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Summary

The Hakka, a branch of the Han nationality, is estimated to consist
of 50 million people all over the world , among whom 10 million are dis-
Lributﬁﬂ overseas , 4 mllion mm Taiwan , and 30 million in mainland
China who are mainly found in the three provinces of Guangdong , Fu-
jlan and Jiangxi and partially in provinces and regions such as Guangxi ,
Halnan and Sichuan . Research on the Hakka was initiated in the
1850" s and , through the joint efforts of both Chinese and forcign ex-
peris , reached an entirely new height in 1934 with the publication of An
Introduction of Hakka Study following a joumey filled with hardships and
obsiructions .

In his preface to An Introduciion of Hafika Study , Mr. Luo Xiang
Lin provides a list of twelve special subjects which can be classified in
seven groups , however , there are only two topics that have acmally
been discussed in detail , one is concerned with the origin and migration
of the Hakka and the other is the distribution and mode of adaptation of
the Hakka . The latter , authorilative as it is , seems to be lacking in
exteut , depth and strength in comparison with the former . Moreover |,
the ecological environment of the Hakka community and their means of
adapting themselves 1o different environments remain largely neglected
and it 1s really a pity that the conclusions are mainly based on historical

documents , seldom drawn from field invesligations or employment of the
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principle and theory of cultural anthropology in iis analysis of materials
used in the discussion . Fortunately this situation is changing now and a
growing number of researchers are paying close atlention to the ccological
environment and modes of adaptability of the Hakka.

In a study of groups , we should take mto account not only the fac-
tors essential for the survival of the groups, such as land , sources of
water and farm animals , but also their strategy for survival . The theme
of this paper is the slrategy of survival adopted by the Hakka in Guang-
dong . 80% of the matenials used in the book are first — hand ma_t\::ria]s i
obtaincd through field investigations form 1995 through 1998 , the other
20% coming from hisiorical documents , and all the discussion is based
on the fact ( premiscs) that thc Hakka were new — comers in the South |,
they are a Han branch , the vivosphere they inherit consist of barren
mountains and hills , every new migration is accompanied by long jour-
neys and hardships and tough opposition from the aborignals along the
way , an environment which contributes to their intense desires for sur-
vival and development , their great ability 10 hear hardships and and
stand hard work , and their mode of organization charactenized by lin-
eage .

The reasons for focusing my attention on the rural Hakka community
in Guangdong are as follows : (1) Guangdong , a province with a tolal
population of about 69 million , has the Yargest populalion of the Hakka
in mainland China : 14 million Hakka people ; the rest being 38 million
Guang Fu people , 16 million of Fu Lao people . (2) 95% of the Hak-
ka people in Guangdong Province used Lo live in rural areas , and 70%
of them are still living there now 50 years after the founding of the Peo-
ple’ s Republic of China , the tural area is therefore more representa-
tive of the discussion of the cultural adapability of the Hakka than the
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city . {3) There have been fewer iosses of traditions in the rural area
than in the cities in the drastic soeial transformation that is taking place
in China , moreover , the rural area is experiencing a return to the past
at a higher level after 15 years of modemization . The longer the culture
of & subject lasts , the better compatibility with the enviromment it proves
o he embowered with , and this helps to reveal the compaubility and in-
compalibility of the Hakka people of Guangdong with their environment ,
a subject 10 which the present book 1s devoted,

Such approaches and theories as field investigations, the unity of
history and logic , study of cultural regions , cultural ecology , and the
basic theory and method of materialist conception of history have been
employed so as to help the author achieve the goal of shedding light on
the relationship hetween the Hakka people and their enviromment. The
study is also my most cherished wish, To achieve such a goal, [ first
classifies Guangdong. a province with four geomorphic features, into
three basic regions inhibited by the Hakka people: the mountainous re-
‘gion, the semi hilly area and the hilly ares along the coast lines. Then
sclected a research sample in the mountainous northeast area, a research
sample in the mountainous north area and the samples individually from
the semi hilly area of the east and the hilly areas alony the coastline of
the middle. From the summer of the 1995, the author takes a four — year
continuous fieldwork on the four samples. Sponsored by the Foundation
of Hong Kong Zhongshan University Advanced Academic Research Cen-
ter an 1999, the fieldwork was continued from1999 — 2001. At the same
time, the theory conslruction is accompanying. [ Lry to analyze and in-
terpret the applicable materials within the suitable theory framework .

Of course, the study was striclly based on the approach of cultural
regional study. The main methodology surely s the participant observa-’
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tion and the interview and in — death interview. Of course, the family
analyses, the photograph and the data statistics is deeply involved. Be-
sides the theory and the methodology of the culture ecology and the cul-
tural matenalism, the Sinology anthrepology and culiure geology was in-
leger inlo the study. The whole process paid much attention to the inter-
action between the history and the logic and mied to probe deeply into
the target-

The firsl samples and the fourth samples are atypical of mountains
Hakkas . The first one is Wanwuzhai Village which situated in the multi-
tude of mountains within the territory of Wuhua County , & county desig-
nated hy the State Council as one of the poorest counties in the northeast
of Guangdong Provinee . Wanwuzhai Village , a big village with a histo-
ry of 272 years now under the administration of Lijiang Zone in Wenkui
Town , consists of 12 natural villages and 394 houscholds with a total
nopulation of 1812 , all of whom have the sumame of Wan. The propor-
tion of men to women 1s on the whole balanced , with women outnumber-
ing men only by six , 65, 99 of the population being youth and people
in their prime of life . The proportions of men to women in the three age
groups { 0 —14 , 15 —49 , 50 and above ) are 101. 6 to 100,
111.5.t0 100 and 86 to 100 respectively . The Village has 780 mu of
paddy fields and 350 mu of nonirrigated dry land , with an average of
0.6 mu cultivated land per capita (0.4 mu paddy field and 0.2 mu
" nonimmgated dryland ) , an average slightly above that of 0.5 mu of the
whole province . The proportien of paddy fields , however , is relatively
low. :
| We see in Wanwuzhai a rural structure that is almost entirely built
-ua agricultural activities , featuring a narrow piece of land crowded with

people who sustain 2 low level of living standard by exploiting the de-
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creasing productivity of fatiguing land with simple agricultural skills .
Now that the lahor force engaged in traditional agriculture (farming ,
forestry , animal husbandry and fishery } amounts to less than 50% of
the total labor force , the 818 surplus laborers, mostly strong males in
the prime of life , have gone out to seek employment.

The founders of Wanwuzhai Village were Wan Sheng and Wan
Jing, first cousins of the thirty — third generation of the Fang patriarchal
clan and the seventh generation in Wuhua County . Each of them got
married and their descendants formed two branches and clans while shar-
ing the same area . The symbol to represent the whole Fang clan is the
Jing — Sheng Public Ancestral Hall in the village ; and there are two
other ancestral halls, the Jing Ancestral Hall and the Sheng Ancestral
Hall , to symholize the two branches. The Jing Branch , now in its 17ih
generation , has a population of over 700 and the Sheng Branch is al-
ready in its 18th generation with a population of aver 1(00.

Means of subsistence are obtained from nature through collective ef-
forts , which exist in the form of patriarchal clans . The residential mode
adopted by the Wan patriarchal clan is the enclosing housing . When the
ancestors of the seventh geperation in Wuhua first came to Lijiang , they
led a vagrant life and lodged where they happened to be on the way ,
then they chose boat — like hilly spots to build villages , as a result , the
off springs lived in a round dragon house known as “Hexing” together ,
a house which is known to have four advantages and four functions .
However , due to barrenness of land and crowdedness , some of the clan
residents had broken through the “enclosure” to flee from the famine -
stricken area to Sichuan even before liberation , and some have left to
build houses of their own on the hills nearhy since 1950. Hexing enclos-

ing house , which was built in several stages , consisted of three — cross
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— great - halls , six rows and three — semi — circles in its intact entity
with three interlocked U shapes of different sizes overooking from above.

The activities camed out by the Wan patriarchal clan tend to illus-
trate the basic traits of collective residence of the same clan with great
emphasis placed on ties of blood , preservation of authority of patriarchal
clan by means of all possible and effective forms , and timely and appro-
prate mediation of issues and disputes among the clan , a social form
that is in line with the means of livelihood of agriculture in mountainous
reglons.

Three natural villages , Gaolong, Chenwuliao and Qiaoshang, in
Donglian Administrative Zone constitute the second sample for research .
The first two are Hakka villages and the last one 1s a Fu Lao wvilage ,
the surname of all the villagers there being Li with different origins . The
Hakka villages , representative of hills Hakka , together with the village
inhibited by Fu Lao people , are ideal places to observe the inter — rela-
tionships hetween Hakka people and Fu Lao people.

Donglian is situated on the southeast corner of Huizhai , a town of
importance 10 the center of Jiexi County 1n the east of Guangdong Prov-
ince . Huizai , developed relatively early owing to its vicinity of the
Chaozhou and Shangtou plain and interlinked to the surrounding towns
and markets by watcr and land routes , boasts a towel textile industry .
The total output value of industry and agriculture amounted to 232 mil-
lion yuan in 1997 , 70% of which came from indusity , and the net av-
crage per capita income was 2552 yuan , which was unparalleled by the
above ~ mentioned Wen Kui Town , a town wiuch , despite its name ,
does not possess mdustry al all.

Pressure of population on land leads (o transient population and va-

riety of means of livelthood , therefore , whether the same means of live-
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lihood is adopted can be detected through the average per capita income .

Donglian consists of 407 households with a total population of
1885, the proportion of men to women being 53.1 to 46.9 with the
former exceeding the latter by 116 individuals . The total area under cul-
tivation amounts to 1100 ma (780 mu paddy fields and 320 mu non -
irrigated dry land ) , with an average area under cultivation per capita of
0.54 mu (0.4 mu of paddy field } . Though a relatively economically
developed administrative zone , Donglian is equivalent io the above -
mentioned Wanwuzhai Village in scale when only the populalion and
farming land are taken into account and they have much in common in
terms of all the major aspects associated with agriculture . A closer look
at the average per capita income , however , tends to reveal great diifer-
ences in the means of livelihood between the twe villages . Donglian is
not a purely agricultural village : the three natural villages — Gaoleng,
Chenwuliao and (Haoshang — possess 15 household towel factories ,
providing, ample opportunities of employment to young women . Hall of
the labor force has detached itself from agriculture , one fifth of which is
now doing business in Dongguan , Shengzhen and Guangzhou . Half of
the income eammed by the villagers comes from finding employment and
doing business . For many villagers , such heavy manual labor as chop-
ping sugar canes and digging fish ponds is left to farmers hired from other
villages or places.

At the tum of the 20th century , the tendency of pluralism began to
manifest itself in the means of livelihood of the Semi — hills Hakka . The
villagers relieved the pressure of population on land by growing rice |,
sugar canes , fiber crops , fruit , and opium secretly , by undergoing
such processing of their crops harvested as running mills , brewery ,

sugar — making , weaving and spinning . indigo — hlue — extracting , pr-
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eserved fruit making , by engaging in boal transportation , masonry ,
carpentry , tailoring , knilting , hairdressing , and running restaurants;
they obtained a proportion of rice as a remedy for local shortage of rice
by exchanging goods or with money ; and a few of them made black
money by becoming kidnappers and robbers . All the tactics for survival
adopted by the villagers fitted in with the changes in the environmenl .
Sugar — making and textile industry represent advanced ineans of liveli-
hood , which is to be discussed m delail in the present hook.

The author attaches great importance to “means of reproduction” as
the population factor is deemed to be instrumental in the explanation of
the increase , decrease in and transfer of productive forces . Three fac-
lors were at work to contribute to the changes in the population of
Donglian in modem times.

The first factor was the repression of natural fertility . Infant — kill-
ing for the purpose of striking 2 balance between technolozy and environ-
ment used to be a prevalent practice here , which had gradually disap-
peared in 1950" s , but which made its appearance again at the begin-
ning of the 60’ s when there was a severe natural disaster and resulted
in the increasing tendency of males exceeding females . Now the propor-
tron of males far exceeds that of females in the teenager group , which
may have to do with the fact that the natural gender difference of the lo-
cal people is greater than that in other places in the world.

The second factor at work was suppression of vitality (life — force)
and exclusion , which manifested itself in two aspects : decreases in
population and average life — span resnlting from fights with weapons be-
tween patriarchal clans on one hand and shift of population from one

place to another due to mulual exclusion among differert clans on the
other hand.
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The third factor was the exodus of population . Spontanecus emi-
grants from the three villages in Donglian emigrated either to neighboring
counties and provinces or Southeast Asia , Malaysia and Thailand in par-
ticular , which helped to sttike a balance between the pressure of the
population and the beas ability of land.

The factionary forces in Huizai are overwhelming , as is best illus-
trated by Gaolong Village , where there are many branches and factions
represented by different ancestral halls . There used to be eight such
halls in 1950 , now there remain only three , and there have been con-
tinuous conflicts among different factions and disputes between members
of the same faction,

Marriages in Donglian are characterized by (1) development of pure
inter — clan — marriages to co — existence of inter — clan and inlemnal
marriage patterns , the practice of non — marriage between two with the
same surname had been abandoned before liberation ; and {2) an exten-
sive circle of intermarriages , as can be seen in the large number of
wives from other provinces and even from Viemam , the causes of which
are analyzed in this book , suggesting that excess disproportion of men to
women , variety of means of livelihood , historical evenis and relaxation
of political and economical systems are ali contributing factors.

The third sample is Chixi Peninsula located on the southwest edge
of the Pearl River Delta . The Pearl River Delta is a plain , most of the
land on the coast , however , consists of hills . The Hakka people on
Chixi Perunsula live in Chixi Town and Tiantou Town , the only two
Hakka towns on the coast in China . The people of the Yang clan in Ca-
ochong Administrative Zone in Chixi and the neighboring Dan people are
the people concerned in this sample, The Yang ~ clan people transferred

from merely famming to farming and fishery , a transfer of means of liveli-
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hood which was due to two indispensable factors , namely both the op-
pression and the attraction of the environment . There are more moun-
tains than fields in Chixi , with the former occupying two thirds of the
lotal area of the Peninsula and with a continuocus coast line of 76 kilome-
ters . Since farmers were free most of the year , what should they do
when not engaged 7 Where should they go then 7 People living in Cao-
chong , surrounded by hills and facing the sea, went to explore the sea,
as there were too many restrictions going on land and they would be re-
pelled if they crossed the boundary on the north . The Yang clan people
underwent four stages in going to the sea: the embryonic , exploring ,
developing and mature stages . When they finally adopted the mode of
production characterized by fishery and farmming , their intrinsic culture
took on new traits , which showed themselves in the tools of production ,
their daily schedules , the personal relationships in production , peo-
ple’ s psvchological state , composition of their diets , breeding of chil-
dren , social status of women , etc. , which are all elaborated in the
book .

The population of Chi Xi reached its pmnacle in 1916 , but 33
years later , the population of 80 669 was reduced to 18 000 by 62 669,
the rate of outflow and loss being 77.69% . Such a great outflow or loss
was related to natural and social problems . Bordering on the sea , the
peninsula was frequently visited by typhoons and storms followed by
droughts . Owing 1o the multitude of mountains and dense forests as well
a8 1t localion at the seaboard , the peninsula was haunted and occupied
by pirates and bandits . The Yang ~ clan people adopted different ap-
proaches to meet this enviromment : they grew short — stalked rice and
tough - stalked sugar canes so as 1o minimize losses arising from disasters

caused by windstorms ; they built such irrigation works as reservoirs ,
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sea walls , water paies , little dams and trrigation ditches ; they built
houses made of stone in place the former enclosing houses; they con-
structed defense works to tumn their villages castles ; emigrated to places
abroad , all of which are analyzed and described in detail in the book.

The fourth sample is the Huangdong Village located in the Shigu-
tang Town, Yingde City on the north of Pearl River Delta. The Huang-
dong Village was composed of 10 communities, which separated in a nar-
row basin, including § lineages, 784 persons in 155 families. They own
the 552 acres wetland, 290 acres fanmland and snother word, 1.2 acres
per villages. In a long history of 300 years since the Hakaa built the vil-
Jage in Huangdong, they have crealed the vanous living methods.

Huangdong own the reputation for “the setdement of the gifts from
the heaven snd the land”. The heaven gifts meant the abundant woods
and Dlooms resources as well as plenty of mushrooms, edible fungus and
wild animals. The land @fts surcly are the mineral resources. Besides
the agricultures, the villages are also pursuing the nunerals mining and
the woods business . '

Huangdong 1s also a mountainous area and almost 20 wood cutting
spots separated and they become the sources providing the woods to the
villages and towns. The villagers knit the bamboo articles, planting the
mushiooms and edible fungus and make the coals. Puring the free time,
the villagers are not only do some hunting and fishing but also mining;
sometimes they even pursue the dangercus gold pmduﬂiﬂﬂ.

Each method is containing tts technology and relates to the specific
lools and labor crganizations. Some of them based on the family and
some of them based on the village. Occasionally, the border was broken
and the fund, labor and technology were inflated from outside.

The agriculture n Huangdong has become a self - sustained sys-
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tem. The kinds of the plants are completed and some of the foed plants
and economic plants, the silk for example, are in a flourish situation for
a long time. From the planting to the harvesting, attention was paid to
every step of the process. Now the agriculture system is deeply involved
into the international trade and the peasanis tend to follow the market to
select the kinds. Of course, the price of the intemnational trade changes
tretnendousiy and the peasants always take the tasks.

The relations between the Hakka and the Yao in the north of
Guangdong are diverse. The Yao is an ethic group basing their life on
the mountains and they have a special living pattemn. Comparng the
similar and different production activities between the Hakka and the Yao
24 solar periods along the whole year, T draw a conclusion that the I
draw a conclusion that the activities of the Hakka mainly related to the
circle of the agriculture production while that of Yao mainly related to the
periods of the aild plants and animails.

There is a village of the Yao., whose name is Lianshan, heside
Huangdong, and it is composed of 4 communities. The book investigated
the relationship between the Hakka at Huangdong and the Yao at Lians-
han, then enlarged the viewpoint to the villages surmounding the Huang-
dong. My conclusion is that in mosi of the cecasions, the relation is har-
mony yet the conflict also exists in some occasions. The book provide
several vivid cases that both of the twe groups benefit from each other
greatly. The Yaon leam from the Hakka tremendously, both in material
and in mentality: as well, the Hakka leam many living skills from the
Yao. The producing cooperation, the custom and the marriage vague the
eihnic group boundaries and promote the interaction between the two
groups, thus play a positive tole in adapting the environment. In the
msrriage between the two groups, the Yao mostly play as the tender and
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the Hakka as the acceptex. Therefore, the interaction is comnposed of not
only the symmetry but also the asymmetry, which is decided by the eco-
nomical factors.

Another frequently oblivious part was paid closed attention to. The
conflicts inside the Hakka caused by the polincal activines were vividiy
presented by quite a lot of examples. In the Mainland China after 1949
revolntion, it is almost impossible for the people labeled as landlord 1o
escape the fate to change their living pattern. From the perspéctive of
culture change, the difference between the most of the poor peasants and
few of the a bit more wealthy ones is not a problem of minonity and the
majority , but the problem that whether the minonty was able to share the
comrnon culfure. In 1950, there were one family as landiord and two
families as wealth farmers, 4.4 percent of 68 families in all. Their social
stalus descended dramatically from the highest to the lowest. As the hao-
man: being, they surely own the strong atiempt to survive; as athe Hak-
ka, they struggle to live for a better situation while keep optimism in a
tough situation. I think it ‘is the best example to embody the Hakka
sprit.

The hook concludes with the major theses and basic conclusions .
The major theses are as follows: (1) The Hakka in Guangdong is a
mountain branch of the Han nationality whose chief means of livelihood
consists In farming , imrigation agnculture being the basic model of the
Hakka village or community ; (2} The Hakka in Guangdong are people
good at breeding children and the pressure of the population on land
compels them 1o move everywhere and adopt different means of liveli-
hood; (3) The patriarchal clan is the first effective mode of organization
adopted by the Hakka in Guangdong in their efforts to fit in with their

enviromment , and this mode is not over yet and the village is the second
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effective way; (4) the core of the ethic identity is the boundary of the
ethic. groups. The common language, the common psychology (the same
opinion on the origin, custom and believes of Hakka)} and the common
physical character make the Hakka not easy to vague their calture
boundary; {35} The inside and outside the hakka ethic group have both
the harmany as well as the conflict. The conflicts of the clans have a
double function, not only make Hakka to aware the culture boundary bul
also encourage them to carry out Lheir living patierns; however, the in-
jeraction offer them an opportunity 1o learn from other groups at the ex-
pense of quilting their boundaries for a short time. (6) The nuclear fam-
ily is the main family style that fits in well with the environment of Lhe
[lakka villages and comminities at the present stage ; (7) The real sta-
tus of Hakka women should be understood through observing their part in
production. :

There are two basic conclusions drawn : (1)} The Hakka in Guang-
dong are a people who can adapt themselves quite readily to their envir-
onment , which manifests itself in their inventions and employment of
various effective means of livelihood for survival 3 (2) The Hakka farm-
ers in Guangdong arc participants in two different systems : first , they
form an ecological system together with the biological groups ( including
human beings } in their community ; then , they exchange women and
interact with other groups outside their own community , try to allot their
land again among groups and redistribute the population , therefore ,
they are participating a regional system . These two systems are notl un-
related to each other , as all relevant activities are at work to unite them
logether and regulate the relationship inside the two sysiems and the rela-

tionship of the entire hiological environment.
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