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Fﬁ"ﬁ'"’“% : Bill Lowe, “To Sir,.....With Love” FE#i—htE&EAH =758 £k (Hong Kong
Standard ) o

Of ‘naughty’ teachers and ‘subversive’

students who rock the bodt. . .

June 26, 1977 HONGKONG STANDARD

SIR...

“SIR”, or to be more
precise more than 30
“sirs” (or ‘marms’), last
week received “‘warning

letters”® from the
Director of Education Mr
Kenneth Topley. That
the top man in the
department did not
hesitate to get inte the
arena himself, is greatly
to his credit. He
obviously feels strongly
about the revolutionary
happenings at the
Precious Blood Golden
Jubilee Secondary
School, and I'm all in
favour of anyone who
feels strongly about
anything — getting on his
soap box and saying so.

by Bill Lowe

I think it now quite
possible that anyone who
shows sympathy with the
idea of active student
participation in the
schooling system may be
gimilarly censured. I
would therefore (with
the utmost respect to all
concerned) suggest that
suitably worded warnings
be sent to all known
sympathisers, and would
like to offer my
assistance in compiling a
list of such people.

The following names —
all wellknown to those in
education — whose works
I'm sure Mr Topley has read,
are people known to have
published subversive
literature whick either
supports, encourages or
sympathises with student

and teacher participation in
the management, control,
and curriculum planning of
their schools. Some of these
people have themselves been
actively engaged alongside

_students in such distupting
‘enterprises as

sit-ins,
demonstrations etc.

In alphabetical order: Dr
Paul Adams, Professor
Michael Argyle, Leila Berg,
Nan Berger OBE, Dr Jacob
Bronowski, John Dewey,
Michael Duane MA, B Ed,
John Holt B Sc, Ivan Illich,
Dr ASNeil, Dr Robert

' Ollendorf, Bertrand Russell

D.Phil, J.JJ. Rousseau, W.
Kenneth Richmond MA,
Professor B.F. Skinner,
Lawrence Stenhouse M.Ed.

Each and every one of
these highly learned people
has shown an understanding
of education that has gained
them respect in the field of
education throughout the
entire world, their
knowledge of the subject
would no doubt surpass that
of Mr 'i'opley.

Their books, the results
of their research, and their
experience, cannot be
nullified by “‘warning
letters” from the Director of
the Education Department
of an insignificant little dot
on the map called
Hongkong.

A complete list of
dedicated educationalists
who would support the
“naughty” teachers and the
“subversive” students of the
Precious Blood School
would fill a whole copy of
the Hongkong Standard.

But the point of view
which disagrees with the
experts should be heard, it is
a widely held view. And I
hope that those who hold
this layman’s view will agree,
as I do, with the spirit of
Voltaire's words: *I

P

disapprove of what you say,
but I will defend to the
death your right to say it,”
and not attempt to silence a
well-researched  minority
view,

Whether anyone supports
the actions of those teachers,
or whether the students’
actions is approved is un-
important. That teacher and
pupil awareness of the
broader educational issues is
supported by a wealth of
sound educational research is

important!
People who are laymen in
terms of education,

{newspaper editorial writers,
civil servants, etc.) are all
entitled to their point of
view, however, erroneously
based it may be. All appear
to confuse “telling™ with
“teaching”. The teacher’s
task is seen as simply
expounding material from
within the syllabus, and the
student’s task as memorising
it and later regurgitating
onto examination papers.

If this is all there is to the
educational function, then
most of Hongkong’s teachers
(but not the PBGISS
naughty variety) are doing a

great job. If learning is
simply teacher-expounding
and student-memorising,

then Hongkong iz not in
need of any radical changes.
If the memorise and spew
back format is all that is
required of our students —
and all that they require of
themselves — then in the
main we’re home and dry!
But the continued
“success” of this system
depends upon the passivity
of the students, and this can
no longer be guaranteed.
Passive students (still the
great majority in Hongkong)
may or may not be learning.
They are more than likely
memorising — but that’s not

i

% MU

the same thing. A
conscientious teacher must
find 2 way of assessing what
learning has occurred, and
this cannot be done by
formal tests or examlnations
for none of them pose the
question: “What is your own
understanding of...” or
“Give your views on....".
Points of view and opinions
are neither sought or desired.
The idea of students holding
opinions or doing any
original thinking is
considered revolutionary —
and is discouraged.

If students do not remain
passive (and evenis arising
from similar situations in
other societies suggest that
they won't), then teachers
(and directors of education)
will have to learn how to
cope. It is simply not going
to work for anyone to
behave like King Canute.

Today the teacher’s job
should be far more complex
than that which is performed
by & mere schoolmaster (a
more accurate job
description for the majority
in Hongkong), and unless he
or she is prepared to shake
off the old teacher-student
relationship and actually
encourage students to relate
“school* work" to the world
around them — what it is
really like (not official
hand-outs) and what it could
be like — then he will remain
a mere schoolmaster.

The majority of teachers
who are not honoured by
letters from Mr Topley play

a role in the classroom that’

is a sort of cross between a
tape recorder saying “‘turn to
page ten”, a benevolent
policeman, and a puppet
manipulated by an
examination-centred
curriculum. This produces
examination-passing students
who are unable to relate to
anything that has not been
“learned.”

The mini revolution that
occurred two weeks ago at
Homantin is symptomatic of
the changing pattern of
thoughts on education in
which part of the teacher’s
function is encouragement
of students to actively
participate in decision

making. Though the
majority of students remain
passively unthinking and the
majority of teachers remain
unthinking expounders, the
fringe is changing in just the
same way that changes began
elsewhere some 30 years ago.

The far-from -passive
young ladies of Homantin
sat down in their schoolyard
in protest against alleged
mismanagement of school
funds, they did so rather
belatedly as the matter was
already under investigation.
More important perhaps, and
certainly not a minor point,
they were protesting against
what they judge to be
restrictive clauses in the
contracts of their teachers.
Whether or not their
judgment is considered right
probably depends upon
one’s view of human rights.
Teachers are human, and in
many cases they are denied
ordinary civil liberties.

It appeared that suddenly
on June 9, some 900
students were no longer
passive recipients of
brand-packaged data, they
were involved, actively
participating young ladies.
But of course it was not
sudden -  spontaneous
enlightenment is rare.

Despite the very
pious-sounding name of the
school, the two
headmistresses that have
served at the school during
the four years it has been
open, have both displayed a
liberal attitude towards
education. Until now their
teachers have been given a
very free hand to teach in
their own way. The teachers
they have employed have
been wunusuwally (for

‘Hongkong) liberal in their

attitudes. All of this suggests
that the sit-in was something
which was part of a
continuum for students
developing an ability to
look, question, understand,
and to become involved.

We are all to some extent-
products of those who
influence us early in life, an
influence that the sociologist
calls *primary socialisation.”
The involvement of the
PBGISS students was

undoubtedly in some part
due to the influence of their
teachers. But no good is

serzved by  very  biased
opinion talking about
attempts to “‘twist young

minds.” Whatever influence
the teachers have had on
those students must be
balanced against parental
and widespread social
influence — and nobody call
that an attempt to *‘twist
young minds."” Such emotive
phrases pre-suppose a
monopoly of all things that
are right.

1 admit that, though I try
to keep my finger on the
collective student pulse, the
Homantin happening came
as a surprise to me. I hadn’t
imagined it possible in
Hongkong — not yet!

If it shook me, I wonder
what. the immediate official
reaction was. | can imagine
extra lumps of sugar being
indiscriminately tossed into
directoral cups of morning
tea in the department, (in
cases of shock, administer a
hot sweet drink!). No doubt
well-bred public-school
upper lips stiffened
somewhat.

More practical reaction
was swift. Down to the
school went three
“arbitrators.” One assistant
director and ftwo senior
education officers — no less!
One of the teachers was
addressing the girls who
declined an invitation to
listen to the VIPs before
their teacher had finished
speaking. I hope that the
point they were making was
that it’s extremely bad
manners to interupt
someone in the middle of a
speech — even if you are an
assistant director of
education.

No doubt the girls were
supposed to be sufficiently
overawed by the importance
of the visitors to pay
immediate attention to their
words.

Back in the depattment
the arbitrator-in-chief, in
conference with 20 teachers
from the school, said that
such actions as the sit-in
were not to be encouraged —
that it was not in the interest

O

of the girls’ education. The
chalfman of the Professional
Teachers’ Union, Mr Szeto
Wah, was also present at the
conference, and he s
reported as having agreed
with the departmental view
on the sit-in. But, judging by
press reports of that
gentleman’s views, he’s more
unionist than educationalist
and may therefore change
his mind at any moment.

1 imagine that most of
those highly respected
experts on education that
I've mentioned might have
pointed out that those girls
may have gained a lot more
education from the sit-in
than they could ever get in
the classroom. ]

It may have taught them
something about the power
of ordinary people (even
“children”) to effect the
thinking of authorities.

They probably learnt
something about their own
strengths and their own
weaknesses, and those of
others. It could be seen as a
practical Social Studies
lesson.

There is an understand-
able fear of independant
attitudes in young people, of
encouragement of young
people to think about
“things that domn’t concern
them.” The creation of

_ students as a questioning

force is socially
unacceptable, it is disruptive
of the “teacher-expounder,
student-memoriser  school
system.” It frightens people!
Even some who appear to
support what happened at
PBGISS are frightened into
writing anonymous letters —
never a good way to make
one’s point.

Regardless of my view -
or anyone’s — the day of the
automatically obedient
student is drawing to a close,
and the teacher who wants
to “stay in business” must
learn to stimulate real
understanding in his
students. He cannot have his
cake and eat it, he cannot
maintain the old
authoritarian role and at the
same time develop a rapport
with his students that
enables everyone (including
himseif) to learn.
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which you sre employed and in which you are reported to have been

(Cap. 279)

of the Education Ordinance

You are now warned that any repetition of the behaviour
reported will give me grm(mr)i? }to consider cancellation of your permit
1)(b

directly or indirectly involved with pupils in defiance of the school

authority.
to teach under Section 52
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specified in psara. (e) of Section 47 which applies to the

permitted teacher."
Section 47 (e) of the Education Ordinance (Cap. 279) states:

"The Director may cancel a permit to teach ...
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it appears to the Director that the teacher has behaved in
any manner which, in the opinion of the Director, is
prejudicial to the maintenance of good order and discipline

"The Director mey cancel the registration of a teacher
in the school in which the teacher teaches."
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Tirector of Education

Precious Blood Golden Jubilee Secomdary School
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SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST

If Topley has evidence of
wrongdoing, let’s see it

ABOUT a month ago, virtually the

entire student body of the Precious Blood §

Golden  Jubilee  Secondary School

organised a two-day sit-n to demand

that the school suthorities respond to
allegations concerning large-scule misuse
of school funds, Six days later, the

Director of Education, Mr Kenneth

Topley, issued warning letters to all 35

teachers of the school, threatening to

cancel their registration as teachers.

The sit-in is perhaps the mildest

sgible form of swdent protest, and the
ncident itself would have been minor,
had the Government not blown it out of
proportion.  Unlike student  activists
elscwhere, who have engaged in physical
violence and destruction of property, the
students  at  Precious' Blood were
protesting, in an orderly and non-violent
manner, lgl.irm the way their school was
being sdministered,

The students, all teenagers, showed
maturity and responsibility in the way in
which t{ey conducted themselves, It was
only after the schoel authorities had
turned down repcated requeste that they.
clarily matters did the students decide Lo
stage a peaceful sit-in, |

We do not propose 1o go into the
allegations of misuse of school .fundl in
this article. But the Government's
handling of the sit-in incident is in-
structive. Without conducting & thorough
investigation and without presenting a
shred of evidence, it held all the teachers,
individually and collectively, responsible
for the situation, and threatened lo
deprive them of their means of livelihood.
Each lescher, including two nuns,
received the following letter from Mr
Topley:

“I take a serious view qf recent
incidents at the school in which you
are employed and in which you are
reported (o have been drma:)- or
indirectly involved  with puplis in
defiance” qf the school authorily.

“You are now warned thal any
repetitlon of the behaviour reporied
will give me grounds fo consider
€ l your reg as
a tuacher under Section 47(e) of the
Education Ordinance (Cap. 279)

.__which states:

“The Direclor may cancel the
registration of ' feacher . . . f it
appears lo the Direclor thal the
teacher has behaved in any manncr
which, in the opinion of the Director,
Is prejudicial 1o the maintenavce of
good order and discipline (n the
school in which the teacher teaehes.”. |
The Hongkong Observers also 1ake a .

serious view of recent incidents at the

Precious  Blood Golden  Jubilee

Secondary School, and its reflection on

the wey schools are being run. But we

take & much more serious view of the

Ff’l"f-’-f-..:_'l" E Hong Kong Observers, “If Topley has evidence of Wrongdoing, let’s see it.” F#i—fLt&
L&+ B+ ABBEERH (S.CMP.) = 5Bt (Hong Kong Observers’ Forum) o

MONDAY, JULY 18, 1977

doubt that mny attempt to smear
teachers, students and other socially
conscious people in Hongkong will be
successfil, In Mr Haye's words, “Smear
paigns are | hed by the malici
++ « . Unfortunately, there will always be
a markel for the gullible. It is easy to
criticise, much less easy to be

. charitable,”

We advise the public not to listen to
malicious rumours that brand all who
dare to speak up as troublemakers or

¥ communists, We feel sure that truth will

[Hongkong
Observery’
forum

THIS is another in & series of
articles by the Hongkong Observers,
which appears forinightly on this pege.
Comments from readers sre welcome,
and should be addressed to Hongkong
Observers' Forum, c/o S.C.M., Post,

Tong Chong Street, Quarry Bay,
Hangkong.

are so vulnerable, and they have no
recourse. But it must rot be forgotien
that, had it not been for the painstaking
and unremitting efforts of the teachers,
this whole scandal might not have been
uncovered, [s that why they are now
being penalised?

Does the Government prefer to hush
things up because it is afraid of what else
might be uncovered?

n a way, the teachers and students
can be thought of as plaintiffs, with the
school authorities in the role of suspects,
Typically for Hongkong, those who
report and uncover wrongdoing are made
to suffer for daring to question the
system.

We do not wish to belittle the
contribution that the school in question
has made 10 Hongkong, Even less would
we question the contribution made b
religious bodies as m whole. After all,
many of us are products of religious-

high-handed manner in which Mr Topley | sponsored schools. But we are sure that

conducts himself,

Mr Topley evidently has no iden of
who may be responsible for the sit-in. He
refuses to believe that students who have

n subjected 1o Hongkong's mind-

religious bodies would be the first to say
that they do mot condone misuse of
school funds,

The Government appears
ive that the Precious Blood

numbing “educational” processes can be
so bold as 1o dely school muthorities.
Instcad, he goes on a witch hunt and
decides that the teachers must have been
responsible. But, lacking evidence that
any teacher actually manipulated the
students into teking action, he finds all of
them guilty.
The sction tasken by Mr Topley is
extremely serious. As far as we know, the
, Education Department has never taken
this step before, not even during the 1967
disturbances. He is threatening to deprive
the teachers of their means DFl‘wtehuod.
without showing that he has velid
grounds for such a step.
Of course, the Director of Education
finds it easy to threaten teachers — they

incident n:ay have wide ramifications,
perhaps ecting the willingness of
religious bodies to continue to play a role
in  Hongkong's educaton system.
Recently, the Deputy Director of
[Education, Mr Colvyn Haye, hustened to
assurc religious and other sponsors of
education  that  the Government
appreciates their work. In doing so,
however, Mr Haye appeared (o be
attempting to discredit all critics of any
mgpect of education, saying that “it has
become fashionable 10 sneer at the
1 hi ts of religi and
other sponsors of education” and
condemning “smear campaigns.”
Mr Haye's remarks strike us as being

part of & vicious amear campaign, But we offi

conquer and the malicious rumour-
mongers will be uapmed.

In this day and age, it still comes as
something of & shock when the
Government strips off the velvet glove
and exposes the mailed fist underneath,
Although on one hand the Government
criticises the public for being mpathetic,
on the other hand it seems to find dissent
almost intolerable, and any signs of non-
conformist thinking must be snuffed out.

The Government's reaction loday is
similar to its reaction some years mgo
when allegations of widespread police
corruption were made,

Government spokesmen, with a look
of pained inpocence, were quick to
condemn the critics. Now, the same worn-
out tactics are being trotted out. We are
told, in Mr Haye's words, that “when
allegations ere made, you may be sure
that the autherities concerned always
take prompt action to investigate. It is
not aiways possible to comment publicly
on the result of investigations until the
have been completed and, if warrented,
the due processes of law have taken their
proper course."

Unfortunately, even before Mr Haye
spoke, the Government was on record as
saying that the resulits of the Precious
Blood investigation might not be made

ublic. It seems that the Government
eels the public, including students and
teachers, are not entitled to n full
explanation of any abuses uncovered,
even though the school in question was
partly supported by public funds.

It all makes one think: Does the
Government consider a well-disciplined
peaceful sit-in by .secondary school
students & greater threat 1o Hongkong's
stability than the widespread corruption
that daily erodes the moral fibre of young
and old alike? la the Government so
fearful of the public outcry that might
result if misuse of funds by schools is
found to be widespread? Is it trying to
distract —public ntlention by using
“student  militants” ond  “subversive
teachers” as bogeymen?

The public should also be concerned
with the wide discretionary powers
vested in the Director of Education..As
the warning letter makes obvious, he con
dismiss teachers at will, if it “appeurs” to
him that the teacher has behaved in any
manner which, in his “opinion,” is
prgjud.icinl to the maintenance of good
order and discipline. No pr is
required.

uch wide powers ought to be
exercised judiciously. Yet, Mr Topley
can issue o warning letter- without raising
any specific charges, or offering any
evidence of wrongdoing. Instead, he
gimply soys that all the teachers are
“reported” to have been involved,
“directly or indirectly.” Reported :}y
whuom? By the rumour-mongers Mr
Haye so vociferously condemns? It is &
basic principle of British jurisprudence
that an accused be permitted to confront
hie accuser. Mr Topley denies that most
fundamental right to all the teachers.

If Mr Topley has any evidence of
wrangdoing by the teachers, we urge him
1o produce it. Otherwise, the public might
regard any repetition of his behaviour as
grounds to consider his removal from
ice. ® Copy
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