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Preface

According to my study, there has been no elaborate or systematic chronicle of
Model Opera in the world so far. Why do I want to write such a chronicle ? First,
Model Opera involves complicated historical imbroglio between literature and politics,
as well as several generations' extreme emotional experience and tanglesome feelings.
The valuation on its contents and achievements in terms of art has been widely
divided since the Cultural Revolution ended in 1976. While, with a view of academic
research, it is quite essential to excavate the basic historical facts. The evaluation of
Model Opera should be based on reliable first-hand historical data of which a lot of
researchers are in bad need when they debate unilaterally. Barely any researchers
have studied on it with a good consideration of comments in newspapers and
periodicals during the Cultural Revolution, not to mention with a review of Jiang
Qing's commands concerning Model Opera. Therefore, a chronicle with solid textual
research and exhaustive historical data has become an urgent need of related academic
research.

The research of Model Opera studies the motivation, methodology, literature
history significance and real-life impact of Chinese Opera of the Time. Compared to
literature study, opera research involves two particular elements:theatre and audience.
Through theatre, we can see its historical environment; through audience, we can
discover the close relationship between play writing and the society. In a word, by
taking Model Opera as a case study, we can review different patterns of modern
Chinese literature transformation: different values of the tradition and the modern
(especially the spiritual development of contemporary Chinese opera transformation

from opera transformation during Yan-an period to Model Opera in the Cultural
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Revolution), different value pursuits of modern literature and contemporary literature,
as well as the complicated interaction among individuals, society and the nation.
Model Beijing Opera is a complex of different genres, dramas,styles and art forms. To
give it a position in drama history from late Qing dynasty to modern China, Chinese
Opera of the Time is the right spot to start. To name its nature in theme, Chinese
Opera of the Time is Mao Zedong's literature idea, together with Jiang Qing's
corresponding explanations and practices.

The remote cause is the"new-wine-in-old-bottles" way of drama writing started from
1938 in Yan'an, while the immediate cause is the "volume produce of modern dramas"
in 1958. The sign of its official commencement is Jiang Qing getting involved in 1963.
From then on, it developed into a classical model after 10 years of refining in the
Cultural Revolution.I think the literature case study of Model Opera reveals the
history of modern Chinese drama. It makes Model Beijing Opera an organic part of
Chinese literature history, also a window for watching the political vicissitude in the

Cultural Revolution.

I. Historical Fact

Casting back from Model Opera's drama concept and art form, itsheadstream is
the Chinese Opera of the Time pattern started from late Qing dynasty,and its
immediate cause is dramas like modern Beijing opera "On the Song Hua River"
performed by Lu Xun Academy of Arts in 1938 which was the first practice of
modern Beijing Opera in Yan'an. Because of this opera, I reckon the pre-history of
Model Opera started in 1938. That is to say, the period from 1938 to 1962 when
Model Opera started officially is its phase of pre-history which includes the following
parts. First, Qin Melody and its modern form, Beijing Opera and its modern form in

Yan'an period. Second, "drama transformation" from 1949 to 1957.



Third, the volume produce of modern dramas and its adjustment from 1958 to
1962 which was called "Great Leap Forward". The end is October 6, 1976 when CPC
and its leader Hua Guofeng crushed Gang of Four's political conspiration to seize
power and arrested Wang Hongwen, Jiang Qing, Zhang Chungiao, Yao Wenyuan and
all their pawns. CPC's Sixth Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee
determined the political nature of the Cultural Revolution through "Resolution on
Several Historical Issues of Communist Party of China Since the Founding of
People's Republic of China" in 1981. Since 1980, all the performance, political
atmosphere, text form of Model Operas (in the form of movie) have gone through
enormous historical changes. Therefore, this period can only be taken as part of the
receiving history of Model Opera. All in all, the chronicle of Model Opera reviews its
contrail as a form of Chinese Opera of the Time in a specific historical period. All its
historical data are selected under the principles of objectivity,originality, authenticity,
typicality and authority. Every historical material is used with evidences and accurate

citations.

II. Historical Insight

My plan is to construct a text with chronicle historical data. The first goal is to
show the relationship between historical data.The arrangement and the narration of
historical facts in this book follow the rules of enrichment and refinement and try to
build up implicit connotational relation between historical data, thereby lay out the
internal interactions between works, events, people and movements.

A multi-dimensional narration space helps to explain the historical environment
that nurtured Model Opera, the substantial issues of its evolution and related
background.My flexible plan of narration helps to clarify the historical connection and
mutual-influence between the development of Model Opera's and cultural tradition,

political needs, leader's will and people's reaction.
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The inter-textual historical data net helps to disclose the mutual-influence among
authors, works, thoughts and publications. The second goal is to establish
multi-dimensional perspectives in analyzing history. Some historical data reflect
different value judgments, so I collect different views to avoid subjectivity so that

readers can have an opportunity to judge historical data and facts by themselves.

IIl. Historical Idea

History editors' historical ideas are influenced by the following factors. First, the

interference of feelings when dealing with historical data remote in time and space.
Although it is important to experience the production and receipt of literature, history
editors should surmount their own sensibility as a sufferer of the Cultural Revolution
and hold a neutral attitude between "understanding" and"sympathy".
That is to say, they should hold no prejudice against facts or values and focus on truth.
It has been a psychological common sense that first impressions influence value
judgment. Is there a kind of research that holds no predetermined standpoint ? Is there
any eternal real objective reality ? I have grave doubts about this.

Therefore, ceaseless self-reflection should be the solution to approach truth and
to renew self-awareness. Second, vision fusion of history views. We have been
instructed repeatedly: "History is the best teacher. There is no present if there were no
history and we should refer to history when observing present." Dating back to history
has been every historian's motto. Whereas, I reckon that history views should not be
unidirectional. It should be compared to the future because expectations on the future
will influence the judgment on history and present. History views are integrations of
looking back and looking forward. Therefore, my interpretation of history data is
inevitably infiltrated by individualized imagination about both history and future.l
hope this book is not just a simple work of "cutting and pasting". Therefore, I strive to

disclose the collision, consonance and evolution of different ideas through the whole



process of selecting, analyzing and editing historical data, thereby to display the
bitterness and happiness of souls as well as different human natures in radical
revolution storms. Is this book good or not? I'm looking forward to experts' advice

and instruction.
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