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Abstract

This paper critically examines the thesis that liberal democracy is
essentially Western and utterly incompatible with Chineseness. In recent
years there has emerged in China a popular nationalist discourse which
rejects liberal democracy as Western and therefore alien to Chineseness.
Correspondingly, Chineseness has come to be defined as essentially anti-
liberal-democratic. This also involves the suggestion that the presently
existing authoritarian “Chinese model” or “Chinese road” be intrinsic to
Chinese culture. Liberal democracy as a political choice is, thus, being
excluded a priori in the name of anti-Westernization and anti-universalism.
This paper argues that at the heart of this particular anti-liberal-democratic
discourse is a species of what might be called “politicized ethnic/cultural
essentialism.” The trouble with it, however, is that its claims to (internal)
universality could hardly be sustained. Drawing on the spirit of the
poststructuralist logic of anti-universalism, the paper aims to deconstruct
this ethnic/cultural essentialism and its truth claims about China and the
West. As a form of power/knowledge, this overtly politicized ethnic/

cultural essentialism is revealed to be exclusive, dogmatic, and repressive.
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