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ROUTER X ATSS X Rethinking Democracy 
Forum on Youth Poverty and their Weariness Feeling 

 

Time / Date: 9:40-17:20, March 8, 2019 

Venue: Room 310, College of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Tsing Hua 

University, Hsin Chu, Taiwan 
Organizers:  
ROUTER: A Journal of Cultural Studies, Association of Taiwan Social Studies, 

Rethinking Democracy (New Internationalism & Coolloud)  

Co-organizers: International Institute for Cultural Studies at National Chiao Tung 

University, Center for Asia Pacific Studies at National Tsing Hua University, Cultural 

Studies Association, Taiwan, Taiwan: A Radical Quarterly in Social Studies (Taishe), 

The Institute for Social Development and Policy Research at Seoul National 

University 
 

About: 
The economic development of Capitalism has reached its limit since the financial 

crisis in 2008 when various political, economic and social conflicts have also increased 
to produce tension across generations.  Along with the high-rise housing rents and 
living expenses, flexible and poor working condition brings poverty and precarity to 
the foreground and manifested in the discourse of youth melancholy and anxiety.  The 
“BOMB generation” (the generation of collapse) in 2011 describes the growing 
economic inequality and deficit and the crisis of social welfare systems.  The “little 
assured happiness”—that focuses on the enjoyment and happiness on small things right 
now—thus responds to the lack of happiness elsewhere: there is no longer guarantee on 
future success after years of hard work, contrary to what the neoliberalist myth always 
tells.  “Feeling weary” and the “generation of weariness”, the other side of the “little 
assured happiness”, indicates such no-future emotion and working poor condition.  
Such a weary feeling also reflects Taiwan’s political and economic predicaments and 
its searching for its own position in the international society. The forum would like to 
understand the weary feeling, its political imagination and the youth culture from the 
politics of emotion.  It invites perspectives from China, Korea and Hong Kong to shed 
light on the issue in the regional context.  In addition, the forum seeks to analyze the 
political and economic condition behind the cultural phenomenon of “feeling weary” 
and look into the issue of class in povertization and precarious living condition of youth 
today. 
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Agenda: 

Time / Topic  Panelists 

9:40-11:40 
The Politics of the 

Weariness Feeling 
and Youth Culture 

Moderator: 
Tunghung HO (Associate Professor, Department of Psychology, 

Fu Jen University) 

Discussants: 
Chih-Ming WANG (Associate Research Fellow, Institute of  

European and American Studies, Academia Sinica): 

Weariness: The Politics of Affect among Young Taiwanese 

Chih-Chi CHANG (Reporter, Coolloud): 

Sentiment and Rejection: Poetry about ‘Weariness’ by Young 

Taiwanese Poets 

Shuo-Yuan HSIEH (Member, Trapped Citizen): 

Rock & Roll, Weariness, and Impulsion 

Xu Tao LI (Postgraduate, Department of Cultural Studies, 

Shanghai University): 

Between Reality and Cultural Representation of “Sang”: 

Possibilities of Post-90s Youth Cultural Politics 

13:00-15:00 

There is No Future: 
The Politics of Hope 
and Weariness 

Moderator: 

Chih-Ming WANG (Associate Research Fellow, Institute of 

European and American Studies, Academia Sinica) 

Disucssants: 

Keng-Liang CHENG (Editor, New Internationalism & Taishe): 

There is No Future: The Generation of “Weariness” and its 

Discourse 

Xiaoming LUO (Associate Professor, Department of Cultural 

Studies, Shanghai University): 

Look at their Future on the Sidelines  

TSANG Chung Kin (PhD, Department of Communication, 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill): 

House Buying as Hope Mechanism in Hong Kong 

Yunjeong JOO (Research Fellow, ISDPR, Seoul National 

University): 

Affect of Korean Dirt Spoon among Elite Youths 
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Time / Topic  Panelists 

15:20-17:20 
Who Feels Weary? 
Rethinking Class in 

Povertization 

Moderator: 
Shenjing LIN (Chief Editor, New Internationalism) 

Discussants: 

Chungchen CHEN (Postgraduate, Graduate Institute for Social 

Transformation Studies, Shih Hsin University): 

The Representation of Youth Poverty in Taiwan after the 

year 2008: Societies and Individuals in the Generational 

Poverty 

Zackary Zong-Kun CHANG (Postgraduate, Institute for Labor 

Research, National Chengchi University): 

Being “Strawberry” Forever? Youth Povertization from the 

Political Economy Perspective 

Por-Yee LIN (Director of Organization, Taiwan Higher Education 

Union): 

Revisit ‘‘Youth Povertization’’ 

Yuhui TAI (Assistant Professor, Department of Communication 

and Technology, National Chao Tung University): 

Taipei Hermit Crab: Voices from Invisible Young Homeless 

People 
�10mins for moderator; 20mins for discussants; 30mins for QA.  Live broadcasting on 
Coolloud’s Facebook 
�Language: Mandarin 
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Affect of Korean Dirt Spoon among Elite Youths 
 

Yunjeong Joo (SNU ISDAPR. Research Fellow) 
 
This study analyzed the barriers and boundaries experienced by Underclass Youth 

of SNU to understand the social mobility and inequality of the younger generation. This 

Underclass Youth cosciousness represents the intersection of generation and class. In 

order to analyze the mobility and behavior of the younger generation, we conducted in-

depth interviews with 27 young people who had the identity of "gold spoon" and "soil 

spoon" among SNU students and analyzed the collected research data based on the 

ground theory. In this study, mobility was conceptualized as vertical movement and 

transverse movement based on Bourdieu 's concept of social mobility, and 

categorization of agency as parenting - competence - future orientation. Research has 

found that the stratified mobility and agency of young people plays a key role in the 

reproduction process of inequality. Analysis of the narrative and experience of SNU 

youth revealed that although it has the upward movement ability in the vertical 

movement, they encounter various boundaries in the transverse movement and has a 

somewhat narrow-sighted and security-focused future orientation rather than open and 

risk taking one. This was closely related to the parenting process and the resulting 

capacity building. On the other hand, in the case of Gold Spoon Youth, they had various 

experiences in the nursing process and had various world experiences. Therefore, they 

tried to expand the horizon and sought for transverse movement relatively with ease. 

This difference in mobility is found in parenting - competence - future orientation and 

can be conceptualized as the barriers of vertical movement and boundary of transverse 

movement. This study shows that the inequality of Korean society is being reproduced 

and naturalized as cultural capital, social capital, and future orientation not just by 

economic capital. 

 

Keywords: Affect, dirt spoon, elite youths, mobility 
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國立清華大學交通路線資訊 
交通工具 說   明 

台灣高鐵 1.請於高鐵新竹站下車，下車後可轉搭其他交通工具，轉乘資訊請見台
灣高鐵網站。 
2.可由一樓大廳 4號出口，前往 2號公車月台，搭乘國光號【182】北
大橋<=>新竹高鐵路線。 

火車 西部幹線 新竹站下車，下車後需轉搭其他交通工具。 

新竹市 
公車 

◎ 新竹客運公車號碼： 
1路（約每 10-15分鐘一班） 
2路（約 1小時一班） 

◎ 搭乘地點：民族路，SOGO百貨旁邊 
◎ 下車地點︰清華大學站 

計程車 火車站→清華大學門口，車資約 150~200 元（若未跳錶，上車前請先
與司機議價） 

自行開車 
 

國道路線： 
※中山高二側引道與光復路、公道五路並未直接連結南下欲由光復路

下交流道者，請先由公道五出口接引道。 
※因校內停車空間有限，亦可將車輛停放於本校對面之「赤土崎停車

場」。 
由中南部 
北上車輛 

路

線

一 

由 95B竹科交流道下，左轉接園區二路，行至新安路
時左轉直行，由本校南門進校園。(本路線適合考場位
於人社院、工科館、生科二館、原科院考生) 

路

線

二 

由 95A新竹交流道下，左轉接光復路後直行，由本校
光復路大門進校園。(本路線適合考場位於工一館、化
工館、教育館、電資院、綜三館、工四館考生) 

由北部 
南下車輛 

路

線

一 

由 95A 公道五匣道下交流道，選擇右方往公道五路出
口，沿公道五路直行至建中路口(鄰近中油油庫)左
轉，沿建中路直行至底(光復中學)再左轉光復路，可
將汽車停放於「赤土崎停車場」，再步行至本校，或

由本校光復路大門進入校園。 

路

線

二 

由 95A公道五匣道出高速公路後直行，經由引道接光
復路後右轉直行，由本校光復路正門進入校園。 
如果您錯過了上述交流道，請由下一個出口(95B竹科
交流道)下高速公路，右轉接園區新安路後直行，由本
校南門進入校園。 

 
(詳細交通資訊請參考網站 http://adms.web.nthu.edu.tw/files/14-1072-11794,r1363-1.php) 
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