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On the Relations between Mao Zedong and the Folk Song Movement in 1958
Luo Siliang
Abstract: The original intention of launching Folk Song Movement by Mao Zedong in 1958 was to collect old folk
songs and explore the development road of Chinese poetry based on that but not launch a nationwide campaign of
writing poetry from the beginning. Zhou Yang’ s report is the important reason that Mao Zedong changed his opin—
ions on folk song movement and proposed to massively collect old and new folk songs; local Party and government
cadres and intellectuals had comparatively big discrepancy on understanding and practice to folk song movement
but Mao didn’ t neglect the latter’ s unique role in folk song movement; Later he had made more criticisms to
farmers poetry and the “new folk song” but still concerned about new poetry reforms and had always believed

collecting authentic folk songs had great value.
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