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Abstract

This article explores two differentiation mechanisms of the horizontal
level ~ of higher  education—  public/private  universities  and
feminine/masculine majors. It is found that education has been a key factor
that affects the acquirement of one’s occupational SES. After recent
expansion of higher education, the dominance of college diplomas has been
gradually weakened, which indicates their depreciation. However, public
higher education is of great advantage to one’s level of first job’s SES; this
advantage has increased along with such expansion. In addition, it is found
that gender difference in opportunities for higher education tends to diminish
after such expansion. However, choosing feminine majors has a negative
impact on first job’s SES, since females who major in feminine fields are
significantly disadvantaged. Overall, this article highlights the implications
of the structures among gender, class, and labor market.

Keywords: higher education expansion; gendered majors; occupational
achievement; socioeconomic status
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