung

Trade befoΓ e 178‘ ,
"ui,
su,lgg1ing and the BΓ itish Teaand LoΓ na "。

1n ^mer1can

71 Co1e, p.397。

124 125

of  its eXpanding ecol【 lony。  In 176弓 -1769 the E1C|s sa1es of tea

increased by 23%口  but the tea imported intO Europe increased by 51%'∫

a 1aΓge paΓ t °f "hich "as srIugg1ed to Britain and its co1onies。  In
1769-178‘ the tea from Canton t°  Europe rose frOm 10,30o,oo0 1bs t°

13口 400,0oo 1b§  annua11y'72 this radica1 increase in imported te。

"as aimed pΓ
imaΓ i1y at the British maΓ ket。  :n 1773 the British

goˇernment once 1o"eΓ ed tea duty in faˇor of the American Co1oniesJ

in the hope of peΓ suadihg them to take the 1egitimate teas of the EIC

instead of the c° ntΓaband teas from French and Dutch ports口 7z but

it cou1d not stop the ^merican desire for independence. It has been

estimated by凵 。A。  C01e口 that the t。 ta1 i11icit sa1eo bef° re 1784 "eΓ e
a good dea1 tess than seven mi11ion pounds口 T。 uhich "e∫ e
considerab1y rIlore than Eng1ish imports and{about sO%° f the tota1
impoΓ t by the continenta1 companies in the 177os and the eaΓ 1y 1880s。

Eng1ish ěrsus C。ntinenta1 Tea Exports fr° m Canton

1719。 1784(in picu1s)75

Υears    Eng1ish exports

"ean       %

Continenta1 expoΓts

"ean        %

72T。
s。 Ashton,E￡ 。nomic F1uct凵 0⊥ i0n￡ in Eng1andr17oo-】 800'

p。 153ˉ 154J Oxf°Γd' 1959。

75 "。
Γse, V。 1。 2, p。 114。

74 c。
1e' p。 405。

75 DeΓ
m1gny口  Vo1.2' 5乙 9。
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1719ˉ 25    68冂 9

1726-弓3    8239

17乙6-60   10399

17‘ 1ˉ 48   14863

1749-55   22983

1756-62   24577

1763ˉ 69   50547

1770ˉ 77   52262

1778-84   58365

53.50

4Ξ 。69

30.61

24.08

26.10

弓2。‘4

39.19

36.05

乙7.44

5854

10615

2乙 571

468‘4

65059

51169

78428

100619

97087

‘6.50

56。弓1

69.31

75.92

7乙。90

67.56

60.81

65.95

62.56

The passage of the CofImtation ^ct in 1784 "as an abΓ upt

tuΓ ningˉ point foΓ the history of Eng1ish tea tΓ ade. This^ct reduced

tea duty drastica11y from moΓ e than 100%J to 12.5% of the net cost,

the duty cou1d be Ⅱho11y recouped on the exportation to IΓ e1and and

^meΓ
ica,  the E:C "as authoΓ ized to ho1d a monopo1y on imported

tea.76 Comρ ensation for duties paid on the "ho1e reˉ exportation "as

in 1789 eXtended to JerseyJ Guernsey' GibΓ a1tar and any port in

EuΓope  at  "hich  a  British  consu1  "as  stationed。 77  The  f【
l。 st

76:y the section5 of the CofFmutation^ct口
 the E:C"as requiΓ ed

to import sufficient tea f° r

for sa1e at pΓ ices not exctedlng the pΓ lme cost, the tΓ e19Ⅱ Ⅱ u冖。

chaΓges of importation, the 1o"fu1 interest of capita1 and the common

premiuIn of insurance。  "oΓ se, Vo1。 2' p。 114-116; "oh-cheung "ui and

LOrna "。 "u;J The"an。 gement of"onopo1y: ^study of the Eng1ish East

India Company· s Conduct of :ts Tea Trade‘  1784ˉ 1833J p。 xiJ Vancouˇ er‘

1984。

77 "。
rse' Vo1.2口  p。 117。

126 127

the

significant resu1t the Commutation ACt br° ught to the Eng1ish tea

tΓade凵 as t0prevent tea srlugg1ing int0BΓ itain, the reduction in tea

duty resu1ted drastic Γeductions in tea prices, and a riβe in the tea

consumption。

:ndex nunbeΓ  of tea prices and tea

consumρtion of per head in Br、 ta1n

Υears aVerage pΓ 1ce

(1725〓 100冫
^nnua1 Consuption
per head(1bs冫

1726ˉ 30

1756ˉ 40

1746ˉ 50

1756ˉ 60

1765ˉ 67

177乙 -75

1776ˉ 80

1780-84

1787叫q|

1796-1800

1816ˉ 20

1835-39

95

80

67

58

53

41

4乙

45

25

22

28

o。 10

o。 17

0.41

o。 62

o。 64

0.76

o。 68

0.‘6

1。 16

1.39

1.24

1。 43

sources: The average price and the annua1 consumption before

1784 from Co1e口  p.399, the annua1 consumption afteΓ  1787

frofn8。 R。
"itChe11and P。

Deane口  Abstract of BΓ itish

"∶

stoΓ Eca1 stat弓 st:Cs' p。 乙55-356口  CambΓ idge UniVeΓ sity

PΓ ess, 1962。

sinCe there "as 1itt1e difference in tea prices at
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1786 。
卩"ards the EIC purchased 1argeΓ  quantities °f tea in Canton

annua11y than that of a11 the continenta1 c°
untΓ ie$ t。gether。 :1 In

78 "。
Γse, °̌1.p。 111J p。 119' p。 156.

z,"。
h~cheung and L。rna"。 muiJ The co~tation^ct and the Tea

Trade in Britain1zB4ˉ 1z93, in E∞ nomic"ist° rv ReVie凵, seCond
seΓ ies' °̌1.16, p。 235。

:0  In  1785ˉ
179o  149 ěsse1s "ere dispatched t°  canton  in

comparison "ith 58 ships in 1779-1784. DermignyJ 
。̌1。 2口  p。 523。

:1 In 1786 the E:Cb°
ught 157口 116picu1s。 f tea, the c。 ntinenta1

countries b。 ught 84'8o5 picu1s。

Tea puΓ chases in Canton in 1786(picu1s冫

EIC    E。 C。
"。

★  American   Dutch   Danish   s"edish   French

57116   175 8Bs4 4477‘    15190    1弓11o     2867

tota1 242口 o96

★ The Eng1ish c° untΓy meΓchants fΓ om India。

128 129

790ˉ 1794 the E:C had tota11y dominated the tea puΓ chase trade in

picu1s annua11y口  "hich isCanton and bought an aVeΓ age of 156口 4弓 3

about 74%of the tea expoΓ ted from Cantoh。  The continenta1 countΓ ies

bought 36口 022 oicu1s annu臼 11∶y口  "hich io about 20% of tho tea fΓ om

Canton。
:2 since 1795 oh1y s凵

占dish and Dahish merchahto in the

continenta1 countries sti11 Irlaintained the regu1ar vOyages to CantonJ

but feⅡer ships "ere oent from these t"o countΓ ies than befoΓ e' and

they "eΓe no t0ngeΓ  ab1e to aff0rd the tea pu卜 chase oh as 1aΓ ge a

sca1e as usua1。  The °n1y competito卜  凵ith the EIC in the t0a puΓ chase

in Canton "as ^merica, 凵hich had come to Canton sihce 1784 and

quick1y beCafIle the second 1aroest buyeΓ  of China]s too 
Ⅱ
afteΓ  1795。

Eng1ish, Continenta1 and ^meΓ icah tea eXpo卜 t fΓ om Canton

in 1785· 1833 (aˇeΓ age peΓ  annum冫

VeaΓ s Eng1∶ sh★ %★★ COntinenta1 AmeΓ lcan

1785ˉ 91    1弓 7255

1792ˉ 98    148807

1799-1806  206697

1807-1¨ 1042乙
1814ˉ 20    2弓6287

1821ˉ 27    249954

1828-33    257158

63.47    66578

72.20    乙3942

71.49    29431

8‘。67       0

75。 78     3551

69.79     乙105

64。 70    16685

31.25    9451     4.45

16.64   21535    10.45

11.57   47995    16.89

o      28厶 15  
∶
 11.90

1.19   57047    19。 22

0.9弓   80918 :   24.24

4.06   86816    24.64

source: "orse, Vo1.2, ρ。1】 9。

82 "。
rseJ Vo1.2口  p。 180, p。 18‘ , p.195, p。 205J p。 256。



★ The numbers °f Eng1ish inc1ude the E:C and the country

merchants, a1th° ugh the 1atter、 expoΓ ted on1y 2ˉ 5% °f the
quantity exp° rted by the formeΓ 。
★★ The percentage °f the t° ta1 quantity °f the tea fΓ。m Canton。
source: Dermigny, V° 1.2口  p。 539, p。 542。

^1th。
ugh the b1°ck °n the channe1s f° Γ smugg1ing tea int°

Britain"eakened the p° sition° f the contihenta1 c° untΓ ies co。 peting

"ith the E:c in canton口  it "as the sh° rtage of bu11i。 n that fina11y
1ed the disapρ earence of ǎΓ ious Eur。 pean丿 comanies trading "ith
China。 :Ξ  Bef。 re 179o a11 the "esteΓ n c° untΓ ies ρΓiJnri1y carΓ ied
bu11i° n to Canton f。 Γ tea purchase because they"eGe sh。 rtage of the
type of go° ds "hich "ere J1IaΓ ketab1e in Chin。 。 The Dutch c° u1d a1凵 ays
bring s。 me pΓ°ducts from the tr° p1cs t。  canton as part °f their
payment f° r teo口  but befoΓ e the 19th centuΓ y a11  the Eur° pean
cOwpanies, inc1uding the E:C' had f° Γ seˇera1 decades shipρ ed si1ˇ er
0o1ns to Canton f° r the purchase 。f tea。  "°  I1Btter from "hich
channe1s thF EuΓ opean comanies obtained their si1ˇ er c° ins口  the
souΓce of a1m° st a11 the bu11ion "as spanish ^merica。  The °utbreak
of the spanish ^merican reˇ °1ts from 1811 resu1ted in fifteen years

unrest  and rlany  si1ver  mints and  mines  being  destroyed,  so
dra△ Btica11y reducing the supp1y。

f si1ˇ er t。 canton by the hand of
the  Europeon  comanies。 :4  "hen the  continenta1  comanies  had

mr王η
1糍
J;甘
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iffiCu1ties in offering a fair and acCeptab1e eXchange foΓ  their

tea, they had to "ithdra" fΓ om the China tΓ ade。  ^t same time the

Eng1isⅢ  fo凵 nd a pΓofitab1e so1ution in India: a1though the Chinese

sho卩ed1itt1e ihterest in the BΓ itish merchandise'they"eΓ e tured

intφ accepting opiLIn,uhich Has readi1y aVai1ab1e to the BΓ itish fΓom

theiΓ  :ndian ρossessions。

|   opium "as carried into China as ear1y as the beginning of

18th 匕entury,:5 the Portuguese meΓchants based on "acao practised

the eaΓ 1y tΓ ansρoΓtation of opium into'China。  The p1an to send opium

from Benga1 to China "as first suggested by Co1one1 凵atson in 1767

to a Counci1 of representatiˇ es of the E:C he1d in Ca1cuttaJ and it

"as adˇ
ocated by "r。  "hee1eΓ J an officer and inf1uentia1 mmeΓ  。f

the cOJpany。  This p1an Ⅱas adopted by the Company as a happy

Production of si1veΓ  in spanish ^meΓ icaJ 1790ˉ 1829

years quantity(tae1s冫    index(%冫

1”0-99

1800-09

1810-19

1820-29

177875808

166106802

89859837

72628‘‘o

100。 0

93.‘

50.5

‘0。 9

(1 British pound〓3 tea1s of si1Ver冫

source: 凵。E。 Cheung' Trade and Finance in China:1784ˉ 1834J

in Business "istorˇ , Vo1.12口  "o。 1J p。 49口  1965。

:5Xu Jiˉ
she口  songˉ kan Xianˉ sheng凵 enˉ Ji(LiteΓ atuΓa1 co11ection

of "Γ 。Xu Ji-she冫 J ch。 1口  p。 7。



expedient t° 凵aΓds raising reˇenue for supporting tho British Indi

GOverrlment。 :s sinco then about ⒛0 chests 。f opiL】m had be』n
transferred  annua11y  fr° m  Bengo1  to  China  by  s◎ me  P。 rtug山ese

∶∶∶∶∶
a⒒
弋1J扳:h⒈r△∶∶∶l蓝 :骂

f∶

菇:I∫
eI⒈

‰汪鞋
Eng1ish succeeded in anchoring a ship 1aden exc1usiˇ

e1ˇ "ith °pium。
A1though the E1C had pΓ°hibited the sa1e of 。pium in 17?6 in re。 p°nse
to the Chinese goˇ ernrmet.s pr。 hibition on opium imp° rts, it△ ∶Jnit
pΓevent the Eng1ish pΓ iˇ ate merchants from 1arger sca1e s△ lugg1ihg。

In the 1ast decade。 f 18th century the° pium smugg1ed into China caJ1le

to about 2'o00 chests peΓ  ahnum。  Ten years 1ater this afIlount Γose】 t。
‘口400 chests。  up to the eˇ e of ↑he opium凵 ar the 。p,um sfIugg1ed int。

China reached as much as 35口 455 chests per annum口  "hich "ere so1d at
about  $  7oo  in  si1ver  do11ars  per  chest。 :7 :ecause  the ElC

monop。 1ized the 1ega1 tΓ ade 凵ith China 。nd the Chinese goveΓ runent
forbade the exportati° n of si1veΓ

' the Eng1ish pΓ
iˇate merchants had

to remit the vast pr° fits fΓ om their i11egat opium trade back h° me
by uti1izing the banking serˇ i0es of the EIC. The Company:s banking

seΓ ǐces issued the bi11s f。 r them凵hiCh Cou1d be dra"n in London or

in :ndia, in Γeturn the priˇ ate merchants 。ffeΓ ed a 1iquid capita1

to the Company f° r the puΓ chase of tea。  凵hen the EIC moh° po1ized the

source of opium fr° m India, the c。ntinenta1 c° mpanies "ere not ab1e

to compete in the opium trade "ith the Eng1ish' "hich in turn 1ed to

the monopo1y of the BΓ itish °n tea tΓ ade in Canton。  On1y the
AmeΓ icans口  "h° c°u1d obtain opium from TuΓ key' and 1ater, fr° m India'
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i11 enjoyed a sma11 part of the tea tΓ ade in Canton。

The opium trade "a§  so profitab1e that it Cou1d affoΓd to

pΓ oˇ ide substantia1 sums foΓ  thq Comρ any1s puΓ chase of the Chinese

cargoes since the fiΓ st decade of 19th century。  From1805 on凵 ards the

EIC took an officia1 po1iCy to send no more bu11ion to Canton, in

return the EIC shipped si1ver from Canton to London in the fo11o凵 ing

years。 :卩 Fr。m the18zOs the va1ue of the opiLwn trade had faΓ

eVen tho Hho1e inVestfIlent of the EIC.:9:n the 1830s the si1ver

shipped out from China by the Eng1ish Ⅱas on the 1arge sca1e of 4ˉ 6

mi11ion do11ars per annum。 90 Then began a peΓ iod during 凵hiCh the

Chinese opium addicts 凵eΓe subsidizing the BΓ itish tea drinkeΓ s∶

88 In 1:07 and 1708 the EIC sent seperate1y 3`377口
070 do11aΓ s

and 1口 140,000-o11arβ  from Canton to LOndon。  "oΓ se' Chronic1e口  Vo1.3,
p。 54, p。 57。

:9  0pium tΓ
ade and the E:C inVestment in Canton(tae1s冫

years opium trade EIC lnvestment

1821ˉ 22

1825ˉ 26

1829-30

1832-33

6236106

5706296

9045129

11499856

5652108

5522125

5629015

6025100

86  "。
D。   Nathan  A11en口

repub1ished in 197弓  by "i1f。 rd

opium  TΓ ade,  L° 凵e11  "ass.'  1853'

"ouse Inc。
口 p。 12口  B。 st。n。

souΓ ces: "orse口  Ch Γonic1esJ Vo1.4, 「 588: GΓeenberg,

p。 220。

Ⅳ

"。

Γse,The inteΓ n。 ti°na1Re1ati° ns of the Chinese EII。 ;Γ e口
Vo1。 1, p.238-240。

90

Trade,

John Phipps口

p。 168。

PΓ aCtiCa1 丁reatise ,n the China and Eastrn

132 133
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The gΓ。
"th 
°f the opium trade Γesu1ted in n° t 。n1y a tot

change in the character of the British trade"ith China'but a1s°
t亻1

rising po"eΓ  。f the Eng1ish pΓ iˇate meΓ chants。  Based 。n the theory )
of free trade these inf1uentia1private merchants shaΓ

p1y criticized
the conservatism of the EIC口  its incapabi1ity and back凵 ardness of
operati°ns °n the aucti° nsJ  shipping口   remittance °f pΓ°fits and
coping 凵ith competition from ^meΓ ica。 91 TheiΓ  °n1y puΓ pose "as t。
pΓ eˇent the EⅡ C|s m。 nopo1y 。n the tea tΓ ade and si1ˇ eΓ  exchange
maΓ kets at Canton。  The oppositi°n °f the pΓ ivate merchants resu1ted
in ending of the EIC1s °peration in the china trade a1t°gether in
1833 凵hen the British Par1iament refused to extend its monopo1y。

^fter 1855 the tea trade 
凵as hand1ed s。 1e1y by the priˇ ate

meΓ chant§ ,  and the amount °f tea shipped fr° m Cant。 n increased
steadi1y in resp。 nse to the domestic demand in the f。

11o凵 ing yeaΓ s
before the opium "ar。

Eng1ish tea importation in 1834-59

yeaΓ s quantity(picu1s) ǎ1ue(p。 unds)

183‘

1835

1836

240278

316643

363995

3弓640oo

4‘33000

4880000

91 The EIC 
凵as criticiz。 d f° r fai1ing t°  c°mpete 凵ith the

Americans by its c。nserˇatiˇ e tΓ aditi° n。 A1though the ships bui1t by
the E:C 凵ere much 1arger than th。se of ^frlericans and "ith 1o7ˉ 133
cΓe"s in safety夕  c◎mf0rt and 1uXuΓ y' but n。 t f° r the speed and
efficiencyJ they simρ 1y c。 u1d not c° mpete "ith the 1itt1e ^merican
ships "hich c° u1d make t"。 。̌yages t°  their° ne。  F。 rsteΓ Rhea Du11es,
The O1d China T"de'p。 116,"eu Υork口 195o.

134 135

1837

1838

18弓 9

301555

291749

505098

4876000

‘001000

3817000

souΓces: In the first co1u11ln the figuΓ e of 1855 cited from the

same year|s ǎ1ue ca1cu1ated at the 1ast yearIs pΓ ice, the

figure of 1837 cited from Chinese RepositoΓ ,̌ Vo1。 9' p。 192J

the other figures a11  cited fΓ om Chinese Repositorˇ
'

Vo1.12J p。 517口  18‘ 5∶  the figures in the second co1Lrm cited

from "itche11, p.29】 。

opiLlm financed BΓ itish tea consumρ tion口  but tea a1so bΓ ought

tO Eng1and 3'300'000 pounds in taxes annua11y in the 1ast years of

the monopo1yJ  "hich 凵as one tenth of the tota1  Γeˇenue,   and

represented the entire pΓ ofits of the East India company。 92 In

oΓdeΓ to defend theiΓ  "Γ ight" of opium eXchange foΓ  tea the BΓ itish

staΓ ted the opium 凵ar against China in 1840。  After the "aΓ  the

Chinese goverment had to accept a11 the tΓ ading conditions imposed

by the British。  8Γ itish tea trade.in China had Come into a ne凵  eΓ a。

趾 Γ1can trade in Chinese tea

The habit of tea drinking in the faVouΓ  of the British

American co1ony as ear1y as the 1ast quarter of the 17th centuΓ y。

Ho"eˇ erJ "hen the EuΓ oρean Companies凵 ere C0ncentrating on trade凵 ith

the Chinese eˇ er since the PoΓ tuguese aΓΓived in Canton in the ear1y

yeaΓs of 16th century口  the AmeΓ icans "ere sti11 exc1uded fΓ om the

China trade before 178‘  because the British meΓ cantite Γegu1ations

92  Greenberg` p。
3.



had pΓ evented the Co1onists from tΓ ading in the OΓ ient。  Ho"ever, by

the time of the signing of the TΓ eaty of paΓ is in 1783' seafaring men

of the ne凵 nati0n possessed sufficient oceanˉ going vesse1s凵 ith 山hich

to eXtend foΓ eign trade.93。

The first ^rIleΓ ican ship Em° ress of China "ith "ajor samue1

sha凵  as supeΓ cargo and John Gre0n as capitain sai1ed from "e凵 Vork

on 22 FebΓ uaΓ y夕  17:厶  and reached Canton on 28 ^ugvst in the same

year。  This ship of about 360 tons 凵as bui1t in ^frlerica and f【 lanned by

fortyˉ thΓ ee peΓ sons.9‘  The pΓ inCipa1 trading caΓ goes of this ship

consisted of fuΓ s and 473 picu1s of ginseng co11ected by the shipl

surgeon`  Dr。  RobeΓ t Johnston、   fΓ om the rrlountainous  interior of

Pennsy1vania and Virginia.95 :ts re!uΓ n cargo "as 3'022 picu1s of

tea and some other Chinese pr° ducts.

The∞mposition of the cargoes on the EmpΓ ess of chin0

ltems quantity(picu1s冫  va1ue(tea1s)

In凵 aΓd   C0tton,

Lead

pepper

516

‘76

26

3160

1904

260

93 caΓ
1。   L。  crossman,  The china Trade:  ExpoΓ t Pain!ingsJ

FunituΓ e si1ˇ er & other objects、  p。 1, Princeton口  1972.

94 The 1etter by samue1 sha凵
' the supercaΓ

go of the ship Empree

of China口  to "Γ . John Jay, the head of the offce of foΓ eign affaiΓ s

at 凵ashington. Chinese Repository口  p.219ˉ 220J september口  1856。

95 Jean GOrdon Lee, Phi1adetphiaOs and the China trade, 1784ˉ

1844口  p.25, Uniˇ eΓ sity of Pennsy1ˇ ania press` 198‘ 。

136

96 "。Γse` V01.2' p.119·

137

Cam1ets        1270(pieces冫      
‘5720

skino(fuΓ s)    2600(pieces冫      5000

Gi nseng         473        
 ̄    80‘ 10

out"ard  Tea口  b1ack

Tea' gΓ een

"ankeens
China凵 are

u。ven si1k

Cass、 a

∷            136‘ 5厶

2460        
·
    ‘92厶 0

562ˉ            16860

24〈 864 0ieces)   362

962  ∶  ∴        2500

‘90(piec0s)      2500

21   ∴           305

71767

souΓ ce: "oΓ se` v01.2口  95。

the net profit °f this v0yage "as estimated at $ 
‘0口 727 °Γ

25% 0f the 0Γ igina1 inˇ es tIvIent. The successfu1 expeΓ
iment 0f the

Emp"“ “ Chi m re引 1ted in the pr0c∞
s° f cΓ∞ ti"the seCond

1argest China tea transpoΓ teΓ
 slnce the end 0f the 1δ th century。

 In

讹 Ⅱ田 Amerl⑾ 岫 m∞ g岫 吣 湘
   乙

arriˇ ed in Canton and shipρ
ed 8J864 picu1s 0f t(

untike the Eng1ish Ⅱh°se China tΓ
ade "as m0nopo1ized by the EIC口  eaCh

of the Amer1can ports estab1ished its oun commeΓ
cia1 conneCti0ns 凵ith

china and deve1oped its 0凵
n ChaΓ acteΓ istic tΓ ading rleth°

ds in the

eaΓ 1y sinoˉ Amerlcan tΓ ade. The ships0f Phi1adephia 1°
aded si1veΓ  and

ginseng and t0ok the ǒyage ar° und the Cape 
°f G° 0d Hope. the ships

fΓ om sa1em, "assaChusetts caΓ
Γied the produCts °f "e凵 Eng1and, su0h

as sa1t fish口  rum' timbeΓ 口 and s01d them a10ng the coast of Indian



ocean口  before proceeding to China. The ships frofm Bost。 n fΓequent1y
fo11o"ed the route around the Cape "oΓ n to n° Γth"est c。ast of "°Γth
America for furs and bΓ ought them to Canton。

`   :n response t。  steadi1y gro"ing c° nsumption' the ^merican
tea puΓ chasing business in Cant。 n rapid1y increased after 1785。  The
United states to。k advantage of its ρ。1itica1 neutΓ a1ity, espeCia11y
in the yeaΓ s 。f the "apo1e。nic 凵arsJ and Γep1aced the Eur° pean
continenta1 c。 untries as the second 1argest tea purchaser in Cant。

n。

F ΓoJn 1795 。n"aΓds more than ten Americ。
卩 ships arriˇ ed in Canton

annua11y。  :n 18o5 the American tea tΓ ade Γeached its peak during the

"apo1eonic 
凵ars口  凵hen as many ao 42 ships Γeached Canton and exported

87J771 picu1s °f tea。 97 The Americans not °n1′y shipped tea fΓ°m
Canton t。  the united states口  but a1s。  t。  Europe and Canada。  Part 。f
tea destined f。 r otheΓ  c。untries 凵as ΓeexpoΓ ted from the United
states口  part "ent diΓ ect1y to its fina1 destinati。 n. :n 1796, 。f the
11 American ships at 1east 。ne 1。 aded tea for "ambuΓ g。 9: :n 1:03

one ha1f °f the tea impoΓ ted into the united states "as reeXp。 rted。
In 1804-1807 about 。ne third tea imported "as reexported to Europe。

AfteΓ  the 1812 the pΓ。porti。 n dec1ined t。  °ne fouΓ th 。r eˇ en one
tenth because much tea 凵a0 shipρ ed direct1y by the ^meΓ icans to
Europe。  The tea maΓ kets of "。 11and and Canada "ere dominated by the

Americahs unti1 the 1820s。 99

97 "orse' Vo1。
3口  p。 2。

98 "。
rseJ Vo1.2口  p.278。

99 ven~ping Hao' p.28。
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^meΓ
ican ships and eXports of

(per annum冫

tea at Canton100

yeaΓ s ships quantity(picu1s冫

178‘ 9̄1

1792ˉ 98

1799ˉ 1806

1807ˉ 13

1814ˉ 20

1821ˉ 27

1828ˉ 5弓

1834-39

4。 25★

9.14

30。 88

22.33★

27.43

3乙 。57

‘乙

35.17

66535

21355

47995

28自 15

570‘7

80918

86816

109589

★:n 1785 and 181‘ there "as not ^meΓ ican ship to Canton。

souΓces: The figures of 1784-1835are from Dermigny口  Vo1.2口  p。 523ˉ

525J p。 539: the figures of 1834ˉ 39 aΓ e from Du11es口  p.211口  ^ppendix:

the co1umn of the tea eXpoΓ ts to Unite states。

sinseng seems to had been the principa1 expoΓ t bΓought to

Canton by the Americans。 101  In 17:6 the ^IIleΓ iCans carried 540

picu1s of ginseng to CantonJ and in 1788, 1789and 1790口  they brought

100 s。 urces: The figures befoΓ e 1855 cofIle fΓ om Dermigny口 Vo1.2,

p。 539; the figuΓ es afteΓ  1835 cited from Du11esJ p。 210。  The pounds

aΓ e conveΓted to piCu1s in !弓 5· 31bs〓 1 picu1。

101 Lee口
 p。 25ˉ 26。



1J065` 2`055 and 弓99 picu1s of ginseng separate1y。 102 凵hen ginseng

became poor tΓ ading artic1e in Canton in the fo11o凵 ing yea冖 s' the

furs  from  noΓ th凵est  AmeΓ ica  superseded  ginseng  as  a  tΓ ading

∞f11n叫 ity.The pΓ ofits on the fur tΓ ade Here tref1lendous。

^piece ofsea1 fur costing about fifty cents cou1d be so1d in Canton for fiˇ e

do11aΓ s  in the ear1y 1790s。   A1though  the prices of  the skins

f1uctuated 凵ide1y口  the average price of a piece 凵as about t"o to

three do11ars. In 1793 Capitain 凵. steⅡ aΓ t of the E1iza co11ected

38'000 skins at a cost of $ 16。 000。  ThΓ ee years 1ater the supercaΓ go

of the Neptune so1d 8口 000 skins at thΓ ee do11ars a piece。 103 FΓ。m

1790 to the ear1y 】830s' Americans so1d various kinds of fuΓ s' such

as sea1口 otteΓ J Γabbit口  fox skins to China tota1ing $Us 15ˉ 20mi11ion

in va1ue。
104 since the 1820s the fuΓ

 tΓ ade in Canton diminishedJ

the Chinese desiΓ e for furs decΓ eased on the one hand口  Ⅱhi1e on

another handJ the Americans engaged more in the opium tΓ adeJ "hich

"as much f1lore pΓ
ofitab1e than fuΓ  trade。 凵hen the Americans 1arge1y

expanded the trade凵 ith China after the fiΓ st decade of 19th century'

the cargo of meΓ Chandis0 "as  insufficient  to purchase Chinese

Commodities,  thereupon口  a great dea1 of bu11ion 凵as shipped to

Canton。  In most of the years betⅡ een 1805 to 1839 bu11ion "as about

102 "。
Γse' Vo1.2口  p。 119' p。 152` p.174Jp。 180.

103 Du11es口
 p.83.

10‘
Υenˉ ping"ao口 Chinese Teas to Americaˉ ā synopsfs`in E品峦 t

R。 "ay and John K. FaiΓ bank ed。 口 ^m0ricaIs China Trade in Historica1

PerspectiVe, p。 22。

140 141

35-80% of the ǎ1ue of expoΓ ts to China。 105

C◎mpared "ith otheΓ "esterners, the AJ1lerican meΓ chants "ere

1ess concentrated on tea f°r their China tΓ ade。 Tea accounted for65ˉ

91%of the E!C1s impoΓ ts f卜 om China in1760ˉ 9g,1pP and:sˉ 9弓%in
1800-33.107 To the c。 ntinenta1 c° mpanies tea comprised no 1ess

than 75% of their imports from China in 18th century口  "hi1e it
comprised36%。 f chinese eXpOrts to the∪ nited states in 1822and65%

in 1837.10:

AmleΓ ican merchants凵 ere C0nsidered by the Chinese g。 ěΓ rlfrlent

as one of the principa1 sources of opium smugg1ed into China。 109

A1though the 1egitimate trade "ith China returned a handsome profit

to the Americans口  the moΓ e pΓ。fitab1e opium trade proˇ ed iΓ resistab1e

to them "hen the fur trade ceased to be an imp° rtant facter in

Americanˉ Chinese trade,  and since the 1820s the Ar1lericans "ere

searching the seas for anything Ⅱhich might be carried to China in

p1ac旯 °f bu11ion。 Because the Eng1ish wlonopo1ized a11the opium gro凵 n

in ∶ndiaJ the American tradeΓ s dea1t in opium from smyrnaJ Turkey to

Canton "ith theiΓ  fast c1ippers in riˇ a1ing the British since 1805.

105  Du11es' p。
210; Υan亠 ping "a。

' p.23.

106⒏
⒏ PH“ha冈

'汕
e CΓ画 d和 a"⒍ hdy^ngl-ˉⅢ ⒃⒃

Re1ations 1750-1780J p。 395-596口  凵ashingtonJ 】956。

107 H。
ΓseJ ǒ1.2-4。

10: 
Υanˉ ping "aoJ p。 14口  p。 16。

109Qi"ˉ dai№ i-ji∞ 蚰i· 1iaoC∞WJsL`m∞nic1e“ dipi⑾atic
documents of Qing dynasty冫 , Daoguang ΓeignpeΓ iod' ch。 1口  p.10。
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The opium source"as 1imited to the ^mericans口  "hi1e the Eng1ish had

fu11 aCcess to it. The AmeΓ ican opium trade "ith China seems to have

been no moΓ e than5%of their eXpots to China before 1855。  :n 1818-33

the ^J1leΓ icans eXpoΓ ted $4口 925口 997 opium, oΓ  an average of $307,875

peΓ  annum口  "hi1e the BΓ itish expoΓ ted $104口 302,9‘ 8 of opium oΓ  an

aˇeΓ age $6J518口 93‘  per annum.110 AfteΓ  the par1i aI1lent opened the

British ports to the ships of a11  nationa1ities  in 1834,  the

Americans did not hesitate to attend the opium au。 tion in Ca1cutta。

"o"eˇ
eΓ J the Eng1ish dominated not 0n1y the source口  but a1so the

market for opium口  forcing the^mleΓ i can11lerchants to caΓ Γy as much as

ha1f the ǎ1ue of their tota1 exports foΓ  purchasing the Chinese
goods eVen a1though they had a1ready been engaged in the opium tΓ ad0

for a11【 lost thiΓ ty years。

Russian trade im Chinese tea

The Russians began to consume tea as the nationa1 beVerage

on1y at the end of 18th century a1though it had been intΓ oduced to

Russia a1most as ear1y as it "as to "estern EuΓ ope。  The TΓ eaty of

"erchnsk in 1689a11o"ed||the subjects of eitheΓ
 countΓ ies may free1y

come and go on both sides for their commercia1 business if they are

provided "ith traˇ e1ing  1icence(Luˉ piao冫 ".111  "。
"ever,  

凵hen the

Russ∶ an traders began to make regu1aΓ  trips to China口   fiΓst to

Peking口  and 1ateΓ to Kyakhta口 the Chinese merchanted"eΓ e not a11o凵 ed

to go beyond the border。

The sinoˉ Russian tΓade in the 18th century 凵as a Caravan

110 Du11es, p。
148。

111  Qin¤ c̄hao 凵enˉ Xian T -kao(QC凵 XTK,

doctJ△ents of Qing dynqsty冫 , ch。 乙00, p。 785

142

the notes on  the

143

trade口  "hiCh 凵as! characteΓ ised by barter tΓ ansactions。  The f【 los t

impoΓ tant items of the China tΓ ade "as contΓ o11ed by the goveΓnment

of Peter the Great。  In 1697 the TsaΓ ·s ediCt 凵as pr0c1aimed口  the

co11ection and sa1e of sab1es and si1ver fox pe1ts sha11 henceforth

depend entiΓ e1y on the "i11 of his "ajesty. For the contΓo1 of the

China tΓ ade口  a siberian office "as estab1ished in"os0o" to organize

and protect the stateˉ o凵 ned CaΓ aˇ ans bound foΓ  China. 凵ith its o凵 n

head merchant serˇ ing ¤s the agent, each Caravan 凵as assisted by a

goVeΓ nr1lent commissionerJ four taX officeΓ s and 100 Cossack so1dieΓ s

undeΓ   the command of  an officer。 112  1n  1693  the fiΓ st  state

caΓ aˇan "as dispatched 凵ith goveΓ nment goods to the va1ue of 41,900

Γub1es and pΓ ivate goods of ǎ1ue of 113,620 Γub′ 1es to Peking口  since

then the Russian caΓ aˇans Γegu1ar1y"ent to China usua11y once eˇ ery

thΓ ee years。  Their destinations 凵eΓe first1y to Peking and then the

border city of "erchinskJ "here the Chinese caΓ aˇ ans bΓ ought si1ksJ

tobacco and tea foΓ  Russian pe1ts. From 1693 to 1730 there "ere 15

Russian caravans to PekingJ r1lean"hi1e,  a1Vlong the fifty Russian

"enVoys" visiting Peking "ho 凵ere a11o"ed by the Qing goˇ ernment to

trade  in  the  capita1口   on1y  three  "ere  sent  by  the  Russian

goˇ eΓ nment。
113 The regu1ation of the caravan trade once ^eˇ

eΓy

three yeaΓ s, and not moΓ e than 200 1vlerchants cou1d not satisfied the

demand of the Russian merchants口  and the Qing goVerrWnent "as anXious

at the appeaΓ ence of moΓ e and more Russians in the capita1. Therefore

both goveΓ nments conc1uded   the tΓ eaty of κyakhta signed on 21

october。  By this treaty口  Kyakhta "as chosen to be the principa1

112 s1adkovskiiJ p。
20。

113 ibid, p。
22。



bo卜der t卜 ading centre.11‘ It"as1∝ ated just on the bordeΓ  and
both merChants and administΓ ative officia1s bui1t houses on theiΓ o凵n

side。  The Russians ca11ed this to"n Kyakhta and the Chinese ca11ed

it "aiˉ mai Cheng(trade to"n冫 。 since then the Russian caΓ aˇans came

to Kyakhta instead of Peking' Kyakhta had p1ayed a cΓ ucia1 Γo1e in

the sinoˉ R凵ssian trade for about 130 yeaΓ s unti1 1850s。

on the Russian side the pΓ ivate merchants had。 eˇer rea11y

been preˇ ented by their goˇ eΓ nment from tΓ ading "ith China口  pΓ ivate

tΓ ade had p1ayed a △uch moΓ e imρortant 卜01e in the China tΓade than

the goveΓ nment caΓ aˇ ans since the 1730sJ a1though the edicts of the

state monopo1y of pe1ts trade "eΓ e ΓeaffiΓ med in 173】 and 1乃4。  The

state caraˇ an tΓ ade 凵as inefficent and cou1d not ans"eΓ  the needs of

the gro"ing demand of either commodities。  In 1762 the Russian

government forma11y 1ifted the restriction on priˇ ate trade ond the

goVeΓ nment caΓ avans came to an end。 115 on the Chinese side the

meΓ chants trading "ith the Russian caΓavans "ere those most1y fΓ om

shanXi proˇ ince," they transported tobacco' teaJ si1ks口  cotton c1oths

。nd assorted "ares from zhangJiako(κ a1gan冫  t0 Kyakhta to barteΓ  foΓ

vaΓ ious fuΓ s and 01ankets。 "116 Th。sishing to tΓ ade in Kyakhta must

app1y for a 1icence(bupiao) fr° m the 1。ca1 authorities。  On the

1icence the items and quantities of the goods,the meΓ chantIs name口

"herefΓ
om and destination shou1d be fi11ed in。  凵hen the merchants

arrived urga(U1aanbaataΓ 冫 。n the "ay to 【yakhta口  the 1icences and

11厶
 zhao EΓ shun and Ke

history冫 口 °̌1ume of foΓ eign

115 ibidJ p。
49.

shaomin、  Qing shi Gao(QsG口  draft of Qing

Γe1ation, p。 弓̄ 4口  Peking, 1927。

1】 6  He Qiutao口
  shuoˉ fang Beiˉ Cheng(sFBC,  the geographica1

information of north China冫 J ch。 37。  p。 18, 1881.
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goods △RJst be Checked by the Urga’ s 1oca1 authority口  then they "ou1d

be issued 凵ith he" passes. 凵hen they arΓ iˇed at κyakhta the ρasses

must be checked by the Qing officia1s of the trade administration

before they dea1t "ith the business。
117

BefoΓ e the 1ast decade of 18th century tea "as sti11 the

seco。 d item of the Russian imρ oΓ ts fΓom China and consumed main1y by

the sibeΓ ian peop1e' a1though both Russian Europeans and siberians

HeΓ e gΓ o凵 ing in tea consLjlnption。  The 1eading soΓ t of Chinese tea into

Russia 凵as "brick tea", "hich 凵as infused Hith ryeˉmea1' mutton f8t

and s。 1t by the sibeΓ ians. Bet凵 een 1762ˉ 1785 4607picu1s of b1ack tea

and  弓口387  picu1s  of  green  tea  "ere  annua11y  imported  into

Russia。
11: In the beginning of the 19th century the 1oose 1eaf tea

oveΓ took the brick tea。  FΓ om 1792 on凵 ards tea became the first item

of the Russian imρoΓ ts f卩om Chin0' in this year the ǎ1ue of tea

tota11ed540口 236 Γub1es' accounted foΓ 22%of tota1 trade。  Up to 1802

the ǎ1ue of tea Γeached to 1`872口 604 rub1es and accounted for ‘0%

of tota1 tΓ ade。
】19

The sinoˉ Russian trade "as a barteΓ  from of trade carried

out by the caravans o亻 'both sides "hich a11 had to tΓ aVe1  1ong

distances from the colInodityˉ ρroducing areas, befoΓ e reaching the

boΓ der for barter。  On the Russian side the caraˇ ans started from

"0sC0凵 '  f011o凵
ed  a  route  th Γough  丫aΓ os1aˇ 1、   Vo1ogda,  Ustyug、

so1ikamsk口  VerkhotuΓ e' Turinsk, Tyumen and Tobo1sk口  Tara on the

117 "e Oiutao, p。
20-21.

118 c1iff。
rd ". Foust口

"uscoVite and HandaΓ
in: RussiaIs Trade

"ith China and Its setti
1727。 1805, p。 558口  University of "orth

CaΓ o1ina PΓ ess口  1969.

119 ibid口
 p。 358ˉ 559。



IΓ tysh Riˇ er to reach ΥeniseiJ and fΓ om there "ent oˇ er1and a1ong

Lake Baika1 to the shi1khta RiveΓ , then on to κyakhta. This Journey

took about one year。  On the Chinese side' the Xige(merchants from

shanxi province冫  from north china, came to Fujian, the pekoe。 tea

producing area in spΓ ing口 uhere they purchased tea and transported

it by the 1and r。 ute。  They fo11o"ed the route through Jianxi口  HupeiJ

"enan to zhangJ1ako冖
 凵here their storeshouses f。 Γ the goods t。  the

Pussia "eΓ e 1°cated。  This route is diffeΓent from the traditiona1

route of comodities and tΓ ibutes。 120 ρrobab1y口  it "as because
that the road fΓom Fujian to zhangjioko "as moΓ e than fiˇ e thousand

⊥ (1上JL=0· 5ki1omete冫 and the spring tea lust be Γeached as ear1y as

possib1e for the nρ xt j°urney of4,300 1i fΓ om zhangjiako to κyakhta口

because the 1and route "as quicker than the 凵ateΓ  Γoute through the

Riˇer Υangtze and the Keizer Cana1。  zhangjiako "as Has the tΓ ansfeΓ

CentΓ e foΓ the g°°ds f。 r boΓdeΓ tΓ ade in Kyakhta. The Qing goˇ eΓ rInent

set up a ta义 office in zhangjiako, a11 the goods foΓ  UΓ ga and κyakhta

凵ere t0 be 1eˇ ied 凵ith taxes and the caravans app1ied for their

1icences there too。 121 The Chinese caraˇ ans fo11o"ed three fΓ om

zhangjiako to κyakhta, a11 the east口  midd1e and "est routes started

frO【 n zhuangjiakeJ and a11 j° ined in urga口  "heΓ e the caravans "eΓ e

checked and issued "ith ne凵  1iCences。
·
       The Russian c° nsumρtion of China tea had increased rapid1y

120 The traditiona1 route foΓ
 the goods tΓ ansρortation from

Fujian to ρeking is: by the p°st Γoad Conneted Fujian and Jiangxi to

the Lake Boyang口  from Boyang a1ong the Riˇ er Vangtze to enteΓ  the
Kaizer Cana1 to tongzh。 ng in "ebei proˇ ince, then disembarked and
transported the goods by caΓ ts to Peking °Γ other cities neaΓ by。

121 ch。
uˉ ban 丫iˉ

"u shi-mo(CBΥ "s"口
 the documenta1 chronic1e of

the foreign affaiΓ s冫 J T° ngzhi reignperiod(】 862ˉ 74冫 口 ch。 】5。

146
147

since the end of the 18th cent凵 ry。  In 1798 the tea import from China

凵as 12,729 picu1s, ten years 1ater口  it a1most doub1ed。  :n the 1820s

the teo import reached to 38701 picu1s onnua11y, in 18弓 7ˉ 39 the tea

imported rose to 5‘ 口486 picu1s anua11y。
122

Import of tea fr¤m κyakhta(ρ icu1s冫△

丫ear    B1ack ρaihao tea Green tea   Brick tea tota1

1798

1i“冫9

1800

乙901

5Ξ 70

8135

1816

2277

227Ξ

7012

65乙 1

8525

12729

14178

189弓 1

★ Russio ρoods are conˇerted into ρicu1s at 3.69 poods=1 picu1

source: s1adkoˇ skii, p。 57。

^ˇ

erage annua1 impoΓ t of tea from China(picu1s冫

year   1802-1810

1811ˉ 1820

1821ˉ 18乙 o

2038乙

25985

38701

source: s1adkovskii口  p。 63。

The otheΓ  conti-to1 countr∶ es·  tΓodHn Chi-e teo

凵hen the de【 mnd of tea  increased in Europe frgm 1720s

on"aΓ ds and the E:C and VoC tried their best to expand theiΓ  imρorts

122 chinese ReDOsitorVJ Vo1.14口
 18‘ 5, p。 280。



°f tea口  m。re EuΓ opean countries paΓ ticipated in the tea trade in

Cant°n。 ostend' French, PΓ ussian, DanishJ s凵 edish, spanish口  ^ustΓ ian

shiρs ear1y or 1ater appeaΓ ed in Canton。  ^△long theln the Ostend,

French' s"edish and Danish tea trades 凵ere ∶n cgmparatiˇ e1y 1aΓge

sca1es。

:n 1718 P.J。 C1oots口  a bankeΓ  fΓom^msterdam口  took the fiΓ st

diΓ ect Voyage "ith sonne otheΓ  meΓ chants in a ship' undeΓ the f1ag of

"apebuΓ
g EmpeΓor Char1es VI  from Ostend to China。 123 "ith the

ΓetuΓ nˉ cargoes' the principo1 part of "hich "as 170JO00 pounds of

tea, they mode 189%profit fΓ ofn this ǒyage. In 1720 thΓ ee ships "eΓe

sent to China。  On DecembeΓ  19' 1722 the ∮Ostend merchants joined

together "ith the Ostend c¤ mpany "ith a chaΓ ter granted by the

Emperor Char1es in order to compete "ith E:C and VOC in ^siatic

trade。  凵ith its faster ships, 0nd by purchasing higheΓ :qua1ity tea

than the VGC, the Ostend Comρ any mlBde an aˇ eΓ age 1‘0% net profit on

∶he China trade。
124 The 1argest inˇ

estment of the Ostend ships 凵as

si1ver口  the va1ue of returnˉ cargos fΓ om China 凵eΓ e 55.7% for tea口

30吆 for si1k'魄 foΓ porce1ain and1。 馄 for the otheΓ s。 125FΓ。m
1719J the yeaΓ  that the Ostend 【【leΓchants began to import tea from

China into Euroρ e, to 1728口  the Ostend merchants 凵ere the 1argest

123 F。
J。 A。  :Γ oeze` "Het einde ǎn de NedeΓ 1andse theehande1 op

China"`   in  Economisch-en  soc1aa1ˉ
"istoΓ
isch  Jaarboek,  p。 128J

pub1ished by "et ⅡedeΓ 1andsch Econmischˉ
"istorisch ^rchief口

  Isˉ

Gravenhage口  "aΓ tinus Nijhoff口  1971。

12‘
 c1J.A。  J0Γ g口

"artinus, The Hague,

POrce1ain and the Dutch China TradeJ

1982。

p。弓22'

125 
κ。DegΓ yse口  De Ostendse Chinahande1(1718-17了 5)口

"istoΓ
iae1口 Vo1。 8口  "o。 12, p。 682口  197乙 。

148

in spiege1

149

impoΓ ters of China tea in the Euroρ ean continent, and on1y next

the E:C。

China tea transρ orted into 凵estern Euroρ e

(1719ˉ 1728冫
126

Countries Quantity(1b。 冫 Quantity as % of tota1

Eng1ish(EⅡ C冫

ostend

Dutch

French

7051‘ 8彐

70‘8109

21967乙 2

5zs253

41。 8

41.78

13。 01

3.4冂

tota1 冂6869577 100。 00

凵hen Considering on1y the period of 1725-1728口  the ye臼Γs

that the Ostend COJpany operated口  58.23%of the china tea in Euroρ ean

market 凵as tΓansPorted by 0stend merchants。 127

【n order to defeat the strong cha11enge of the Ostend

Company, VoC and E:C口   the t凵 0 1argest European ^siatic trading

companies口  foΓmed an a11iance凵 ith France and Prussia, togetheΓ  they

bΓ ought pΓ essure on char1es V: and the 1atter had to suspend the

charter granted to the Ostend Company for seven years。  uhen Eng1and

and the "ether1ands recognized the succession of Char1es| daugther,

the Ostend Company "as disbanded in 17乙 2口  "hich 凵as 0ne of the

126 K.Degryse口
 ibid, 682.

127 ibid。



conditions f0Γ the recognition。
12:                         ∷

The banishment of the Ostend Comany fr。 m its tΓ ade in Chiha

tea did not ease up the competetion口  besides the EIC口  VOC and French

c0mρany, the∶ Danish and s凵 edish a1so paΓ ticiρated in this cometition

at the end of 1720s and begihning of 1730s。

The fiΓ st French Voyage to Canto。  oCCurred in 1698' t"o

years 1aterJ the French China trade comany〈 La comρagnie de 1a Chine)

凵as estab1ished to organize the tΓ ade, paΓ t∶ cu1ar1y the tea tΓ ade

凵ith China。  since 1716 one ship on aˇ eΓage Ⅱas sent annua11ˇ  fr。m

France to Canton。  since the 17乙 Os on"a卜 ds t"o to thΓ ee French ships

came to Canton prif,Bri1y for tea。  The French ships aΓ Γiˇ ing in Cant。 n

incΓ eased to about three to fouΓ  annua11y in 1760sˉ 1784 "he●  the tea

凵as smuog1ed into Eng1and on a 1arge sca1e. since then this numbeΓ

reduced to one or t"o annua11y。  Th0 "apo1eonic "ars stopρ ed the

French trade 凵ith China and no French ships appeared in Canton since

179乙 .129 Unti1 1826 the French ships appeared in Canton ogain, but

they cou1d not oomρ ete in tea trade、 any rIOre "ith the B卜 itish and

^meΓ

icans。  ^1though there "ere 21 French ships came to Canton in

1828。乙3, they shipρed not more than 20,000 picu1s of tea。
130

the Danish East Comany "as estab1ished in 1729 and the

s凵edish :ndia Cgmρ臼ny "as Created thΓ ee years 1ateΓ  in 17了 2, these

128 J。
rg, p。 21。

129 The exception "ere 1802 and 180‘
。 One French ship Brought

$50J000 in specie and aΓ Γiˇe in CaHton in 1802, on its caΓ go for

homeˉ bound, there 凵as 2J652 picu1s of tea。  The French ship arriva1

ih 1803 凵as from and to "a1i1a。  "orse, Vo1.2口  p。 389, p。 ‘01。

130 Dermigny, p。
5乙 9。

150

"eΓ
e primnΓ i1y aimed at the tea trade "ith China。  Ⅱn 17了0 the first

Danish ship aΓ riˇed in Canton。  Before Der】 Inrk had entered into the

China trade, some Dutch supeΓ ca卜goes"ere¤mρ 1oyed by the Danish East

comany in the ear1y years of the China trade。 1Ξ’  :n 17Ξ‘ 0ne

Danish ship Came to Canton and brought back 7024 piCurs 。f tea。 1J?

The first s"ed1sh ship arriˇ ed in Canton in17乙 2and brought back531

picu1s of tea。

so both the E:C and the Continenta1 comanies faced the same

fact that there"as 1itt1e demand for European products in China"hen

they engaged the China trade。  This prob1θ m promρ ted the companies`to

seek out other rnrkets 臼11 a10ng the route to co11eCt si1ˇer, the

on1y r【 arketab1e meΓ chand1se 】n Canton, From the beginning of the

sixteenth Century most of the si1ˇ er in Europe Came froln the si1ˇ er

mines in centra1 and south ^merica "hiCh "as carried by the spanish

si1ˇer f1eets。 The s"edish Comany s°ugⅡ t si1ver in C0diz口  "here the

spanish si1Ver ships initia11y arrived and therefore the price of

si1ˇer "as 1o"er than anyuheΓ e e1se in Euroρe, by se11ing their o"n

most irportant productsˉ
"ood口
 ir0n and tar。  "hen the returnˉ cargoes,

the bu1k of "hich "臼 s te臼 ,13弓  "ere so1d in Europe,  the 1arge

131 κ。c1amam∶  The Danish^siatic Comany■ 17Ξ 2ˉ 1772, in

scandinavian EConomic "istorV, ǒ1.8, "o。 2, p。 1JO, 1960。

1弓 2 "。
rse, Vo1.1, p。 229,

1乙乙     Proportion °f tea i` t° ta1 corgo 0n board of

s"θdish COmany ships on homec¤ ming(tons冫

ye臼 rs tot臼 1 Cargos tea

17乙 9ˉ 50

1751ˉ 58

7198。 059

69‘5.802

15△

‘70Ξ。052

6021.832

6
8
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pΓofit a11o凵 ed fΓ om Chinese goods formed the basis °f the Company· s

pΓofit and made the sma1t s凵 edish Company t° comρete 凵ith the 1aΓge

companies 1ike the E:C and VoC。 134 The Danish Company exported

iΓ on"aΓ e' timbeΓ 口 canvas, tar` Cordage, red 1ead and po凵der口  "hich

凵ere s01d a1ong the coasts of EuΓ ope and :ndia on the voyage to

China.135  "ean"hi1e‘   the  company  eXpoΓ ted  si1ver  money  from

DenmaΓ kJ 凵hiCh Γesu1ted in inCreasing amounts of paper money being

used domestica11y,  and  increasing1y imρ orted si1ver from abΓ oad

because the price of si1ver abroad "as  1o"eΓ 。
136 In the 1:th

century a11 the European companiesJ eXcept the VoC口  carΓ ied bu11ion

to China for tea。  The s"edish and Danish China tΓ ade "ere based on

si1ˇ eΓ  exchanged foΓ  tea。
1乙 7 The French impoΓ ted a 1itt1e "ine and

1759ˉ 67 6873.293 5808.2弓 8     85

source: C.KoninckX口  p.‘ 71。

From 1770s to 1790s this propoΓ tion "as even more

higher than before。

134 Jan Kuuse口
 TΓ ade bet凵 een sⅡ eden ond the FaΓ  East fΓom the

18th CenturV to the presentˉ
"ith speCia1emDhⅡ

is on the Ⅱ 1e J the

sⅡ edish tΓ ading houses' Bengt JohanssonJ ed。 J The Go1den Age of China

tΓ ade, p。 32.

135 G1amaan口
 ibid口  p.116。

156 ibid口
 p。 119: p。 121。

157 F。
Γ examp1e口  in 1776 the Danish and s"edish brought 80 and

70 chests of si1VeΓ (1 chest〓￡1,000=3口 000 tea1s冫 and exported 18,7乙 0

and 22,868 picu1s of tea from Canton separate1y。  The tea price "as

1‘ tea1s on aVerage peΓ  picu1s in this yeaΓ 。 the va1ue of tea 凵as

a1most as same as si1ver。 "oΓ se口 V01.2口  p.12J Derη igny, Vo1.2, 卩厶8·

〓,

〓

152 153

brandy os "e11 as products frOIn their c。 1onies, bet"een76-87%of th0

Chinese goods "as paid "ith si1ver。   .

Corpared "ith  that of  the E:C,  the continenta1  ships∶

especia11y those of the s"edish and Danish口  tendθd to"ards bein0

1arger and 1arger since the ǎst expansion of tea trade in 18th

century' each of thefn carr1ed muCh more tea。

CompaΓ ision of continenta1 comρ anies "ith EIC

〈TOns 。n aˇ erage per ship冫

丫ear    Eng1ishⅢ    Dutch French s"ed∶ sh     Dan1sh

1737

1751

1763

1777

1787

480

470

499

784

7乙9

598

788

875

850

810

575

900

900

847

757

550

” 5

106弓

1174

冂296

700

950

10乙 o

1202

12‘ 0

★ The ships of the E1C, the Eng1ish priˇ ate ships engaged 1itt1e

tea trade。

source∶  "orse' the figures of 17了 7 and 1751 come from: ǒ1.1'

p。 261口  p|292: the others from Dermigny口  Vo1.522ˉ 525。

the quantity of  impoΓ ts by these continenta1 countries

mentioned aboˇe "as much 1arger than they actua11y constJned、  most of

tea "as theΓ efore reexpoΓ ted to other countries。  The Danish so1d

1aΓge  quantities   of   tea   to   HambuΓg  and  ^f【lsteΓ dam  and



suitzer1and,1乙: the s"edish so1d tea a1so to Cermany and "o11臼 nd。

"o"eˇ
er, most of the tea imρorted fr¤m Chino by the continenta1

cOJpanies "os sumgg1ed into Britain and B冖 itish ^JInrica。 139 Fr¤m

the 17‘ Os to the beginning vears of 1780s口  the quontity of tea

smugg1ed fr¤ m continenta1 countries to Britain"os fr¤ m three mi11ion

to seˇ en mi11ion pounds。 1‘O The pass0ge of the Cglmtation ^Ct in

Britain in 1784 r0ndered tea smugg1ing unprofitob1e and the tea

imρorts by the Continenta1 com卩θnies dramatica11V dec1ined。  The

"0po1eoniC"ars resu1ted in the disappearance of the Dutch and French
frOm the tea trade。  shortage of si1ver prohibited the s"edish 臼nd

Danish from comρ eting  "ith the Eng1ish and ^meriCans, in 1830s the

continenta1 countries genera11y "ithdre" fΓ om tea trade。

Cmc1Ⅱim

For one hundrθd years after tea Ⅱas introduced into Europe,

it "as sti11 considered a 1uxury commodityJ and a 1ess im卩 ortant iteln

among the meΓ chandises fr¤ m China。 The competition among the EuΓ opeon

co△panies resu1ted in a dralmtic reduotion of tea ρrices, "hich

stimu1ated the increasing consumption and in turn,  1ed to more

importation。  since the 1720s tea became the most important c-odity

importθ d by the Europeans in their China trade。  Before the opium"ar

the most of Chin臼 ·s te臼  "臼 s eXρ0rted by sea to "estern Europe, "hi1e

the Russians consumed tea fr¤ m their border trade"ith China in 1arge

138 G1a△ nnn, 1bid, p。 13`, p。 1‘4。

1Ξ 9 "。
rse, V01.1, p。 295。

140 c。
1e, p。 乙79口  p.‘05: Dermigny, Vo1.2, p。 67乙 6̄7‘。

△54 1i55

quantity on1y at end of the 18th century。  The prirlary tea fIlaΓ ket in

EuΓope"as Britain, the continenta1 companies imported tea from China

and srugg1ed a 1arge part of it into BΓ itain。  The Dutch kePt ah。 ad

in this cgmpetition in the tea trade among the Europeans before

1760s。  ^fter that口  a1though the E:C impoΓ ted more tea than any σther

European comρanyJ the continenta1 comρ anies together imported much

more tea than the Eng1iso。  Unti1 the passage of the Commutation^0t

and the discoˇ ery of opium as a foΓ m of the payment for tea, the

Eng1ish c。ntro11ed the purchase of tea口  the other Europeans gradua11y

凵ithdre" from the tea trade since they had neither a 1arge domestic

tea 11【 arket nor sufficient si1veΓ  for purchasing te。 。 On1y the

^I【

lericans口  "ho engaged in the opium trade and cou1d sti11 Carried

si1ˇer to China口  cou1d ho1d a corparatiVe1y sfIB11 share of tea tra-e

in Canton。
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sinoˉ

"estern re1ations in 18th centuΓ
y rlain1y f° und their

expΓession in a paΓ ticu1ar mode of commercia1 tΓ ansaction ih Canton.

The structure of the"estern tΓ ade"ith China"as based。 n si1ver and

co1onia1 products from India and the"a1ay archipe1ago, 1iko si1ˇ erv

Cotton口  pepρ er, 1ead. These 0ommodities "ere ex0hanged for Chinese

tea口  si1k and porce1ain by the mediati°n of the so ca11ed "ong

trades。  ^s 1ong as the trade structure "as kept in ba1ance the

"esterners "ere ab1e to IvBke 1aΓ
ge profits and commeΓ cia1 re1ations

refnained the same。 凵hen the tΓ ade structure fe11 out ba1ance as, for

instance, through a shortage °f si1ver or the prohibition of opium

sJ1ugg1ing, the凵 estern po"ers resorted to force。  The discontinuation

of the tΓ aditiona1 sinoˉ
"estern tΓ

ade because of an imba1ance in the

trade stΓ uctuΓe eventua11y did not 1ead to the dec1ine of tΓ ade, but

to mi1itary conquest: the opium 凵ar in 18‘ 0。  This uar enab1ed the

"esteΓ
ners, headed by Eng1、 ish, t°  Γeˇamp the stΓ ucture of theiΓ  tΓ ade

"ith China on their o"n teΓ
ms and{。 rced the Chinese goˇ ernment int°

acceptance。  since then the process of the 凵estern expansion into

China "as characteΓ ised by commercia1 expansion口  mi1itaΓ y sho凵 of

force and po1itica1 contro1。  Ⅱn this chapteΓ  : 1ike to ana1yze ho"

the tΓ aditiona1 stΓ ucture of sinoˉ 凵estern tΓ ade 1ost its equi1ibrium

and study the changing chaΓ acteΓ  of EuΓ opeon eXpansi。 n into China as

a resu1t of this imba1ance during the period of 1740ˉ 1840。

丁he CmtΓa1 Pos∶ tion of Tea in the sfr|oˉ UesterrD trodb

Before the 20th century, tea p1ayed a domihating ro1e in
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sinoˉ凵esteΓ n trade。  Tea "8s, in fact, "the god to "hich eˇ eΓ ything

e1se 凵as saCrificed"。
1                 '

^1though tea "as first int卜
oduced by the Dutch into Euroρ e

as ear1y as the beginning of 17th century口  it took more than a

hundred yeaΓ s befoΓ e it became a significant impoΓ t comodity from

China。  BefoΓ e the 1720s口  for both the Eng1ish and Dutch traders tea

"as sti11 far 1ess important than si1k and otheΓ
 artic1es。  :n 1704

the out"aΓ d going caΓ go of the Eng1ish ship Kent from Canton "as

va1ued at a tota1 of 127,000 tae1s of si1ˇ eΓ。 The ‘70 picu1s of teo

on board "eΓ e ǎ1ued at 14,000 tae1sJ or on1y 11% of the tota1

cargoes Va1ue in compaΓ ison to 80,000 tae1s·  of "rought si1ks。
2 :n

1715 the Eng1ish ship Dartrlouth "as sent to Canton "ith`a stock of

￡52,069口  of "hiCh ￡5口 000 凵os inˇested 】n tea。
‘
 But in the fo11o凵 ing

year, 1716J te。  began to increase in imρ oΓtance as an artiC1e in the

sinoˉ BΓ itish trade。  :n the t"o Eng1ish ships| cargoes 1eaˇ ing from

Canton, there "erO about 乙口000 picu1s of tea, ǎ1ued at ￡35口 085, and

probab1y c° nstituting more than 80% of the tota1 ǎ1ue of the

cargo。
4 The c。 nsumption of tea in ⅡoΓ thern Europe dΓθmaticθ 11y

1  Ear1 "。  ρritchard, the Crucia1 Υears of Ear1y ^ng1oˉChinese

Re1ations. 1750ˉ 1800, 凵ashington 19乙 6口  p。 16‘ 。

2

H.B.Horse,The ChΓonic1es of the East:ndia ComDanˇ Trading to

China 1635-18乙‘口 vo1.1口  OXford 1926' p。 1‘‘。

3  "。 rse' Chronic1es, Vo1.1, p。 148。

4  The t。 ta1 cargo of the ship susanna "as inˇoiced at 54口 000

tae1s of si1veΓ , the 1,565 picu1s of tea carΓ ied a1ong "ere va1ued

at teast at 45,000 tae1s。  see口  "oΓ se' ǒ1.1口  p。 157: κ。 ". Chaudh凵 Γi,

The Trading 凵oΓ 1d of As】 a and the Eng1ish East  India Comρ any口
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inCreased, and foΓ  a11 European companies Chinese tea became the most

important and profitab1e expoΓ t iteln。  From the 1720s on凵ards the

ǎ1ue of tea exceeded moΓ e than ha1f of the tota1 ǎ1ue of the

∷         eXpoΓ ts from China by the E:C in most years: :n the 1765ˉ 1774 period

the va1ue of tea constituted了 1%of the tota1ˇ a1ue of the averago

annua1 exp° rts。  ェn the years of 1785ˉ 179‘  this proportion even rose

to 85%。
5 ^1th。ugh the eXports of porce1ain口  1acquered 凵aΓ es口  si1ks

ond  OtheΓ   Chinese  goods  sti11  continued  in  Γesponse  to  the

"Chinoiserie" fashion口  the EIC pΓefered to 1eave this trade to the

"priˇi1ege tonnage" of its captains and officersⅡ  and Conoentrate on

the tea trade.6 since the ear1ˇ  yeaΓ s of the 19th century the va1ue

|阝
:     ∶丨:∶;∶i丨 fff∶∶It△∶∶tx∶∶∶Lt丨lf‖r⒒ J∶ 1yI:?廴 :丨:

pΓ oportion of tea in the EIc|s tota1 va1ue of

the expoΓ ts fΓ om China(1722ˉ 1833)

迦
Vear   tota1 Va1ue

(tae1s冫

tea quantity and va1ue    peΓ centage of

(picu1s)   (tae1s)       tota1 ǎ1ue(%)

Cambridge 1978, p。 538。

5  
∶n the years of 1765ˉ 1774 the tota1 ǎ1ue of the expoΓ ts fΓom

China by the EIC "as an aveΓ age of  1,508,107 tae1s of si1veΓ

annuat1y' the tea ǎ1ue 凵as 1,071口 570 tae1s。  :n 1885ˉ 1894 the tota1

ǎ1ue 凵as ‘口231口 107 tae1s at an annua1 aveΓage, the tea vatue 凵as

3口 617口 337 taets。  PΓ itchaΓ d, CΓuCia1 Vears p.395ˉ 396。

6  "ichae1 CreenbeΓ gJ British Trad0 and the Oρ ening of China

1800-42口  p。 3口 Cambridge, 1951。

工50 工59

1722     211850

1723     271340

1730     469879

1735     294025

1736     121152

17‘ 0     18621厶

1750     507102

1761     707000

1766    1587266

1770    1‘ 13816

1775    1045433

1780    2026045

1785    2942069

1790    4669811

1795    弓521171

1799    4091892

1817   4厶 11340

1819    5786222

1822    6154652

1825    5915462

1833    5521043

厶500

6900

13583★

5厶59

乙307

66‘6

2154乙

30000

69531

67128

22574

61200

10乙 865

159595

112840

157526

160692

213882

218327

209780

229270

119750

182500

574311

1厶 1954

87079

132960

566231

653000

1570818

152弓 8‘ 9

‘986‘4

1125983

2564701

4103828

5126198

2545624

‘11092‘

5517488

1846014

5913462

5521045

56

67

乃

‘8

71

71

72

92

Bs

94

‘8

55

87

BB

89

62

9b

92

95

100

100

★ This figure cited from Chaudhuri口  TΓ adin⒐ 凵oΓ 1望口 p.538·

sources: the figures of 1761ˉ 1799 cited fΓ om PΓ itChaΓ
dJ

CruCia1 Υears? pp。 395ˉ 596; the others cited from "orse,

ChΓ oniC1esr V01.2∶ Vo1.厶 。

The tea trade Uas so pΓ ofitab1e t0 the E:C that eveΓ
y

precaution 凵as taken to demnd its m。nopo1y of the tea supp1y to

Britain。  FΓ0m 1815 0n凵 aΓds the EIC frlade a average pr0fit 0f 0veΓ
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bΓought into the British ExchequeΓ  came fr°m the E:C· s tea trade in
the 1ast years 。f the mon。 po1y。 9

The Dutch China tΓ ade in the 18th centuΓ y "as based most1y
on the defmnd for fiˇ e gΓ oups °f ehinese c。mmodities: tea; p° Γce1ain;
ra凵   si1k氵   texti1es  inc1uding  nankeens  and  si1ks;  drugs  and

⒊贺刂
sf坩
J∵

`∶

∷彳状讠甘
a|洋
莒廴

satisfy the Dutch dernand "as supρ 1ied by the Chinese junks to

Bataˇ ia。  :n the first decades °f the 18th century the Dutch fIIade a

∶∶∶∶∶IOp∶∶∶
l: 
∶∶∶∶u∶∶

et;∶ i;∶

∶

e凵

:∶

n∶

。∶

r∶

∶∶i∶∶∶∶∶

n∶

i∶∶

°

Ih∶

0∶

1∶∶∶i∶;
and qua1ity of the tea supp1ied by the Chinese junks口

 it sent s1eˇ en
ships direct1y fΓom "o11and t。  Canton in 1728ˉ 17乙 4。  T"。 "eΓ e"Γ ecked
on the j。 urney' the other nine ships caΓ ried 1口 550Joo0 ponds °f tea

7^。
J。 sargent口 ADg1° C̄hinese￡ g,merce and Dip1omaoy,Oxford

1907口  p。 51.

8  PritchaΓ
d, CΓucia1 ΥeaΓs, p.16弓 。

9 Greenberg,BΓ
itish Trade and China口 p。 3。

10  c.j。

^。

 J。rg diˇ ided the goods shipped fΓ °m Cant° n into six
groups, the sixth group comρ ris;ng the ba11asts 1ike 1ead口

 iΓ。n口
sappan"ood,  tin口   these g。 ods Ⅱere not pΓoduced in China.  Jorg,
ρoΓ ce1ain and the9utch China TΓ 彐-e The"ague19B2,p。 217。

qq KΓ
istof G1a△ lann,Dutchˉ Asiatic Tra0e口 The"ague19sBJ p。 215。

工60 工6工

to the va1ue of f1.1,743'945口  "hich Γepresents a 7乙 。9% share of the

toto1 va1ue of the return caΓ goes口  resu1ting in a net pΓ ofit of

f1。 2,53‘口459.12Ⅱ n17乙 4the diΓ ect trade bet凵een H011and and China

"as abandoned because of  a shoΓ
tage of bu11ion.  Instead,  the

directors of the VOC decided to send t凵 0 ships annua11y fΓ ofn Bataˇ ia

to Canton foΓ  tea puΓ chase and口  J1lean凵 hi1e口  to profnote the Chinese

junk trade。  After the Chinese △IassaCre of 1740, in 凵hiCh a1most a11

of the Chinese∵popu1ation °f B白 taˇ ia "as murdered, the Chinese junk

trade dec1ined, and in the 1750s the Chinese tea trade in Batavia

came to end。  The VoC resumed diΓ ect tΓ ade "ith China "ith its o凵 n

ships fΓ om 1757 on凵 ards。  FΓ om the 1720s to the 1790s "hen the Dutch

凵ithdre" fΓom the China tr8de口  tea a1so composed the chief commodity

in Dutch expoΓ ts froln China。   In most yeaΓ s of this period tea

comprised 70ˉ 80% of the tota1 ǎ1ue of the Γeturn shipments fΓ om

Canton for the "ether1ands口  and in some years th;s pΓ opoΓ tion Γose

to moΓe than 85%。

PΓ oportion of tea in the va1ue of Dutch

shipments fΓ om Canton(1729ˉ 1795冫

ΥeaΓ    Tota1 ǎ1ue(f1.冫 tea ǎ1ue(1b。 冫     PΓ 。portion(%冫

1729

17乙 0

1756

17‘ 0

284902

234932

365036

1075001

242420

20弓603

2015B0

590328

85.1

Bs。 7

55.5

54.9

12  J。
 de Hu11u," 0ˇ er den Chinaschen hande1 der Oost;ndische

Companie in de deΓ tig jaar ǎn de 18e e0uⅡ
"口  in BiidΓ agen tot de

Taa1-,Land-en Vo1kenkunde van ⅡedeΓ 1andsch Indi0(B⒒ V冫口The"ague
1917口  Vo1。 7了 , pp。‘2ˉ 43。



1746

1750

1756

1760

1zss

1770

1776

1780

1786

1790

1793

1228130

1366760

2067512

180弓 27‘

25B0‘02

24052弓 2

2451597

2471829

4538034

683971

271‘ 789

875529

96040弓

1351450

1614B01

2087036

1777256

1723870

1738936

3342391

367316

2150192

71。 5

70.3

65。‘

89.6

80。 8

73.9

70.3

70.4

73.7

55.7

” .2

1,‘ 11391 tae1sJ being 51% of the tota1 va1ue.冂 5 :n most years of

the 180oˉ 1830s period, the tea constituted in geneΓ a1 30ˉ 60%of the

t°ta1 ǎ1uo。  :n 18弓7 the 氵a1ue of tea began to eXceed 50% and rose

to about65%, in 1840 the^meΓ icans bought 19J乙 乙弓J579pounds of tea'

"hich amounted to 81% of the tota1 va1ue of their purchases from
China.16 si1k, "hiCh had been an important item in the China trade

"as great1γ
 reduced fΓ¤m theˇa1ue of9‘8,849 tae1s of si1ver in 1821

to 205口 0马6 tae1s in 1840.17 By then the ^merican China tΓ ade "as

a1most comp1ete1y concentΓ ated on the t0a tΓ ade。

Tea a1so p1ayed a significant ro1e in the China trade of the

other ￠ontinenta1 cgmρ anies。  "o"eˇerJ because the passage of the

Commutation ^ct of 1784 in Britain resu1ted in a ha1t to tea

sfrugg1ing from the continent into BΓ itain, and because of a shortage

ofⅡ bu11ion口  the continenta1 comanies "ithdΓ 0" fΓ om thF China tΓ ade

on0afteΓ  another since the second ha1f of the 1780s. As a resu1t the

trade in Canton "as dominated by the Eng1ish, and shared in a sma11

part by the ^Rer∶ cans。  ^t the eve of the opium "ar some 乙50口 000

15  Fr。 m the beginning yedrs to the 18乙 Os the price of tea in

Canton f1uCtuated bet"een 23ˉ 26 tae1s of si1ˇ er ρer picu1。  "ere I

take 24.5tae1s as the aˇ erage ρΓice in this period。  The figures of

tea quantity and tota1 ǎ1ue of expoΓ ts"ere cited fΓ om The O1d China

TΓade by FosteΓ  Rhea Du11es' "e" Vork 1970口  p。 210口  Reprint from the
first editioh of BOston 19乙 0。

16  Tim。thy PitkinJ A stat∶ stica1 Vie" of the COJImerce of the

United states of ^merica口  Hartford 1816口  (Γeprinted in "eⅡ  "aven

18乙 5冫 , p.乙 01.             ∶                                       ∷

17Du11es,01d曲
i品 |Γ耐e,p。 118.       ∶

Ⅱ

柳辶

source: J0rgJ p。 217ˉ 220。

The first AmeΓ ian ship Emρ ressJ "hich sai1ed to China in

1784' carΓ ied back ‘,002 picu1s of tea口  costing 66J100 tae1s of

si1ˇer  and  ΓepΓesenting  92% of  the  tota1  out"aΓ d cargo  fΓ om

Canton.13 "o"eˇ er the Americans did not concentrate as much on the

tea trade as the Evropeans in the same ρeriod。  :n 1792 six ^meΓ ican

ships eXpoΓ ted caΓ goes Va1ued at 弓17,270 tae1s fr。m canton, 11口 538

picu1s of tea va1ued at 165,440 tae1s,1‘  af【 l。unted to 52% of the

tota1 va1ue of the cargoes。  凵hen in 180‘  the ^mericans expoΓ ted

caΓgoes va1ued at 2,766,2‘ O tae1s fΓ om canton口  tea "as ǎ1ued at

13  "。
Γse,′ Chronic1es, ǒ1.2. p。 95。

14№
"e,m∞ nic1∞∶吨1.2,o。 20。。
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for the European manufactures in China。  This exp1ained for the co1d

attitude  of  the  court  to"ards  foreign  tΓ ade。   The  Emperor

Qian1ong(reigning in1736:1795) sai-口  ·· the Ce1estia1 Court possesses

a11  things  in pro1ific  abundance and  1acks nothing "ithin my

teΓ ritory。  The reason that I permit foreigners to come to trade in

my country ls on1y because:"ish to disp1ay my kindness to the

peop1e fΓ om r品te regi°ns"。 20

"o"eveΓ
,  there  is an excePtion to this ru1e of se1fˉ

sufficiency: China‘ s delmnd foΓ  si1veΓ  for curΓ ency purpose。 ^s^dam

smith said the deI【nnd for si1ˇeΓ  has t"o components。  "hen "ea1th

increases, the demand for si1veΓ  as a cuΓ rency a1so incΓ eases in

order  to  increase  the  circu1ation  of  o  greater  quant讠 ty  of

commodities氵  "ea1th a1so 1eads to the acquisition of more 1u卜 ury

items and curiosities。 21  :n the case of China,  th0 defmnd for

si1ˇer "as priwIari1y based on the first component mentioned by ^dam

smith。  si1ˇ er "as not extensiˇ e1y ρroduced in China, and unti1 the

18th century copper coins had a1"ays been the prirnΓ y currency in

China foΓ  more than thousand years。  The inconˇenienCe of using 1o"

va1ue copper c° ins in circu1ation severe1y obstructed the evo1ution

of a I【 larket economy。   :n 1378 the "ing g° ěrnment  issued paper

money(Daˉ
"ing Baoˉ

chao冫  to s。 1ˇe the cΓ isis "hich occurΓ ed "hen the

copper mines "eΓ e becO【 ning exhaustθ d, "hi1e the vo1ume of trade "as

gΓo"ing to a 1arge sca1e。  Because more paper money 凵as iss凵 ed than

the market needed口  its va1ue o1tJmeted 10% of its origina1 ǎ1ue in

the t"enty yeaΓ s after it "as issued。  :n the 1ast deCade of the 15th

20

CouΓ t),

Qing shi Lu(QsL,  the DoCumenta1 Chronic1e of the Qing

Qian1ong reignperiod, ch。 603。

21 ^dam smith, ^n 1n¤
uiΓ  ̌into the"ature and the Causes of the

凵ea1th of "ationsJ "e" Υork 19乙7, p。 188。

picu1s of tea exported froln Canton annua11y "as ǎ1ued at about

9'450,000 do11ars of si1Ver' "hich composed about 70% of the tota1

ǎ1u0of the merchandise shipped fΓ om China。
1:

si1ver〓  m- of 卩曰-t f0r tea

凵hen the Europeans thirst for tea great1y increased and the European

EasteΓ n trading c¤mpan1es competed "】 th each othe卜  in the China

trade, they a11 faced the same prob1em: ho" to finance the tea t卜 ade?

There 凵as hard1y any market in China foΓ  European rlade products∶  The

Ce1estia1 Emρ iΓe in the 18th century "as economica11y based on a

combination of agricu1tvre and fami1y unit produced handicraftsr凵 ith l

its ǎst terΓ itoΓ y, abundant products口  high-qua1ity handicΓ afts and

considerab1y deˇ e1oped d¤mestic wIarketJ the Chinese cou1d produce

most of the dai1y necessities themse1ˇ es and seaΓ ched foΓ  other

necessities 1ike tΓ opica1 produCts they cou1d not pΓ oduce in nearby

markets。  Eˇen by the beginning of 20th Cehtury the situation of high

se1f-suffiCiency sti11 had not fI△ JCh Changed I【 uch。  Robert "aΓ t口  the

Genera1 Director of Chinats Customs serˇ iCe in the 1ate19th century口

∶∷∶⒎
"t芽
:∷

n∶

ls(⒉ ∷t∶;∶j口⒒∶I∶
¨
扌k∶
°
ll退 s∶∶】

these stap1es and the innLIneΓab1e natiVe adjuncts, they do not need

to buy a pemy’ s uoΓ th e1seuheΓ e。 "19The high se1f¨ sufficiency and`

1o" purchasing po"er of the Chinese resu1ted in very 1imited maΓ kets

18va。
xiangao ed。 J zhongˉ guO Jinˉ dai Dui叫 甜

"aOˉ

ǐ shi zh卜

1iao 冂840ˉ 1895(s0uΓces of the "istory of FoΓ eign Trade of "odern

China, 1840ˉ 95冫 J V° 1。 1口  Peking 1962, p。 258。

19 GreenbergJ BΓ itish Trade and ChinaJ p。 5J cited from RobeΓ t

Ihese from the Land of sin1m口  LOndon 1901.
"aΓ

tJ

△6刂
工65



礻

丨 |

centuFˇ this paper mOney "as a1most abandoned from circu1ation' and

si1ˇ eΓ p1ayed a more and mo卜 e imρ o卜 tant ro1e as a cuΓ rencˇ 。 Th0"ing

government  tri ed  in J,nny "ays to search  for a1teΓ nate si1Ver

sourc0s,22 but did not succeed becaus0 there "eΓ e fe" si1v0Γ  mines

to be found in China。  ^1though the p。卜tuguese口  spahish, and Japanese

brought abundant si1ˇ er and si1ˇer coins into China most1y for the

蓦:∶ ;∶2fftJ∶
ks∶

∶∶I;℃∶∶:h群⒒u崽:∶l∶l;1找e∷∶∶
the huge deImnd for si1ˇ er in oo a vast oountry。  The shoΓ tage of

si1ˇer I,nde its use as a currehcy so expansiˇ e· that its purchasing

po"er "as doub1e that of si1ˇ er in the song and 丫uan peΓ iod(960ˉ

22  The "ing Emperor e氵
en dispatched e1huchs t°  the pΓ oˇ inces

to prO【 vlote the search for· s11ˇer mines in 1ate 16th century。  zhang
Xie口  Dong Xi Vang κao("otes on the tra0e "ith EasteΓn and "estern
oceans冫 , c|.8, 1617, Γeprinted in peking 1981 ed。 , p。 155。

23  ^cc。 rding to mγ  ca1cu1ation口  a11 the si1ˇ er f1o"ing ∶nto

Chi na  in the  1ate "ing  PeΓ iod(1567-16‘ 5冫  p冖 obab1y amounted  to

350,000JO00 冫si1ˇ er do11aΓ s。  "ost si1ˇer came fΓ om Japan: about
250,000口 000do11ars, some75口 000口 000do11arsˇ ia"ani1a口  from spanish

^meΓ
ica; the Portuguese probab1y caΓ ried Ξ乙口500,000 do11ars fΓ om

Europe to China。  zhuang Guotu," Lun"ingˉ ji Haiˉ
"ai zhongˉ

guo siˉ chou

"aoˉ

yi"(The Ovρrseas  TΓade of  Chinese  si1k  in  the  1ate "ing

Period,15sz△ “ 3冫 ,in zhongˉ guo yu"a卜 shang s卜 chou zh卜 1山 (China and

the"aritime si1k Route冫 , a co11eCtion of the papers pΓ esented to the

:nternationa1 seminaΓ  on china and the "aritime Routes of the si1k

Route in Quanzhou口 organized by V"EsC0口  Fujian Peop1e:s PΓ ess 1991,

pp。‘6ˉ 48。
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1367冫。乙

"hen tea rep1aced sⅡ
k as the mos亡 ioportant Chi乩 s0

export commoditˇ j 。i1ver Gontinued to p1ay a centra1 ro1e ih tho

ex0hange。  "o other n臼ti0n in tho "oΓ 1d but the Chinese "as so eager

for si1ver。                                             ∷         ∶
'      Eˇ

en 1n anc1ent ROJInn times the "est had found it necessarψ

to provide bu11ion in order to puΓ chase si1k and spices。 25 since

th0 1ate 16th century, first the P0rtugueso口  0nd th0n the spanish,

continued to proˇ ide si1ˇ er for Chinese g° °ds。  Ⅱhen the Eng1ish

became the 1argest tea purchasers frOm`1he 1760s on"ardsJ f。 11°ued

by the^mericans from the 1ast decade of the 18th century, thes0 t"o

countries corried the IunJor part of the sitˇ er f1o"ing 1nto China。

^s "ith the other European coQanies the EⅡ
C· s si1Ver source

origina11y came from spanish ^merica。  The si1veΓ  coins shipped to
、China "ere usua11y packed in chests containing each about four

thousand coins。  :n the first triρ  to Canton in 16乙7 the Eng1ish

brought 62口 060 rea1s of eight。 26 ^t the beginning of the 18th

century "hen the sinoˉ Eng1ish trade "as sti11 conducted on a smn11

sca1e口  the Chinese trade"as on1y one t"entieth of the Eng1ishˉ :ndian

2‘
  ch。an "ansheng, songˉ

"ing Jian Baiˉ
ǐn GOuˉ rIai Li de Bianˉ

dong Jiˉ口i Vuanˉ ǐn(The F1uctuation of Purchasing po"er of si1ˇ eΓ

from sohg to "ing  and its Causes), in Xin 丫a Journa1 ("ong κong冫 ,
Vo1.8, Ⅱo。 1, pp。 157ˉ 186。

25 "。
A。 crosby Forbes, John Deˇ ereuX κernan and Ruth s。

"i1kins,Chinese Exoort si1ˇ er 1785 to 1885, "useum of the ^Ⅲ erican China

TΓ臼de, "臼 ssaChusetts 1975,.p。 22。

26  "orse, Chronictes口
 Vo1.1,p.21, p。 ‘07。



trade ao a rnΓket f0r British produ0ts.27 Fr¤ m 1708 to 1712

Eng1ish exported ε5,000 in meΓ chandise 口nd ￡50,000 in bu11ion

Chin0 annua11y。 28 :n most yeors froln the beginning yeaΓ s to

midˉ 18th century, si1ver c¤ mprised more tha卩 90%°f the stock of

EIC| ships t° China。

Pr°portion of si1ver in stock of E:C ships

t0China(Tae1s)29

Vear stock         Percentage of

goods      s;1ˇ er    si1veΓ  1n stoGk(%冫

the

to

the

the

1677     2110

1681    弓1乙50

1682   ‘Ξ797

1698    75000

1699    16425

1704    14898

1707     83‘ 3

1709     7905

1717     9636

4778

弓7500

84000

60000

/,a彐乙

1乙9‘52

63000

9乙000

99000

甾

弘

“

“

″

∞

田

″

"

27  sargentJ Commerce and DiD1oI【
ncˇ口 p。 4?。

28 sargent,Co-rce and DiD1O【
,【acy,p。 09.

29 This tab1e sho"s the prop° rtion of si1ver in the stock, here

: on1y se1ected the figures of ships stocks 凵hiCh Cou1d be kno"n both

things of theˇ a1ue of the goods and bu11ion。  The rate of conˇ eΓsion

￡1〓乙 tae1s: 1 do11ar〓 0.72 tae1。

工68 工69

1919     8064

1721     54乙 9

172⋯ ss4

1729★   12951

17乙 1★    127‘ 7

1733    30000

1735     2568

17Ξ8     3360

17‘ 7     7厶07

17‘9     1845

冂751★   70476

96000

132000

102000

‘8000Q

657000

105000

144000

120000

105000

90000

‘冂2800

叼

%
″

吖

田

Ⅱ

叨

叩

”

呷

“

Ⅱ Three ships togetheΓ  in 1729, four ships together

in 1731J fiˇ e ships togetheΓ  in 1751。

source∶  "orse, Chronic1es口  Vo1.1, p。 ‘07ˉ 313。

Fr¤m the tab1e above "e can esti△ nte that the proportion of

si1ˇer Ⅱas aboot 90% of the tota1 va1ue of stock on the ships to

China in 1700ˉ 1Ts弓 . ^Ccording to the same source, of the 178Eng1ish

ships sai1ing to China in 1700ˉ 175乙 口 "e kno" some 65 ships carried

7,099口 068 tae1s of si1ˇ e∫  at an average 109'226 tae1s per ship。

Therefore "e f,lay estiIIlate that  the  178 Eng1ish ships brought

19口 640,000 tae1s of si1veΓ  to China in 1700ˉ 5Ξ。

FOr the years 1758ˉ 62 the figuΓes of exports to China "ere

174,000  tae1s  in  merchandise  and  219,000  toe1s  in  bu11ion

annua11y。
3O ^fter the 1760s the E:C expanded its exportation of

meta1 such as 1ead and tin, and r¤
" cotton to China口

 "hi1e the

propoΓ tion of si1ˇer in the stock sharp1y decreased。 "o"ever, because

30  sargent口
 Commerce and Dio1oIllBCˇ , p。 49。



the trade"ith China, especi011y tea purchase, raρ id1y incΓ eased, the

abso1ute quantity °f si1ˇ er exportθ d into china sti11 increas● d。  :n
17‘0ˉ 70 the ρΓ°ρ°rti°n °f si1ˇer in the Eng1ish expoΓ ts t°  Chino
reImined stab1e at about 50%。  uρ  t°  the ρeriod of 1795o99 this
prop°rtion "as rθ duced t°  1Ξ %。弓1 "°

"eˇ
er, becauso the China trode

great1y exponded and the ǎ1ue of the iiports t°  china reached
5口 37了口o15 tae1s 卩er annum口  the arlnuaⅡ 1 im,ort 。f si1ˇer t°  Chin旧 "as
sti11 os much as 7了 9,974 tae1s on aˇ erage。

`

si1ˇ er 1rpOrted by EIC t°  china 1760ˉ 182弓

year tae1s year tae1s

j
蕊

攫
簿
巢
`
钅

1777

1778

1783

17Bb

230‘ 00

90720

8‘60

2062080

1816

1820

182乙

2‘ 52511

189886乙

6599g8

1760

1761

1762

1zsΞ

176‘

1zs5

17“

1767

17‘8

1769

1770

1∶厂71

1772

冂Ⅱ

1776

765414

a16ooo

322‘ 10

528609

3乙8781

1690‘ 79

19BO593

6200‘ o

521‘27

489186

82204‘

879630

5z08⒎2

81‘ 52

弓9‘ 01‘

1zB7

1788

1789

1790

1T,1

1792

1∶口冫6

1797

1798

1z99

1800

1801

180弓

180‘

1815

1912320

209‘873

1321920

2106041

172800

518400

1209‘ o

62s9s5

1‘2sB30

1623171

421‘‘2

77920

1Ξ zsBBs

795062

10‘8272

噼

甚

戴

增

建

屋

Ι

磁

芭

Ⅱ

出

讧

Ⅱ

■

●

圮

钒

Ⅱ

Ⅱ

Ⅱ
J
磴

∷魔

扌

阝

I

125‘6795 tota1 Ξ5,121'0弓2   tae1s

souΓces: 1760-1799J from PΓ itchard, C卜 ucia1 Vears口  p。 399: 1800ˉ

1823, from U.E。  Cheong, "andarins and "eΓ chants■ Jardine"atheson &

Co。  a China Agency of the Ear1v "ineteenth CentuΓ v, 8angkok 1979J

p。 19。

:f "e consider the aˇ erage afIlOunt of 219口 000 tae1s per annum

in 1758ˉ 62 as the average amount per annum in 1754ˉ 1759, then "e

arr∶ ě at the figure 1,314,000 tae1s, "hich "as the amount of si1veΓ

the Eng1ish bΓ ought into China。  TheΓ efore, "e can estiIIIate about

5乙 ,875口 0彐2 tae1s of si1ˇ er "as bΓ ought into China in 1700ˉ 1823by the

Eng1ish。  sinCe 1823 the Eng1ish c臼 rried nO JIlore si1veΓ  into China。

The Dutch undoubted1y brought a 1arge quantity of si1ver

into China in the 18th centuΓ y口  ho"eveΓ , comρ aΓ ed "ith otheΓ s, they

"ere the on1y"esterners "ho did0ot a1most tota11y depend on bu11ion
for tea purchase before the 1760s。  ^1though theΓ e eXisted occasiona1

direct trade bet"een "o11and and Canton, the Dutch China trade in the

first ha1f of the 18th century "as most1y a trigona1 tΓ ade through

Bataˇ ia。  since the Dutch possessed tΓoρ ica1 pΓoducts fΓ om theiΓ

co1onies 1ike peppeΓ , tin, spices冖  "hich "ere marketab1e in China,

they tΓ ied to insist on the pΓ incip1e of baΓ ter tΓ ade。  :n the period

of the Chinese junk trade in Bataˇ ia, the Dutch seefn to haˇe been

quite successfu1。  They paid pΓ ;JIBr i1y"ith the tΓ opica1 pΓ oduCts for

the tea bΓ ought by the Chinese junks to Bataˇ ia。  "o"eˇ eΓ , "hen the

demand of tea in European I】 laΓ kets Γose drafIBtica11y the Dutch had to

彐1 PⅡ
itchard口 Crucia1丫eors,p.394口 乙%|

△70
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carry bu11ion fΓ om EuΓ ope or other factories to Batavia in oΓ der to

pay foΓ  the puΓ chases。  FΓom the beginning of the 1700s to the 17乙 0s'

the VOc shipped no tess than f1。 5,000口 000 peΓ  yeaΓ of bu11ion fΓ om

"o11and tO Bataˇ
ia。  :n 1722ˉ 28 the am。 unts reached a c1imaX 凵ith

annua1  cons1gments of  f1.6口 800口 000ˉ 7口 900'000. 2  In 1728ˉ 34 nine

shi ps "ere sent direct1y fΓ om Ho11and to Canton口  their consignments
∞mpo∞d a1most on1y of bu11ion口 岫i山 阳s96%“ the tota1旧 1山e
of f1。 2'5“ ,3s9.33:nstⅡ 山。f this diΓ∝t frlethod of trading the
diΓectors of the VOC decided to send from 17乙 4 。n"ards t凵 0 ships

fiΓ st to Bataˇ ia口  then on to China。  :n 。rder to purchase g♂。ds f。 r

these tⅡo ships the B。 aΓd of DirectoΓ s Γeserved a sum of f1.600,000

annua11y.34 ρa∴t of this'bu11ion"as invested in puΓ chasing
tΓopica1 products in Bataˇ ia foΓ  se11ing in China。  To"aΓd the end of

the 1730s the Dutch s。 1d ab。ut 500口 000 pounds 。f pepper a yeaΓ  in

Canton. In the 1740s the sa1es of pepper reached 1'5ooJ000-2'000'000

pounds, and in the 1750s the sa1es reached a peak of ⒌
'000口
000pounds

a year口
35 this amount "as "oΓ

th about 180,000 tae1s 。f si1veΓ and

a1most equa1 to the vo1山 e of tea bought by the Dutch in the same

years。  The Dutch tea tΓade in Bataˇ ia dec1ined afteΓ  1740 because of

the massacΓ e of the Chinese in Bataˇ ia口 and because the shipping fΓ oln

Canton ǐa Bataˇ ia to Europe cou1d not compete‘ 凵ith 0ther European

ships in speed and the qu早 1ity °f tea they caΓ ried。  F凵 nthermore口  the

2G1跏 ann,Ⅱ t山 “§i扪 c TΓ浏。口u69。

33  C1amann, Dutchˉ
Asiatic TΓ ade∶  p。 69.

弓‘
  J。 rg, ρoΓ ce1ain, p。 27。

55  G1amann, Dutchˉ
Asiatic TΓ ade, p。 245.

sa1es of tropica1 ρΓoducts in China faced stΓ ong competetioh frorn the

Enq1ish。  TheΓefore the VOC decided to ΓesuIle the direct trade bet"een

"o11and and China in 1757。
 Because the Dutch had no home produced

goods "hiCh "ere rlarketab1e  in ChinaJ  the VoC,  1ike the other

European companies, had to conduct the bu1k of its trade in si1Ver

and to finance each ohip"ith f1。 mO,ooo in si1ver∞ inage。“ Fr。m

then on the Dutch paFticipated a1ong the same 1ines as the other

Europeans 凵ho pouΓ ed si1ˇ er into China foΓ  the purchase of their tea。

si1VeΓ  imported by VOC to China in some yeaΓ s

in 1776-178837 (tae1s冫

year   ship amount year ship amlount

1776   4

1777   4

1778   4

1779   4

444000

153000

乙93000

348000

1780

1zBs

1787

1788

18乙 000

410000

480000

318000

‘

5

4

4

Froln the tab1e aboVe it can be seen that each of the Dutch

ships carried on an average 82J697 tae1s of si1ver or f1.286,959(at

the  rate  1  tae1〓 f1。 弓。47冫  t°  China,  this "as a1fIlost equa1  to

f1.300.000 "hich the BoaΓ d of the VoC decided upon to finance each

of the ships going to China afteΓ  1757. From 1757 to 1794 155 Dutch

36  J。
rg口  PoΓCe1ain口  p。乙5。

37 zhuang Guotu口
" shiˉ ba shiˉ ji zhongˉ he Hai-shang Chaˉ y占 "a。

ˉ

yi"(sinoˉ Dutch Tea Trade in 18th Century冫 , in "ai-jiao shi Υanˉ

J1u(studies on the Chinese "aritime "istory、  1992, No。 1J p。 56。

髯
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ships  sai1ed  t°   Canton。 3:  If the  figure  T1s。 82,697  can  be
considered as the aˇ erage quantity of si1ver that each °f the Dutch
ships bΓ°ught t。 ChinoJ then "e aΓ Γiˇe at the figuΓe of 11口 1‘‘口095
tae1s f。 r the quant∷ ity of si1ˇer that 冂乙5 Dutch ships brought to
China in 1757ˉ 1794。  :f "e assume that ha1f of f1.600口 o0o' "ith "hich
the Board °f the ǒC annua11y financed t"°  ships sent t°  China, uith
a stop in Bataˇ ia fΓ om 1735 on"ards, "as carried t°  Cant°n in si1ˇ er

0oinage, then each 。f them bΓ ought f1.15o,000° r T1s。 ‘3,228t° China.
Because in the 1735-1756 peΓ i°d 85 Dutch ships sai1ed t°  Canton,乙9

then "e arriˇ e at a tota1 of 乙口sTt,JBO tae1s si1ver口  "hich the Dutch
brought t。 China in 17乙 5ˉ 1756。  In 1728-17乙 4 nine ships sent direct1y

fΓom "o11and carried 702.Bs5 tae1s of bu11i°
n。
40 From the aboˇ

e
figures "e arriˇ e at a tota1 figure of 15.5‘ 1,Ξ30 tae1s, "hich "as
probjb1y the amo凵 nt 0f si1ver bΓ 。ught by the Dutch t°  China in the
peΓ iod °f 1728-1794。  :n the 172oˉ 1795 period the Dutch shipped
f1.220,1‘6,00o °f bu11ion or ‘乙,‘‘2口 651 tao1s of s∶ 1ˇ eΓ fΓom Europe
to^sia, about °ne fouΓ th of this amount found its 凵ay into china。 41

“ J。 rg,P。 rce1ain口 pp。 197∶⒛1· 庀∞rding t。 DeΓmigny,the

丨::∶∶;∶∶误: f∶慊丨:∶∶δ ∶∶∶∶。扌11ix}:;j∶ sl∶∶I∶∶
nI;‘

甘÷⒎忑营营:L苕:T军:

弓9 J。
rg口 P°rce1ain,pp。 196ˉ 19⒎

^∝
。rding t° DeΓmigny口 this

figure "as 83, Dermigny, Canton, pp。 521ˉ 522。

‘0  G1amann, Dutchˉ

^siatic TΓ
ade口  p。 46。

41    
ǎ11e of g。。ds bought frofn China and export1。 f
bu11ion fΓ om Europe to ^sia by the Dutch(f1.1,000冫

ǎ1ue of purchases

In  comparison  to  the  Eng1ish  and  Dutch,  the  otheΓ

e。ntinent毛汉 EuΓ°peans, and here"e Γefer Jnin1y to the French,

s"edish and Danish口  had theiΓ o凵n ChaΓ acteristics in the China tΓ ade。

First1y, they did not possess such m旧 rketab1e co1onia1 pΓ oducts as

Cotton口  pepρer, 1ead, tin and so on口  so that theiΓ  means of payment

foΓ  tea depended eVer IIlore on bu11ion。  seCond1y, theiΓ  ships "ere

much 1arge冖  than those of the E:C but about th0 same size as those

of the D山 tch。  It means each of theiΓ  ships 0arried more si1ˇ er into

China and brought IIloΓe tea back Europe than the aˇ erage EIC ships。

COmparison of the European ships

caΓΓying si1ver and tea42

1720-1730

1730-17‘ 0

17‘ 0ˉ 1750

1750ˉ 1760

1760-1770

1770ˉ 1780

1780ˉ 1790

1790ˉ 1795

弓00

4800

11500

18300

26800

26400

26500 
·

6600

8000

16800

13900

23600

37900

弓5900

‘0000

13400

tota1   117000〓 3乙 7175‘ 9 tae1s 220146〓 63442651

tae1s

souΓ ce: Femme s。  Gaab1`。 丿 =∷  1OsChiedenisˇ an de VoC, 凵a1burg

PeΓs 1991, p。 135, p。 147。

‘2  "orse, Chronic1es, 
ǒ1。 2.

year
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year     Eng1ish★

ship tea si1ˇ er

si1ˇer

FΓench

ship tea si1ˇ eΓ

Danη sh

ship tea si1ˇ eΓ

ˉ
"edish
ship tea

to Chi?a45 ("hich is the amount the Dutch ships carΓ ied in the
second ha1f 。f 18th centuΓy),  then 凵e arriˇe at the figuΓ e of
58,5弓6J802 tae1s of si1ˇ er f。 r the 466 ships 。f 。ther continent白 1
countries sai1ing to Canton in 1719ˉ 1799。  since the beginning 。f th0
19th centuΓ y very 1itt1e si1ˇ eΓ  凵as bΓ°ught by the c。 ntinenta1
Countries int° China, because they c。 u1d use the faci1ities 。f the
Eng1ish bi11 eXchange seΓ ǐce.

^1th°
ugh the Americans entered the China tΓ ade as 1ate as

1784口  they soon became the second 1argest tea exp。 rters fΓ ofIl China
as "e11 as the 1aΓ gest si1veΓ  imp°ΓteΓ s int°  China。  The ^Ivler i cans

a1so had furs and g1nseng to °ffer as marketab1e in China。  :n the
1ast fifteen years °f the 18th centuΓy, ithe ^meΓ icans abundant1y
shipρed fuΓ s and ginseng t°  Cant° n口  "hich 凵ere probab1y a1most
Va1u。 -1e enouoh foΓ  the payment of tea and° theΓ  Chinese meΓ ohandise。

The^merican fuΓ  trade in Canton met 凵ith competition by the Eng1ish`

unti1 the sources °f furs "ere eXhausted in the first decade of the

19th centuΓy. 凵hen the continenta1 Euroρ eans "ithdre凵  fΓ om the China
tΓ ade because of the"ap° 1eonic uars、  the^meΓ icans"eΓe ab1e to p。 ur
abundant arIlou。 t 。f s;1ˇ er into China to ekpand their o"n China trade。

They so1d manufactures from EuΓ。pe in the spanish American poΓ ts,
then caΓ ried the proρ

F甲
ds in si1ˇ er via Cape "orn Cape t。  Canton to

pvrchase Chinese products 1ike tea' si1k and poΓ ce1a,n。 In 1805。 】84o
the AmeΓ icans shipped a1t° getheΓ  61口 484J‘00 tae1s of si1ˇ er口  or
1J607,899 tae1s in aˇ erage' per annum。

si1ˇ er in ^merican ExpoΓ ts t。  China(1'0o0 do11ars冫

1776   8   1820

1777  9  49962

1780  12  69445

2

1781

1782  13  92130

1786  29 157116

1787  29 82150

1788  26 141218

5  ‘2893  132

7 27了32  128

18730  80

157z7 51

乙   17560  96

乙0889  90

240‘0  94

15190  59

19980  149

2  22868  70

2  21乙 87 65

3  30817

2  50100  55

3  乙6592 218

2  21682 129

2  19407  77

150

77

3   8  317乙 5  195

716

66‘   3  12967 238

728

1266弓3859 2乙 弓8 25 114926 695  18  142116 599 16 182855 616

★ The Co1umn of the Eng1ish on1y refeΓs to the E:C, because ěΓy

1itt1e si1veΓ  and tea "eΓ e caΓ ried by Eng1ish priVate IvleΓ chants.

Tea(picu1s), si1ˇ eΓ (chest' 1 Chest〓乙000 tae1s)

The aboˇ e tab1e sho凵 that in the 1776ˉ 1788 peΓ iod, in each

of the ships carrying chests of si1ˇ er to China and picu1s of tea to

Europe口  the FΓ ench carried on0n aveΓ age50chests of si1veΓ and4997

picu1s 9f teaJ the Danish about 33.3 chests of si1ˇ er and 7口 895

picu1s of tea夕  the s"edish 36.2 chests of si1ˇ er and 11,428 picu1s

of tea口  and the Eng1ish 】8。 5 chests of si1ˇ eΓ and5030picu1s of tea。

The ships of these continenta1 countries Ⅱere of equa1 size to those

of  the DutCh  in the second ha1f of the 18th centuΓ y and the

specifications 凵ere n0t vqΓ y diffeΓent。  AsstJlned that from the 1720s

on"aΓ ds eaCh of the continenta1 ships caΓ Γied82'697 tae1s of si1veΓ

43 :n the second ha1f 
。f the

ⅡeΓe 1aΓger than bef° re, but the

of the cargos t° China "as 1°凵eΓ

18th century the continenta1 ships

pΓ opoΓ ti°n of si1ver in the va1ue

than bef°Γe.
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Vears Tota1 expoΓ ts si1ˇ eΓ % of si1ˇ eΓ  in tata1

1805

1806

1807

1808

1809

1810

1811

1812

1815

1815

1816

1817

1818

1819

1820

1821

1822

1825

1824

1825

1826

1827

1828

1829

1830

1831

1832

18‘弓

1854

3842

5127

‘294

5‘ 76

2902

4176

2895

30弓 2

76

81

67

87

0.8

8乙

两

sB

‘2

46

80

83

82

77

”

Bs

77

B0

81

64

65

10

44

11

28

36

20

38

1835

1856

】8弓 7

1858

1839

18‘ o

1Bs9

1194

631

1517

1534

1010

1392

‘14

155

729

993

477

z0

弓5

25

48

65

47

808

5715

297乙

2771

1‘ 5乙

572

‘220

570乙

6777

9057

817乙

‘291

5935

‘6弓6

5301

5570

2567

3864

‘481

1乙 55

742

1291

1261

1‘乙4

1010

70

472弓

2330

1875

616

1922

‘545

5601

741‘

6297

3391

5075

55B0

4464

4523

1653

2525

‘56

602

80

367

‘52

290

376
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tota1 80395

souΓ ces∶  The figures of t。 ta1  imports in 1805-1815 aΓ e fΓom
Du11es,

01d China Trade口 p.210' the figur0§  of the si1ver in 1805ˉ 1815 are

cited fΓ om"oΓ se' Chronic1es, V。 1.4口 卜.386; the figu卜 es of 1816ˉ 1840

aΓe a11 from丫 0n-ping "aoJ "Chinese Teas to AmeΓ ica-ˉ a synopsis"口  in
Ernest R。  "ay and John K。  FaiΓ bank口  ed, ^meΓ ica]s China TΓade in

HistoΓ i。 1 PeEspectiˇ eJ Harˇard university口  1986, p。 23.44

FΓ om the aboˇe estifIlation "e arriˇ e at  the figuΓe of

1‘9,‘弓7.5‘‘ tae1s of si1ˇ er口  "hich 凵as bro凵 ght by the EuΓ opean and

|4 The t。 ta1ˇa1ue of-he爬 rchendise and bu11ion expO|ted by
the uni:ed states to China in 1805ˉ 1044 ⅡeΓe diffoΓ ent1y ca1cu1ated。
HoΓse cited the∞ 、cu1。∶ti∞9Ⅱ oIn∷ The"ist。Γy of EaΓ 1v Re1otion§

坠 by K.s.LotouΓ ettρ in
TΓans1ations of the Connecticut Academv of^rts and sciences∶

 v。 1.28∶

"e""aven1927.ch∞
ng in his Handarins and"eΓ chants p。 54cited the

§ame o0urc0。  Du11es made an 由1most s∶ imi1a卜  ca1cu1ation as that of
LatouΓette。  V0nˉ ping "a。  f【【ade use 。f th0 s。urces in u。 s。  s0nate
Executive Do￡ 凵ment 弓1' 19·th Congress∶  1st session。             ∶
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AmeΓ icans to China in the 1700。 1B0O period。
‘5

The  si1ˇer  imp° rted  into  China  by  the  Europeans  and

^mericans in the 1700ˉ
1840 period a11 originated in spanish ^merica。

The  si1ˇ er  pΓ oduction  "as  concentΓ ated  on  t"o  areas:  upperJ

PeΓu(modeΓ n Bo1iˇ ia冫  and "e" spain("eXico冫 。 FΓ¤m the 1570s to the

16乙 0s,  the mines of upper PeΓ u supp1ied spain "ith 65% of its

registeΓ ed bu11ion imports fΓ¤m the "eⅡ  "or1d。 46 The mines  in

.p。
t。si a1one pΓoduced254 tons of si1ˇ er 白nnua11y in1581ˉ 1600口  "hich

"as more than 60% of the tota1 si1Ver output of the entire "or1d.47
By the 18th century "exico became the "or1dIs 1argest producer of

si1VeΓ 。 In 1803 it "as estiJIlated the m】 nes in"eXico produced67%of

a11 the^merican si1ˇeΓ 。 since the 18th century80ˉ 90%of the si1ˇ eΓ

pΓoduced in spanish ^merica "as shipρ ed to Europe by the spani|sh

45 This figuΓ e did not inc1ude the si1ˇer brought by the Dutch口

DanisⅡ  and other continenta1 EuΓopeans after the beg1nning of the

19th Century。  since then their ships sti11 carried some si1veΓ  to

Canton but the amount must have been quite srn11口  because they o1most

abandonθd the China tΓ a-e and on1y fe" ships came to Canton fΓ om

these countries. "oΓ eoˇ er most of them IIlade use of the faci1ities of

the Eng1ish bi11 service and did not need :° carΓy as much si1ver as

before。

ts D。

^。

:"di ng忄
"α
i∞n si1ver="ini"in the Ei山tee汛 h

Centurv: The ReViva1 of zacatecas, Latin ^merican series口  "o。 277J

uniˇ ersity of Ca1ifornia, Berke1ey口   reprinted from The ^merican

"istorˇ
 Reˇ ie", Vo1.LJ "o。 ‘, "oˇ ember, 1970, p。 66。

‘7  ^。
 K。bata口  "The production and Uses of Go1d and si1ˇer in

sixteenth-seˇ enteenth Century Japan"口  in E0onomic "istoΓ v Reˇ ie"口

second series, Vo1.18口  "o。 2, ^ugust口  1965, p。 247。

工80 工8工

"si1Ver ships"。  "o"everJ due to the rapid gro"th of the Europeanˉ

Asian tΓ ade, most of the si1ˇ er fr¤ m spanish ^FIlerica to Europe "as

transfeΓ red to the East。  ^s ChaΓ 1es "i1son obseΓ ěd口  " there seelns

to be 1itt1e· reason to doubt that oveΓ  1ong peΓ iods of time口  Europe

exported at 1east as much si1ˇ er as it received"。
‘:

si1ˇ er from spanish ^meΓ ica ǐa Europe to ^sia

(:n mi11i。 ns of riXdo11aΓs per year)

Vear     production in

span1sh ^mer1ca

supp1ies fΓ om      FΓ om Europe to

^merη
ca to Europe     the East

1550

1600

1650

1700

1750

1780

1800

弓

11ˉ 14

10-1乙

12

18-20

22

50

3

10

8ˉ 9

10ˉ 12

18ˉ 25

18ˉ 20

2乙 2̄5

(2ˉ 乙冫

4.4

6

8.5

12.2

14.7

18

souce: Artur ^ttman口  AmeΓ iCa Bu11ion in the European uoΓ 1d

TΓ ade. 1600ˉ 1800J Coteborg 1986, p。 33。

The European China trade口  especi011y the eXpansion of the

tea trade fΓ om the 1750s on"ards, 1arge1y depended on the supp1y °f

the European bu11ion exChanged for Chinese tea。  Due to the Continuous

48 char1e§

"i1son, |ITrade口
 society and the state"J inE。 E。 Rich

and C。
"。

Ⅱi1son口  eds口 The E∞ nO【my of ExDanding EuΓ oDe in the
siXteenth and seˇ enteenth Centuries口  Cambridge Uniˇ ersity press 1967口

p。 511。 。



|!
}

f1o" of si1ˇ eΓ  c° ins from abΓoadJ the si!ˇ er d。 11ars, instead °f
sycee si1verJ became as 

ⅡcΓeasing1y popu1aΓ  cuΓ rency in China'

especia11y in the c° asta1 Γegions and the col1mercia1 centres。  The
common medium f°Γ a11 thρ  tr。nsactions at canton "as si1ver do11ars

from spanish America。 The∞ntinuous si1veΓ suppty fr。fn^meΓ ica to
Europe beca1【le the basis。 f the expans∶ on of the EuΓ opean China trade.

"o"eVer口
 凵hen the E。 steΓn tΓ ade of the "esterners "as dramatica11y

gro凵 ing and producing a need for moΓ e si1ˇ eΓ , t"e si1ˇer production
in spanish ^merica did not increase siru1taneous1y。  From the 1ast
decade of the 18th century si1ˇ eΓ pr°ducti。 n decΓeased because △Bny
si1ver  mines  became  exhausted。   Ⅱn  1811  the  spanish  ^rleΓ ican
reˇo1ution bΓ oke Out "ith fifteen yeaΓ s of unΓ est 凵hiCh Γesu1ted in

the destruction of the mines and mints' this, in tuΓ n 1ead t°  the
reduction of the suppty of si1ˇ er fΓ。m AmeΓ ica。

pΓ oduction of si1ver in spanish America

ΥeaΓ si1ver(do11ars冫

1650

1700

1750

1780

1790ˉ 99(per annum冫

1800-09
′
1810-19

1820-29

10ˉ 13'0oo口 000

12,000,000

18-20'000,00o

22'000'00o

25J716J784

22'147,572

11'981,312

9'68弓 ,792

sources: 1650-8o口  ^ttman' ArleΓ ica Bu11i。 n' p。 33, 1800o29J

凵.E。 Cheong口  "t卜 ade ahd Fih白 nCe in Chiha: 1784ˉ 1834"口  in
Business "ist。 rˇ口 Vo1.12口  "o。 1, January, 1965, p。 49。
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The increasing eXpenses due to Co1onia1  expansion a1so

cΓeated a need for moΓ e marketab1e bu11ion。   :n the t"enty years

fo11o"ing 1784 the Eng1ish expanded theiΓ  po1itica1 commitwlents in

India, the 凵aΓs in "ysore and 凵ith the "ahaΓ attes a1so stΓ ained

Eng1ish  resources,49  Γesu1ting  in  finanCia1  1iabi1ities  and a

demand foΓ  I1lore cash。  ln 1805 the E1C ceased to import si1ˇ er fΓ om

LOndon and sent no JIloΓ e bu11ion to∶   anton。  0 The shoΓ tage of si1ver

Γesu1ted in the gradua1 Hithdra"a1 of a11 the otheΓ Europeans from

the China tΓ ade 1eaˇ ing it to the BΓ itish and ^11lericans。  The formeΓ

substituted opium for si1veΓ  as a med`ium of trading since the

beginning of the 19th centuΓ y, the 1atteΓ口 besides sharing a s1vla11

part of the opium trade口  co以 1d sti11 obtain si1ver throu0h their

friendship 凵ith the reVo1utionaΓ ies during and afteΓ  the spanish

AmeΓ ican Revo1ution。

opEum instead of s∶ 1ver for tea

凵hen the cohtinenta1 comρ anies had difficu1ties in offering

si1ver foΓ  theiΓ  tea and had to "ithdra" fΓ om the Ch;na tΓ ade口  the

Eng1ish found a pΓ ofitab1e so1ution in India: the Chinese`"eΓ e 1uΓed

into accepting opium' "hich"as Γeadi1y avai1ab1e to the BΓ itish from

their possessiohs in :ndia。

opium and other narcotic commodities 1ike 1audanum' moΓ phine

and heΓoin are a11 the producti9n of the p1ant PapaVer somniferum

ca11ed口  in Eng1ish, "poppy". The time and p1ace of origin of the

49   
凵。E。 CheongJ

History` Vo1。 12' no.1'

90ibd。

"TΓ ade and Finance

JanuaΓ yJ 1965' p。 40。

in China"'  in Business



poρpy cu1tiˇ at1on can not be fixed口  but it "as kn。
"n in the "idd1e

East1【uch ear1ier than in Europe.51The use° f opiun spread fΓ 占m
the CΓ eeks since first century and the cu1tiˇ ation of poppy in^si。

"inor gΓ
e" into a industry。  ^Γ ab tradeΓs transferΓ ed oρiumJ and the

kno"1edge of its effects' t°  the faΓ  c° rneΓ s °f ^sia。  :n the Taho
peΓ iod(618ˉ 907冫  the ^rab first brought opium into China。  The name

^mfˇ
un "hich the ^Γabiahs ca11ed opium口  "as ad° ptθd by the Chinese,

the Chinese names referred t。 °pium "ith names 1ike ^ˉ fuˉ yun口  Va-
pian, Va。 rong口  "hich "ere a11 derived from this naI【 le。 52 Bef。 Γe the
19th century 。ρium "as usua11y on1y used f° r medicina1 purp° ses。  :n
a Chinese "edic臼 1 enCyc1° paedia "ritten in 157乙 1̄620, 。pium "as
mentioned as being" a ěgetab1e "hich "as raΓ e1y menti。 ned in the
formeΓ  dynasties, its pΓ ice on the rIaΓ ket is as high as go1d"。 55

Like a11 drugs 。pium is haΓ mfu1 "hen it is abused。  It "as said the
empeΓ or "an1i(at the throne in 157乙  t° 1620冫  "as probab1y the first
pΓominent ǐctim °f this dΓug in China。 5‘                    

·

,    51   Egypt  pr° ǐdes  the eaΓ 1iest  records °f  the use and
properties °f poppy。  :n sumer,an ide。 grams °f 6Jooo years ago the
p。 pρy is referΓ ed t° as the p1ant 。f j。 y。  :t pΓ°bab1y came from

罗罗
⒈汛洳·       口b耐∞叩,

52Li κui,丫 arpian shi~1ue(Information on opi un’
,V。 1。 1口 poking

1932, p.2。

姒 、∶∶扌 :卢生

曲e%阢 Ⅱ∞°m"ˉ匝 c。mDe耐 m of HaⅡ Ha"ed"⑾
'

^mong  the Europeans  the Portuguese 
凵eΓe the fiΓ st  to

transpoΓ t opium into China. ^s eaΓ 1y 。s the beginning∶ of the 18th

century the Portuguese merchants based on"acao praCtised their opium

tΓade on a ěΓy srla11 sca1e口  they exporte¤ 闩a1凵a 0pium fΓ om India to

Canton. Before 1767 the ρoΓ tuguese imported not rloΓ e than 200 chests

of  this drug  into  China  annua11y。 55  unti1  the Eng1ish  began

sFugg1ing opium in the 1760s the opium tΓ ade had hard1y existed, but

afteΓ  the 1760s the Eng1ish China trade gΓ eat1y inCreased in the

va1ue of both imports and expoΓ ts。  "o凵eˇer the exports fΓ om China

incΓ eased far moΓe than the impoΓ ts to China。  In 1765-66 the E∶ C:s

exρorts 凵eΓ e 202% gΓ eater`than the IIleΓ chandise imports, in 1775-76,

gr0ater by 156%。  :n 1785ˉ 86J "hen the Colnmtation Act 凵as passed and

the EIC gΓ eat1y increased its t0a exportationJ the eXp° Γts "ere328%

greater  than  imports。 56 The  imba1ance of  exports  and  imports

resu1ted in a deficit in the Canton treasuΓ y of the E:C. In 1784

there 凵as sti11 a credit ba1anCe of T1s。 214口 121 in the treasury,

凵hi1e in the fo11o"ing year it had a debit ba1ance of 了1`。 222J Tss。

In 1786 the debit rose to T1s。 864,307J in fo11o凵 ing yeaΓ , this debit

reached T1s。 904308.57 The constant pΓ essure to ba1ance the tea

trade forced the Eng1ish to find a financia1 so1utionJ no matteΓ

ss 
。hiⅡ∞ kposito~口 ∞ nt⑾ 口 Ⅱ H1口 1857口 吒 L5,p.%⒍

"oΓ

se'The Intemationa1Re1ations of the Chinese EmpiΓ e,shanghai
1910J Vo1。 1J p。 173。

56  PΓ
ichaΓ d, CΓ uCia1 Υears, p.145。

57 "。
Γse' ChΓ onic1es, Vo1.2″  p。 95, 110, 118, 155。

54    Fu  Lo-shu'

Re1ations.1s=4△ azo, ^  Documentarˇ
  Chronic1e  of  sinoˉ凵esteΓ n

Tucson 1966J p.518口  note 84。
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"hether it "as mora1 oΓ
 n。 t。  The p1an to send opium fΓ °m Benga1 to

China 凵as first suggested by C° 1°ne1 凵atson in 1767 to a counci1 of

repΓ esentatiˇ es of the E:C he1d in Ca1qutta' and it "as adˇ ocated
a1so by "r。   凵hee1er,  an officeΓ  and inf1uentia1 member °f the
company。  The E:C ad。 pted this suggestion initia11y 凵hen c。nsidering
凵ays t°  Γaise reˇ enue to support the British Indian G° vernment。 5:

凵h0n the debit  °f  the Canton  tΓ easury incΓ eased the company:s
supercargoes asked the G。 vernorˉ Genera1 for financia1 he1p。   The
forr【leΓ s s山ggested that ρpium shou1d be de1iˇ ered to c。untΓ y traders
upon their giˇ ing p1edge that they 凵。u1d pay the pr° duce int。  the
Canton Treasury' and in return the Canton Treasury 凵0u1d issue them
bi11s °n L° nd。n.59 寸his suggestion 凵as adopted by the Governorˉ
Genera1 and Counci1 of the EIC口  meen凵 hi1e' an op1um C° rp。Γation Ⅱas
estab1ished t。  contro1 the pr° duction and exportati。 n of °pium in
:ndia。

Th0  EIC  created  a  m° nopo1y  of  。pium  cu1tiˇ ati。n  and
expoΓ tation from India` "a1"a' BenaΓ es and Behar(or Patna冫  being the
primary opium pΓ°ducing aΓ eas  in :ndia。   Benares and BehaΓ  "ere
direct1y under ⅡF∞宀tΓ。1。 f the British government'Hhich gave the
EIC the opp° rtunity t。  easi1y practise a oppressive system of 。pium
cu1tiˇ ation。  The g。 vernment measuΓ ed the 1ands f。 Γ °pium cu1tiˇ ati。n
eˇ eΓy yeaΓ and fixed their b°凵ndaries, then anhua11y enteΓ ed int° an
engagement "ith the cu1tivatoΓ s口  through an inteΓ mediary。  Through
suFh an engagement the cu1tiˇ at°Γs 凵°u1d Γeceiˇ e an adˇ ance from the
goveΓ ment and de1iveΓ

-he pΓ oduce t。 -ho govemment at fixed prices。

58   "。
D。  Nathan

repub1ished by "i1f。 rd

A11en'  opium Trade`  L° 凵e11  "ass。
House Inc。 J B° st°n 1973矽  p。 12。

1853`

59PΓ
itcha叫 ,CΓ uoia1丫 e0rs`p.217-218。

囔

盯繁
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〓
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If an individuat  engaged in the cu1tiˇ ation "ithout haVing on

engagement "ith the goˇ erment to de1iˇ er the pFoduce at the fixed

rate, his pΓ opeΓ ty "ou1d be pΓ ompt1y Confiscated。
60 This oppressiˇ e

system enab1ed the goveΓ rInent to Obtain opit△n at on1yj00rupees。
61

The ra凵  opium 凵as de1iˇeΓ ed to one or t凵 0 0f the E:C:s fact。 ries  to

be c1eaned, "eighed, dried and packed in ea0h chest "eighing about

140  pound$。 62   "ost  。f  the  opium froln  these  t"o  areas  "eΓ e

tΓ anspoΓ ted do"n the Γiˇ eΓ  Ganges to Ca1cutta for eXpoΓ tation to

China。  1n 1780 opium cou1d be so1d iρ  Canton at the price of $500ˉ

600, thiee times moΓ e than the initia1 cost。 6了  ^fter the ships of

the EIC  eased carrying opiLIn to China because of a prohibition of

the Chinese government in 1799, tle opium gatheΓed in Ca1cutta "as

so1d by auction to the countΓ y firms "ho puΓ 0hased it and exported

it on to China. "a1"a "as subJect to its o"n goveΓnment and beyond

to the contΓ o1 Of the EIC。  The opium cou1d be cu1tiˇ ated and so1d in

this area as free1y as other products 1ike Γice and "heat。 The"a1"a

0pium 凵as paΓ t1y shipped by the PoΓ tuguese from Damaun and part1y

from natiˇ e states thΓ ough Bombay。    Because Bombay' some 400 to

60  chinese Repository口
 Vo1.3口  Feb. 1837, p。 234。

61  A11en口
 Opium Trade口  p。 10。

62   car1 A。
  TΓocki口  Opiu田  and EmpiΓ e: Chinese societˇ  in

Co1onia1 singapore口  1800-1910口 Corne11 UniVersity PΓ ess, 1990J pp。 51ˉ

53.

65  chinese RepositoΓ
口̌ ApΓ i1口  1837口  Vo1.5' pp。 546ˉ 547。

s0 J。hn King FairbankJ Trade and Dip1o宀 旧cˇ 。n the China Coast:

the opening of the treaty Ports 1842ˉ 1854' "aΓ ǎrd uniˇ ersity Press
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500 mi1es distant fr° m"a1"a口  凵as the principa1 market foΓ  the"a1"a

Opium口  the EIC tΓ ied to Obtain contΓ o1 of the Bombay area and the

pOrt、  foΓ  shipments fΓ om Ha1"a。  A1though this effort did not succeed

unti1 1830、  a11 the opium fΓ om "a1凵 a foΓ  BOmbay must pass thΓ ough

ccΓ tain teΓ ritOΓ ies of the EIC. Thereupon` the E:C 凵as ab1e to impose

a -ax ca11ed "tΓ ansit duty" of 200-400 rupees on each chest °f opium。
thro∪ gh the system of the oppΓ essive cu1tivation in Behar and by

tcˇying duty On opium fΓ om "at"a口  the E:C not on1y monopo1ized b。 th

the Cu1tiˇ ation and transportation of opium in India` but a1so so1ˇ ed

thc financia1 pΓ ob1em of its China trade: the income from the sa1es

of Indian opium 凵as used instead of sitver for the payment of tea。

ρrioΓ  to the strict prohibition on opium pr。 c1aimed again by

Chinese empeΓ or in 1799' the Indian opium trade Ⅱas caΓ ried on to

some extent in the COmρany】  ships.65 In 17:1 t"。  ships "ith °pium

as the majOr cargo "cΓ e sent by Benga1 goˇ ernment、  one "as for the

Indian AΓ chipe1ago` the otheΓ  "ith 1J600 chests 凵as for China' "hich

was so1d at price of $210 per chest to sinqua in Canton。  In 1794 the

Eng1ish  s∪ cceeded  i∩   anchoring  a  ship  at  "hampoa`  凵hiCh  凵as

cxC1usiˇety  1aden "ith 290ˉ 300 chests of opium.66 In the  1ast

decade of the 18th centuΓ y the oρ ium smugg1ing into China amounted

tO about 2,000 chests peΓ  annum.67 since 1800 the Company ceased

1955` p.6‘ 。

65  sa卜 gcnt, CommeΓ ce and Dip1omacyJ p。 53。

to bring opium into China in Γesponse to the Chinese goˇ errInent· s

prohibition。  :nstead the COmpany so1d it to the :ndian countΓ y firms

"hich "ere a11o"ed口
 under specia1 1icense口  to sai1 bet"een Canton0nd

the ports of :ndiaJ6: and 1et them export it to China。  From 1800

the 0pi凵m shipρed by the Eng1ish fr° m :ndia into China ΓeImined at

a1IIlost the saIIle 1eve1 on aˇ erage of about ‘,000 Chests peΓ  annum for

t凵enty yeaΓ s。  FΓ om 1822 the inCΓ easing rate of opium impoΓ ted into

China "as great1y acce1erated。  In this year the opium brought in fr¤m

:ndia Γose to 7,77乙  chests口  ten years 1ateΓ 口 it Γeached to 21,605

chests. :n 1838 it amounted to no 1ess than 40,000 chests。 69

The ^fIlericans a1so did "hat they cou1d to improve their

financia1 position in the China trade and comete "ith the Eng1ish。

A1though they 凵ere searching eˇery corner of the g1obe for anythi。 g

凵hiCh Cou1d be so1d in Canton in order t°  obtain the profitab1e

Chinese goods, they"eΓ e sti11 unab1e to find enough impoΓ ts instead

of specie to ba1ance their exports fΓ om China。  The 1ure of -he great

profits that cou1d be made fΓ om the opium trade proˇ ed irresistib1e

to the ^merican meΓ chants. since IndiaJ "heΓ e the prirIaΓ y source of

0pium 凵as 10Cated, "as tight1y contro11ed by the Eng1ish, theiΓ

pΓ iIIlary riva1s in the China trade, the ^mericans had to seaΓ ch for

a source of opiun e1se"here。  smyΓ na in Turkey "as the on1y souΓce

"heΓ
e the ^meΓ ican tradeΓ s cou1d obtain opium before 1834。  凵e don|t

exact1y kno" "hen the AmeΓ icans began to engage in opium sfI△ Jgg1ing口

but not 1ater than 1805。  In this year three ^merican ships caΓ ried

68   Du11es, 01d China Trade, p。
115。

69  "。
rse, ibid。

上89

66  chlncse R
ltor p。 547。

Th￡~InteΓ natiQDQ1 Re1ations of the Chinese EmpⅠ Ⅰ￡、
67  Horse、

Vo1.1' p.238.
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⋯

120 0hests °f °piun fΓ Om smyΓ na。 70 T凵0 yeaΓ s  1ateΓ  the se1ect
Committee of the E:C "as a1Γ eadˇ ǐgi1ant to^meΓ ican cometition i宀

the 。pium trade.71 1n 1805~1:08 the ^meΓ icans shipped no fIloΓ e thah

200chests of。 piLJfn froln Turkey annua11y。 :n1816the^merican shi0
Lion carried $11o口 ooo °f bu1tion and 6o chests ρf °pium。

72 In 1:17

the imρ ortati0n from Turkey 凵as 1口 900 chests, in the fo11o"ing yearJ

this  aJ1lount  凵as  inCΓ eased。
7乙
  "。
"eˇ
er口   the pΓ opoΓ ti。 n of  opium

shipped by the ^mericans in their t° ta1 impoΓ t。  t°  China "as much
1o"er than that of the Eng1ish. In 1818ˉ 18乙3 the^merican tota1 opium
1mρ orts t。 China had a va1ue of $4口 925J997or on aˇ eΓage$弓o7J875 per
annum口  about 10% °f the t° ta1  imports, 凵hi1e the Eng1ish 。ρium
1mports "eΓe ǎ1ued at $1o4,3o2'948 。Γ $6,518'95‘  peΓ  annum口

74

"hich "as a1most equa1 t°
 the ǎ1ue of the t° ta1 exports fΓ °m China

by the EIC 。r the tota1 merchandise impoΓ ts of th0 Eng1ish。

Va1ue of the merchandise imported by the Eng1ish

/O Ty1eΓ
 Dennett口 Americans in Eastern^sia:A Cr{tica1study

of united states】 ρo1i￡y in the"ineteenth CentuΓ 口̌
"e凵

丫ork1922口
p。 115.

Du11es口  o1d China TΓ adeJ p。 147.

Dennett口  ^mericans in Eastern Asia口  p.115, 12o。

73  "。
Γse' ChΓ °nic1es' Vo1.3' p.弓 39。

弘
Du11Ⅱ
'。
1d China T∞ de口 p.1厶 8.

工90
工9△

into China 1817:1833 ( tae1s, aˇ eΓ age peΓ  annum冫
75

ΥeaΓ 凵oo1ens meta1s Γa" cotton     tota1

1717ˉ 19   1951267

1720-24   2042102

1825ˉ 29   1905266

1850-33   】584940

110805

134156

202091

109255

4527211

2958249

4307677

4097033

658928弓

5134507

64130乙4

5791228

source: "oΓ se, Chronic1es口  Vo1。 2ˉ 4。 cited by Υan zhongping口

zhongˉ guO Jinˉ dai Jingˉ ji shi Tongˉ ji zhiˉ 1iao(se1ecti。 n of

the Economica1 statistics of "odern Chinese "istoΓ y)J Peking

1955口  p。 1】 。

In 1800-1810 opium shipped by the Eng1ish and ^mericans 凵as

4,016 chests on an average poΓ  annum, in the fo11o凵 ing ten yeaΓ s口  it

Γose s1o"1y to ‘口494 chests。   In 】824 opium impoΓ ted into China

initia11y eXceeded 10J000 chests and reachod 12J‘ 54 chests。  since

1852 0n凵 ards this aJ1lount exceeded20口 000 chests annua11y and Γeached

‘0,200 chests ip 1838。

opium shipments to China 1795-1840

(Chests)              ∴

Υear  From :ndia   From Turkey tota1 con§umption   pΓ ice($冫

75 In 1818-1833 t”
e primary meΓ chandise impoΓ ted into China by

the Eng1.ish "ere meta1s such as tin and 1ead口   "oo1ens such aβ
broadc1oth,  1ong e11s口  camets shipped by the EIC ahd ra" cott° n

shOped bˇ  the cOuntry meΓchants from :ndia。  The °ther merchandises

a1together awlOunted n。  fIlore than 5% of the tota1 va1ue。



1800    ‘57o

1801    3967

1802    3292

1803    2840

180‘    3159

1805    5836

1806    ‘126

1807    ‘2o8

1808    ‘2o8

1809    4191

1810   4968

181冂    4891

1812   49“

1813    4769

1814    567乙

1815    ‘2乙 o

1816   4616

1817   3692

1818    弓552

1819    ‘0o6

1820    42‘ 4

1821    557了

1822    77‘弓

182乙    8875

182‘    12o23

1825    9弓 7弓

1826   12175

1827   1115‘

1828   12612

1829   155‘ z

18Ξ0   18528

4570

3947

3292

2B0o

3159

乙958

4306

4359

‘208

‘593

4968

5091

5066

4769

3673

‘弓10

5106

‘1‘o

4弓 59

‘1Bs

42‘‘

5959

77‘Ξ

90乙 5

124‘‘

9Ξ7乙

122乙 1

1115‘

13BsB

16257

19956

△92

102

180

150

32

200

100

‘88

4‘8

807

180

383

1‘o

‘11

5‘

1256

715

1‘28

弓698

4128

5387

4zas

‘770

5011

5822

7222

9066

9621

10025

9525

14弓88

14715

20188

1104

1012

BB1

1211

1761

1761

1弓 72

1197

874

7‘冫1

9s0

1095

956

Bs1

sB1

18弓 1   161‘ 8

1852   21605

185弓    19523

1834   21885

1855   30202

1836   3‘ 033

1837   34373

1838   40200

‘02

580

965

743

16550

、21985

20‘86

21885

30202

弓4776

3厶 37了

40200

16225

21659

19362

28807 sBB

1
 
5
 
6

souΓce: "oΓ se口  The :nternationa1 Re1ations of the Chinese Empire口

Vo1.1, p。 238ˉ 240.

From the tab1e aboˇ e "e can see that the opium smugg1ed into

China in 1800ˉ 18‘ 8 amounted to ‘22口 676 chests口  if "e assulle that

a1together 20,000 chests "ere shipped into China in 1ast deCade of

the 18th century,76 then "e come to the amount of ‘‘2.sTs chests,

"hich the 
凵esterneΓs shipped into China fΓ om 1790ˉ 18‘8.  :f the

aVeΓage price 凵as $750 oer chest口  this amounts to a tota1 sum of

z,9JO‘ 5,0‘ 0ˉ tae1s。

For the ^mericans, oρ ium "as used part1y in p1ac0 of si1ˇ er

for the purchase of Chinese goods。  凵hen they acce1erated opium

swRJgg1ing after 1827,77 they did not need to import as muCh si1ˇ er

· 76

chests

shipped

Before 1775 opium shipped into China 凵as n0 more than 200

annua11yJ in the 1ast decade of the 1oth century口  the opium
to China "as no more 2J000 chests avaΓ age per ann凵 m。

77 An ^merican opium trader esti,lated that in 1827ˉ 30 the
AmeΓ icans  shipρ ed  about  1口 200ˉ 1,400  chests  of  opium to China

annua11y, 凵hich "as Va1ued at $600口 000ˉ 700JO00。  1i DinyiJ zhongˉ mei

zaoˉ qi Guan。 xi shi(rhe "istory of the EaΓ 1y sinoˉ AmeΓ ican Re1a丨 i° n冫 ,
Tai凵an 1960, pp.97ˉ 98。

△93



as they ρΓevious1y hρ d to d0·   :n 1821-30 the ^mericons brought

18口 97‘ J160  tae1s  of  si1ˇ eΓ  to ChinaJ  In  1831ˉ 4o  they hrought

4,064'400 tae1s, "hich 凵as 0n1y 21.5% of the a11lount of th●  1ast

decade。

The opium trade offered to the Eng1ish the abi1ity to

ba1ance the china trade。  They no| 1ongeΓ  needed to carΓy bu11ion to

China。  On the contrary, the great suΓ p1us from their opium tΓ ade eˇ en

enab1ed  theη  t。   expoΓ t  si1ˇ er  f rOIn  China。  ^s  the  ^mericans

comp1ained,  the profit from opium not °n1y provided them "ith a

medium of exchange foΓ teaJ but it a11o"ed them to eXpoΓt from Canton

the si1ver  "hich  the ^meΓ icans  bΓ ought  there。 7:  :n  1807  the

Coˇ eΓ norˉ CenρΓa1 °rdered the B°mbay口  "adΓ as and Penang authoΓ ities

to intercept a11 si1ˇ er on its "ay to China and send it to Ca1cutta,

beoause the Canton Committee had sufficient assets to proˇ ide for

their inˇ est△ lent。  In the same year the Comρ any imported no si1ver口

but sent 2'431,00Q tae1s to Ca1cutta。 79 In the fo11°

"ing yeaΓ
§ the

Committee continued to send si1ˇ er from Canton。

si1ˇer shipped from Canton by the E:C

ΥeaΓ tae1s distinations

霪

1807

1808

1809

2‘51000

1342600

1126553

Ca1cutta

Benga1

Benga1, "adrasJ Penong

`8Du11es,o1d Chiha Trade口
p。 147。

7?"。
rse'chronic1es口 Vo1.5jp。 54-56∵
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1810

1811

1818

1830

1831

1832

926976

83‘253

288000

1375874

845249

976562

Eng1and

Eng1and

Ca1cutta

London

London

Europe

souΓ =eJ"oΓ seJ ChΓ 。ni01esJ Vo1.3夕 pp。 so口 1ooˉ 101,‘ 1,157,
331: ǒ1.4, pp。 233, 25乙 , 324。

since 1812口  th0 EIC 1eft specie eXp° rtation to the countΓ y

traders and concentrated °n the bi11s seΓvice for the priˇ ate
merchants to transfer their pr° fit。

si1ver exported from Cant。 n by the

private British merchants(1817。 34冫

Υear tae1s 丫ear tae1s

1817

1818

1819

1820

1821

η822

1825

1824

1825

2822‘00

1936080

619920

35s=00

346320

168‘ 80

188568O

1254960

乙125520

1826

1827

1828

1829

1830

18乙 1

18‘ 2

1833

2939760

‘388400

3b86160

4792‘ 20

3乙 72‘80

20‘8400

2761200

‘7:5440

source,"orse,壁¤m上±哞、v° 1.3“ 口Cited by Greenberg,

B￡ ,tish T￡ 旦-e口  p。 218。                    i



^mong the Chinese,  the opium tΓ
ade exerted a "idespread

perniCious inf1uence。  Opium had been brought into China ever since

the Tang dyn8sty。  In 1589 opium 凵as 1isted on the category of

medicine of imports 凵hiCh "ere foΓ ma11y taxed。
:0 At the beginning

of the Qing dynasty opium 凵as sti11 considered to be a medicine and

taxed according1y。 :1 The harmfu1ness of opium "as kno"n by the Qing

goˇernment in the ear1y 18th centuΓ y。  The fiΓ st edict pΓohibiting

opium "as enacted in 1729,:2 and since th0t  time the sa1e and

sfIlok i ng 0f opium 凵ere i11ega1。  "o凵 eˇer' because the opium trade "as

carΓ ied out on a sma11 sca1e and constituted no seΓ ious PΓ ob1em unti1

the end of the 18th century, these Γegu1ations of pr。hibiting opium

"eΓ
e not seˇ eΓ e1y enfoΓ ced。 凵hen opium smugg1ing bgca△ le moΓ e and moΓ e

extensive and brought increasing prob1ems to the society of China口

:0  since the maΓ
itime pΓ ohibition "as 1ifted in 1567' the"ing

government estab1ished a maritime tax office in Haicheng in Fujian

Proˇ inCe, the 1isting of taXes 1evied on the imports "as proc1aimed。

The tax rate on opium(aˉ pian) "ao 2 tae1s for per 100 Iin(1 Iin=。 .5

ki1ogΓ amme)。  zhang Xie, Dongˉ xi Υangˉ kao' ch。 7。

:1凵hm山 e Qi"∞ Ⅱ mment1ifted山 e帕 riti鹂 0rⅡ i"ti∞ md
estab1ished maritime cust0ms口  opium 凵as sti11 1isted in the rledica1

categoΓ y of impρ rts and taxed。  Chouˉ ban Υiˉ凵u shiˉ mo(The d。cumenta1

chronic1e of foreign affairs冫 , Daoguang reignperiodJ ch。 ‘
' p。

1。

82  Acc。
rding to the edict口  the opium tradeΓ s rlust be punished

by the same pena1ties as those "ho bought the contraband。  The

responsib1e 1ocd1 authoΓ ities "ho fai1ed to disCoVer the trade an-

transp。 Γtion  of  opi Llm  "ere  to  be  ρunished  according  to  the

Γegu1ations。  Acco卜 ding to Oingˉ chao Xu 凵enˉ Xia Tongˉ kao( taxesJ

N0。 23冫  this edict "as issued in 1727, accoΓ ding to GuangXu Ta。 Qing

"uiˉ

dian shi-1i(ch。 828J 1a凵 s冫 口 it "as issued in 1729。

工96
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it created a gΓ°
"ing anXiety f°

r the empeΓ oΓ  and his officia1s。

ThereuponJ the Qing goˇerrwnent Γepeated1y proc1aimed even harsher

1a"s i。  prohibiting opium smugg1ing。

opium Γapid1y be0ame "∶ despread throughout China since the

beginning 。f the 19th centuΓ y。  In the sρace 。f thirty years opium
spread to a11 the provinces and c° vered eˇery corneΓ of the c。 untry
from t。

"ns t。
 ǐ11ages。 :3   The harmfu1ness 。f such  1argeˉ sca1e

opium dea1ing "as consideΓ ed by the Qing goˇ eΓ nment as f° 11o"s。

First1y口  opium undermined the ρeop1e· s hea1th and socia1
moΓ a1ity。  ^s ear1y as the end °f 172os,  "an Dingyuan,  a  1° ca1
officia1 in Fujian, °bserˇed that once pe° p1e took t° opium, they
became incurab1e addicts' and dai1y "ent to the opium diˇ ans at the
risk of bankruptcy。 :4 uhen since the beginning °f the 19th century
the addicts became eˇ en more nuIler° us■  this caused serious anxiety
to the Emper。r Daoguang。  :n 1810 he decreed t。  the CΓ and "inister口

"opium is a pois°n and undermihes our good customs and moΓ a1ity。
Recent1y the traders and addicts 。f oρ ium have become nurlerous口  the

"icked tradeΓ
s puΓsue high profits on sa1es and purchase of °pium。

: "i11 order the viceΓ oys, goˇ ernors and supeΓ ǐs° rs of custOJIls in

Fujian and GuangdongJ "here opium F°mes from口  to search th。 rough1y
for opium and cut off its supρ 1y。 ":5 The f。 11°

"ihg year he saidagain, "the addicts d° n|t spend thei卜  saˇ ings f° r fo° d and c1othes

83

Daoguang

B0

Luzh°u冫 ,

Daoguangˉ chao"aiˉ jia° shiˉ 1iaoCDiuolIntic records
reignpeΓ iod), ch。 4, p.5o。

"。

h Dingˇ
u:n,  Lu~zh° u Chuˉ

ji(ihe first co110。
ti°ns

1880口 ch.2, p。 16。

85  QsL, Daoguang rs1gn peri。
d口  ch。 227口  p。 4。



but f。 r opium。  "ot 。n1y d° they destr。 y their o"n 1ives, but theV
a1so persuade friends t° f° 11。

" theiΓ
 examρ 1e。 opium凵 i11 destroy our

peop1e· s moΓ a1ity。 ":6 :ut drugˉ taking not °n1y "as 1imited to the
common peop1eJ for 1aΓ ge nunbeΓ s°f the。 fficia1s and c1eΓ ks。 f yamen
became addicts too口  凵hich acce1erated the pΓ ocess 。f c°ΓruPtion
against buΓeaucΓ ats。  It "as said that 1o-2o% °f the governmenta1
officia1s in Peking口  the capita1, 2oo3o%。 f the 1oca1 °ffica1s, 5Qˉ
60% of the c1eΓ ks °f yamen "ere taking 。pium in the 185os。 :7

second1y, opium Γesu1ted in a heavy °utf1o凵  0f si1ˇ eΓ from
China。  It seems that high 1° ca1 officia1s 凵eΓe more concerned "ith
this  prob1em  than  。thers,  because  the  1oca1  。fficia1s  "ere
resp° nsib1e foΓ  the c° 11ection of taxes fΓ om peop1e and the taXes
凵ere C0unted in si1ˇer: the shortage of si1ˇ er"as therefoΓ e rapid1y

Γef1ected by the increasing difficu1ties t° ∞ 11ect taxes。 As ue
menti° ned ab° ěJ the quantity。 f si1ˇ eΓ f1°

"ing into china fΓ
°m170o口

to the fiΓ st t"°  decades °f the 19th centuΓ y aJlounted t°  about 2‘ o
mi11i° n tae1s■  "hich ρrgmoted si1ˇ er as a currency "hich "as,to p1ay

a moΓe and more 1mportant Γ°1e in the Chinese econ¤ mic actiˇ itios。

"o"ever, in the peri°
d1817ˉ 18弓 5口  the BΓ itish pΓ ivate meΓ chants a1°ne

shipρed 40 mi11i° ns °f si1ˇer out of China。  In the 1835ˉ弓9 period
about 22 mi11i°n tae1s °f si1ˇer fo凵nd its "ay from China into
:ndia。
:: This direct1ˇ

 resu1ted in a shaΓ p decre9se of the exchange

rate of the copper c° in for si1ˇ er。  In the eaΓ 1y yeaΓ s 。f the 19th

86 ibid, ch-2‘
o, p。 1ˉ 2。

:z Vaˉ
。ian zhahozhen(sources of the opiun Har冫 口edited by china|

soc】 ety of "istory, shanghai 1954, ǒ1.1口  p。 505。

:: Van zhongp1ng, se1ections, p。
3‘。
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century 1 tae1s of si1ver "as exchanged for about 1,000coρ ρeΓ coins.

To凵 aΓds the 1ast yeaΓ s of the 1830s口 this exchange Γate rose to about

1to1口 600。 :9Tho c。 lmon peOp1e eaΓ ned∞ ppeΓ coins on a dai1y

basis, but paid in si1ˇ eΓ  foΓ  taXes 凵hiCh amount 凵as fiXed tens of

years ago。  The merchants so1d goods in retai1 and Co11ected coppeΓ

coins but p。 id coJIIne Cia1 taxes in sitver。  Even the sa1t frlerchants,

"ho "Ore gΓ
anted a monopo1y to engage in the profitab1e sa1t tΓade

and had a1凵 ays been considered as one of the groups of the Ivlost

po凵erfu1 and Γich merchants口  tΓ ,ed t° escape fΓ om\the sa1t business

bec、use they co11ected copper coins and had to pay tax in si1ver。

Thef eupon口  the 1oca1 officia1; a11 comρ 1ained about the difficu1ties

in tax co11ection。
90

Third1y,  the opium tΓ ade resu1ted in the dec~1ine of the

commeΓ ce。  Lin zeXu 凵as the impeΓ ia1 commissioneΓ  sent to Canton in

】839 to prohibit opium tradipg。   "e presented a memoria1 of his

investigation tρ  the EmperoΓ , stating: " dai1y 1iving costs f°Γ a

sing1e Common peΓ son amount to about 18 tae1s of si1ver a year口  but

an addiCt must spend 56 tae1s of si1ˇ eΓ  on opium every yeaΓ 。 "o凵

Ch ina’ s popu1ation has a1ready eXceeded 厶00 mi11ionsJ and if 1% °f

the popu1ation takes opium口 moΓ e than 100mi11ions of si1ˇ eΓ aΓ e 1。st

each yeaΓ . "0Γ eoveΓ口 the nunber of addicts is much moΓ e than 1% °f

the popu1ation。  凵hen I asked shopo"ners in the col【 mercia1 centΓ es

1ike suzhou and "anko, "hy the goods "ere so 凵nsa1eb1e口  they ans"ered

that ha1f of the money of consLJners "as spent on opium instead of the

norma1 comodities。 "ConsideΓ ing that the tota1 annua1 revenue of the

89 Yan zh。
ngρ ing口  setectionJ ρ。37。

90 The memoΓ
ia1s of the CensoΓ s Xu "aiji

ban Υiˉ凵u shiˉ IIlo(The DocLJfnenta1  Chronic1e

Daoguang reignperiod(1821-1850冫 口 ch。 1, P。 2:

and "uang Xijue, Chouˉ

of  FoΓ eign ^ffairs冫
,

ch。 2口  p。 5。



oing g。 ěΓnment 凵as 0n1y about 4o mit1ions °f si1ˇer口  Lin zexu came
to conc1usion, ":f 凵e don· t take strict measures against the opiun
trade' China 凵i11 neitheΓ haˇe so1dieΓ s t° defend the c° unter and n。Γ
si1ˇer 1eft f。 Γ revenue seˇ era1 in another tens of years."91

The svggestior∶ 。f taking strongeΓ  meaeuΓ es against the opitlln
trade by Lin zexu' uhen he凵 as sti11 in the ρosition。 f the G。 ěrn。 rˉ
GeneΓ a1 °f "uguang Proˇ inCe, "as· agΓ eed t°  by the EmpeΓ 。r. "e then
appointed Lin zeXu° s the iη peΓ ia1 commissioner t。  Cant°n in 1839 in
charge of a11 the 1。 cat 。fficiats and the affaiΓ s re1ated t° 凵ipe 0ut
the opium trade。  Lin zeXu struck a s"ift b1°

" against the opiumtraffic。  First1y口 he ordered the oρ itJ△ tΓ aders t。  tuΓ n oveΓ  a11 the
oρ ium in EuΓ opean "aΓ ehouses in"arch。 f the same year。  2o口 291 chests
of opium "eΓ e turned over t°  him by the Eng1ish Capitain chaΓ

1es
E11iott口  "ho "as ch° sen to represent the opium traders. second1y Lin

burned a1t the oρ ium he confiscated in "umen neaΓ
by the c° ε:st。  Lin’ s

acti°n disp1ayed the firm attitute° f the Qing g。 ěrnment against the
op1um tΓ ade。

opium proˇ ided oneˉ seˇenth of, the t° ta1  i ncOJrle f。 r the
Γeˇenue of the British India Coˇ

eΓnment and ha、  rep1aced si1ˇ er as
a means °f tΓading f。 r tea 凵hiCh br°ught t°  the reˇenue of Britain
ε3,00o口 oooˉ 厶,oo0口 ooo per annum。  since op1um"as tho f° undati° n stone
0f the 8ritish triangte trade bet凵

een India' China and B卜 itain' L° Γd
Pa1meΓ st° n口  BritainIs ρΓime "inisteΓ

` promρ
t1y and unhesitating1y

ca11ed f。Γ 凵ar 臼gainst China, 凵hen the ba1θ nce of the strvcture of
the BΓ itish tri。ng1e trade based on 。p】 um 凵as thΓeatened。

Cmc11sim

9】 1in zezuj "uguong Cu° 口̄ao(Co110cti。 n of"emoria1s from
№ gⅡ

"ρ
rⅡ iⅡe)'由 。5,p。 11△ 2,in1in№ nˉ曲∞g∞ Ⅱ `h∞ ~

shv(Cot1ecti。 n °f the officia1 ^r· ic1os "Γ itten by 1in zexu,。
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BefoΓ e the industria1 revo1ution the furopeans hard1y cou1d

provide any marketab1e products but si1veΓ  ;vr trade 凵ith the Far

East。  Vnti1 the 1ate 18th century the British cou1d offer :ndian

pΓoducts to a Certain extent foΓ Chinese goods, porticu1ar1y for te。 。

Ho"eˇeΓ ,  the ǎ1ue of  the  Indian pΓ oducts 凵eΓe far and a凵 ay

insufficient for the puΓ chase of Chinese goods and a11 the Uesterners

had to ship si1ver into China for tea。  "o"eˇ er, the British1 found a

pΓofitab1e so1ution in 1ndia: that is op1um。  oρ 1um enab1ed the

British to Γe-estab1ish the ba1ance of theiΓ  China trade, but it

bΓought great sufferings to China。  Once it becaJ1le possib1e for the

Chinese goverrrnent to estab1ish a firm attitude and bΓ eak the opium

trade, the BΓ itish ca11ed foΓ  凵ar。  It "as not a 凵ar that Ⅱas caused口

as Fairbank said, by the cu1tura1 C1ash bet凵 een Eastern and "estern

conceptions of economy, institutions and internationa1 order。 92 It

"as siⅡ
lp1y a "aΓ  凵hiCh disp1ayed the chaΓ acteristics of the process

of co1onia1 expansion no matteΓ
"hether it occurred in :ndia, ^meΓ

ica

or ^frica: frofn commercia1 exρ ansi。n to mi1itaΓ y conquest。  "^ 凵ar

more unjust in its origin口  a "ar`moΓ e ca1cu1ated in its pΓ ogΓess to

Coˇ eΓ this country 凵ith peo△lanent disgΓ ace.。 。。the (British) f1ag is

become a piΓ ate f1ag to protect the infamous tΓ affic"。
9乙

92FaiΓ
bank,tΓ ade and Oiρ 1omacˇ口Vo1.1,p。九。

93 c。mments by the noted teaˉ dΓ inker G1adstone.ρ eter Lo凵e,

BΓ itain in the FaΓ East: A surˇey from 1819 to the Present,

London口  Longmlan口  1981, p。 14.
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